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It doesn’t take very long in my line of work for someone to walk up to me and 
ask, “So how long will it be before we get a real pastor? I mean, a full-time 
pastor?” I smile, knowing from experience that the inquirer means no harm. I 
assure them that I am a real pastor who’s been in this line of work for nearly four 
decades. I and existing pastors will continue to meet the pastoral and program 
needs of the congregation…on a full-time basis. Life at RPC will go on with 
vigor and joy for as long as I sit in the leadership seat you have entrusted to me. 

The song Jack Higson has been singing of late will be true of my departure as well: “You’re gonna miss 
me when I’m gone!” Jack Higson is not gone yet; and I will still be around for a goodly number of 
months …for better or worse.

Many of you have gone through pastoral transitions before, so you already know that in the PCUSA, 
the process takes a while. And it is a process! You will hear me say many times, “Trust the process.” I 
am committed to it because it is a good one. At the end of it all, you will most assuredly say, “Where 
did that time go?!?” At the beginning, it simply looks like a lot of hoop-jumping…which it is to some 
degree. AND the hoops are helpful and healthy for the journey that we are undertaking together. You 
all have a role to play in it, so keep alert and stay tuned.

I am also committed to open and frequent communication with the congregation. You elected a 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) a while back. They represent and work for you all. Before a 
church wrangles with questions about what kind of a pastor it wants, the members need to consider 
what kind of a church you want to be. They’ll ask for your input at various points along the way. We 
will have larger and smaller group opportunities to shine a bright light of honesty on ourselves in our 
effort to gain that wisdom. Various study documents need to be researched, written, and approved by 
Presbytery Poohbahs. THEN (sometime after the arrival of the New Year, I imagine), the PNC will 
begin to review the résumés of the many candidates that will be very interested in this fine position. 
In time, they will introduce that person for your review and approval. So relax and enjoy ongoing 
RPC life. Your elected reps have got this task! Don’t forget to pray for them, just the same.

I expect to be here for the next program year. You can expect the vital ministry that existed 
before I showed up to continue. AND some brilliant new things will be added to our already-rich 
congregational and community life. My brain is already churning mightily. I love and take great 
joy and pride (properly, of course) in my work. We will make some decisions that will be widely 
applauded; and we will try some things that will provide ample grist for the parking lot gossip mill. 
Well, maybe not quite that bad. In the middle of a moment of intense conversation, I might smile and 
sing, “You’re gonna miss me when I’m gone!” In the meantime, let’s get to work! The fall program 
year is underway and we’ve got a lot of ministry and mission to undertake together!

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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Riverside’s Emergency Preparedness Plan 
 
This plan is a living document that will be periodically reviewed and up-dated.  As information, programs, needs 
and times change, Riverside Presbyterian will continue to revise this plan.
• During and after the storm your first priority is to care for yourself, your family and nearby neighbors. 

Remember that travel away from home may be difficult, unpredictable and dangerous.
• If you need assistance, contact First Responders from the City emergency management, utility companies and 

nonprofit organizations like the American Red Cross and the Salvation Army. A list of resources is supplied in 
the jaxready guide available at jaxready.com

Hurricane Season is upon us

The Role of Riverside 
Presbyterian Church After the 
Storm
Riverside Presbyterian Church is located in historic Five 
Points.  It has a history of losing electricity for very short 
periods of time, due to severe weather.  If the church 
campus is not significantly damaged, and if church 
members and staff are available to supervise its use, RPC 
may be a place where our members might gather if their 
own home and neighborhood is flooded or damaged.  

If the church can 
host church families 
and friends displaced 
by the storm, the 
church may open 
and become a day 
center where families 
may come to obtain 
some food, shower 
and recharge their 
phones.  Riverside 
Presbyterian Church 
does not plan to 
serve as an overnight 
shelter or a public Day Center, which require special 
facilities, staffing and supplies.  

Call the church office, or monitor the church website for 
updates.

