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Transitory Talk 
We are about to embark on our headlong rush into the Holiday Season…Woohooo!! 
I don’t know if it’s the most wonderful time of the year or not, but it is a wonderful 
time just the same. My daughter, Lydia, tunes in Christmas music as soon as she can 
get away with it, usually right after Halloween. When we were all living together in her 
younger years, she was allowed to turn on holiday tunes on the way home from our 
annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot race. And she did. I love the idea and holiday of 
Thanksgiving. I also like to spend time talking about the stand-alone season of Advent 

before being wrapped up in tinsel. Christmas proper doesn’t begin until December 25, I reason, and extends 
for twelve days beyond that moment. I have learned to compromise on that issue, however. Still, the Holiday 
Season grabs us and holds us tight in its grip until early in the new year.

Even after two “winters” in Florida, I struggle (not mightily) with the Christmas spirit down here. I am a north-
erner, after all. Oh, we had a balmy Christmas here and there through the years; but balmy was not the 
norm. So I go out and run around the city as the Christmas lights go up (right after the Halloween displays 
go down). And I get sweaty, not because I’m running hard and fast…but because it’s balmy! I have to admit 
that I’ve become a three-season guy: spring, summer, and fall. I can do without winter—except for from, say, 
December 20 through January 2. I will almost match that timeline this year as I travel north on Christmas Day 
and return to Jax a few days into the new year. I expect to experience snow; just about enough of it.

Anyway, your RPC staff have been wearing their holiday thinking caps for weeks already. Christmas music can 
be heard at Thursday night choir rehearsals. By the time you read this, we’ll mostly have the planning done. 
We will be actively in the prep stage and moving toward implementation. ‘Cause here we are!! I am looking 
forward to sharing this time with you all, especially as an active participant in your vibrant music program. 
We take our duties very seriously, but we also have a lot of fun. Maybe a little less fun at this point, because 
deadline and performance anxieties impact even volunteer groups. We remain driven to do well as we cele-
brate again the birth of the Christ Child, who grew and waxed strong in spirit, for us and for our salvation—
which, of course, remains the reason for the season. Oops, this is only the November Newsletter, isn’t it? I got 
a little ahead of myself.

Thankful living goes on for me. I visited several family members in early October. I plan on seeing more of 
them during the Thanksgiving break and the Christmas Season. I am adjusted to my new apartment nearby, 
although the kitchen smallness limits my culinary excursions. I’ll manage. I enjoy my work here and we are 
traveling well through this season of transition. AND the wonderful holiday traditions that we cherish are 
soon to re-appear in our individual, family, and communal lives. “Aahh,’ we will sigh contented, exclaiming 
almost habitually, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” Snow or no snow.

- Pastor Z

From the Desk of Pastor Z



HAITI IN TRAVAIL
 

Pray for peace and 
reconciliation in Haiti!  Due 
to political instability there, 
the economic situation has 
worsened and daily life has 
become even more diffi-
cult.  The PC(USA) Mission 
Agency reports that one in 
four Haitians experiences 
serious food 
insecurity.  Fuel supplies 
for generators, ambulances, 
trucks, etc., are extremely low.  Travel has become unsafe.  
Our mission partners in Haiti, Mark Hare (sponsored 
through the PCUSA) and Fonkoze, have been affected but 
continue to operate as normally as possible.  We monitor 
the situation regularly and hope we can again visit our 
siblings in Haiti when conditions improve. 
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Calling all Presbyterian 
Women of the church.  Join 
us for a Salad Lunch in 
Bittinger Hall at 10:30 am on 
Monday November 4.  There 
will be a Thank Offering and 
a brief Bible Lesson by Emily 
Heeg. Presbyterian Women 
Circles meet monthly for 
Bible Study, fellowship and 
service. All women of the 
church are invited. 

