
VOLUME 27 ISSUE 3
JUNE 1, 2021

Messengerth
e

Summer Book Club, 
RPC Youth Staffing 

Transitions and Roofing 
Update Page 3

Raising Funds for Fonkoze 
in Haiti and Hurricane 

Preparedness Page 5

50+ Year RPC Members 
Listed Inside! Page 7

Where Have You Seen 
Matthew 25? 

Page 6

Join us for Worship every Sunday, 10:30 am

June / July 2021

RBI A Ministry of Fun 
by Joe Eberly

Page 8

    a movement for reconciliation
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Reservations are no longer required for Worship. 
Read about all of the updates to Worship at 

www.rpcjax.org/covid-response 
and click on the May 18 update
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Dear Riversiders,

Grace and peace!

Summer is back and the heat is here! My goodness, you Floridians have really learned to 
survive the humidity. Sunelle and I are adjusting, and James is making the most of being 
young enough to be barefoot most of the time! Things slow down during the summer, and 
many folks take much deserved time away to escape the heat. To all of those of you who will 
be traveling for some or all of the summer, stay safe and enjoy your time away! 

For those of us who will be here in Jacksonville throughout the summer, things won’t 
be slowing down a whole lot! Our children and youth programs are ready to go, many service opportunities are readily 
available, and our summer worship series, “Summer in the Psalms” begins after Memorial Day. We are also planning some 
fellowship events later in the summer, so that as soon as we can gather safely, we will have plenty of opportunities to do so.

Personally, I look forward to spending more time with the youth this summer! Our youth are a bright, fun, compassionate 
bunch and as we search for our next associate pastor, I will enjoy getting to know them better.

As we look ahead to the rest of this year, I want to thank you for your support of our staff during all the transitions we’ve 
been navigating. It is wonderful to have Josh on board, and we look forward to his return in September after fulfilling his 
duties as the director of music at the Chautauqua Institution throughout their summer programs. As Bill prepares to retire 
at the end of the summer and we give thanks for his many years of faithful service among us, we are praying that God 
will connect us soon with our next associate pastor, who we hope to have on board this Fall. And as Breanna prepares to 
welcome her first child into the world this summer, we have made plans to cover her many communication and technology 
duties so that she can be fully present with Stuart and their child during her parental leave. 

Changes always present both challenges and opportunities, and I’m grateful to serve Christ among such a talented, dedicated 
staff, and an engaged, passionate congregation. As pandemic restrictions loosen, as the capital campaign proceeds, and as the 
Five Points neighborhood continues to buzz with excitement and new projects, the opportunities before us certainly outweigh 
the challenges!

I encourage each of you to look for ways to reengage with the church or deepen your existing connections here as we continue 
to love and serve God together!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Brian

From Your Pastor
Brian Lays

Summer Dates for Children
July 12-15
Vacation Bible School - Compassion Camp - PreK - Rising 3rd Grade
Summer in the City - Rising 4th and 5th Graders

Get more information about all RPC summer activities
by going to www.rpcjax.org/summer



“Just Mercy”, written in 2014 by Bryan Stevenson, is the 
memoir of a young lawyer’s life work to bring justice 
and mercy to those in our criminal justice system. After 
working with low-income and incarcerated people for 
many years, Stevenson came to believe that “the opposite 
of poverty is not wealth, the opposite of poverty is justice”. 
He interweaves the story of a wrongly accused death 
row prisoner between other facets of the criminal justice 
system as experienced by the poor and disadvantaged and 
he shares how he comes to a deeper understanding of our 
human-ness in the midst of this. This speaks directly to the 
message of Matthew 25 in its relentless emphasis on those 
in need: “Lord… when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison…”

Format: In-person and 
online
Discussion Leader: John 
Sapora and friends
Books: Purchase your own 
or contact Emily Heeg at the 
church office. Participants 
should try to have at least 
some of the book, if not all, 
read by the first meeting.
Sign Up: at www.rpcjax.
org/programs/adults or call the Church Office (904) 355-
4585

July 7, 14, 21, 8:00 - 9:00 pm. Join for one or all sessions
Join RPC’s Summer Book Club

“The power of just mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving. 
It’s when mercy is least expected and it’s most potent…”   Just Mercy

One exception to that the fundamental rule is the work 
which will soon start on the roof replacement of our 
Education Building—Bittinger. Roofers will be working 
on replacing that roof beginning in May. The work will 
take several weeks to complete.  
The parking lot for Meals On Wheels will be the staging 
area for a dumpster and new materials. Picking up 
meals for MOW will still be possible, but others who 
use that parking lot should park elsewhere during this 

How many jobs have you had where you started at the very top?  
project.  
This can be a very 
hot time of year 
to be on any roof.  
The workers are 
professional and 
skilled at their craft. 
But if you see them up there when you enter or leave 
the church, please wave to them and yell “Hi”!

