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Ask Questions That Spark Great Conversations 

 

 

For many families, a highlight of 
Thanksgiving is the opportunity to enjoy 
meaningful conversations—often around 
a good meal. Asking the right questions 
is key, and with a little brainstorming, you 
can move beyond “What are you thankful 
for?” Good questions can spark great 
discussions where family members learn 
more about each other. Here are some 
tips. 
 

Ask questions that don’t have 
specific answers. When questions are 
surprising, children’s answers will be 
unpredictable as well. 
 

Ditch the question mark. Ask kids to 
tell about a time they experienced 
something, like being left out or being 
helped by a friend. 

Open Up to Open-Ended Questions. If 
a question can be answered with a 
simple “yes” or “no,” it will stifle kids’ 
answers.  
 

“Why do you think…?” and “What 
could you do…?” Instead of having 
kids guess what people in the Bible 
thought, turn the tables and make it 
personal. 
 

“What if…?” These wondering 
questions make kids really ponder the 
context of a situation. 
 

“Why…?” and “How…?” These 
questions often help kids make new 
discoveries, while “who, what, when, 
and where” questions are usually just for 
review.  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK JESUS: 

1. To bless your family 

time, especially during 

the holidays. 

2. To help you challenge 

your children to dig 

deep into faith-related 

issues. 

3. To fill your family 

members with gratitude 

for their blessings,    

especially their faith in 

God. 



  

 Discussions That Dig Deeper  

Good questions help children process what they’ve learned. They also help kids own their 
faith and think more deeply about it. Intriguing questions move beyond Bible verses and les-
sons to how they relate to children’s own lives. It’s important to spark kids’ imaginations and 
move into life application. Thought-provoking questions make kids pause to think about their            
answers rather than blurting out pieces of memorized trivia. Let children share their opinions 
and personal experiences. When they start opening up, listen attentively and actively. And 
don’t be afraid of getting a question in  return that you don’t know the answer to. This can be 
a time of humility to show kids that it’s okay not to have all the answers. Here are some other 
ways to launch meaningful conversations with children: 

Table Tents Make simple table tents (like 
restaurants use to advertise desserts!) for 
mealtimes. Have family members take 
turns creating questions and artwork for the 
tents. Or use this template: http://
childrensministry.com/articles/family-
ministry-conversation-tent/ 
 
Devices Down Not only are phones 
distracting, but they’re affecting children’s 
ability to converse. Research shows that 
parents’ use of phones hampers their kids’ 
social skills. Device-free times are 
essential for in-depth conversations. 
 
Arts & Crafts Kids of all ages 
enjoy being creative. While they’re working 
on simple age-appropriate 
projects, they’ll express themselves not 
only through their artwork but in 
response to questions you ask. 
 
Encourage Commitments Hypothetical 
questions don’t require any buy-in from 
kids. Instead, ask life-application questions 
that move into real-life changes and 
commitments. For example, ask, “What’s 
one thing you’ll do this week to serve 
God?” or “How can we work together to tell 
others about Jesus?” Then be sure to 
follow through. 

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be pleasing to you, O L���, my rock and my redeemer.” 

—Psalm 19:14 

Take Time to Debrief Debriefing 
questions help children make discoveries 
about how the Bible relates to their lives. 
This is essential after Sunday school, 
VBS, and other faith lessons so kids 
make connections between faith and their 
day-to-day experiences. 
 
Make It a Game Help older kids and 
preteens open up by turning question-and
-answer time into a game. Brainstorm a 
list of “Would You Rather?” questions, or 
use the “Preteen Throw and Tell 
Ball” (https://www.group.com/
product/9781470720346-preteen-throw-
tell-174-ball-this-or-that.do). 
 
Start Shuffling Card games such as 
Uno, which don’t require much focus, are 
perfect for encouraging discussions. Once 
you fall into a groove, you can easily start 
a discussion—one that may turn more 
meaningful than who has to draw four. 
 
Bingo! Print some Bingo cards for use 
at your Thanksgiving meal, filling in the 
squares beforehand with likely 
conversation topics. Templates are 
available here:        
http://childrensministry.com/articles/
november-december-2014-web-
exclusives/. 