 904-355-4585 ◆  www.rpcjax.org

Information that will be useful for the church to know…
• How you were affected by the storm?
• What first response activities are happening in 
your area?
• What skills, equipment or information does your 
family need? 

The Church Deacons will attempt to contact church 
members who have been identified with special needs. 
Please call the office if you have someone to add to this 
list.  Special Needs registration before a storm with the 
city is also important.  See: Coj.net/specialneeds or  
(904)630-CITY.

Please understand that after a disaster, not only were 
YOU affected, but the church staff as well.  If the church 
staff has experienced destruction at their home or have 
evacuated, they may not be able to come to the church.  
This is where this plan becomes fluid, that is, a firm plan 
for the method of operation may not be available.  What 
we know is that the church staff or designated volunteer 
workers will make every attempt to get their own families 
safe, and then seek to find out the needs of church and its 
members and neighborhoods.  The Community Outreach 
Committee of RPC will consider how to respond to our 
neighbors in need and within the larger community.  Stay 
Safe!
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Pastor Nominating Committee
PNC September Update
Thank you for charging us with the important task of finding not only the person we think is the best person to be our 
new minister but also the person God is calling for our congregation. We all realize that this is a HUGE responsibility. 
What gives us peace of mind is knowing that we are not doing this alone. We feel the support from you and ask for 
your continued prayers during this process.

WHO ARE WE?
WHO IS GOD CALLING US TO BE?
WHERE IS GOD CALLING US TO GO?

In order to complete our Ministry Information Form we first need to answer these questions about RPC. As 
mentioned before we will be seeking your input through a survey and group forums.  Please reflect on these questions 
in preparation. The survey and group forums will take place September-October.

We will always be open to hear your comments and concerns.  
Please feel free to contact us via pncriverside@gmail.com or communicate with anyone on the committee directly.

Clare Charnley
Sarah Cotchaleovitch

Mary Coxe – Co-Chair
John Green

Mark Harbison
Virginia Hunt

Bud Para
Debbie Pierson

Leigh Rosenbloom – Co-Chair

John Sapora
Jessica Stevenson

Sam Swiercek
Clay Tousey

The Pastoral Nominating Committee

Jack Higson Retiring, Dave Tuttle Joining Staff
As of October 1, 2019, Jack Higson will retire from his full-time position as Business Manager and will move to a 
part-time (2days/week) status maintaining most of his finance and administration responsibilities. Jack has faithfully 
served Riverside Presbyterian Church for 15 years and worked closely with both the Finance and Administration and 
Property and Maintenance Committees. He will continue working with Finance and Administration which is chaired 
by Will Wheeler.
Dave Tuttle, a long-time member of RPC, will be assuming the property and maintenance portion of Jack’s job and 
will be working about 25 hours a week. Dave has extensive experience in home construction as well as non-profit 
management, most recently retiring from many years heading up Presbyterian Social Ministries. He also leads our bell 
choir. Dave will be working closely with the Property and Maintenance Committee which is chaired by Alan Bliss.
Please join us in thanking Jack for his service and in welcoming Dave to his new role.

Farewell Reception for our Business Administrator, Jack Higson
Jack has been Riverside’s Business Administrator since 2004.  He will be recognized on Sunday 
Sept. 15 at a reception held following the 11 am service in Bittinger Hall.  Jack has worked 
with many RPC members through various committees; Administration & Finance, Property 
& Maintenance, Stewardship, Trustees, Budget, Nominating and H.R.  All are invited to come 
down for punch and cake to honor Jack and his family.



5

RPC Basketball League 
Registration Open! 

The Riverside Basketball League 
is now accepting registrations 
for boys and girls. Don’t delay!  
We are anticipating another 
wonderful season of friendships, 
learning, competition and joy!  
The fee for one player is $145.00 
and for additional players in 
the same household the fee is 
$130.00.  This includes a uniform 

and eight games, weekly practice court time, and playoffs. 
You can register players by going to the league’s web 
site: www.RPCBasketball.org

Scholarship information and the League’s key dates are 
also at this site.  Please consider being a coach/assistant 
coach or volunteer game official – we’ll provide training 
and support.  As with last year, our League Director is 
Chip Stroud and the President of the League’s Board of 
Directors is Ben Campen.

