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The season of Lent arrives kind of in the middle and leaning toward the later 
end of the time frame for its occurrence this year. Passover is a movable Jewish 
commemoration which directs the timing of Easter…and Lent, the weeks which 
precede the resurrection remembrance. So…Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 
February 26.

Lent provides us a set-aside time to be more reflective, introspective 
and, if needed, penitential for forty days. To some degree, we 
pretend to be all of these things because, try as we may, we remain 

Easter people. The resurrection reality is a one-and-done event. We lower our 
gaze, look inward, and stumble through Lent and Holy Week in an effort to 
imagine what that experience was like for Jesus and his early followers. It’s a 
stab at remembrance and not re-occurrence for us. Even our most somber of 
solemn days—Good Friday—exists in the shadow of the truth that Sunday’s 
comin’. Still, we slow down and shut up…just a little for most of March and into 
the first eleven days of April. 

We are digging around in the subject, Preparing the Ground, during Lent. Avid gardener 
that I am (see MY daffodils above), turning over dirt and tossing seeds or seedlings into the 
moist earth gives me joy like few other things can. The activity also reminds us that Lent and 
springtime are about growth and expansion and figuring out what else God wants us to become. 
So you will hear Pastor Hoff and me referring to dirt a lot during the season, beginning with 
Ash Wednesday when we remind our sometimes-outsized selves that we are dust and to dust 
we shall return. Just in case our heads are getting too big. Back in the old days of my youth, 
we were thus reminded so that we recalled, not only our dirtiness, but also that we were sinful 
worms and wretches. Phew, glad we’ve moved beyond that notion. We are encouraged to keep 
a proper sense of self about us; and to value and use those opportunities to grow the seeds of 
faith and good will and helpful deeds that are implanted in all of God’s creatures. We spend 
time preparing all sorts of literal and figurative dirt this time of year, especially the ground of 
our being that is touched and blessed by God’s Holy Spirit. We possess so much potential to 
realize as we endeavor to be Jesus’ servants alive and at work in the Church and our world.

Whether you are a gardener or not (I have not attempted to garden in Florida, which is way 
different from my Yankee experience), we will invite you to take the time this month as the 
days lenten to till the seeds of faith within you, causing new life, new hope, and new joy to 
take root. Then, when Easter arrives, we will blossom forth with color and energy and vitality, 
mirroring the natural hues that surround us in God’s good and gracious creation. And our 
world, which can be dark and dismal, will be blessed by the brightness we contribute by the 
faith alive and flourishing in us…and in our world through us.

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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Celebrating Lois Gurney

Deacon Ministry at Riverside
By William Trice

Being selected as a Deacon came as a surprise to me and 
one that I did not fully comprehend until later. Deacons 
act as the arms and heart of the church, facilitating the 
ministry with their time and talents. Riverside Deacons 
serve our community in many exceptional ways that are 
not often discussed. The Love Callers reach out and check 
in on members in need, the Flower Ministry creates and 
delivers weekly arrangements made from the donated 
Chancel flowers to brighten members having a difficult 
time, and the Loaves and Fishes deliver numerous meals 
to those who need them. These are just a few of the many 
ways our Deacons support our community. 
 
Reflecting on my three years, I am thankful for the 
opportunity to serve alongside some remarkable people 
and to give back to a community that has given so much 
to my family. I am thankful for Carol's leadership and 
support. Lastly, I am thankful for the opportunity to 
meet new members and help shepherd them into the 
congregation. Thank you Riverside for entrusting me as a 
Deacon to serve our congregation. 

Deacon Ministry comprises of many teams to minister to 
members of RPC. William Trice is a member of the First 
Friends Ministry Team which welcomes new members and 
assists in their involvement in the life of Riverside.

On January 26, a 
reception was held 
in Bittinger Hall to 
celebrate Lois Gurney’s 
ministry of music with 
RPC. During Worship, 
members of the choir 
sang a rendition of 
Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow during 
the Children’s 
Message time. We are 
wonderfully grateful 
for Lois and her 
many gifts she shared 
with the Riverside 
community. 