Read more at 
www.rpcjax.org/programs/adults/presbyterian-women

From the Cover

Thanksgiving Dinner at RPC
Wednesday, November 20

Riverside Presbyterian Church Invites Riverside Presbyterian Apartments 
to a THANKSGIVING DINNER! Wednesday, November 20, 5:30 – 7 pm.  
Rides will be available beginning at 5:15 pm.  Dinner is free for Apartment 
residents; however, donations will be accepted. Cost for the dinner is $8 per 
adult, $4 per child or $25 per family. We ask that church families make a 
reservation by calling the Church Office (904) 355-4585. 

How to Help the People of Syria
“The Presbyterian Church has been involved in Syria for 200 years, having developed 
reliable partners on the ground over time.  We know the  humanitarian crisis due to the 
civil war has now worsened. Through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, your gift will 
help relieve the suffering there. Here is more about two of our partnerships:

1. The Jinishian Memorial Program, has maintained uninterrupted service to 
thousands of people every year through a 100% indigenous mission team.. 
Courageous local staff in Aleppo, Damascus and Kamishly bring desperately needed 
emergency relief and social services to the most vulnerable victims of the war. 

2. Since 1950, the Presbyterian Church has been a member of the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Jordan, 
which has ministries throughout the region.  They focus on equipping and assisting local congregations in their 
humanitarian work.  To make a contribution specifically for Syrian relief efforts, go to presbyterianmission.org or 
use the Alternative Gift Catalogue which is coming out later this month.
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The 25th year of Caring 
Tree at RPC   

Caring Tree is an opportunity to let 
the local children of Jacksonville know they are loved 
by RPC. Take a Gift tag from the Caring Tree found in 
the Sanctuary and by the Church office. The tags list 
ideas for clothing and toy gifts that were suggested 
by that child. The gifts that you purchase then need to 
be returned to the Church BY Sunday, December 15 
wrapped and with the tag or tag number attached.  

Your can choose a tag at the Alternative Gift 
Market in Bittinger Hall November 17. Sign-ups for 
volunteering to sort, check, bag, and deliver the gifts 
on December 15 will also be available at the Fair. 
Thank you for sharing your Christmas with those in our 
neighborhood who are in need. 
Questions: Jo Pratt-Dannals, 356-9224, 
jo.prattdannals@gmail.com

RPC Christmas 
Dinner is 
December 8
The concert, beginning at 
5 pm, features a festival 
of Christmas music sung 

by the combined choirs of Riverside Presbyterian, 
with special guest artists.  The Christmas Dinner 
follows the concert at 6:15ish.  During the dinner 
the children’s Christmas play will also be featured.   
Reservations and tickets are required for this dinner.  

You can purchase tickets at the Alternative Gift 
Market, online at www.rpcjax.org/advent or they 
are available in the church office and during Holy 
Grounds on Sunday mornings. $25 per family, $10 
per adult and $5 per child. 

The Salvation Army 
“Doing the Most Good”
RPC volunteers have been ringing the bell at our 
neighborhood Riverside Publix over 10 years 
participating in the Salvation Army’s Red Kettle 
campaign.  

This year we will be ringing the bell 
December 2-7
10 am – 8 pm

Sign up for a 1 hour shift at the Alternative Gift 
Market on November 17

or contact Arden Brugger (904-362-1347) 
and be a part of “doing the most good”.

Riverside Presbyterian THANKS Arden for her 
leadership and dedication to the Red Kettle campaign!

What does the Salvation Army do to serve the 
Jacksonville community?
• Feeds the hungry: An evening meal is offered to 

anyone who is hungry, 177,217 meals 365 days a year
• Shelters the homeless: Provides nights of shelter to 

single women, families of all kinds and men 51,856 
nights coming out of homelessness.

• Educates: Provides help in getting a high school 
diploma, GED 

• Army Child Development Center is a nationally 
accredited, 5-star rated facility building self-esteem 
and school readiness 
in a safe Christian 
environment.