Start at the Top Dave Tuttle

RPC Youth is undergoing some exciting change! After a 
year of transitional support from Tatum Thompson and 
before hiring new Youth Ministry Staff, Mary Elizabeth 
Ballentine will be working with the youth program. We 
are looking forward to having Mary Elizabeth during 
our local mission trip, Urban Plunge, and other events 
planned in the month of June. Mary Elizabeth grew up 
at RPC so while she is not new, she is looking forward 
to meeting the youthful faces she doesn’t yet know!

“I grew up here at Riverside Presbyterian Church 
and have been a youth, youth volunteer, and 
Confirmation teacher in this church. As an FSU college 
student, I volunteered at Faith Presbyterian Church as a 
youth leader and lived at UKirk (the Presbyterian campus 
ministry). After graduating, I took a job with Rev. Bill 
Hoff at Kirkwood Pres. Primarily working with young 

adults. I taught middle and high school English for 6 years 
until I decided to take some time off to stay home with my 
son, Malcom! 
I am so excited to be working with Riverside youth again. 
I know that this is a time of great transition in our church 
and I believe that amidst the changes, it is important to 
realize that the church is not its staff or its buildings. The 
church is the family we create within it and that does not 
come and go with job changes. Our church family is our 
steady and stable force in the world who inspires us to do 
Christ's work. 
We have so many fun and enriching events planned for 
this summer. I look forward to plunging into adventure 
with y’all!”. 
Please join us in welcoming Mary Elizabeth and in 
prayer to ensure our Youth a fun, safe and fruitful 
summer! We can’t wait to see you all soon!

RPC Youth - Staffing Transitions

33



44

Name: Matt Cunningham

Elder or Deacon? Deacon

Tell us about your family and/or 
pets:
I’ve been married for ten years 
to Tao Penny Cunningham. Our 
daughter Cecilia is in third grade at RPDS and we have 
3 cats: Sol, Luna, and White Sox.

Please share about how you came to call Riverside 
your church home:
I grew up in the United Presbyterian Church of Cortland, 
New York and looked for a Presbyterian church that 
resonated with me once I settled down in Jacksonville. 
I really like the Riverside community and its sense of 
growth and vibrancy. 

www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-community

Deacon Spotlight
We will be highlighting a Deacon in each issue of the Messenger to help you get to know our church’s leadership team.

Why did you become a Deacon? 
I was a youth deacon as a kid, and I wanted to try to 
contribute to the church as a deacon as an adult.

Share a moment / memory of serving as a Deacon that 
will stay with you:
The adventure of transitioning most church life to remote 
experiences during the virus and now gradually back to 
normal again won’t be soon forgotten!

A hobby you love: 
I love electronics projects, especially doing them with 
our daughter Cecilia. Taking old junk and components 
and making something new and fun with them is like 
magic.

An interesting place you have travelled: 
Seeing the Middle East firsthand (especially the UAE) 
really changed my perceptions and opened my mind to 
ancient history.

At ICARE’s Nehemiah Assembly on April 19, significant 
strides were taken toward building a more just 
community in Jacksonville.  Both State Attorney 
Nelson and Sherriff Williams agreed to explore how to 
implement a Civil Citation program for adults, thereby 
avoiding thousands of unnecessary arrests and the 
negative consequences of criminalization of non-
violent offenses.

Sheriff Williams also committed to applying to Crisis 
Intervention Teams, Inc. for a third-party review and 
certification of the police department in the area of 
the training of officers to respond to calls involving 
citizens with mental illness. He agreed to begin to 
track and report data on all such calls, data currently 

not gathered, which can 
indicate how well JSO is 
performing when they 
respond to the mentally ill.  
ICARE is advocating for a 
higher standard of training for officers and dispatchers 
to improve outcomes and reduce the incidence of 
violence and unneeded arrests.  

These are just small steps, but still very important 
ones, as we work with the structures and institutional 
leaders of Jacksonville to shape a community where 
“justice flows like a river”!  We will continue to strive 
for progress on these issues throughout the months 
ahead.

