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July 10, 2022 
Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 
“Why Can’t My Neighbors Be Easier to Love?” 
 
Colossians 1:1-14 Common English Bible 
1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God!s will, and Timothy our brother. 2 To the 
holy and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae. Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father. 3 We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
we pray for you. 4 We!ve done this since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your 
love for all God!s people. 5 You have this faith and love because of the hope reserved for 
you in heaven. You previously heard about this hope through the true message, the good 
news, 6 which has come to you. This message has been bearing fruit and growing among 
you since the day you heard and truly understood God!s grace, in the same way that it is 
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, who is the 
fellow slave we love and Christ!s faithful minister for your sake. 8 He informed us of your 
love in the Spirit. 9 Because of this, since the day we heard about you, we haven!t stopped 
praying for you and asking for you to be filled with the knowledge of God!s will, with all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding. 10 We!re praying this so that you can live lives that 
are worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way: by producing fruit in every good 
work and growing in the knowledge of God; 11 by being strengthened through his glorious 
might so that you endure everything and have patience; 12 and by giving thanks with joy 
to the Father. He made it so you could take part in the inheritance, in light granted to 
God!s holy people. 13 He rescued us from the control of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of the Son he loves. 14 He set us free through the Son and forgave our sins. 
 
Luke 10:25-37 Common English Bible 
25 A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher,” he said, "what must I do to gain 
eternal life?” 26 Jesus replied, "What is written in the Law? How do you interpret it?” 
27 He responded, "You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
being, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
28 Jesus said to him, "You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” 29 But the 
legal expert wanted to prove that he was right, so he said to Jesus, "And who is my 
neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, "A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. He 
encountered thieves, who stripped him naked, beat him up, and left him near death. 
31 Now it just so happened that a priest was also going down the same road. When he saw 
the injured man, he crossed over to the other side of the road and went on his way. 
32 Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the injured man, and crossed over to the 
other side of the road and went on his way. 33 A Samaritan, who was on a journey, came 
to where the man was. But when he saw him, he was moved with compassion. 34 The 
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Samaritan went to him and bandaged his wounds, tending them with oil and wine. Then he 
placed the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of him. 
35 The next day, he took two full days#!worth of wages and gave them to the innkeeper. 
He said, $Take care of him, and when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.#!
36 What do you think? Which one of these three was a neighbor to the man who 
encountered thieves?” 37 Then the legal expert said, "The one who demonstrated mercy 
toward him.” Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise.” 
 
Why did the strawberry go out with the banana? Because it couldn’t find a date! 
 
What do you get if you cross fruit and bowling? A banana split! 
 
What do you get when you cross a paramedic and a citrus fruit? Lemon Aid! 
 
Why did the baby strawberry cry? Because her parents were in a jam! 
 
In the apostle Paul!s prayer for the Colossians, he asks that they "may be filled with the 
knowledge of God!s will” so that they "may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, as you bear fruit in every good work” (1:9-10). 
 
Paul does not long for "the good old days.” He is not fixated on the past. He does not 
ruminate on what happened last week or last month or last year. Instead, he looks to the 
future, praying that the followers of Christ in Colossae will be equipped to face the 
challenges that lie ahead. He wants them to continue to be filled "with the knowledge of 
God!s will.” He prays that they "may lead lives worthy of the Lord.” And he hopes they will 
"bear fruit in every good work.” 
 
Paul is creating a ministry for the future, based on the conviction that decisions should be 
made today, with an eye toward people!s needs tomorrow. 
 
If it is indeed true that Paul…and others in the church and throughout history and in our 
time as well are praying that we may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will so that we 
may lead lives worthy of the Lord and be fully pleasing to him as we bear fruit in every 
good work…what do you suppose that will look like?   
 
Exactly what does it mean to bear fruit in every good work? I think the first thing we can 
do is throw out the term “every”. I suggest throwing it out because it is pretty difficult to 
think that “every” ever works. I don’t know about you but I don’t think I ever bat 1000 % 
at anything. So, as I read this, I throw out the notion that every work I ever do would be 
pleasing to the Lord. Then I re-read it and think maybe I’ve misunderstood it. You see it 
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says, “so that you can live lives that are worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every 
way: by producing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God.” So…in 
that sense it is possible and desirable to be pleasing to the Lord if not in the literal sense 
of EVERY WAY…at least as it regards producing fruit in all our good works and growing in 
the knowledge of God! I suppose we should be pleasing to God as we produce good fruit 
and grow in our knowledge of God. We still won’t be able, of course, to be pleasing to God 
in every way…but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be willing to try to be more and more 
pleasing to God!  
 