• Life Skills Assistance 
Program - provides 
case management 
services for job 
preparation and 
placement, financial 
guidance, housing and 
advocacy for those 
in need of a helping 
hand.

Missions of the Month:  Salvation Army Bell 
Ringers and Caring Tree
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 Mission/Ministry Amount Card 

  1. Angelwood   

 2. Downtown Ecumenical  Services Council (DESC)   

 3. Habijax Habitat for Humanity   

 4. Children’s Enrichment  Workshop (CEW)   

 5. Meals on Wheels   

 6. Sulzbacher Center   

 7. Sanctuary on 8th Street   

 8. Riverside Tradition House   

 9. Presbyterian Social Ministries (PSM)   

 10. Life Renewed Counseling (LRC)  
          formerly known as Pastoral Counseling Services, Inc. 

  

 11. Sewing Hope for DESC   

 12. Presbyterian Giving:  Item? _______________   

 13. Earth Care   

 14. Fonkoze   

_ 

_ 

15. Missionaries Nancy & Shelvis Smith-Mather 

     Missionaries Mark & Jenny Hare 

     Missionaries  Jim & Jodi McGill 

________

________

______

______

 TOTAL   

Shopping List for our Local and Global Missions 

Use the form below to donate to the following missions.   
Include the amount you wish to give.  Christmas Gift Cards from 
the Mission/Ministry are available if card column is checked. 

Your Name__________________________________Phone____________________ 

Full Address___________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail_______________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE RETURN THE ABOVE INFORMATION TO RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
849 Park St., Jacksonville, FL 32204  BY DECEMBER 1. ,  

OR BRING IT TO THE ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET, Sunday November 17  

Alternative Gift Catalog   

 

An opportunity to support our 
local & global missions and     

ministries of RPC –  
with just 1 check! 

Donation gifts are tax-deductible and 
are reflected in your end of the year 

statement.  Now thru Dec. 1! 
 

Complete catalogs,  
describing what each  

Mission’s needs are, can 
be found in the Church       

office, in the Church   
Sanctuary AND at the          

Alternative Gift Market!  

 Come to the  
Alternative Gift Market 

Sunday November 17 
 

9 am—1 pm in Bittinger Hall   

Featuring the missions/ministries we 
currently support, as well as;  

 Pick out a tag for a Caring Tree Gift 
 Purchase gifts from Rethreaded,               

The Cathedral Bookstore, Angels 
for Allison & Stained Glass  

 Make reservations or buy your 
Christmas Dinner tickets - Sunday, 
Dec. 8.  

 Brownies in a Jar sold by RPC Youth 
 Bake Sale - sponsored by the      

Presbyterian Women - Featuring 
Pies, Breads, Cakes & Cookies 

 Lunch available!  
PLEASE JOIN US! 
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Lunch & Learn:  Deland’s Stetson 
Mansion Holiday Home Tour
Friday November 22 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Min. 30 people Max. 45 people
Cost: $30 and Bring $ for lunch at The Deland Fish House

Stetson Mansion Holiday Home Tour rated #1 in Florida, 
#5 in the nation - 2019 USA Today’s 10 Best!
The 1886 Stetson Mansion is the largest and most 
spectacular “Gilded Age” residence ever built in Florida 
before 1900. The grand Victorian mansion has had all of 
its original rich architectural details restored. 
The Stetson Mansion 
had one of the first trees 
ever illuminated with 
electric lights. That’s 
what you get when 
Thomas Edison is your 
bff!  There is a small 
gift shop that takes only 
cash and checks. The 
tour involves steps and 
there is no elevator. No 
photography please.  
Bus will leave from the 
Riverside Presbyterian 
Apartments.

Report from RPC’s Mission 
Co-workers in Niger 
(and a way you can help them!)

