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Friends in Christ,

Greetings! Normally, I would make mention of autumn in an October newsletter, but 
many of you have explained to me that Fall is an approximated season in Florida, and 
that perhaps by November it will be cooler, in the reasonable sense of the word. Whatever 
the weather, Fall is always an important season in the life of our church, and indeed, our 
sights are set on what lies before us.

We are now accepting nominations for the offices of elder, deacon, and trustee, for the 
class of 2024. Our nominating committee has begun their work, and we are grateful for their participation in 
this important ministry of discernment. We encourage each of you to prayerfully consider who you believe God 
is calling to serve in these capacities in the years to come. As you know, as a church we are a priesthood of all 
believers, and we all participate in ministry, first by nominating church officers, and then by empowering them to 
lead us faithfully. Please submit your nominations in the offering box after worship, or email your nominations to 
Teri Wright in the church office.

Also underway is our stewardship campaign for 2021. Through the theme “windows of faith,” we are having a look 
into the many ways RPC strengthens and nurtures the faith of our members through our various ministries of 
compassion, service, education, and worship. Please take the time to view the devotional videos, a couple of which 
are posted weekly to our Vimeo page ( www.vimeo.com/riversidepresjax ) to discover all the ways in which God 
continues to be at work in our midst. Please also prayerfully consider how God might be calling you to participate 
in and contribute to these many ministries in the year to come. Thank you, in advance, for your faithfulness to our 
church!

Finally, as this year winds down, we celebrate the ministry of Carol DiGiusto with deep gratitude to God. Carol has 
been following God’s call since growing up in Sunday School at RPC as a child, and while her career took her to some 
other places and churches, she has finished up her formal ministry here in our midst with tremendous wisdom and 
compassion. Her formal letter announcing her retirement can be found in this issue (Page 3), and though she will be 
deeply missed, her work with the Deacons and in pastoral care will continue to be felt for years to come. Please join us 
in thanking Carol for her dedication to Christ at our church between now and the end of January. 
 
Friends, we have much to be grateful for as we take stock of where we are and look ahead to what’s before us. Please 
know of my gratitude to each of you for welcoming me into your midst, and for all the amazing ways you serve Christ 
with passion and hope. It is a joy to be in ministry with you!

Stay safe and well, and may the love of Christ surround you this day!
Grace and peace,

Pastor Brian

From Your Pastor
Brian Lays
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Retirement of Rev. Carol DiGiusto
Thank you, Carol!

Dear Beloved Family in Christ,

Thank you for the most amazing 
and grace-filled journey of faith! 
From the Riverside Cradle Roll to 
being ordained an Elder almost 
50 years ago, to four years ago 
inviting me to serve with you, 
you have cared and nurtured, 
prayed and discerned with me, 

supported and shared in ministry. I stand on the shoulders 
of and stand among many saints. You are a faith filled 
community that makes Christ Love incarnate on an hourly 
basis. I am so very grateful. 

After prayerful discernment, I am retiring from serving 
as Parish Associate for Visitation. I will conclude my time 
on January 31, 2021, as Pastor Brian Lays returns from 
paternity leave. 

What an honor and privilege my time with you has been. 
I am thrilled that my ministry ends where it began. Being 
with you again has been the greatest gift. 
Many times over, thank you!

In Christ Love,
Carol

The mission of the Deacon Ministry is to surround 
members of Riverside Presbyterian in Christ Love. 
Recently the Deacons received a gift from Karen 
Weaver’s family honoring her service as a Deacon. 

A Deacon task force decided to use the contribution 
from the Weaver family to create a fund to provide 
financial aid to Riverside members facing economic 
challenges.  The Deacons are pleased to announce the 
establishment of the Member Care Fund to provide 
financial assistance to Riverside members experiencing 
hardship or crisis.   

Here is how the Fund works:

• The purpose of the fund is to help members of Riverside 
Presbyterian Church who are experiencing a hardship or 
crisis.  It is not a continuing source of income.
• This is a confidential ministry.  Only the Pastor(s) will 
know the name of the individual or family recipient. 
Individuals seeking help should contact Carol DiGiusto, 
Brian Lays, or Bill Hoff.  

