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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

Interim times in church life provide an opportunity to stop, look, and listen in an 
intentional way. We stop (or at least slow down), allowing ourselves to sense the spiritual 
signals that are always all around us. We slow a step or two and put our spiritual antennae 
up in our effort to discern who and what and where we are as a gathering of Jesus’ people.

We look. We can’t see the future, so we cast our glance backwards. We see where we’ve 
been and how God has accompanied Riverside Presbyterian Church members and 

ministries through the years. The intermingling of church and community leadership and activities stands as an 
enduring reality of church life. We proudly tout our history and valued place in the life of the greater Riverside 
community.

We listen. Living in Faith Everyday (LiFE) calls us on a winding journey through time and space. The Spirit 
invites us into an open discussion about where we go from here as we face another fork in the road. A talented 
and dedicated group of members, the Pastor Nominating Committee, is undertaking this task in a vigorous and 
specific manner at this very moment. They should not be the only participants in church life who are listening for 
the Spirit’s guidance, however. That duty should consume us all. You all have been invited to share your wisdom.

Great efforts to accomplish important ministries require sufficient resources. We invite you to stop, look, and 
listen from your vantage point relative to RPC. We will continue to highlight the ways for you to share your time 
and talent around RPC. We now ask you also to estimate the amount of your treasure you will contribute in 2020. 
Our budget for the coming year will look a lot like 2019, though we expect that one of the central personalities 
will change later this year. In the meantime, we expect and intend to keep moving ahead in our effort to lead in 
and minister to our community. Please respond generously to our request for financial support. 

We hope that you will support our efforts at least as much as you did for 2019 and consider a percentage or more 
increase for 2020. Remember, the tithe (10% of your wealth) remains the biblical norm. A 2020 estimate of giving 
form will be sent to you in a future mailing. Please take the Apostle Paul’s instruction to heart in this matter: Each 
of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.

We invite you to consider this request prayerfully and be prepared to return your commitment card during 
worship on November 3. You may also return it to the Church Office at any time and we will include your 
promise along with the other estimates we receive on that day. 

No, we haven’t slowed too much in this interim time. Nearly all of our programs and ministries have been 
functioning at full-speed. We encourage you to stop and look back at God’s faithfulness in our church history and 
in your personal story; then, to listen to the Spirit for the ways you can blend your time, talent, and treasure into 
the church’s gift mix as we march boldly into the next chapter of church life together.

Gratefully, The Rev. Conley A. Zomermaand, Interim Pastor

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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Here at Riverside Presbyterian, 
we have a newly formed 
Liturgical Arts Committee 
tasked with enhancing our 
worship experience with the 
addition of visual theology.
 
For our first art installation, 
to be on World Communion 
Sunday, October 6, we are 

creating prayer flags ahead of time to be displayed 
both inside the church sanctuary and outside the 
church. Church members will write prayers for the 
world and World Communion. The flags could have 
words, symbols, word clouds or actual drawings, so 
everybody, all ages can participate in the four Sundays 
before October 6. We are planning to have ways for 
the community to write prayers on the flags too. We 

will install the strands of prayer flags a few days before 
October 6. Also on October 6, there will be buckets of 
sidewalk chalk available between services for people 
to draw on the sidewalks in the courtyard area around 
the church to commemorate the significance of World 
Communion and write 
words of “Welcome” 
in many languages. A 
banner will also be on 
display with a message 
focused on Jesus’ 
response in parable to 
the lawyer’s question:  
Who is my neighbor?  
If you would like to join 
this committee, please 
contact Dale Child, 
384-7125.    

Arts at Riverside

Shiver at the River Carnival – Wed. October 23 

The “Shiver at the River” Carnival of Fun is happening on Wed. October 23, 5:45-7:15 pm on Rice Sports Zone.  
Beginning at 7:00 pm kids can enjoy the Trunk or Treat and then enter the fun chilling experience in the Youth 
Building! Come check it out…free games, inflatables, ice cream treats, and a Costume Parade! 
If you are able to help out that night, please contact Jan Nicholas, Emily Heeg or the church office (904) 355-4585

Twenty-Five Years for Fonkoze
Celebrating An Idea that Works!

In 1994 a Catholic priest named Father Joseph had a notion that even the poorest of the poor in Haiti could, 
if given the tools, rise out of their desperate situation.  Since that time, many thousands of Haitian families have 
gained a significant measure of security, dignity, health and hope through the work of Haiti’s largest micro-finance 
organization, Fonkoze. 