 
Jim and Jodi McGill have dedicated their lives to 
sharing God’s love through working alongside people 
in the region of Niger and South Sudan. Jim uses 
his engineering expertise to help design and build 
infrastructure for clean water and sanitation in rural 
villages.  Jodi has been focused on starting up a 
nursing school to improve the health care in the region.  
 Jodi has requested assistance to equip the 
nursing school.  The particular needs include used 
medical textbooks, medical posters, anatomical models 
and other supplies.  If you have contacts in the medical 
community and are willing to explore what may be 
available, please contact Lisa Williams (238-9412) or Bill 
Hoff (355-4585).  What an exciting opportunity for us to 
help bring health and hope to many people.  Perhaps 
this is why we’ve been so blessed!

Deacon Prayer Ministry
By Janie Jones

Recently, I saw the following quote by Corrie ten Boom 
on a friend’s Facebook page. I copied it and keep it by 
my bed to read every night.

“The wonderful thing about praying is that you 
leave a world of not being able to do something and 
enter God’s realm where everything is possible. God 
specializes in the impossible.  Nothing is too great for 
God’s almighty power.  Nothing is too small for God’s 
love.” Corrie ten Boom

As a member of the Deacon prayer team, the quote 
had special meaning for me.  Praying for others often 
feels as if I am not “doing” anything useful as a Deacon 
and this quote helps remind me of the importance 
and power of prayer.  All of the other Deacons have 
responsibilities which involve contact with people.  

They visit people, 
deliver flowers, make 
meals, and talk to 
people on the phone.  
But the prayer team 
simply prays for those 
who request prayer. I 
say simply, but praying 
for others can be a daunting task.  There are 3 deacons 
on the prayer team and over 50 people on the prayer 
list at any one time.  Most are members, but some 
visitors to the church request prayer also. I find it 
difficult to pray for people whom I have never met, but 
I was deeply touched when I called one of the visitors 
who requested prayer.  She told me that she came to 
our church because she knew that we would pray for 
her.  Her faith helped me see the power that prayer has 
to bring hope and comfort to people who are hurting.  
As Corrie ten Boom observed, prayer brings us into 
God’s domain where nothing is impossible. 
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November Birthdays
Rosenbloom, Holly
Quinlan, Jenifer
Zacheis, Barbara

November 7
Gaillard, Patsy
Gittings, Louis
Gurley, Pat
Rosenbloom, James

November 8
Ball, Phebe
Bryan, Shep

November 10
Matson, Lynne
Perkins, Gregg
Shipp, Jessica
Trescot, Mel
Wood, Marilyn

November 11
Stiefel, John
VanTice, Dan
Warner, Dan

November 12
Jenkins, Jack

November 13
Coffman, Blanche
McDuffie, Thomas
Newton, Rusty

November 14
Duncan, Adelaide

November 15
Archambault, Ryck
Hawkins, John
Ward, Jennifer

November 16
Breedlove, David
Rice, Chad

November 17 - None

November 18
Allen, Kimberly
Alvarez, Lachlan
Drew, David
Lockwood, Quentin

November 1
Bergey, Daniel
Jones, Anita
Thoburn, Lillbelle

November 2
Klima, Wells
Parker, Sofina

November 3 - None

November 4
Cranford, Ann
Diebenow, Ashley
Johnson, Brenda

November 5
Farrar, Bo
Wallace, Henry

November 6
Cotchaleovitch, Peter
Cummings, 
Courtland
Hall, Barry
McLaurine, Julie
O’Brien, Kelly

McLaurine, Alex
Vodenicker, Annie

November 19
Davis, Jackie
Gleaton, Jim

November 20
Boyd, David
Gillam, Mary Caroline
Gittings, Bob
Hunt, Sadie
Leuthold, Bill

November 21
Diebenow, Erich
Diebenow, Steve
Kroll, Maxine
Riley, Missy
Splane, Doug
Verlander, Cooper
Vodenicker, Kathi