Meet ICARE’s New Staff 
Liaison for Riverside!
There’s a “new guy” at Riverside and it’s 
NOT Pastor Z!  Meet Donovan Brown, 
ICARE’s new coordinator for our 
church.  Fresh off a two-year term of service in the Peace 
Corps that took him to Sierra Leonne, Africa, Donovan 
is back home and eager to get to know our congregation.
“I wanted to make a difference,” he responded when 
asked why he joined the Peace Corps, “and now I want 
to make a difference in Jacksonville.”  ICARE exists 
to bring real changes for a more just community.  The 
targeted “changes” are identified and voted on by 
every person who attends their meetings, so this is a 
grassroots movement.
Donovan grew up in Jacksonville and attended Ribault 
High School. In his new role, he will be contacting 
several of our members to get to know about our 
history, interests and concerns for our community. Our 
first RPC “House Meeting” is Tuesday September 24 and 
YOU are invited to come!  (Location TBA)

Caring for Our Environment: Stewardship of God’s Creation
Scientists project millions of animals will go extinct (many in the next couple of decades) as we humans continue to 
leave our heavy footprint all over the world. Insects in particular are threatened.  Did you know…Only 1% of insects 
are pests and the other 99% are the engines that feed and run the world.  From being a food source themselves, to 
pollinating 1/3 of our food crops, to recycling nutrients in the soil, we all depend on these insects for survival.
We as individuals can make a big difference by reducing the size of our lawns, planting more native plants which 
native animals rely on and using less pesticides in our yards.  Ornithologists have actually documented chickadee 
mothers flying right past exotics like the Crepe Myrtle to a native elm or oak to find the juicy caterpillars they need 
to feed their babies.

Come learn more about what to plant to ensure you have the most wildlife friendly yard possible.
  

RPC Elder Lisa Williams will host the following programs:
• Backyard Habitats Saturday Sept 28 at 3:30 pm at West Branch Library 1425 Chaffee Rd S
• Backyard Habitats Saturday Oct 19 at 3:30 pm at Murray Hill Library on Edgewood Ave

Sierra Club also has various important environmental programs planned. The next one is:
• Screening of Smog of the Sea on Monday Oct 14 at 6:30 pm at UNF
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MY DEACON 
EXPERIENCE
By Karen Weaver

I have just completed a term serving as a Deacon.  
Over the past two years, a new approach to our 
ministry called The Deacon Ministry Circle of Care 
was implemented.  The care groups reach out to new 
members; call on members who have been absent for 
an extended period; contact members coming home 
from the hospital or rehab; pray for those needing 
or requesting prayers; deliver flowers to members in 
rehab and the homebound; provide meals to new 
mothers and those who have been ill or suffered the 
loss of a loved one; care for those in assisted living or 
nursing care with visits, calls and cards; send notes and 
care packages to our military members; and offer a 
Caregivers Support Group for those caring for a loved 
one with memory or medical issues.  This past year 
alone, hundreds of member contacts were made by the 
Deacons and lay persons recruited to serve with the 
care groups.  

I found my time with the Deacons to be extremely 

rewarding.  Reaching 
out and sharing 
Christ’s love with 
members of our 
congregation has 
brought much joy 
to my life and to 
the other Deacons 
who have shared 
their stories at our 
meetings.  Seeing the 
joy and appreciation of the recipients of our outreach is 
especially gratifying.  

I cannot stress more the importance of the Deacon 
ministry.  With people living longer and the aging 
population, we have many members whose only 
contact with the church is through the Deacons 
and our ministers.  Lay members of the church are 
encouraged to serve on the various care groups.  I 
encourage you to consider serving as the rewards and 
joy it brings to your life are exponential.  Thank you 
so much for the incredible opportunity to serve as a 
Deacon and share Christ’s love.

