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Dear Riversiders,
 
These winter days on the First Coast see frequent rollercoaster temperature swings. The cold 
comes but usually not for long. A few warm days bless us but soon we are reminded it is not 
yet spring. Sometimes life as a whole can feel like a series of ups and downs, too. Bad news 
follows good news or visa versa. Do we ever achieve a place of no struggle?
 Following the stories of Jesus’ life through the weeks after Epiphany, we see some of the 
peaks and valleys in his public ministry. We see his popularity in Capernaum where crowds 
reached maximum capacity whenever he taught. We see the scolding from the scribes who 
accuse Jesus of blasphemy for offering forgiveness. He went to his hometown and “could do 
no deed of power there”.

He went up on a mountain and heard a voice from heaven describe him as Beloved Son. Those with whom he spent the 
most time seemed the least insightful about him or committed to his cause. Following Jesus through these “covid-winter” 
days can have its ups and downs, for sure.  

Soon, we as a church will begin a new phase of the journey with Christ, the season of Lent. We transition from winter into 
spring, we hope vaccinations will abound, we expect a re-opening of the church campus to in-person meetings and worship 
(at some point soon), we hope the tone of civil discourse moderates.

Still, there is no such thing as life without some struggle. Lent is usually viewed as a “dark season” for Christians. But our 
Staff here is offering this theme for the season of Lent: “Don’t be afraid of the dark.” We choose to insist that the presence 
of Christ sustains (not inoculates) us against the darkness and delivers God’s amazing light and love to the world for which 
God gave His Son.

As you read through the pages of this Messenger, we hope the light of the Gospel shines through each story and picture!

Grace and peace,
Bill

From Your Pastor
Bill Hoff

• Start on Ash Wednesday! 
Join us for worship at 6:30 pm on February 17 as we observe the beginning of Lent. In person 
worship is available, RSVP required. Live streaming will also be offered. Please bring to this 
service one small 2-dimensional item that represents something in your life that has “turned 
to ashes” this past year (e.g. a copy of a cancelled trip itinerary, a photo of someone you miss, 
directions for sewing a face mask). If you are not attending in person, you may bring your item 
by the church the week prior, or mail it to us. Our various items will be made into a work of art 
which we will display in the sanctuary throughout Lent.

• Attend Sunday Worship! 
Our Lenten sermon series, “‘What do you Seek?’ The Probing Questions of Christ,” will examine a few 
of the most powerful questions Jesus asks in the Gospels. Since Lent is a season of self-examination, 
we will allow Christ himself to guide our prayers as he invites us into conversation about who we are 
in him.

Ways to engage your faith at RPC this Lent:
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• Watch our Weekly Devotionals! 
Each Monday, we will email a short video produced by The Work of The People, a website that 
creates liturgical videos. The series, “Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark,” is compelling and poignant for 
the world we find ourselves in today.

• Go Deeper with the Videos: Join our Six Week Lenten Class! 
Each Tuesday night at 7:00 pm (Feb 23-Mar 30), we will gather on Zoom to discuss the themes in the 
weekly devotional video. You are welcome to join others in your social bubble  (perhaps on a back 
porch) if you want to gather in small groups to join the Zoom call. Depending on numbers, we will 
split into “breakout groups” so all voices can join the discussion.

• Read and Pray Daily! 
Daily written devotionals from our denomination for the season of Lent will be available at the 
church office to guide your daily practice of self-reflection and prayer.

• Pray the Labyrinth! 
Our new prayer labyrinth will be available for use in Bittinger Hall throughout 
Holy Week. A prayer labyrinth is a circular path that leads to its center as a sort 
of pilgrimage, integrating movement and prayer to focus the heart and mind on 
God. RSVP with the church office is required and more information about the 
labyrinth will be provided when you arrive for your allotted time. 

• Worship During Holy Week! 
We will gather for worship, in person and online, at 7:00 pm on Maundy Thursday, and 12:00 pm 
on Good Friday. Join us as we journey toward the cross, recall Jesus’ passion, and remember all that 
God has done for us in Christ. 