Fonkoze means “shoulder to shoulder”, and Riverside has worked side by side with 
Fonkoze staff to make a tremendous impact on this island shared by the Dominican Republic 
and Haiti. On September 21 the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables was the site of a great 
celebration of the work of Fonkoze over the last twenty-five years.  Alan Bliss, Michael Fisher, 
Lois Gurney, Jim and Rebecca Langer and Bill Hoff represented RPC at the gala that featured 
Haitian entertainers and moving testimonials from women who have experienced “good 
news for the poor” through Fonkoze.  

Your gifts and prayers have funded the wonderful transformation of thousands of lives!  
Let us join the celebration!



4

Pastor Nominating Committee
PNC October Update

The Pastor Nominating Committee would like to thank the over 125 people who completed the survey to help 
us gather information needed to create the Ministry Information Form (MIF). We are pleased with the participation 
and overwhelmed by the obvious love our congregation has for RPC.

Another vital part of our research will be through three focus groups taking place in the month of October.  
The dates are as follows,

Sunday, October 20 9:30am-10:30am in Bittinger Hall
Saturday, October 26 6pm-8pm The Stevenson’s 4304 McGirts Blvd, (RSVP for childcare)
Sunday, October 27 9:30am – 10:30am in Bittinger Hall

The purpose of the focus groups is to provide an opportunity for you to discuss ideas and opinions not 
addressed on the survey.  Your voice matters, and your participation is an integral part of the process.

Questions or concerns? Please feel free to contact us via pncriverside@gmail.com or communicate with 
anyone on the committee directly.

A Note of Thanks from Jack Higson
To Riverside Presbyterian:
Dear RPC friends, thank you for permitting me to serve you for almost 16 years.  Our 
time together has meant so much to me…here is why.  After receiving my degree in 
Economics and an MBA from Rutgers, I spent over 35 years in business managing finance, 
operations, and human resources with some large Fortune 100 companies and some smaller 
organizations.  This was in the insurance, packaging, engineering and chemical industries.  
During these years, I tried my best to serve our Lord in these vocational efforts, and when 
not at work, in my various volunteer church efforts.

Then, I received the opportunity to join the RPC staff and truly blend vocation with love for Christ. For this, I will 
forever be grateful to you.  These years of church mission have been wonderful as I served our Lord Jesus Christ by 
serving our fellow man and woman.  A church is not the buildings, or structures or property, it is the people, and the 
people are you!  You have made my ministry with RPC so very special for me.  Please accept my heartfelt thanks for 
this opportunity.  
As I move on to the next phase of my life, while still serving the Lord as I work part time both here at RPC and at my 
home church of Orange Park Presbyterian, I look forward to spending more time with my family.  This includes my 
wonderful wife of 33 years, and our four children and five grandsons, who are located here in Northeast Florida, and 
in the NJ/New York City area.

Thank You and Blessings, 
Jack Higson

Clare Charnley
Sarah Cotchaleovitch
Mary Coxe – Co-Chair
John Green
Mark Harbison
Virginia Hunt
Bud Para

Debbie Pierson
Leigh Rosenbloom – Co-Chair
John Sapora
Jessica Stevenson
Sam Swiercek
Clay Tousey

The Pastoral Nominating Committee
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October Earth Care Tips: 
Riverside Presbyterian Church is an 

Earth Care Congregation

1. Plant a food garden. Contact Nathan Ballantine at maninoveralls@gmail.com for more info
2. Plant with a focus on layers from the ground layer, to shrub layer, to understory to canopy.  

A more diverse environment will attract more diverse animal species.
3. Don’t deadhead flowers in the winter.  Birds depend on the seeds in the dead bloom.  Wait until spring to 

clean up the yard.

This month we welcome David Tuttle, tenor in the 
Chancel choir, Euphonium in the Instrumental Ensemble, 
Director of Riverside Hand Bell choir, and Property 
Manager.

“My path into church music started with learning to play 
trumpet in public school.  With encouragement from 
family, I studied trumpet privately with the trumpet 
professor at the University of Michigan while still in high 
school.  After high school I studied trumpet for a year 
as an exchange student in Germany.  I sing too, but not 
because I have a solo quality voice; I read music and love 
all kinds.