Progress in Social Justice



stories of struggle, 
determination and 
transformation among 
their women clients. 
We recorded this and 
you can learn more 
about Fonkoze, CLM 
and our drive to raise $12,500 now, just by clicking on 
this link: www.rpcjax.org/give and changing the “Fund” 
to “Fonkoze: Hope for Haiti”. 

You can make a contribution in any amount (check 
payable to the church and with FONKOZE on the 
memo line) as a special gift to bring Good News to the 
poor, which was, after all, at the core of Jesus’ mission.  
Thank you!

* This is the title of Paul Farmer’s book about global 
health care and the work of Partners in Health, which he 
co-founded.
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Over 40 years ago Dr. Paul Farmer began his 
remarkable work in Haiti with a focus on providing 
medical care in the Central Plateau.  It is in this same 
region of the country that the microfinance bank 
Fonkoze developed a powerful program to empower 
some of the poorest women on the planet to climb out 
of deep despair and become healthy, self-supporting 
family leaders. 

The Global Outreach Committee is urging the 
members of Riverside to support this amazing 
program, “Stairway Out of Poverty”. Many RPC 
staff and members have been to Haiti and have seen 
firsthand the incredible effectiveness of CLM (the 
Creole acronym for the program).  Our goal this 
month is to raise $12,500 which will be matched 100% 
so that we can send $25,000 to Fonkoze!

On May 21-23 we held two wonderful events to explain 
how and why CLM works.  We heard directly from 
people in Haiti virtually in our meeting. They shared 

To Repair the World*

Jan Nicholas
Hurricane Preparedness

In 2020, under the direction of the Community Outreach Committee, a new group was created 
to work on communications, personal preparedness and RPC responses in the event of a disaster, 
primarily, Hurricanes. The group was led by Steven Judd, with John Sapora, Sharon Cleland, Heather 
Campbell, Dave Tuttle, Bill Hoff and Jan Nicholas involved. A Hurricane Preparedness Survey was 
completed, seeking volunteers to assist our members with the preparedness of their property, as well 
as those who were willing to respond following a storm. Work was also done to prepare Kissling 
Hall as a day-time COVID-compatible Comfort Station that would allow members to have access to 
snacks, water, phone charging, and respite. A communication “phone-tree” was also developed.
If you would like to join in the planning process for this upcoming Hurricane season, please contact Jan Nicholas 
at jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org.

Did you know? 
Douglas Anderson School for the Arts Concert Band 
and Wind Symphony Concerts were held at RPC on 
May 11, 2021. Josh Stafford, our new Organist and 
Music Director accompanied them on the organ for 
Maslanka Symphony No. 4. 
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Elder Spotlight
We will be highlighting an Elder in each issue of the Messenger to help you get to know our church’s leadership team.

Name: Karla Newton

Elder or Deacon? Elder

Tell us about your family 
and/or pets: I am married 
to Will Newton, a life long 
member of RPC, and we 
have two children–Emma 
and Trent. They are both 
members of RPC, where they were christened and 
confirmed. We have a 9 year-old Greatdane, George.

Please share about how you came to call Riverside 
your church home:  We moved to Jacksonville in 
1996 after Emma was born and transferred our 
membership from Palma Ceia Presbyterian in 
Tampa, Fl. It was exciting to join RPC where Will’s 

family worshiped since the 1950’s.

Why did you become an Elder? I enjoy being engaged 
in the things that are important to me and I was 
honored to be asked to be an Elder. Serving the church 
community has enriched my life and has helped me 
grow in my faith.

A hobby you love - I enjoy playing bridge
An interesting place you have travelled - Croatia
A book you are currently reading -  I am currently 
reading “The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell” by Robert 
Dugoni.
Somewhere you volunteer - Elevate Jacksonville, a 
civic educational nonprofit dedicated to equipping 
and empowering underserved High School youth to 
graduate with a plan for their future.

Recently, as I was walking my dog, 
two dogs came charging us from 
out of nowhere. I was completely 
caught off guard and trying to 
decide what my next move would 
be, when a young man came 

running out of his house barefooted, shooing the dogs 
away from us.  Needless to say, I was very relieved and 
thankful that he appeared so this event did not have to 
escalate into something more dangerous.  
    This young man obviously was looking out the window 
when I walked past, saw a need and sprung into action 
to offer help just like God is always watching, ready to 

help when the need arises.

