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Transitory Talk by Pastor Z

Happy New Year! Imagine that: we’re going on twenty years in this new 
millennium already. We’re busily wrapping up the holiday season as this 
missive is released. The Twelve Days of Christmas conclude on January 5. 
Epiphany, the season of light and sharing the message of Jesus with the world 
begins on January 6. We then greet our first stretch of Ordinary Time in the 
church year which lasts until Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26. 

Remember, Ordinary Time does not mean “nothing special.” Ordinary comes from the 
word ordinal which means “number.” Numbers are attached to the non-seasonal days 
in the church year. I assure you that the January and February weeks of Ordinary Time 
will be anything but ordinary this year.

What’s the big deal? A significant chunk of my value to RPC as an interim pastor 
comes from helping you figure out what kind of a church you want to become. I’ve 
lived with you for nearly six months now. We’ve carried on ministry and mission with 
joy and vigor over that time. We’ve encountered a few challenges and have mostly 
overcome them. In my estimation, the next three months will give me time to stir the 
pot some more and get you all to ask questions and seek answers related to church life. 
At the same time, your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) will be receiving and 
reviewing real résumés of real candidates for your pastoral position here. As Lent wraps 
up and Easter arrives in April, your level of excitement about what and who is next will 
overwhelm my ability to hold you back. And, being wise and experienced in this line 
of work, I stop trying. Thus, I/we have to make the most of the first quarter in the New 
Year. I am fashioning some additional opportunities for you all to ask questions and 
reflect with me on some of the core values and practices we share at Riverside Church 
and in the Five Points community. I am working on a sermon/discussion series based 
on the seven themes you outlined in your responses to the PNC’s questionnaire: 1) 
Valuing traditional worship while being more open to new expressions of worship; 2) 
Holding onto our Biblical/theological heritage while being open to folks who don’t share 
our traditions; 3) Meeting the needs of older members and attracting and discipling 
younger participants; 4) Existing and ministering in a neighborhood/community with 
a transient population and ever-changing needs; 5) Strengthening the relationship 
between RPC and RPDS in mutually beneficial ways; 6) Being socially engaged without 
being intentionally partisan; 7) Securing the financial resources to sustain ministry in a 
strategically-located but aging structure.

As I am submitting this piece on December 12, I don’t know how I am going to organize 
this continuing conversation just yet. I have a few other activities to deal with before 
January arrives. I am planning for those months, however. Put your thinking caps on 
and prepare to spend a little more time pondering with your sisters and brothers in 
Christ at RPC who we are and who we want to become. Remember, this is your work 
and not mine. I’m only the prompter. Don’t make me get out my cattle prod! I have one, 
you know. :) 

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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Sundays Now Available!
 to place flowers in the chancel in honor or in memory of that special someone

We have the following Sundays available if you would like to place flower arrangements in the Sanctuary in honor or 
in memory of someone.  

They are as follows:
• February 2, 2020
• March 8, 2020
• December 27, 2020
Additional dates may come available in the near future.

If you are interested, please contact Jennie Bibb at 355-4585 Ext. 16 
or email j.bibb@rpcjax.org. 
Thank you.

Do You Enjoy Working With Flower Arrangements?
Our Church Flower Committee Needs Your Help!

Our Flower Committee that prepares the beautiful arrangements for Sunday Worship are in need of new help 
since some of their members have retired from arranging these flowers. Training will be available. If you are interested, 
please contact Pat Setzer at 387-1592 or pssetzer@comcast.net

From the Cover
Volunteers from Riverside Presbyterian Church rang the bell for Salvation Army at the Riverside Publix  the week of 
December 2. Thanks to all of our human and canine volunteers. 
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The meticulous technique, innate yet highly mature musicality, and constant musical 
engagement exhibited by Joshua Stafford unanimously and quickly compelled the 
jury of the 2016 Longwood Gardens International Organ Competition to name him the Pierre S. du Pont First Prize 
Winner of this illustrious event. 
Already in demand as a recitalist, improviser, and choral accompanist, Joshua has performed at many notable 
venues, including the Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia, the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington D.C., Philadelphia’s Kimmel Center, and Spivey Hall in Georgia. His recital at the 2015 Conference of the 
Association of Anglican Musicians was hailed as “technically flawless yet exceptionally nuanced and spontaneous.” His 
performances have been aired on MPR’s Pipedreams and WRTI’s Wanamaker Organ Hour. In June 2018, Joshua gave 
the premier performance at The Kimmel Center in Philadelphia of a transcription for organ of Stravinsky’s Firebird 
Suite which accompanied the animated film “Who Stole the Mona Lisa” produced as directed by Micah Chambers-
Goldberg. Highlights of his 2018-19 season include performances at the Basilica of Notre Dame in Montréal and at 
the Christopher Cohen Center at California Polytechnic University. 
A native of Jamestown, New York, Joshua Stafford received the bachelor of music degree from the Curtis Institute of 
Music in 2010 and his master of music degree from the Yale School of Music. He is the Director of Music at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Morristown, New Jersey. 
Joshua Stafford is represented in North America exclusively by Phillip Truckenbrod Concert Artists, LLC. 