In Christ’s Love,
Karen Weaver

Youth Ministry has 
kicked off! 
Youth ministry has kicked off at RPC! Whether it is 
through Sunday School, Youth Group, a retreat, worship 
or a service project, we hope your 6th-12th grader will 
consider being involved in the Youth Ministry Program 
at RPC. 

On Rally Day, our high schoolers gathered at the Rally 
Day potluck to plan for the fall. Our middle schoolers 
had a kickoff on Sunday evening. We had a huge paper 
airplane contest, played a life size game of relay tic tac toe 
and talked about what it means to be a church / youth 
group family. 

Please check www.rpcjax.org/learn/youth 
for up-to-date details. If you would like to receive the 
monthly calendar via snail mail or our youth emails, 
please email Breanna and let her know. 

Breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org 

Parents of 6th-12th graders: 
We would like to invite you to a gathering that is just 

for you. 
Saturday night, September 28 at 6:30 pm. Come to the 

McDonald’s home. Bring a dish to share if you can. We 
will also be cooking up some pork tenderloin. This will 
be a casual and relaxed gathering to get to know each 
other better as well as Breanna, Bill and Pastor Z. 
5075 Charlemagne Road, Jacksonville FL 32210
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Sulzbacher Center – 
September 19,   2019
The celebration 
includes dinner, 

drinks, live music, and a silent auction at the Times-
Union Center for the Performing Arts. Reception 5 pm; 
Theater Program 6:30 pm;  Dessert 7:30 pm.  Contact: 
sulzbacherjax.org

Sanctuary on 
8th St. - 
Friday 
September 
20, 2019 | 6:00  
– 9:00 pm at 
The Garden 
Club of 
Jacksonville, 
Inc. This year’s 

theme celebrates old Florida. Expect great food and 
drink, live music from Junco Royals, silent auction and 
an update on their amazing students. 
Contact:   janet@sanctuaryon8th.org;  904-356-3588

Presbyterian Social 
Ministries – 
PSM on the Map
Celebrating their 
15th year serving 

Jacksonville and beyond.  October 10, 2019, 5:30 pm; 
location to be announced.  Contact:TeriKetchum@
PresbyterianSocialMinistries.org, 904-338-0920

Downtown 
Ecumenical 
Services Council - 
DESC Defenders

Saturday October 26, 5:30-9:30 pm at WJCT (100 Festival 
Park Avenue). Captain Underwear, Princess Pantaloons, 
Commander Current and our newest DEFENDER, Queen 
Appétit, are calling all of Jacksonville’s finest citizens to don 
their capes and join them in tackling the oppressive forces 
of chronic poverty.  descjax.org/defenders or 904-358-
3935 for more information.

Mission of the Month:  Our Mission Partners and their needs

September 2019 Birthdays
September 7
Armstrong, George
Cummings, Cade
Fackler, Katie
Gittings, Kyle

September 8
Adams, Bill
Schwalbe Sr., Dick

September 9
Brumback, Thomas
Cable, Nancy
Cummings, Evie
Hassel, Leslie Ann
Heeg, Bryce

September 10
Crumpler, Debbie
Evert, Kinga
Fisher, Michael W.
Podeyn, Holden
VanTice, Walker

