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Dear Riversiders: 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord!

Despite the unique challenges to ministry the pandemic has presented, we do not believe God ever asks us to 
sit still or tread water. At Riverside, we have had a vibrant year, and I am convinced the year ahead will be even 
more exciting still! Now is the time to strengthen our connections among our congregation and community by 
being the hands and feet of Christ, as God calls us to be. To that end, we’ve adopted the following theme to guide 
our stewardship in the year ahead: Deepening Connections: Faith in Action.

As we eagerly anticipate what God has in store for us, three important areas of focus emerge as our primary 
priorities as we seek to put our faith into action:
 • Deepen missional connections in Riverside Neighborhood and Beyond. Mission has long been 
the beating heart of our congregation, and this will never change. As we search for a new associate pastor for 
community outreach, we will maintain our collaboration with existing mission partners while also discerning 
new ways God may be calling us to engage in building relationships outside the church’s walls. Much fertile 
ground exists right around our church in Five Points, which provides an immediate starting point for new 
partnerships grounded in common concern for the neighborhood in which God has rooted us, always asking 
ourselves the question, “To whom is God sending us?”
 • Deepen connection with RPDS students and families. Our congregation and Day School share 
the mission of creating servant leaders, equipped to bless others both today and tomorrow as we seek to follow 
our Lord who came “not to be served but to serve.” We will strengthen our existing ties with RPDS and its 
families through our joint Cornerstone capital campaign, and a renewed focus on blending our shared worship 
and outreach ministries to partner more readily when our priorities overlap. 
 • Deepen faith engagement with visitors and expanding hospitality among church family. It’s been 
a difficult season for all of us, and within the life of the church, this is most evident in the area of fellowship. 
Many have been reminded of the value of community this past year while feeling disconnected and isolated on 
account of the pandemic, and it is important that we connect with each other and encourage one another in 
faith. We will renew our focus on reengaging existing members of all ages, from youth to the elderly, and offering 
hospitality to visitors and guests, creating an environment in which everyone will feel comfortable inviting their 
friends to church. 

We are grateful for your faithful support of our ministries and your annual pledge last year. Your steady 
contributions have borne much fruit in the life of our congregation! 

Will you continue to participate in supporting our ministries by making an annual pledge to Riverside in 2022? 
Would you consider increasing your pledge by an additional 5% this year? An aggregate increase of 5% over last 
year’s pledge dollars will allow us to pursue these goals with greater reach.  

Your annual pledge to our church is an investment in the work we believe Christ has called us to pursue as we 
seek to follow him wherever he may lead. Thank you for your generosity, which contributes to the mission of the 
Gospel, that all may know the love, grace, and justice of Jesus Christ. We hope you will continue to support our 
ministries throughout the year ahead!

Yours in Christ,

The Rev. Dr. Brian Lays, Pastor