Second Annual Organ Festival Recital
Joshua Stafford, Concert Organist

2016 First Prize Winner of the Longwood Gardens International Organ Competition 

Riverside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary
March 1, 2020, 3:00 pm

Riverside Presbyterian Women’s Getaway
Saturday February 1, 9:00 am - Sunday February 2, 11:00 am. 
Saturday only option available.

For the second year in a row, Anne Rose (sister of Dale Child, member of RPC) will be leading the 
RPC Women’s Getaway. The women who attended last year thoroughly enjoyed learning from 
Anne. 

“I am so excited that Anne Rose is coming back for our Women’s Getaway in February. She has a special gift 
for speaking that is inspiring and memorable. She is able to help you feel more knowledgeable on your 
Christian walk.”   Bette Strickler

The theme this year is Celtic Spirituality 
Speaks to Us Across the Centuries: Meeting 
God in Silence, Nature, and the Arts. Join us 
for a meaningful weekend on the St. John’s 
River at beautiful Marywood Retreat Center, 
just south of the Julington Creek Bridge. 
Learning, fellowship and relaxation with 
friends. 
Register at 
www.rpcjax.org/programs/adults

Last year’s Women’s Retreat
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Deacon Ministry: A Circle of Care  
By Pam Roberts

Kenneth Haugk in his book on ministering compassionately in Christ’s name, “Don’t Sing 
Songs to a Heavy Heart”, reminds us that as servants of Christ, “You are a tool that God 
has prepared for caring for others, and you carry that capacity within you all the time.” At 
Riverside the Deacons have embraced that calling to serve Christ by caring for our members 
and have created a “Circle of Care” model to fulfill that mission. Our Deacon Ministry’s goal 
is to offer support in many ways including supplying meals, praying intentionally every day 

for members, facilitating a care giver support group, welcoming new members by becoming first friends, being 
present as first responders to members in need, visiting and communicating as love callers to home bound and 
assisted living/nursing home members, delivering flowers to members recovering from illness, and addressing 
other congregational care needs. 
As a Deacon, it has been my privilege to coordinate a team of faithful Riversiders who deliver the chancel flowers 
to members who need to know that their church remembers them and continues to pray for them even when 
they are not able to worship with us physically.  Needless to say, all the members of our team have experienced 
the adage that when we think we are giving a blessing to someone else, it is really we who have received the 
blessings during our visits. The appreciation and joy that our team experiences during these visits reinforces 
Haugk’s idea that we are God’s tools and that we all, whether we serve as a deacon or not, have the capacity to 
spread the love of Christ in seemingly small ways to build the kingdom of God in the places where we worship, 
live, and work.

Captions are in clockwise order starting with top left. Ron Roberts and John Hawkins cooking for the Christmas 
Dinner. The Chancel Choir singing at the Christmas Concert. Presbyterian Women Circle 1’s Christmas Gathering at 
the Warner’s house. The children’s Christmas Pageant during the Christmas Dinner. 
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Caring for Creation: The 
Vocation of God’s People
The members of our church have two 
exciting opportunities to care for our 
neighborhood this winter! 
• In January and February (and ongoing) 
we are joining with some great neighbors 
in tending and beautifying Riverside Park, particularly 
the corner nearest Park and Post. Already the City has 
repaired the irrigation, new dirt has been installed, trees 
have been trimmed, just to mention a few steps taken.
We hope to soon plant flowers in the two planting areas 
directly across from our church and YOU are invited to 
participate!  Date TBA
• In another project, we will also be adding vegetation in 
the area of the Northbank Riverwalk parallel to Riverside 
Avenue (near the FIS building).
This area had been damaged by the storms of 2017.  
So get on your overalls and find your gardening gloves 
and join us in cultivating and tending this part of our 
Garden!

Uganda: 
Nancy Smith-Mather trying to travel to 
South Sudan for a visit to their former 
home in this war-ravaged country…failing the 
temperature test at the airport three times 
(part of Ebola screening), not because she 
is sick but because she’s been traveling in 
sweltering sun all morning…”go sit under the 
mango tree and cool off”…in the shade of 
the tree, she passed the test and was able 
to continue her journey…a joyful reunion 
with her Reconcile clients!