November 22
Jackson, James C.
Johnson, Tom
Miller, Jane

November 23
Baker, Andy
Verlander, Charlotte

November 24 - None

November 25
Blanks, Allison
Humes, John

November 26
Lobello, Ethan
Meux, Elizabeth G.
Newberry, Clementine

November 27
King, Peter

November 28
Brumback, Michael
Jenkins, Neff

November 30
Gay, Bob
Harbison, Stuart
Stevenson, Emily

Our Sanctuary is open for worship.  The recent renovations made it more worshipful, open, and 
accessible than ever. On these crisp Sunday mornings in this season of counting blessings, find your 
warm place in the pew at 8:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. as together we celebrate in Word and Sacrament, 
in friendship and song, the continuing story of God’s grace and love in our midst. 
See you on Sunday!
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Riverside’s Basketball League 
Begins This Month 
Hordes of kids have been formed into some 77 teams 
and the practices have begun!  Through basketball 
our church reaches out to families from 33 zip codes 

and supports parents in 
the promotion of health, 
friendships and positive 
engagement in sport.  
Come and cheer the 
kids on, beginning with 
Saturday, November 24.  
Games will be played at 
Lakewood Methodist, 

Southside Baptist, Ortega Methodist, Hendrick’s 
Avenue Baptist and Episcopal High School.  

Consult our league website for 
the game schedule,
 rpcbasketball.org.  Be sure to 
thank Ben Campen, President 
of the Basketball Board and 
Chip Stroud, League Director.

Mental Health Check-In
The words “mental health” still hold stigma for many. 
The words may suggest weakness or something you 
“just don’t talk about.” But we have to put a stop to 
this. Today’s youth are faced with depression, anxiety, 
eating disorders, self-confidence, bullying, suicidal 
thoughts and self-doubt. Even if they don’t personally 
experience these things, their peers are. There is a 
wonderful trend across our country for Mental Health 
Check-Ins. A teacher in California, Erin Castillo, 
first created the mental health check-in chart in her 
classroom after joining a mental health community 
for teachers on Facebook. Students write their name 
on the back of a post-it note and then stick it in the 
section in which they most identify with that day. 
“I’m great, I’m ok, I’m meh, I’m struggling, I’m having 
a hard time and wouldn’t mind a check in, I’m in a 
really dark place.” The last two categories have some 
intentional follow-up with the teacher and school 
psychologist. According to mentalhealthfirstaid.org 1 
in 5 youth will experience a mental health challenge  
at some point during their life. 17.1 million youth       
    under the age of 18 have or have had a psychiatric 

by Breanna Sooter

disorder - more than the number of children with 
cancer, diabetes and AIDS combined. 
So, I bring this up to say, I am not the expert and I 
don’t have all the answers, but I do work with our pre-
teens and teens. I am seeing more and more mental 
health challenges in our youth and their peers. Just in 
the way they are taught to care for their physical body, 
they need our support and guidance even more so 
to care for their 
mental health 
as well. I think 
church is a great 
place where we 
can start this 
work. We will be 
making a chart 
like this in our 
Sunday School 
rooms and Youth 
Room. Let’s work 
to destigmatize 
mental health 
for ourselves and 
our youth.

rpcbasketball.org
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Volunteers at Sulzbacher in October
Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served at the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher Homeless 
Center on October 10. Thank you to Quentin Lockwood, John Lockwood, Charlotte Rosenberg, Mark 

Rosenberg, Kendall Woodall,  Breanna Sooter, Noah and Dennis. 

Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to sign up.

November Earth Care Tips: 
Riverside Presbyterian Church is an 

Earth Care Congregation

 
1. Pick up trash as you walk to reduce plastic heading into the oceans.
2. Spend some aware moments outdoors in nature every single day.
3. Treat the earth well:  it was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned to 

you by your children.  – Native American Proverb

Below: Pastor Nominating Committee’s Focus Group 
Conversation during Sunday School

Below: Kindergarten and 1st Grade Sunday School

Above: Women’s Bible Study Sunday School class

Above:  Wonders of Worship for 1st Graders
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