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Why should I get up in the morning and live life? 

 

I always wanted to be a morning person. You know, the kind of people that whistle on the way to the 
shower and sing while they dress. Unfortunately, I am not that kind of person. I am one whose 
addiction to the snooze button almost always has me rushing around in the morning, trying not to be 
late for the day’s events. 
 
God’s Word is like an alarm that is ringing. Every time we have lust in our hearts, it rings. Every time 
we utter an obscenity, it rings. Every time our mouths are full of coarse joking, we hear it ring. The 
temptation is to hit the snooze button of our conscience and continue sleeping in sin. But snoozing 
through the alarm of God’s holy will is more serious than showing up late for a meeting. If we ignore 
what God commands, we are in for a rude awakening. In the Bible, we read, “God’s wrath comes on 
those who are disobedient” (Ephesians 5:6). No matter how much we cover our heads with the 
blanket of denial, we cannot and will not escape the alarm of God’s justice. 
 
God’s alarm is ringing for us, “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you” 
(Ephesians 5:14). 
 
Jesus is the light of the world. He came to dispel the darkness that shrouded us by sin and death. His 
light shone brightly when he was lifted up on a cross to die in order to take away our death. And his 
light exploded in brilliance when he rose from the dead to prove that he is the world’s Savior. 
Through the good news of God’s Word, the light of Jesus Christ shines on us to awaken us from the 
slumber of sin and darkness of death. 
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I have work to do on my morning routine. I need to strive to not keep hitting the snooze button. But 
praise be to God for Jesus, whose light from the cross and empty grave shines on us. Led by his light, 
we can get up in the morning to live life, “always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 
 

9:30am 
Worship  
11:00am 
Bible Study 

2 
 
6:00pm 

Catechism  

3 4 5 6 7 

8 
 

9:30am 
Worship 
(Communion) 
11:00am Bible 
Study 
Mother’s 
Day 

9 
 
6:00pm 

Catechism 

10 

 

11 
 
 
 
5:30pm Ladies’ 
Night Out 

12 13 14 
 
 
8:00am 
Elders’ Meeting 

15 
 

9:30am 
Worship  
11:00am 
Bible Study 

16 
 
6:00pm 

Catechism 

17 
 

18 19 
 
 
6:00pm 
Council 
Meeting 

20 
 
 

21 

22 
 
9:30am 
Worship 
(Communion) 
11:00am Bible 
Study  

23 

 

6:00pm 
Catechism 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 
9:30am 
Worship 
11:00am 
Bible Study 

30 

Memorial 

Day 

Education 

Initiative 

Meeting 

     

Preschool 8:30am – 11:45am 

Preschool 8:30am – 11:45am 

Preschool 8:30am – 11:45am 

Preschool 8:30am – 11:45am 
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What Would We Do Without Them? 
A (Slightly-Edited) May, 2009 Devotion 

From “Five Years of Blessing,” A Collection By Gail Thornton 
 

  
 

 

She is clothed with strength and dignity; 
    she can laugh at the days to come. 

26 She speaks with wisdom, 
    and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 

27 She watches over the affairs of her household 
    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

- Proverbs 31:25-27 - 
 
 I got a call from the dairy which borders my pasture in Moxee saying I had cattle 
outside my fence. My wife Dona offered: “If you need help, I’ll go with you.” When we arrived 
she and I rode our horses toward the half dozen cows that were outside the fence. Someone 
had left the gate open. I told Dona we would have to get around the cows. The words had no 
sooner left my mouth than the cows took off running in the wrong direction. As we broke our 
horses into a run, I dropped one of the bridal reins, forcing me to stop my horse and retrieve 
it. Meanwhile, Dona went on at a dead run and got around the cows. By the time I had 
remounted my horse, Dona had every cow headed back toward the gate. Red-faced from my 
rookie mistake, I rode over and helped her put them through the gate. Dona had saved the 
day! 
 Wives, mothers, grandmothers, daughters, and sisters – What would our lives be like 
without the blessings God has given us through these people? My wife and my two daughters 
have worked doing whatever had to be done on our ranch. For instance: pulling calves, 
changing sprinklers, feeding hay to livestock, bottle-feeding calves, and helping out during 
branding time, among other necessary chores. I cannot imagine the number of lunches Dona 
has made for all the crews that have helped with our cows over the years. 
 Over many years I have had the privilege of being associated with many dedicated, fine 
ladies of Redeemer. I have seen the hard work they have done in Christian love, serving our 
Lord and our congregation. It is my opinion that without their service there would be no 
Redeemer as we know it today. Just think of the many contributions they have made for the 
well-being of our congregation. Without naming names for fear of leaving someone out, our 
ladies work in a great many aspects of Redeemer’s ministry. Some work on the outside of the 
building, maintaining our beautiful landscaping, mowing lawns, and providing our kids with a 
playground. They serve in many capacities inside the building as well. Thank God for their 
beautiful voices in the choir, the trio, and when they help sing the hymns during the service. I 
am thankful for their talented hands that play the organ, flute, guitars, and all the music of 
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praise to our Lord. We want to note all the hard work the ladies put in on newsletters, 
bulletins, cards of encouragement, mailings, office help, bookkeeping, and the prayer chain. 
Thank you! 
 We also thank Anna Circle members for their time and offerings made to the Lord. 
They always step forward to handle the special needs of friends and families when there is a 
wedding, funeral, shower, or other special celebration. Sometimes these events happen with 
very little notice, but the Anna Circle members never let us down. They bear witness to their 
Christian love and caring with their energy and good cheer with which they provide these 
services. 
 One of the duties our ladies do from week to week is the education of our children in 
our Sunday School. According to God’s Word, teaching and training of our young people about 
Jesus is one of the most important responsibilities we have as a church. The amount of time 
and preparation necessary to do these classes well is sometimes overwhelming. However, we 
are blessed at Redeemer to have a number of talented and dedicated teachers, many of 
whom are women. 
 I remember well that day a couple years ago when Dona saved the day by heading off 
the cattle before they could reach the dairy’s cows while I tried to recover my dropped rein. 
Likewise, I thank the gals for meeting the challenges of working with the men of Redeemer. 
We do appreciate it when they point out the needs of our congregation, which the men do 
not always realize. Wherever one looks at the ministry at Redeemer the girls and ladies are 
working, giving of their time and talents. They are great at giving encouragement and 
demonstrate examples of Christ-like attitudes. Among all these Redeemer women to thank, I 
want to recognize Andrea for all she does. She is a great mom, our preschool teacher, and our 
pastor’s wife. She always has a smile and brightens up everyone around her. Thank you, 
Andrea. Jesus shines through you. 
 I pray all of our ladies will have a great Mother’s Day whether you have children or not. 
Each of you remains a blessing to Redeemer, our members, and our children. We thank you 
and ask our Lord to continue to show his Gospel through your service. 
 
Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: Many women do 
noble things, but you surpass them all. Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a 
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her the reward she has earned, and let her 
works bring her praise at the city gate (Proverbs 31:28-31). 