• The need will be determined by an interview with one 
of the pastors. 
• The fund is not a loan.  It is a gift.
• Payments will be made to the debtor (a company, 
landlord, JEA, etc.).  No funds will be given directly to 
individuals.
• Maximum gift is $200.  Exceptions can be made.
• Requests can be made at six month intervals.

More good news--The Session has approved a special 
offering during the Christmas Eve service which will 
help make the fund self-sustaining.  Donations will 
also be accepted 
to the fund at any 
time.  The Deacons 
are most grateful to 
Karen Weaver and 
her parents for this 
generous gift.  It 
has proven to be 
very timely during this Covid crisis and has provided 
the Deacons with additional means to support church 
members.

Deacons Establish Member Care Fund
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On Sunday September 
13 we started back up 
with Sunday School at 
RPC. The classes look a 
little different than they 
used to but are being 
appreciated by all those 
able to participate. 
Our children and youth 
are meeting in person following the guidelines set out by 
our Safe Gatherings Committee. The classes include a class 
for preK-5th grade, 6th-7th grade class, Confirmation and 
a High School class. 

Most of the adult classes are offered both in person and 
online. John Ragsdale taught a class called God and the 
Pandemic which was particularly well liked. You can watch 
both sessions of this class at 
www.rpcjax.org/programs/adult-sunday-school.  
Stay up-to-date with what is happening at Sunday School 
by visiting www.rpcjax.org/sundays/sunday-school. This 
past Sunday, Pastor Brian began a class called Genesis and 
Christian Theology in-person in Bittinger Hall and on 
Zoom. 

Sunday School
at Riverside

www.rpcjax.org/sundays/sunday-school
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Drop in Baby Shower
for Brian and Sunelle’s baby boy (due in November) 

On September 27, the RPC Transition 
Committee hosted a drop-in baby shower for 
Brian and Sunelle at the Stevenson’s home. Due 
to the rain shower, the baby shower was mostly 
a drive thru experience but was just as special. 
The Lays are so excited to welcome their baby 
boy in November! 

www.vimeo.com/riversidepresjax

www.facebook.com/rpcjax

Watch 
past videos plus Pastor Brian’s weekly devotionals...
Videos are emailed and posted to our Facebook page 
on Thursday mornings.

ABOVE: Our Session met in a hybrid format this past 
month. 8 attended in person and the rest were on Zoom. 
TOP RIGHT: A new banner now hangs on the Post St. side 
of the Sanctuary (facing Corner Taco). Thank you to Kathy 
Starke for painting such a beautiful banner! BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Many thanks to Peter Cotchaleovitch and Josh 
Dryden who run the camera and sound for our Worship 
service each Sunday!
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Our Confirmation Teachers 
answer a few questions!

Our Confirmation Teachers, Diane Tuttle and Chris 
Wrenn answered a few questions about Confirmation 
class. We are so thankful to Diane and Chris, who 
have taught Confirmation for so many years and now, 
through the pandemic!

1. What does it mean to you to be confirmed?

CW: It means that the promises made on my behalf by 
others at baptism are confirmed by my own choice to 
follow Jesus.

DT: There are several ways to consider confirmation.  It 
is a time for a person to attest to what he or she believes 
regarding the Christian faith. But I think it is more than 
that.  When a youth is confirmed, it is as though the 
promises that were made when a baby or small child 
was baptized are celebrated and realized. We promised 
as a community of faith to support the family to raise 
the child in the Christian faith. Confirmation is a step 
where the young person is stepping out and saying I 
want this to be mine. I don’t think someone has to be 
“sure” of everything to be confirmed.  When are any 
of us?  But they are saying this is the path I want to 
continue exploring. To learn more and grow. 