Where Have You Seen Matthew 25?

"I was naked and you gave 
me clothing . . ."  When 
long-time choir member 
Judi Perdue passed away on 
April 22, her family donated a 
mountain of yarn to Riverside 
Presbyterian House.  The 
residents at the House began 
a project dedicated to keeping  the homeless warm next 
winter.  Judi, known as the "giving woman" by her fellow 
residents, has left a Matthew 25 legacy.

We invite you to share  where  you have you seen 
Matthew 25 at work!  Email 

communication@rpcjax.org with your story!

The PC-USA Matthew 25 initiative imagines the Matthew 25 imperative aligned around three 
pillars: Congregational Vitality, Eradicating Systemic Poverty, and Dismantling Structural Racism.
   

The  Riverside Session voted in 2020 to become a Matthew 25 church. Your Matthew 25 Task 
Force has worked to remain true to the structure set out by the PC-USA while allowing our 
agenda to develop organically as we asked ourselves how we live out Matthew 25. We live out 
Matthew 25 as we take the heart of Matthew 25 to our hearts and look to the ways in which we have seen God at work 
in our lives, and the ways in which we can join God in His work.

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
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If you have been a member of Riverside Presbyterian for 50 years or more…  Congratulations!  You also joined the 
church at a time prior to computers being used! Records were kept in hand-written form and not entered into our 
computer system until 1988. It’s no surprise that pieces of information could have been lost in the change-over. It may 
happen that some members that should be recognized as 50 + members have been overlooked due to this transition. We 
have found many records with neither date joined or birth dates listed. PLEASE let us know if you have not yet received 
an invitation to the 50 + Year Recognition planned for June 6th. We will update the records and hope you will celebrate 
with us on June 6th, either in person or online. We appreciate your patience and understanding! For our Celebration 
this year, we will be honoring those members who joined by Confirmation, Letter of Transfer or Reaffirmation of Faith 
from 1971 and before. Contact: jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org or (904) 355-4585 x25
That being said… we would like to recognize the following ‘stars’ and their “decade” of membership;

80 Years +       Mary Ann Bryan

70 Years +       Ella Jones, Dick Schwalbe, Diane Schwalbe, Russell Newton, Myra Pattishall,  
  Leonard Pavelka

60 Years +       James Jackson, Clayton Riley, Linda Moseley, Clifford McKendree, Margie     
  deBauernfeind, Mary Cousar, Shirley Ballowe, Marilyn Wood, Shep Bryan, Anita 
  Jones, Jan Andrews, Elizabeth Jolley, Betsy Faircloth, Susan Schilling, Peggy Scheu, Martin Easterday, 
  Margaret Love, Carol Peters, and Honories; Dwight Bayley, Carol DiGuisto.

50 Years +       Wade Hampton, Betsy Dunlap, Mary Coxe, Dorothy Marsh, Margaret Julian, Dan Coffman, Blanche  
  Coffman, Cindy Fitch, Betsy Langston, Shirley Flynn, Bob Nichols, Sandra Nichols, Elizabeth  
  Niebrugge, Lamar Strother, Roberta Birch, Mary Campbell, Dekle Day, Kay Manson, Russell  
  Glasheen, Frances Howey, Suzanne Felton, Henny Boree, Ruth Wrenshall, Lawton Green, Genny  
  Reddick, Bill Schilling, Patty Knight.

Celebration on Sunday, June 6th

50 Years+ of Riverside Presbyterian Membership

Window Restoration Continues
Work on replacing the exterior plastic covering of the 
sanctuary stained glass windows continues in May.  
Both the Chancel and Balcony windows have been 
completed and protected.  Windows on the south facing 
wall…the right side of the sanctuary as you enter…are 
being worked on now.
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RBI, A Ministry of Fun
Joe Eberly

Get more information about all RPC summer activities
by going to www.rpcjax.org/summer

I would not call myself a big baseball fan but I am a 
really a big fan of RBI (Reviving Baseball in the Inner-
city). My role for a number of years has been helping 
out the coach on the field with the youngest kids. 
Some have played but many have never played. They 
help each other, cheer for each other, they are a team 
in the best sense. Religion, sex, skin color, politics, all 
the things that get in the way of healthy relationships 
are absent on the RBI baseball field. They come to 
have FUN and along the way learn something about 
America’s pastime, learn a new sport and perhaps gain 
a little more self confidence in their own ability. 