It turns out we are challenged to "bear fruit in every good work.” This means following 
Paul!s guidance to the Colossians in showing each other "compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness and patience.” It means bearing with one another, forgiving each other, and — 
most of all — practicing love, "which binds everything together in perfect harmony” Which 
is what it says in Colossians (3:12-14).  
 
At least one Biblical commentator says this passage from Colossians is in some ways about 
Paul trying to get the church to think of the future and how they should be. He’s not 
predicting specific acts or events but he is telling them that in order to survive and thrive 
in the coming years they need to keep on doing that which Christ has called them to do. 
One of the memes I saw this week said, “Some say the problem is Christianity isn’t taught 
in the schools. The real problem is Christianity isn’t taught in church!” Now that one stings 
a bit. But what it is saying is we somehow focus, at times, on what our favorite parts of 
the Bible are and not truly showing what Christ taught and what Christ wants us all to be 
about.1  
 
You have heard me say this before…but as I have gotten older, I am more and more 
fascinated and in love with the Jesus I see in my Bible. I realize I don’t have a complete 
knowledge of all Jesus said…and I’m certain I, too, focus more on the things that interest 
me or that capture my attention. But when I think of the future of our church and of the 
church in general, I think we all need to come to understand Jesus just a bit better…and 
“we need to be filled with the knowledge of God!s will, with all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding. We must live lives that are worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every 
way: by producing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God; 11 by 
being strengthened through his glorious might so that you endure everything and have 
patience; 12 and by giving thanks with joy to the Father.”  
 
So…how do we predict the future? How do we know what will work best for our church in 
the coming years to give it the best chance at not only surviving but in making a difference 

 
1 Lincoln, Andrew T. !The Letter to the Colossians.” The New Interpreter"s Bible (Nashville, Tenn.: Abingdon Press, 
2000), 561, 592-593. 
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in the lives our community and offering hope in times that seem all too dark? Predicting 
the future is tough…consider this…American inventor Robert Fulton spent many years 
trying to promote his visionary shipbuilding ideas to European governments. After finding 
little success in England, he moved from England to France in 1797 and tried to sell the 
French government on the concept of a "plunging boat” — an early submarine — that the 
French could use to defeat the Royal Navy by attaching explosive charges to ships#!hulls. 
Napoleon was interested in the concept and authorized funds to improve Fulton!s early 
prototype, the Nautilus: but ultimately the submersible proved to be too slow to approach 
British warships, so the project was shut down. 

Next, Fulton tried to convince Napoleon to fund the development of a steamboat the 
French could use to attack the British sailing ships blockading French harbors. After 
listening to the inventor!s sales pitch, Napoleon is said to have replied, "What, sir? You 
would make a ship sail against the wind and currents by lighting a bonfire under her decks? 
I pray you excuse me. I have no time to listen to such nonsense.” 

It was a big mistake. Napoleon should have bet on the future. Fulton returned to the 
United States and developed the Clermont, the first commercially viable steamboat. In a 
few short years, steam navigation would become that standard on America!s lakes and 
rivers. Eventually, the world!s navies would retire all their sailing ships in favor of this new 
technology.2 

So…how do we decide what we should be doing and living as we begin our new relaunched 
ministries in our new building? Well…for me the gospel story for today is one of the central 
tenets of how we should be. Did you listen once again to that old and very familiar story? 

A lawyer stands up and seeks to ask Jesus a question. He seemingly wanted to test Jesus…I 
think it’s safe to say Jesus passed that test, though the lawyer may have been sorry he 
asked. Anyway the lawyer asks, “What must I do to gain eternal life?” Isn’t that what we 
all want to know? Don’t we all want to be sure we not only have life beyond this life but 
that we also have a life that is eternal with God?  

So…the lawyer asks Jesus how can I obtain eternal life? And Jesus asks him a question, 
"What is written in the Law? How do you interpret it?” And he responded, "You must love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, and with 
all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” 28 Jesus said to him, "You have 
answered correctly. Do this and you will live.”  

THERE…that settles it. All we have to do is LOVE…Love God with all our heart, our being, 
our strength, and our minds…and be sure to love all our neighbors as much as we love 

 
2 https://www.homileticsonline.com/members/installment/93041367 
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ourselves and our families. It’s as simple as that! The next thing that happened is that it is 
quite fortunate…at least I think that’s true…maybe…that the lawyer couldn’t just let 
things be. So he asked Jesus, “And exactly WHO is my neighbor?”  