Ways to engage your faith at RPC this Lent:

www.rpcjax.org/lent
For Worship or Labryinth reservations, please go to
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RPC’s Matthew 25 Leaders

I serve as Secretary of the Matthew 25 Committee. I maintain the minutes of our meetings. 
I also participate in our planning, strategy, and implementation of the initiatives. I believe 
we - the Riverside Congregation - together can realize the vision of the Matthew 25 
undertaking - both within the our four walls and in our local community. - Kae Harding 

Eradicating systemic poverty means that we aspire to address the root causes of poverty 
in our communities. While our church is on the frontlines in helping to ease the pain of 
poverty by serving meals at Sulzbacher, volunteering at DESC, delivering Meals on Wheels, 
we can go further to understand and address the root causes of poverty. Our intent will be 
to listen, to study, to explore various formats that will open our eyes and hearts so we may 
respond to Christ’s urgent call to be a church of action, where God’s love, justice and mercy 
shine forth and are contagious. - Julie Handley

Dismantling systemic racism starts with restructuring those systems that allow it to 
perpetuate. Seeking knowledge, committing to change, creating and maintaining racial 
equality through actions and perseverance move us from where we are to where we need 
to be.  It is a daunting challenge task that demands engagement from all to make a real 
difference but the rewards change the lives of humankind.  - Denise Judd

Maribeth Ashley is excited and honored to serve alongside 
Julie Handley, Kae Harding, Denise Judd, and Debbie Pierson 
on the Matthew 25 Leadership Committee. In her role as chair, 
Maribeth hopes to lead a cultural movement among 
the RPC community by embracing Jesus' call in 
Matthew 25: 31-46 to take our living faith into our 
community and the world. As a Matthew 25 church, we 

are called to live out true discipleship by acting boldly, compassionately, and fearlessly 
serving people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor.  In 2021, the Matthew 25 
Committee will embrace 3 areas of focus: Building Congregational Vitality, Dismantling 
Structural Racism, and Eradicating Systemic Poverty.

Building Congregational Vitality is the underpinning for actively engaging in God’s 
mission in Jacksonville and the global community. Working with the Session, Staff and 
Matthew 25 team, we support efforts that develop disciples of all ages; embrace evangelism; 
enable RPC to be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus among the marginalized; 
empower members to discover their calling; inspire spirit-filled worship; model caring 
relationships; and, ensure transparent, thoughtful decision-making.  - Debbie Pierson

Look for more information in the coming months for 
ways to get involved in the Matthew 25 initiative!
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Elder Spotlight - Bill Proctor

Name: 
Bill Proctor  

Elder or Deacon? 
Elder 

How did you come to call Riverside your church 
home?  
Carol and I joined RPC in the early 1990’s. We settled 
here because we wanted to ground our son in a 
church. We had friends who attended RPC and we 
just felt comfortable here. We became denizens of 
the early service and we can’t wait for it to return.

Tell us about your family and/or pets: 
My wife is Carol. My son is Will. My daughter-in-law is 
Chelsey. My dog is Paul. Finally my cat has numerous 
names most not repeatable in proper company, but 
he is formally known as Bates.

My son was raised in RPC and attended RPDS. He 
and his wife now live in Lake Mary, FL and they seem 
to be enjoying a happy life (the greatest gift to any 
parent).   Carol is a dietician and is a yoga addict. Paul 
is a golden retriever who started life training to be a 

canine companion, but went through a change in career 
when his ADHD interfered with his chosen profession. I 
say again Bates has many names most not repeatable in 
proper company and we live with the knowledge that 
he would eat us if only he were a lot larger or we were a 
lot smaller. 

Why did you become anElder?
Trip Means called up and asked. I feel that if one is a 
member of an organization one should contribute to 
its continuation. So I said yes. Besides they seemed 
desperate as they called me.

We will be highlighting an Elder in each issue of the Messenger to help you get to know our church’s leadership team.

FEBRUARY
• Participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count
• Take advantage of the time spent indoors to learn 
about the environment connected to your backyard 
habitat. Research your ecological address.
• Read about the harmful effects of various herbicides, 
insecticides, and fertilizers; explore alternatives to 
pesticides; and review best practices for your lawn and 
garden.
• Collect the wood ashes from your fireplace to use 
in your compost pile or to sift and add with sand and 
loam to create a dust bath for birds in summer.
• Sharpen and tune-up your garden tools for the season 
ahead.