I know that as teachers, we are not as concerned if 
EVERYONE is confirmed at the end of the year. If 
the youth have an opportunity to learn, discuss, think 
and question when we share important pieces of faith 
then really God is in control if the youth is ready for 
confirmation at the end of this year or 5 years down 
the road.  Our job is to be faithful in our part and trust 
that this is really about the young person and his/her 
relationship with God. 

2. How does the class look during COVID-19?  

CW: We are in masks, but it is great to be with people in-
person. It is so much better than the remote classes!  We 
are spread out in the room to make sure we are complying 
with the distancing requirements, and we are careful about 
each other’s well-being.

DT: We are so happy to be in person with students 
again this year. It is a little strange because we are used 
to having small group discussions, but the class is small 
enough that we can still have meaningful conversations as 
a whole class.   

3. What do you enjoy most about teaching this class?  

CW: I like the fresh perspectives that eighth graders bring 
to my adult faith. It makes me remember that God gives 
each of us—no matter our age—a unique way of expressing 
and living out the gift of God’s Spirit in us. 

DT: Students who I have met over the years have been 
engaged and thoughtful.   I think it is important that our 
young people feel as though the adults in our church want 
to know them, listen to their thoughts and invest time 
in them.   Not only are they the future, but together we 
share the present.   Riverside as a church family and I as 
an individual are enriched when youth explore important 
questions of faith in a safe environment. Another benefit 
that I enjoy happens when I prepare a lesson.  Whether it 
is learning from the research to prepare or the comments 
from the students, I always learn more about God who 
loves more than I can even fathom.     

ABOVE: Confirmation Class (socially distanced) on September 27. ABOVE RIGHT: Chris Wrenn speaking at last 
year’s Confirmation Sunday on June 28.
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Stained Glass
a brief history

A Brief History of the RPC Sanctuary 
Stained Glass Windows
Gathered from information written by RPC Historian, 
Becky Rogers

The 32 stained glass windows of Riverside Presbyterian 
Church were designed, planned, and installed by Henry 
Lee Willet and the Willet Studios of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. This project was completed in the short 
span of five years: January 1943 to January 1948.  
On August 1, 1942, and at the request of Pastor Dr. 
Albert Kissling, Mr. Willet presented sketches and other 
information pertaining to stained glass window to a meeting 
of the RPC Women’s Auxiliary.  At first the suggestion met 
with strong and vocal resistance because the country was 
still struggling with the Great Depression and only seven 
months had 
passed since 
the US had 
e n t e r e d 
World War 
II.  However, 
in October 
of 1942 the 
W o m e n ’ s 
A u x i l i a r y 
called for an 
immediate 
purchase of a stained glass window, not to exceed $3,000.  
In January of 1943, the first window, or the The Passion 
Window, was installed in the Chancel.
The Children’s Window was the last window to be installed 
in January 1948.   The Sunday School Department gave 
$2,000 for the $5,000 cost of the window.  The balance 
was paid by the use of a share plan.  The shares were sold 
for $25 and each share certificate was inscribed with the 
name of the owner.  In this way, the remaining $3,000 was 
raised.  This window illustrates the ways in which the spirit 
of Christ can and does operate through children.
At the beginning of this year, a representative of the original 
window studio, now known as Willet Hauser Architectural 
Glass Company, contacted RPC and asked if we would like 
to have the physical plans and correspondence collected 
during the time of their creation and installation as they 
had already digitized the information for their records.   
Dave Tuttle and Jan Nicholas met with the representative 
and accepted the boxes which will be added to the historical 

data already on site.  
A huge amount of thanks goes to Becky Rogers who 
faithfully saved and sorted the historical past of Riverside 
Presbyterian Church.  Photographs (provided by her son, 
Stephen Rogers) and detailed narratives of the Sanctuary 
windows can be found in Becky’s 2009 book To the Glory 
of God, The Windows of Riverside Presbyterian Church, 
which is available through the church office for a small 
donation.
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Sulzbacher Transformations
The Sulzbacher Center 
has been affected by 
the pandemic much 
like every other agency 
in the US; closure of 
some programs, many 
adaptions and creation 
of new ones. Sulzbacher 
Donor Relations & 
Marketing Manager, 
Emily Knight-Smith, 
shared how they are 
managing during this time. 