It is fun for me and I know for the players when one 
of them gets a really good hit or a throw into home 
plate and especially catching a fly ball. This is sandlot 

baseball at its best. My grandkids 
are all older now so being around 
these kids helps me understand 
what is going on in their world 
today. 

In past years we have had upwards of 75-80 kids a day 
on multiple fields. There are two one-week sessions so 
lots of volunteer opportunities. We have a devotion each 
day giving the kids time for reflection about why they 
are all important in God’s creation. A nice “sack lunch” 
is provided each day that has been prepared volunteers 
in our kitchen. If you have a couple of hours next month, 
come out and have some fun!

Join us June 14-18 and June 21-24, 9:30 am - noon at 
Murray Hill Park. More details at www.rpcjax.org/rbi
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Jennifer Branch
Erress Kiser

23
Cameron Garman

25
Breanna Sooter

26
Darlene Hampton
Joey Milne

27
Brennan Doherty
Jane Goodwin
Reid Hampton
John Morrow 
Brian Shipp 
Matt Weaver 

28
Joe Andrews
Jack Gaillard

29
Norma Lockwood

30
Jim Caraway
Tim Grisnik
Luke Jenkins

31
Benjamin Klima
Sandra McCarty
David Mixson
Anne Arden Pomar
Kent Zeigler

June Birthdays July Birthdays
1
Noah Althuis
Robbie Eshelman

2
Rebecca Creed 

3
Lyssa Ball
Frank Shuke
Mike Small
Mary Spuhler

4
Martin Harrell
Eliza McDuffie 

5
Shelly Cavendish
Cecilia Cunningham
John Kosakowski
Jessica Means
Nancy Powell

6
Susan Burns
Michele Harrell
Dena Robbins

8
Josh Dryden
Jen Edwards
Sarah Leuthold
Sally Ragsdale

9
Barbara Bourgeois
Betsy Dunlap
Josh Edwards

10
Davis Collier
Kellen McGeorge

11
Margie de Bauernfeind
Ben McDonald

13
David Jones
Waller Trice

14
Mary Ann Bryan
Carl Crumpler 
Glenn Ivie
Stephanie McCullough
Genny Reddick
Will Taylor

15
Carol DiGiusto
Mitzi Kuntz
Cindy Thompson

16
Susan Arko
Jim Bond

17
Alan Bliss
Sarah Lockwood

18
John Adams

19
Melinda Kramer
Anne Mattia

20
Jim Riley
Sam Swiercek
Brent VanTice
Sherrie Webb

21
Will Harding
Rex Setzer
Dan Wolff

23
Anna Althuis
Maribeth Ashley
Jinx Morris
Fran Root

24
Susanna Ball
Amelia Lobello
John Lockwood

25
Mac Forrester
Kay Holmes
Cullen Kerr

26
Elisabeth Ball
Anne Brittle
Bette Strickler
Suzanne Tomlinson

27
Barbara Bath
Mike Cotten
Caroline Gibbs

29
Gardner Davis
Cameron Ward

30
Ben Wilson

11
Arden Brugger 

12
Bolling Cranford
Frances McCurry

13
Chris Rattigan
Owen Villano

14
Brooke Speckman
Cindy Thompson

15
Alexis Erdelyi

16
Jan Carr
Juliet Crabtree
Eloise Farnell
Susan Rosenbloom

17
Cyndy Clayton
Bill Cranford
Lindsey Speckman
Xander VanTice

18
Genevieve Campbell
Bill Jones
Anne Mesrobian
Olivia Mueller

20
Adam Hammond

21
Mauricio Alvarez
Mike Blackstone
John-Paul Saenz

1
Brenda Alexander

2
Evan Heeg
Garland Jonas
Marilyn Noon
Mark Weaver

3
David Williams

5
Art Small
William Trice
Allison Walker 

6
Maria Dykstra
Brooke McDuffie

7
Dearing Thoburn
Will Wheeler

8
Janet Blackstone
David Hager
Recie Jenkins
Randy Parks

9
Slayton Morrow
Lucy Saenz
Angela Schifanella
Sam Tousey
Carl Zacheis

10
Andy Clarke
Sandy Clarke
Cooper Matson
Carter Mixson 
Miles Para

If we are missing your birthday, please email communication@rpcjax.org 
or call the Church Office (904) 355-4585
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Prefer to receive the Messenger by email only? 
Let us know by emailing communication@rpcjax.org to opt out of the physical mailing! 
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