Confirmation Class Update
Confirmation looks a little bit different than it did years 
ago. Instead of meeting every Sunday from September 
- May, the class meets for 9 weeks in the fall and 9 in the 
spring. Families are asked to make a conceded effort for 
nearly perfect attendance for these 9 week sections rather 
than inevitable inconsistency of a class that meets every 
week September - May. 
The first 9 week section in the fall was very focused on the 
8th/9th graders and their teachers (Diane Tuttle and Chris 
Wrenn) getting to know each other more deeply. It is so 
important to have this intentional time of getting to know 
each other so that everyone feels more comfortable and 
empowered to ask questions and engage in conversation. 
In this spring 9 week section, the focus has shifted 
to stories of Jesus, moments of experiencing God’s 
presence and connecting with Confirmation mentors. 
This past Sunday, confirmands met with their mentors 
for the first time. The mentor / confirmand relationship 
is an important one. This is a person who is not a family 
member, not a fellow teenager and not a parent; they are 
an adult friend, an adult connection for this young person 
in our church. Our hope 
for these confirmands is 
that they feel connected 
and supported by as many 
adults as possible in our 
church, as they continue 
on their spiritual journey. 33
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By Emily Heeg
Over 30 women gathered on the weekend of February 1 at Marywood Retreat Center to hear Ann Rose, sister of 
Dale Child (RPC member). The theme for the retreat was God Speaks to Us Across the Centuries: Meeting God 
in Silence, Nature, and the Arts. Ann explored the history of Celtic spirituality and challenged participants to 
consider ways in which that spirituality is still relevant and helpful to us today. Ten women also spent the night at 
Marywood, enjoying good food, fellowship and a wonderful bonfire on a cool evening. 

Umbrellas Were Needed for This Bible Study
“The LORD is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation.”

For 5 Sundays in January and February a group of eleven 3rd, 4th and 5th grade girls gathered at Riverside 
Presbyterian Church at noon for lunch, Bible study and art. This group of girls, led by Emily Heeg, used Annie 
Pajcic’s study The Perfect Present. The girls learned about how they are each made uniquely by God and about 
the grace they can experience through Christ. The main art project was decorating umbrellas based on the 
scripture Psalm 145:9, “The LORD is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation.”

Read more about Children’s Ministry at 
www.rpcjax.org/programs/children

Women’s Getaway

Reflections
from Women of RPC
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 In the Garden – Banner Creations for Easter
We are creating two banners which will both have 
flowers made by members of our church. The theme for 
the banners is “In the Garden”. This theme goes along 
with springtime as well as Easter. We hope all ages will 
participate.   A table will be set up in Bittinger from 9:30-
11:00 am on the three Sundays of: March 1, 8 and 15.

Invitation to a Lenten Spiritual Practice
Lent is an opportunity to become more grounded in who 
we are as beloved children of God. We encourage you 
to consider making space for daily journaling prompts 
throughout Lent as a way to prepare the ground of your 
life for bearing the fruit of Good News.
Instructions: Use whatever medium is going to best serve 
you in this daily practice! You could use a journal, Notes 
app, spare piece of paper or a voice note. Journal Prompts 
are available in the Church Office, as an insert in worship 
bulletins and via email. 

 www.rpcjax/org/lent

HOLY WEEK
Service times, art project, daily practices etc. 

Easter Sunday
8:30 am and 11:00 am Worship
9:30 am Sunday School 
During Sunday School, Children’s classes will go outside to 
place flowers on the cross in the courtyard on Park St. 

Daily

April 12

Palm Sunday
8:30 am and 11:00 am Worship
9:30 am Sunday School 
12:00 pm Palm Sunday Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt

Maundy Thursday Service
7:00 pm Service 

Good Friday Service
noon Service

Service of Remembrance and Healing

February 23 - March 15

April 5

April 9

April 10
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This Month
in our neighorhood
CEW Field Days Dedicated 
to Merle Lear
This year’s Children’s 
Enrichment Workshop 
Field Days are being 
dedicated to Merle 
Lear, who passed away 
in January.  Merle was 
an integral part of this 
program and loved 
being involved each year.   This year we can remember 
Merle in a special way by praying for the volunteers 
leading the organized games, or spending a few hours 
during one of these Field days with the children!  Lunch 
provided. Contact Jan Nicholas in the church office (904) 
355-4585 or jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org
  
Field Days are scheduled: 
Tuesday March 3 at Fishweir Elementary
Thursday March 5 at Central Riverside Elementary
Friday March 6 at West Riverside Elementary

The BEST Dinner Deal in 
the Neighborhood!
Thursday March 19, 5:30-
7:00 pm at Trinity Lutheran 
Church on Park St.  “Carry-
Out” available at 5 pm.