September 11
Clements, Joe
Judd, Steve
McCullough, Mia

September 12
Andrews, Jim
Breedlove, Vickie
Prince, Karen
Schallen, Konika

September 13
McKendree, Tyler

September 14
Charnley, Clare
Gittings, Bobbie
Tuttle, Carolyn
Weaver, Karen

September 15
Boyd, Maggie
Hodak, Cory
Rattigan, Molly

September 16
Chrystal, Vance
Davis, Gardner
Pattishall, Myra

September 17
Rice, Brooke

September 1
Fisher, Michael Medill
Mixson, Corena

September 2
Crabtree, Kelly

September 3
Frazier, Margo
Madison, Joan
Moseley, Linda
Wrenshall, Ruth

September 4
Stevenson, Eli

September 5
Coley, Claudia
Judd, Denise
Klima, Bill
Spohr, Caden

September 6
Diebenow, Atlantic
Root, Ron
Wrenn, David

September 18
Michaelis, William
Prince, Ryan
Thompson, Lynn

September 19
Klima, Liddy
Milne, Stephanie

September 20
Bruening, Carly
Tran, Juno

September 21
Child, Dale

September 22
Davis, Martha
Hardwick, Judi
McNeil, Jared
Villano, Isabella
Zeigler, Virginia

September 23
Bartholomew, Mary

September 24
Alexander, David
Campen, Robin
Cavendish, Caroline
Gillam, Grady
Hodge, Jim
Overton, Will
Polito, Elise
Vodenicker, Trip

September 25
Riley, Clayton
Rosenbloom, Hoyt
Williamson, Sherry

September 26
Cunningham, Matt
King, Leo
Kresge, Jen
Morrow, Susie
Sandlin, Ben

September 27
Crooks,Jim
Hahn, Laura
Hoffman, Daren
McDowell, Ford
Trice, Nell

September 28
Newton, Trent
Spanton, Tee

September 29
Fitch, Cindy
Mahoney, Olive
McEachin, Debra

September 30
McCullough, Matt
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Explore Your Options for Faith Development this Fall          
Sunday Mornings Beginning September 8 at 9:30 am

ON-GOING CLASSES FOR ADULTS
• Herb Underwood Class .......................................................................................................... EB: Thompson Parlor

Teacher: Clay Boone. Adult Bible Study
• The Bridge ClassBldg:  ............................................................................................................................. EB: Library

Teacher: Emily Heeg will teach the 10 Commandments in Sept and Oct
• Ed Pratt-Dannals/Ragsdale Bible Study ..........................................................................Wms. Bldg: 2nd FL Library

Rev. John Ragsdale and Ed Pratt-Dannals will teach Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.
• Meditation ...............................................................................................................................................EB: Rm 312

Facilitator: Nancy Splane. Both experienced and beginner meditators welcome.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SHORT-TERM ELECTIVES FOR ADULTS
• Intro to Pastor Z  .......................................................................................................................... EB: Rm 302 - 303

September 8 and 15: Come & hear Pastor Z  (Topic to be determined)   
• Women’s Bible Study-Prayers of the Old Testament ................................................... Wms. Bldg: 2nd Fl Conf Rm
     October 6 - November 10. Led by Janie Jones. 

Join this group of women for 6 weeks as they learn about the prayers of Moses, Hannah, Samuel, Solomon, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Jonah and Habakkuk. The study will explore how we can use these prayers as guides to grow and develop 
our own prayer practices. This group is offered once in the fall and once in the spring. All women are welcome.

• Membership Explo(ration)!  ....................................................................... EB: Church Office in Pastor Z’s Office
     Sundays September 22 and 29 at 9:30 am 

A two-week class for recent participants considering membership in RPC; AND for members who would like a 
short refresher course on what membership means. Non-RPC members will be offered an opportunity to join but 
are not required to do so. Come with your questions, please.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 9:30 am
• Nursery: Williams Bldg Rms 104-105 • 4th-5th Grades: Ed Bldg Rm 306
• 3-4 Year Olds: Williams Bldg Rm 102 • Middle School: Ed Bldg Rm 304
• Kindergarten-1st Grade: Ed Bldg Rm 301 • Confirmation: Ed Bldg Rm 310-311 (begins Sept 15) 
• 2nd-3rd Grades: Ed Bldg Rm 307 • High School: 729 Park St (Youth Bldg)

Secret Pals Reach Out to College Students!
A Secret Pal…keeps in touch with one college student during the school year.
A Secret Pal…corresponds in different ways: sends cards, writes letters, or sends care

 packages.
A Secret Pal…communicates to their college student how much Riverside loves them.
A Secret Pal…prays for their student.