Music has followed me wherever I have lived and 
worked...Michigan, Germany, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Virginia and Florida.  Music is in me, and I look for ways 
to express that love wherever I am.  Last year I had a nasty 
fall which left a scar on my lower lip that made it difficult 
to play trumpet.  A bigger mouthpiece and instrument...a 
euphonium…has allowed me to keep expressing myself.  
The instrument is the vehicle for expressing music...the 
instrument is NOT the music.  

Riverside Presbyterian Church has become home for 
my family and I because of the sound spiritual teaching, 
mission work and its music programs.”

Rehearsals:

Wednesdays 
4:30-5:30 pm Instrumental Ensemble, Choir room.
6:30-7:30 pm Hand Bell rehearsal, Sanctuary.
6:15-7:00 pm  Celebration Singers, Park St Underground.  
7:15-9:00 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal, Choir Room.

Sundays 
10:15 am Chancel Choir rehearsal
  
Riverside musicians sing and play because we love 
making music and want to express God’s love through 
music.  If you play an instrument, hand bells, or enjoy 
singing, you are very welcome to join one or more of 
these groups. 
Contact Lois Gurney for more information: lois.gurney@
rpcjax.org

Books from Steve Goyer
Steve left some books from his book collection here at the church for church members 
and friends to rummage through and take for their own. The books are in boxes in the 
Church Library and will remain there for the next few weeks. Afterward, the church staff 
will donate the books. Please come and see if there are any books you would enjoy.

Music Ministry
Each month the Riverside Presbyterian music ministry will feature thoughts and memories of one of our church musicians.
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Helpful Model of Faith 
Development for Parents
By Emily Heeg
I have been reading a short 
book “Dear Parent: A Guide 
for Family Faith Formation” 
by Laura and Robert J. 
Keeley.  I have read several 
books about faith formation 
for families, and this book is 
the most helpful I have read. Faith formation seems like 
a complicated and often overwhelming task for parents 
and for the church. We know the primary place faith 
formation takes place is in the home which adds to this 
overwhelming feeling for parents. The book offers a 
helpful framework for parents and churches to consider 
faith formation. The authors suggest there are 4 main 
building blocks of faith formation that tell the story 
of how God is working in us and through us and are 
applicable for all ages. 

1. I belong to Jesus and to his body, the church.
2. I know and understand the story of God’s faithfulness, 

of which I am a part.
3. That story has a climatic conclusion. I have hope, 

through Christ, in all of God’s promises. God is 
making all things new, and God is using us to 
accomplish that.

4. Inside that story, I am called to work in God’s 
kingdom, and I am equipped to do that work.

The authors encourage parents to look at each of these 
building blocks and use this framework to help make 
decisions about family routines, activities, practices and 
day-to-day interactions. The authors, of course, go into 
more detail about each of these building blocks, but it 
is simple enough to just take a look at the concepts and 
imagine some ideas for your own family. I am excited 
to help families explore this concept more. So look for a 
class coming up soon!

Lunch & Learn:  A visit to Nathan’s 
Urban Farm! 
Wednesday, October 30
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Cost: $10 and Bring $ for lunch at Congaree and Penn
Nathan Ballentine, aka “Man in Overalls” (husband of 
Mary Elizabeth and son-in-law of Jean Grant-Dooley!) 
has invited us to 
visit his backyard 
urban farm.  The 
tour will include 
a test of taste & 
smell, information 
on what we can 
grow in our own 
backyards and 
Nathan’s vision of 
inspiring people 
to grow lots of 
food in the least 
amount of space 
possible.   Lunch 
will be at Congaree 
and Penn, another 
area farm with an 
emphasis on “seed to mouth” and “field to fork” full circle 
understanding of food production. 

Join us on October 5 in welcoming our LGBTQ+ 

neighbors at this year’s River City Pride 
Parade. The parade goes right past our doors on its 
way to Riverside Park. We will gather at 4:00 pm to show 

RPC’s love and support for our community.

ICARE News
October is an important month for 

the work of ICARE in Jacksonville. All 
around the city, house meetings have 
taken place and the listening process is 
wrapping up by October 7.  Next, the 
Staff will digest all of this data and present 
results at the Community Problems Assembly on October 
28.  All of those present that evening will then vote on 
what will be ICARE’s goals for 2019-2020.  

Every vote counts so we need a strong turnout on the 
28th!   The CPA will begin at 7:00 pm at Christ the King 
Catholic Church, at the corner of Arlington Road and 
the Arlington Expressway.  Carpooling will be available 
from our church.  Help set the community agenda while 
learning from your fellow Jacksonville citizens!  