The annual Spaghetti Dinner 
at Trinity Lutheran helps raise 
critical funds to transport 
children for Children’s Enrichment Workshop activities! 
Hosted at Trinity Lutheran Church, the dinner is Thursday 
March 8, 5:30 – 7:00 pm for ‘eat-in.’ ‘Carry-out’ your dinner 
beginning at 5 pm.  Tickets are $5.00 for adults and $3.00 
for children 4-12, and can be purchased from the RPC 
church office or at the door.  Contact jan.nicholas@rpcjax.
org or (904) 355-4585 x25  for more information
Many children in local elementary schools participate 
in Children’s Enrichment Workshop opportunities 
through after-school classes and Field Days that Riverside 
Presbyterian sponsors with equipment and volunteers.

March Lunch & Learn Walking History 
Tour of Riverside… Including RPC 
Sanctuary!  
Wednesday March 18, 10:15 – 12 noon  
$15.00 and Bring $ for Lunch in 5 Points
Come learn more about our quaint Historic Riverside, 
Jacksonville’s hidden gem and one of the largest 
historic districts in the country!  Our tour guide, who 
was born and raised in this neighborhood, will share 
her passion for her home with engaging stories and an 
interactive atmosphere.  Meet at Riverside Publix and 
we will end the tour at Riverside Presbyterian.  Sign up 
in the Church office or at 
www.rpcjax.org/programs/adults

Light and Color: Touring the 
Historic Sanctuaries of Riverside
Saturday March 21, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
You are invited to enjoy and explore our own 
neighborhood through a FREE tour of five
beautiful sanctuaries.  View the architectural, artistic 
and historic wonders of not only our own sanctuary, but 
also Riverside Baptist Church, Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church, Riverside Christian Church and Riverside Park 
United Methodist Church.  
There will be docents at each location to guide and 
answer questions, as well as a “passport” coloring book 
for children, sacred music and art.  You can begin and 
end the tour at any of the locations.  Information about 
the tour is available at riversideavondale.org (RAP is 
sponsoring the event).



The PNC is busy this month reading through over 200 
Personal Information Forms (PIF’s) received in response 
to our posting. A typical PIF is about 8 pages with 
detailed information about the candidate’s education 
and experience.  It also includes answers to several 
questions regarding their strengths, growth and 
personal calling.

Each week the PNC discusses candidates that may meet 
our needs based on the specific qualities that resulted 
from the surveys and focus groups.

Once again, please remember that PIF’s are highly 
confidential information therefore we are unable 
to share information relating to our candidates. The 
main reason is to protect the privacy of their personal 
searches.
 
Two PNC members will attend the NEXT Church National 
Gathering in Cincinnati, OH on March 1. NEXT Church 
is a purposeful relational community of Presbyterian 
leaders whose mission is to strengthen a vibrant and 
thriving PC(USA) that shares the good news of Jesus 
Christ in ways that matter to and have impact on God’s 
evolving world.

We are extremely grateful for your support of our 
work.  Please continue to pray for our team, pray for the 
candidates, and pray for the individual God has chosen 
to lead us into the future.

Updates
ICARE, PNC and Sulzbacher

Pastor Nominating Committee Update: 

Getting Down to Business!

Thank you, February Sulzbacher Volunteers!

The following volunteers served the meal at Sulzbacher on Thursday February 13.  Pat Helwig, Grif Helwig, 
Denise Judd, Kathy Para, Vance Walker, Betsy Dunlap, and Sherrick Gilbert.  Cooks for the meal were John 
Kosakowski, Judi Hardwick, Sarah Leuthold and Jo Pratt-Dannals.  

Server sign-ups for Thursday March 12 are available at 

www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher 
or call the church office (904) 355-4585. 