Oxford, England: 
“I think this is going to be a season of self-care for 
our family,” Shelvis reflected as the children slept 
in the next room. “I don’t know many families 
who have lived lives like ours, on the edge of 
adventure and insanity, but it has taken a toll on 
us.”  Perhaps this time in England can allow time 
for healing of the emotional and relational wounds 
of having lived so close to people at war.
Please pray for the Smith-Mathers as they study 
and live in England between assignments in the 
mission field in Africa.

Post Cards From the Mission Field

Uganda and Oxford, England 

 Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather

Lunch and Learn to the Morse 
Museum in Winter Park
Thursday January 16; 8 am – 4 pm
Cost $10, Bring $ for lunch
Min. 5; Max 14

The Morse Museum houses the world’s most 
comprehensive collection of works by Louis Comfort 
Tiffany (1848–1933), including the artist and designer’s 
jewelry, pottery, paintings, art glass, leaded-glass lamps 
and windows; his chapel interior from the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition 
in Chicago; and art 
and architectural 
objects from his Long 
Island country estate, 
Laurelton Hall.  We 
will eat out at a local 
establishment.  Bring $ 
for lunch.
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January Birthdays
January 1

Walker, Vance

January 2
Blanks, Dan
Boyd, Sam

January 3
Rogers, Rob
Setzer, Pat
Taylor, Mildred

January 4
Thomas, Doris

January 5
Buberger, Lauren
Ryan, Julie

January 6
Anderson, David
Boyd, Allison
Cook, Bob
Gartner, Geoff
Handley, Julie

January 7
Anderson, JT
Burns, Mary Ann

Mission of the Month:  

Over 25 years ago Angelwood began as an organization 
in Jacksonville because a single mom needed help to raise 
her two daughters who were living with developmental 
disabilities.   This mom opened a group home and began 
hiring staff to meet those needs. Today Angelwood 
has 6 group homes, offers respite, a summer day camp, 
transportation, employment, behavior and adult day 
training services for over 350 children and adults with 
developmental differences in Jacksonville, FL. 
The real issue is not really about services or numbers.  In 
reality, we care for some of the most medically fragile 
people in our City.  We care for people who others don’t 
want living next door to them.  We care for people who 
have difficulties with some of the most basic functions of 
living.  Sometimes the work is not glamorous.  Yet, we let 
people in our care know that they are important.  They 
matter. They are respected and loved. 

So, whether someone has Down syndrome, Autism, 
Cerebral Palsy, Spina bifida or Intellectual Disabilities the 
goal of Angelwood is to help improve the quality of life 
for them and their families. We offer them opportunities 
to grow and celebrate their successes.  
Riverside Presbyterian Church is a vital partner in this 
work.  Over the years, there have been church members 
who have used Angelwood services, volunteered, have 
served on the Board of Directors, attended events, run a 
drive for personal care products and donated.   For all of 
this we are grateful.  Please continue to pray for everyone 
at Angelwood, those we serve and those who are serving.  
We believe this is vital to our mission. 

Graham, Willa

January 8
Helms, Lindsey

January 9 - None

January 10
Mason, Ron

January 11
Cruz, LeAnn
Powell, Scott

January 12
Dohn, Brenda
Eberly, Joe
Hoener, Sonya
Vodenicker, Johnny

January 13
Bayley, Dwight
Gleaton, Kim

January 14
Pollock, Jane Ellen

January 15
Downing, Don

Hillard, Brandon
Perry, Michael
Wells, Julie

January 16
Campen, Jacob
Nuland, Chris

January 17
Parks, Emily
Stevenson, Jessica

January 18
Brinkley, Phyllis
Hair, Mattox

January 19
Carswell, George
Elrod, Robert
Meux, Davis
Meux, Olivia
Vandiver, Harold

January 20
Alvarez, Portia
Biederman, Joe
Green, Lawton
Huber, Jacob
Littlepage, Ron

McNeil, Andy
Overton, Jim
Rosenbloom, Christine

January 21
Baker, Julie
Davidson, Chuck
Farnell, Mae
Michaelis, Margee
Mixon, Ken
Pavelka, Leonard
Pence, Barbara
Pierson, Dave

January 22
Evert, Jason
Telenga, Ryan

January 23
Campbell, Mary
Schilling, Bill

January 24 - None

January 25
Cooke, Ham
Huber, Jesse
Miller, Patricia
Wells, Grier

January 26
Acree, Charlie
McKibbin, Gladys
Meyers, Cory

January 27
Creed, Chris

January 28
Hartman, John

January 29
Andrews, Adger
Goodwin, Marlene
Rosenbloom III, Percy

January 30
Helwig, Grif
Jolley, Elizabeth
Kramer, Paul

January 31
Bryan, James
Kerr, Madeline
Shipp, Robert
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