They said: “Look, man. We get that you’re the king;
we really do. But commanding us to compromise
our faith and love of God to prove our loyalty to you
is so uncool...and we’re willing to burn for it. Our

faith in God is much greater than our fear of
you.” Or something like that. (Daniel 3:16-18)

Backstory! King Nebuchadnezzar built a statue
and commanded everyone in the kingdom to worship
the idol. Three Hebrew captives, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, refused to worship the king’s statue,
and Nebuchadnezzar threatened to punish them by
burning them alive in a furnace. The three men
couldn’t have cared less, for their faith made them
strong in the face of tyranny and oppression.

God tells us that “My thoughts are not your thoughts, and my ways are not
your ways. (Isaiah 55:8)” Our sense of time is not the same as God’s; nor is our sense
of justice or understanding. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had no idea what
was going to happen when they challenged the king’s authority, and probably went
into that furnace thinking they’d be burnt to a crisp. But into the furnace they went,
strengthened by their endurance of faith in such a terrifying moment.
Now, let’s pretend YOU are in the hot seat (see what I did, there?). Let’s also
pretend the furnace is actually a principal’s office, being grounded or some other
threat of punishment. Let’s say Nebuchadnezzar represents the point at which you
must make a choice between the scary-but-right thing, and the easy-but-wrong
thing. What would YOU do?
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When have you been impatient with how things have happened in your life?
Looking back, was your impatience justified? Or was it a time of unnecessary
stress?
How have you experienced God’s deliverance in your life?
What victories have you experienced that make you proud of who you are, and
what you stand for?