How COVID-19 pandemic has changed our day-to-day 
and ways we have adapted:
• Move to essential staff only and cancelling all 
volunteer opportunities. This was a big loss for us, 
especially in the kitchen. We cook up to 1,500 meals a 
day. Our kitchen staff has continued to cook meals with 
help from various departments.
• Medically screening clients, residents, and staff daily.

• Tested over 600 homeless neighbors and we received 0 
positive test results. We do have a plan of action in the 
event that someone is symptomatic, awaiting test results, 
or tests positive. If either of these three situations occur, 
the client will be able to stay in a hotel and meals will be 
brought to them and their case managers will still be in 
contact and checking in with them. 
• Breaking down large meals into shifts, facilitating social 
distancing and making bagged lunches.
• A few weeks before COVID-19, we had just secured 
a Mobile Health Unit which we have already used for 
COVID-19 screenings and at our COVID testing sites. 

RPC has been unable to assist with our monthly meal 
commitment since February.  We look forward to 
getting back to this program of which we are a founding 
volunteer group!

Transformations, Sulzbacher’s annual fundraiser will 
be held virtually this year on Wednesday, September 
30th at NOON and you can view the live stream at 
SulzbacherJax.org for free. Be sure to tune in and watch 
for a video message from our church!

www.rpcjax.org/covid-response

www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-community

Read more
about Riverside’s community outreach and service opportunities at  

Read the latest on RPC’s 

safety protocols at 
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October Birthdays

Worship
make your reservation at www.rpcjax.org/worshipschedule change

WORSHIP SCHEDULE CHANGE 
STARTING OCTOBER 4
For the time being, due to a lack of 
attendance, we will move to one Worship 
Service. Please join us for Worship 
next Sunday October 4 at 10:30 am. As 
circumstances and precautions continue to 
change, we will reevaluate when to resume 
our 8:30 am Worship service.

1
Mandy Alvarez

2
Rachel Gaillard
Delta Kraus
Fin Williams

3
Kelly Jenkins
Bruce Smathers
Diane Tuttle
Vicky Watkins

4
Chris Eyrick
Will Harbison
John Pence
Alexa Worsham

5
Colyer Allen

6
Tom Lobello
Partner Rosenbloom

7
Margaret Davis
Olivia Davis
Bill Howey
Jan Kibili
Laura Lambert
Cliff Spohr
Andy Swiercek
Jess Wilson

8
Vic Hasselblad

9
Rob Overly
Lucy Wallace

10
Jeanette Hoffman
Tom Miller
Peaches Simmons

11
Gena Boone
Lauren Meador
Salley Todd

12
Jude McDonald
Pete Woodall

13
NONE

14
Michele Cook
Frances Humes
Kathy Newton

15
Lisa McKendree

16
Harper Allen
Bill Burns
Samantha 
Campbell
Mike Drushal
Kathy Dunham

17
Catherine Hunt
John Ragsdale

18
Emily Coll

19
Walt Brinkman
Judy Wingate

20
Susan Black
Camp Charnley
Lilly Hall
Robert McDougall
Margaret Ann Riley

21
Don Downing
Kae Harding
Michael Harding
Susan Suggs

22
Trey Alvarez
Kendall Woodall
Mark Zeigler

23
Will Walker

24
Mary Ellen Drushal
Isy Milne
Sara Smith
Piper Spohr

25
Mary Kress 
Littlepage
Anne Meyer
Diane Milne
Dougie Milne
Sarah O'Linn
Suzanne Perritt
Bill Proctor
Dannette Robinson
Nancy Splane

26
John Grisnik
Honey Moore

27
Darren Dorsey
Caden Matson
Wendy Mueller

28
Mike Erdelyi

29
Wycke Hampton
Michael Lane
Beth Mixson

30
Samer Garas
Ann Gittings
Mark Rattigan
Ryan Walker
Chris Wrenn

31
Gowie Cassell
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