Riverside has almost 50 college students!  Please consider being a Secret Pal this year.  Look for the sign-up table 
in the breezeway each Sunday in September starting on Sept 8. Or email jeangrantdooley@gmail.com.
(Parents, please help out by emailing us your student’s college address.)
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Each month the Riverside Presbyterian music ministry will feature 
thoughts and memories of  one of our own church musicians.

This month we hear from Ken Mixon, bass and Director of the Chancel Choir: 
My earliest memory was my mom playing recordings of classical music – so much so 
that I would go to sleep listening to beautiful music. I am grateful that God created 
music, and blessed so many with the gift. I am thankful for my musical talents.
I also believe that God created music for Christians to praise Him.  The text of one 
of my favorite hymns says “Come Christians, join to sing! Alleluia, Amen!” What a 
privilege for our congregation to join as one voice and praise God through the singing 
of these great hymns.

You are welcome to join one or more of these groups. 
Contact Lois Gurney for more information: lois.gurney@rpcjax.org
REHEARSALS:
Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm Instrumental Ensemble, Choir room.
  6:30-7:30 pm Hand Bell rehearsal, Sanctuary.
Thursdays  6:00-6:15 pm “We’ve got rhythm” – learn or brush up on your music rhythm reading skills. Park Street Underground.
  6:15-7:00 pm  Celebration Singers, Park Street Underground.
  7:15-9:00 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room.
Sundays  10:15 am Chancel Choir rehearsal

Lunch & Learn:
Jekyll Island Dolphin Tour & Lunch @ The Wharf

Thursday September 26, 9:30 am – 5:00 pm 
$25, plus $ for Lunch at The Wharf; 

Max: 45
Our fully narrated private 90-minute dolphin/sightseeing 
tour leaves from the Jekyll Wharf.    We travel the scenic 
waterways of beautiful Jekyll Island to observe the 
magnificent bottle-nose dolphins feeding, playing, or 
simply cruising about in their natural habitat.  We will 
learn about their social behavior, feeding habits, and much 
more. The waters around Jekyll are home to one of the 
world’s largest populations of these beautiful creatures. 
The tour takes us along the intra-coastal waterway, salt 
marshes and wilderness beaches. Along with seeing 
dolphin there are often sea turtles, manatees, egrets, 
herons, roseate spoonbills, and osprey plus shrimp boats 
and luxury yachts.  We will depart from the Riverside 
Presbyterian Apartments.

 Jim McGill has recovered from health problems 
that sidelined him for many weeks earlier in 2019.  He 
has returned to the field, visiting the town of Juba in 
South Sudan to build a partnership there with a new 
vocational technical center.  Jim will provide the water 
technician training that will tie in to the agricultural 
irrigation programs of the center.  Located on the 
eastern bank of the Nile River not far from Juba, the land 
for agricultural and technical training will be a teaching 
and demonstration facility for neighboring citizens and 
organizations to visit.  The entire region will benefit from 
the improved sanitation and water systems.
 In Niger, Jim is working with local church partners 
and ten rural health care facilities to bring modern 
sanitation, hygiene and clean water to the health care 
providers and their clients.
 Thanks to your support of Riverside’s general 
operating budget, we can support these life-altering 
measures and extend Christ’s love in tangible ways, from 
Jacksonville to Juba and beyond!

Volunteers at Sulzbacher in August
Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher Homeless Center on August 
8.  Monthly Coordinator: Jessica Stevenson; Cooks: Sue Haehnel, and Susan Humes;  Servers:  Maribeth Ashley, Mary 
Anne Eldreth, Mark Gebhardt, Matt and Jessica Stevenson.

SERVERS AND COOKS ARE NEEDED ON September 12!   

Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to sign up.

Riverside’s Mission Co-workers in 
South Sudan and Niger
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 LABOR DAY - SEPTEMBER 2
Church office will  be closed

Beginning  SEPTEMBER 6, 
the Church Office will close

 at 12 noon on Fridays. 