Questions? Contact Bill Hoff (bill.hoff@rpcjax.org) 
or John Sapora (jsapora@gmail.com).
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October 2019 Birthdays
October 7

Davis, Margaret
Davis, Olivia
Howey, Bill
Kibili, Jan
Lambert, Laura
Spohr, Cliff
Swiercek, Andy
Wilson, Jess

October 8
Hasselblad, Vic

October 9
Wallace, Lucy

October 10
Hoffman, 
Jeanette
Miller, Tom
Simmons, 
Peaches

October 11
Boone, Gena
Todd, Salley

October 12
McDonald, 
Jude
Woodall, Pete

October 13 - 
NONE

October 14
Cook, Michele
Humes, Frances
Newton, Kathy

October 15
McKendree, 
Lisa

October 16
Burns, Bill
Campbell, 
Samantha
Dunham, Kathy
Zomermaand, 
Conley

October 17
Hunt, Catherine

October 1
Alvarez, Mandy
Brown, Mary

October 2
Gaillard, Rachel
Hazard, Betty
Kraus, Delta
Williams, Fin

October 3
Jenkins, Kelly
Smathers, Bruce
Watkins, Vicky

October 4
Eyrick, Chris
Harbison, Will
Pence, John
Worsham, Alexa

October 5
Allen, Colyer

October 6
Lobello, Tom
Rosenbloom, 
Partner

October 18
Coll, Emily

October 19
Brinkman, Walt
Wingate, Judy

October 20
Black, Susan
Charnley, Camp
Hall, Lilly
McDougall, 
Robert
Riley, Margaret 
Ann

October 21
Downing, Don
Harding, Kae
Harding, 
Michael
Suggs, Susan

October 22
Alvarez, Trey
Woodall, 
Kendall
Zeigler, Mark

October 23
Walker, Will

October 24
Milne, Isy
Smith, Sara
Spohr, Piper

October 25
Littlepage, 
Mary Kress
Meyer, Anne
Milne, Diane
Milne, Dougie
Perritt, Suzanne
Proctor, Bill
Robinson, 
Dannette
Splane, Nancy

October 26
Grisnik, John

October 27
Dorsey, Darren
Matson, Caden
Mueller, Wendy

October 28
Erdelyi, Mike

October 29
Hampton, Wycke
Lane, Michael
Mixson, Beth

October 30
Garas, Samer
Gittings, Ann
Rattigan, Mark
Walker, Ryan

October 31
Cassell, Gowie

Presbyterian Social 
Ministries – 
PSM on the Map
Celebrating their 
15th year serving 

Jacksonville and beyond.  October 10, 2019, 5:30 pm; 
location to be announced.  Contact:TeriKetchum@
PresbyterianSocialMinistries.org, 904-338-0920

Downtown 
Ecumenical 
Services Council - 
DESC Defenders

Saturday October 26, 5:30-9:30 pm at WJCT (100 Festival 
Park Avenue). Captain Underwear, Princess Pantaloons, 
Commander Current and our newest DEFENDER, Queen 
Appétit, are calling all of Jacksonville’s finest citizens to don 
their capes and join them in tackling the oppressive forces 
of chronic poverty.  descjax.org/defenders or 904-358-
3935 for more information.

Fall Fundraisers for our 
Mission Partners

Mission of the Month:  
Lunch Buddies 
Lunch Buddies at West Riverside Elementary

Do you enjoy playing Battleship 
or Checkers?! Or perhaps working 
with play dough?  With just 30 
minutes a week, you can make a 
difference in the life of a young 
child.  There is a waiting list for 
Lunch Buddies at West Riverside 
Elementary.  An adult is matched 
up with a student (pre-K through 5th) and meets with 
that student once a week during lunch time to play 
games, read books or just talk. The children are chosen 
because of a need for extra positive adult attention.  The 
guidance counselor says that Lunch Buddies are making 
a huge impact on the school.  Imagine just 30 minutes a 
week of your time giving hope and joy to a young child.  
New lunch buddies will be selected to start in January.  
Contact Bud Para (651-0814) or Jean Grant-Dooley (859-
0359) for more information.
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Children’s Sunday School 
by Dick Schwalbe

Children’s Sunday School involves Jesus, 
teachers, children and parents.