Breaking the Mental Illness 
-to-Jail Connection  By Bill Hoff

Riversiders want to make a 
positive impact on the wider 
community.  We know this 
is a part of our calling as 
followers of Christ.  One 
huge way we can do this is 
happening this month!  By 
your attendance at ICARE’s 
Nehemiah Assembly on 
March 30 you can connect with hundreds of faithful 
citizens around Jacksonville and let our collective voice be 
heard.
At the Assembly, we will hear how positive change is 
happening in our criminal justice system and in our 
treatment of adolescents who have committed offenses 
at school.  Related to this, we are now seeking specific 
improvements in the training of JSO employees as it relates 
to their encounters with the mentally ill.  We can reduce the 
number of people who are taken to jail primarily because 
they are presenting with mental illness.  This saves public 
money and improves outcomes for the sick.
Monday March 30, 6:45 pm, at Abyssinia Baptist Church. 
Carpooling from RPC available at 6:00 pm.  
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Photos of the Month:
Clockwise from Top Left: Lunch and Learn?, RPC Youth Trip to Rock 
the Universe at Universal Studios, Kindergarten and 1st Grade 
Sunday School

Special visit
From Fonkoze in Haiti 

In the Mountains, Songs of Joy and Two Meals
    Through the compassion and generosity of RPC members and others, 1,400 children in the central plateau of Haiti 
will have an incredible week this summer where they will 
 • wake up excited to get dressed 
 • will walk through mountain paths and jungles to join a gathering of peers
 • will receive a nutritious breakfast and hot lunch
 • will spend hours playing games, singing, dancing, laughing
 • will hear encouraging messages from enthusiastic adults to help them navigate the challenges of their situation
    To accomplish all this, our church is trying to raise $15,000 this Spring to fund the Fonkoze camps for the poorest 
of the poor.  Our contributions will be matched 100%!  
On March 28-29 the fund-drive launches with a special event at the Old St. Andrews Church (Saturday night) and 
visitors from Fonkoze at church (on Sunday morning). Visit our website, rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-world for more 
information and please give generously! 
Photos below are from RPC’s 2015 youth trip to serve with the CLM summer camps in the central plateau of Haiti. 
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March Birthdays
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March 1
Wilson, Henry
March 2
Bryan, Annie
Rattigan, Michael
March 3
Cook, Burt
Cook, William
Lopez, Joe
Lovett, Claudia
Powell, Teddy
Tran, Nora
March 4
Campen, Kate
Crabtree, Liddy
March 5
Mann, Letha
March 6
Fackler, Teddy
March 7
Davis, Elizabeth
Hardwick, Jim
Platt, Tommy
Saenz, Mia

March 8
Davis, Julia
Rogers, Becky
March 9
Loomis, Jacque
March 10
Baker, Duncan
Campbell, Heather
Farrar, Bois
Fox, Leann
Gordon, Laura
Stark, Kathy
March 11
Moll, Velva
March 12
Newton, Will
Raynor, Jeremy
March 13
Robertson, Judy
Ruffin, Jane
March 14
Branch, Tilson
Coll, Melissa
Creed, Alice

Chamblin, Nancy
Cousar, Mary
Fitch, Bruce
Gillam, Christy
March 22
Andrews, Jan
Campen, Ben
Eyrick, Lindsay
March 23
Flynn, Robert
Schallen, Eric
Smith, Carr
March 24
McDonald, Sherry
Morrow, Tony
Ward, Lois
March 25
Mason, Pat
Nicholas, Jan
March 26
Bayley, Sarah
Nuland, Mitchell
March 28
Acree, Chase

Ivie, Trish
Raynor, Jack
Strother, Lamar
March 15
Boone, Clay
Halkovitch, Megan
Parsons, Cheri
March 16
Diebenow, Raleigh
Fannin, Peggy
March 17
Brittle, Marshall
Meyer, Scott
Vodenicker, Elizabeth
March 18
Cummings, Angela
March 19
Milne, Isabelle
Story, Clarke
March 20
Evert, Elsa
Haehnel, Sue
March 21
Bergey, Seth

March 29
Howard, John
Jenkins, Avery
Langer, Rebecca
March 30
Crawley, Scott
Cusick, Debbie
Davis, Holly
March 31
Bergey, Chris
Crooks, Laura
King, Holly
Pratt-Dannals, Ed

1. Use cold water when washing clothes to reduce energy use.  Energy is needed to heat water. 
You can also opt for a shorter wash cycle.

2. Only do laundry when the load is full. Not only does this save water and electricity but it 
also saves you money and time.  You can either wait until you have more items to wash or 
combine your partial load with your family or housemates. 

3. Avoid using energy to dry your laundry by hanging a laundry line or using a drying rack. This 
cuts down on your electricity bill as well!

Green Your Laundry Routine
March Earth Care Tips

Journal Prompt for March 1: The First Sunday of Lent
 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted.” (Matthew 4:1)
How do you discern the leading of God in your life? Write a prayer seeking God’s guidance about something.
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