Tips for a Healthy Yard
MARCH

• As you carry out your early spring cleanup chores, 
create a brush pile with fallen branches as a shelter for 
wildlife.
• Inventory your garage and garden shed and mark 
for safe disposal substances too toxic to use. Find out 
your community’s chemical disposal day schedule and 
location.
• Research the life cycles of insect pests so that you’ll be 
prepared to use alternatives to pesticides.
• Add compost to planting beds.
• Sow seeds of summer annuals indoors, remembering 
to pick species used by butterflies and hummingbirds.
• Clean out and repair nest boxes.

read more at 
www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-congregation

Tips taken from audobon.org 
View all tips via the link on our website. 
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Deacon Spotlight - Frank H. Shuke

Name: 
Frank H. Shuke 

Elder or Deacon? 
Deacon  

How did you come to call 
Riverside your church 
home?  
I was always aware of Riverside Presbyterian Church’s 
reputation and knew some people who attended here. 
Bill Hoff has been a friend for many years. So, when we 
were looking for a new church home, we visited RPC. 
After attending Sunday school classes and services for 
a while, we met with Steve Goyer and decided to join. 
I like that RPC is considered a purple church and is 
involved with many community programs.

Tell us about your family and/or pets: 
My wife, Kathy, and I will celebrate our 49th 
anniversary in April. In 2013 I retired from The Davey 
Tree Expert Company where I was a project manager 
and senior estimator. In 2014 Kathy retired from 
The Broach School of Jacksonville where she was the 
academic director. We have two daughters and two 
grandsons. Our older daughter, Heather, lives with her 

family near Tallahassee. Our younger daughter, Wesley, 
and her family live in Jacksonville. Wesley’s son, Josh, is 
a junior at Paxon and is an A/V tech at RPC for Sunday 
services. Wesley also has two stepdaughters. We currently 
have a cat, Sirius Black.

Why did you become a Deacon?
I never aspired to become a church officer. I do not 
consider myself to be a leader, but I enjoy and get great 
satisfaction from helping others.  After much trepidation 
and prayer, I was ordained in 1999 at a local Presbyterian 
church. During my years of service there as an elder and 
clerk of sessions, I gained an enhanced understanding and 
perspective of Presbyterian church polity. When asked to 
serve as deacon at Riverside, I wondered “what do I have 
that I can bring to the deacons.” My experiences at RPC as 
a Sulzbacher coordinator, Holy Grounds volunteer, usher, 
RBI volunteer, and coordinator of Earthcare projects for 
the Global Committee, have helped prepare me.
The first year of my term as deacon has been during the 
pandemic. During this time, we have had to adapt to new 
ways of reaching, commuting with, and supporting our 
congregational members. Zoom meetings, phone calls, and 
text messaging are the tools I have used to stay in touch. 
I have had many interesting and enjoyable conversations 
with some of our members.

We will be highlighting a Deacon in each issue of the Messenger to help you get to know our church’s leadership team.

It has been a difficult year for our hungry and 
housebound older generation. Our Meals on Wheels 
program, led by Regina Boone, continues the work of 
providing 28+ daily meals to housebound seniors in 
our neighborhood as it has been for the past 47 years.

MOW will soon be expanding to include weekend 
nutrition packs to our existing seniors, through a new 
partnership with Feeding NE Florida. Meals are now 
prepared by the Clara White Mission Culinary program 
at the cost of $4.50 per meal. This has led Regina to 

seek even more donations to support those in 

the program who are unable to pay for this cost. She 
is thankful for the Christmas gift bag donations that 
came from Clara White, RPDS, Lakeshore Woman’s Club 
and for Riverside Presbyterian House who provided 
the meals for Thanksgiving and Christmas. $1,835  was 
given by RPC members during the Alternative Gift 
Catalog campaign. 

If you have contacts with groups who Regina might speak 
with in seeking funds, please contact her at 904-412-2775 
(cell) or 904-388-8187 (office).
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How Music is Selected for Worship
Jean Spyksma

Have you ever wondered how the music is selected each Sunday for our 
worship services? Here’s a peek into how it happens.

Riverside Presbyterian Church subscribes to something called The 
Revised Common Lectionary.  A lectionary is a table of scripture readings 
appointed for Christian worship on any given day. This lectionary 
provides entire denominations a common pattern and theme for their 
services. Many other churches are worshipping in much the same way 
that we are on any given Sunday, reading the same lessons, singing 
many of the same hymns, and using suggested prayers for the day. 
Although there are usually four lessons offered for each week, all related 
to each other in some way, one of those is chosen by the pastor as a text for preaching. 