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you a king, then?” 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 

I was born and came into the world for this one purpose, 
to speak about the truth. Whoever belongs to the truth 
listens to me.” Sunday School is a one hour a week place 
where children are able to listen to the truth.

The teachers are the messengers of the truth who in so 
doing also receive the truth. Jesus said in John 17:20, “I 
pray not only for them (the messengers), but also for 
those who believe in me because of their message” (the 
children).

The children’s expectations in Sunday School are to learn 
about the Bible, Jesus and God, to work hard in Sunday 
School and follow the rules, and most importantly and 
the best for everyone is to have fun.
Lastly, the parents, participants in the miracle of children, 
who bring their children to Sunday School. Without 
them, there would be no one to listen to the truth on 
Sunday morning at 9:30 am. 

Youth Who Practice
Youth Ministry is made up of a lot of different things. 
This photo below may not look like much but it 
means a whole lot. Each time we have youth group 
this year, we are participating in this paper chain 
spiritual practice to guide us in our prayer. Some 
weeks, we are praying for others, some weeks for 
ourselves or another group of people. This practice 
is done quietly and contemplatively. After writing 
our prayer, we staple our slip of paper into a loop 
and connect them to the 
chain already hung up on 
the wall. Throughout the 
year, we will be able to 
reflect on past prayers and 
also have a tiny peek into 
the “progress” and power 
of being surrounded by 
prayer! (Photo is after our first 
week of paper prayer)

by Breanna Sooter Youth Ministry has some beautiful still moments but 
also some wild and crazy ones too. I am thankful 
for all of the moments I get with RPC youth and for 
all that they teach me! If you would like to support 
youth ministry at RPC, consider volunteering with 
our youth, cooking youth group dinner or purchasing 
a few plants from our Fall Plant Sale. Go online for 
more info! 

www.rpcjax.org/programs/youth
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Volunteers at Sulzbacher in September
Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served at the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher 
Homeless Center on September 12; 
Monthly Coordinator: Julie Handley; Cooks: Sue Haehnel, Joe Eberly and Pat Setzer;  Servers:  
Dan & Nancy Warner, Denise Judd, Mattox Hair and Julie Handley. 

Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to sign up.

IONA PILGRIMAGE
Well LORD, here we are...

We’ve braved the high seas to see Your masterful work in stone...and to start the journey home.
We’ve danced with sheep with Dalmatian legs, and hairy bulls. 
We’ve befriended dogs and chickens...and caught a quick glimpse of a rare bird!
We’ve seen flowers and vegetables we’ve never seen before...and “thistles”!  
We’ve shared time with a gracious and generous people from a world we’ve come to know...but just a wee bit.
We’ve challenged and gotten to know ourselves through a quest to collect pebbles of many colors...rolled and scoured 
to beautiful shapes...on an island from the beginning of time.
We’ve prayed in and listened to beautiful music in an abbey started by You centuries ago with the help of a man who 
listened to and followed Your plan for his life.
We’ve seen castles and cathedrals...talked of battles, kings and queens.
We’ve seen golf courses, remnants of old castles and cathedrals...and watched young men and women in red readying 
themselves for a new season in their lives.
We’ve driven through country sides of greens and blues, grays and browns, waterfalls and animals, hamlets and farms, 
bridges and lochs. 
We’ve seen old cities, rich with history.
We’ve followed the birth of our Presbyterian heritage from the Reformation...hearing about the struggles of the men 
and women who fought and died in martyrdom.
We’ve enjoyed listening to our well informed and personable tour guides...marveled at the finesse (!) of our coach 
drivers...and more than appreciated the time, effort, and LOVE put into the 
planning of each day by our wonderful spiritual and travel guides.
We’ve eaten food we never EVER thought we would eat (!)...and on occasion had 
a wee dram of a very new, never before tasted, combination of spirits!
We’ve spent time sharing, as a group, our thoughts, our discoveries, our day, in a 
welcoming and loving circle, dotted with Celtic poems and prayers.
We’ve surely demonstrated Christian love through our works and service to one 
another and to those around us.
We’ve cried and laughed...spent time with new and old friends...and spent time 
alone, contemplating how our lives have been and will be changed by this 10 day 
experience.

And we came to find You in all of this, LORD...thank you, LORD, for walking with us...
thank You, LORD, for protecting us through weather, missteps, and health issues...and 
thank You, LORD, for Your timeless work in humanity’s behalf.
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