And Jesus told him a story…A man was heading down a roadway and unfortunately was the 
victim of a mugging. He was robbed and beaten and left half dead just lying in the ditch. 
So there he is naked, bleeding, and penniless and needing help. Fortunately, it wasn’t too 
long and a fellow came along who happened to be a priest! How lucky is that? A man of 
God! And yet Jesus tells us that when the priest SAW the injured man…he crossed over to 
the other side of the road and continued on his way. Right after this a fellow comes along 
who is a Levite…now for clarification a Levite was a descendent of Levi a son of Jacob and 
their role typically was to be a worker or an assistant in the temple. In other words, they 
were church workers. The most famous of that tribe were probably Moses and Aaron. 
Anyway…a Levite should have known exactly what he should do…and you guessed it this 
one just passes on by. The worry may have been that the fellow was dead and the price 
one paid for touching a dead body was that you would be unclean for a period of a week or 
so and you would need to go through the ritual of becoming clean again. But it turns 
out…if we are going to be the people God seeks and calls us to be, then we should be more 
concerned with the people of God rather than the rules of our church. Weird…huh? 

Anyway, the next reported traveler to come upon the victim was a Samaritan. Now, 
Samaritans were folks from Samaria which was an area the Jews were not fond of. I have 
heard them called half-breeds, and it was believed they sympathized with some of the 
enemies of the Hebrew people. In addition, the Samaritans believed they had the true 
religion and that the Jewish folks were incorrect. If you remember the story of the 
Samaritan woman at the well…she is amazed Jesus would think he was as special as 
Abraham. So, both groups traced their roots to Abraham, but they also felt the other got it 
wrong! 

And yet…when it came to how to treat someone who was in desperate need. It was the 
Samaritan who got it right and who showed compassion. The Samaritan, tended to the 
victim, gave him wine, dressed his wounds, transported him to a place where he could 
heal and PAID for all the expenses! I was talking to Martin Edwards one time, and he said 
that in some ways it’s too bad everyone assumes everyone has a cell phone. Now, folks, 
when they encounter a car stranded by the side of the road typically call 911 or assume 
the stranded ones have a phone and can take care of everything on their own. We also 
know it is not always safe for folks to stop on the road to offer assistance.  

But…we are the church of Jesus Christ. And did you hear what Jesus said about who a true 
neighbor is? Or what a true neighbor would do? And did you hear what Jesus instructed the 
lawyer to do as this story concludes…he asks the lawyer what he thought…who was the 
better neighbor to the victim. And the lawyer correctly points out it was the 
Samaritan…and Jesus simply says to the lawyer, “Go, and do likewise!” 
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So, there we have it. If we want to be a church and individuals that understand and treat 
others as Jesus directs us both now and, in the future, then we won’t be as worried about 
the rules of the church as we are how we should show love and compassion to our 
neighbors. We should be more concerned with how we may bring healing rather than 
passing by and staying away from that which would cost us.  

So…in Colossians we find Paul telling his audience he hopes they can live lives that are 
worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way: by producing fruit in every good work 
and growing in the knowledge of God; by being strengthened through his glorious might so 
that they…so that WE may endure everything and have patience; and in the process we 
will always be giving thanks with joy to our God.  

So…we are doing something very big and as it turns out pretty expensive for the future of 
our church here in Monmouth. But we certainly don’t want to be a church or more 
specifically we don’t want to be individuals who walk right on by at a safe distance from 
those who are in need…we want to see and love our neighbors as Jesus directs us. And if 
we can see and love as Jesus calls us…then our future is indeed a hopeful one! And if we 
don’t treat our neighbors with love? Well, that is just too high a price to pay! Amen. 

 

One more story of a good Samaritan: On the morning of May 26, less than 1,000 feet from 
the summit of Mt. Everest, American guide Daniel Mazur abandoned his own climb toward 
the top of the world to save another climber who had been left for dead by his own team. 
Despite the fact that Mazur!s decision to aid the fallen mountaineer meant that none of his 
group, which included two paying clients, would make it to the summit, Mazur!s action 
acknowledged who his neighbor was.  

The fallen climber was Australian Lincoln Hall, who had succumbed to the oxygen-poor 
altitude the previous night and become desperately ill. The two guides with him tried to 
help, but they eventually had to leave to save themselves.  

Hall was declared dead, but when Mazur and his team found him the next morning, he was 
sitting up, though disoriented. Mazur!s team gave him emergency assistance and set to 
work to bring him down the mountain. They also radioed for help, but by the time others 
arrived to take over the rescue, Mazur!s group had expended too much energy at that life-
sapping altitude to complete their own summit bid.  

While Mazur!s team was helping Hall, two Italian climbers passed by en route to the top, 
and Mazur asked them to assist. The pair claimed not to understand English and kept 
moving. Later, their claim was discovered not to be true.  
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Hall has recovered from his near death on the mountain. An addendum to this is Lincoln 
Hall passed away from Mesothelioma 6 years later…his rescue bought him 6 more years of 
life with his family! 