I begin to plan a service by reading all of the lessons for the day and select the hymns. If you look at page 968 
in the back of our hymnal sometime, you will see that the entire 3-year lectionary is published there. We are 
currently in year B. Attached to every Sunday of the church year, there are suggested hymn numbers that will 
support and enhance all of the scripture readings for that day. I will usually receive preaching topics several 
weeks in advance and then can study which of those hymn lyrics will tie in best to the sermon. If there is a 
choice of good hymns recommended, I will pick a lively tune as the opening hymn and a more stately tune as 
the closing hymn. 

As an aside, I think it’s important to note that hymn writers are poets, not musical composers. When forming 
your opinion on a hymn, don’t forget to examine how the lyrics have enhanced and supported what we are 
talking about in worship that day. Those lyrics are meant to enrich you as you study the Word! The tune is just 
an extra. When worshipping, try focusing on the meaning of the lyrics printed in your bulletin during this time 
of COVID. 

When selecting a prelude, I often look through my organ repertoire to see if there is something that ties in to 
one of the tunes we will be using that morning. If a tune is a little unfamiliar to the congregation, sometimes, 
hearing it in advance in a prelude will make it easier to sing. If there isn’t anything available based on one of 
the hymn tunes, I try to select a classical piece that offers the opportunity for quiet reflection prior to worship.

The choral and solo literature gets selected in much the same way so that everything ties together textually in 
the service.
 
Then, of course, there are the postludes! I seriously look for pieces that are fun, and not too long. I think postludes 
are the best way for people to begin to understand the capabilities of our wonderful organ and to enjoy hearing 
it played. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to share music at Riverside Presbyterian! 

The Music Director Search Committee is hard at work. 
Updates will be posted at 

www.rpcjax.org/music



it necessary to limit the number of residents in 2020, for 
distancing reasons.
  
All residents have been tested repeatedly. It wasn’t until 
mid-January that a resident tested positive at RTH. He 
was immediately placed in isolation in the garage/apt. He’s 
showing no symptoms and is doing well. His roommates 
have all continued to test negative, as have all other 
residents and staff. Testing will continue. The Manager 
and Assistant Manager both were vaccinated recently.  The 
outlook remains cautiously optimistic. 
 
The RTH board of directors secured a PPP loan in 2020, 
and by keeping their 3 staff members employed, met the 
requirements for loan forgiveness. The Board was forced 
to cancel the annual Spring Open House and Fall Golf 
Outing, so fundraising has been very difficult.
 
2021 marks the 50th anniversary of Tradition House’s 
founding and becoming a Community Mission of Riverside 
Presbyterian Church.  RTH is a Sober Living Home which 
serves the greater Jacksonville community and beyond. 
Please keep the men at Tradition House in your prayers.
 

Respectfully submitted,
The Board of Directors of  Riverside Tradition House, Inc.    

Many thanks to Kathy Stark for handpainting 
our new prayer Labryinth. We will be sharing 
background information, directions and video 
of the Labryinth in the coming weeks! 88

Imagine trying to manage a group home full of working 
men during COVID-19.  Tradition House has faced that 
challenge since the pandemic hit, and so far they’ve met 
it. Manager Mark Ragland put strict policies in place 
early on in order to keep RTH clean and safe. Masks at 
AA meetings, ZOOM meetings, sanitizing, distancing 
and more.

An outbreak could mean the closing of the House. RTH 
is home to around 30 men, including staff consisting 
of a manager, assistant manager and cook.  All three 
have worked very hard under difficult circumstances 
during the pandemic.  Despite the fact that demand for 
RTH residency is higher than ever, the Manager found 

Riverside Tradition House

The New Labyrinth

Working hard in 2021!



99

Youth Elder Spotlight
Lainey Rose, 11th Grade

I first joined Riverside in 7th grade after leaving a church 
owned by my grandparents. We tried out a couple of 
churches but ultimately, the youth group was why we 
chose Riverside. I have been involved in youth activities 
for a while now and started to attend the youth 
committee meetings last year. I wanted to share my 
ideas and help improve our youth. I love planning fun 
nights and where to go for trips. 
I recently was asked to become an Elder by Jessica 
Stevenson. I wasn’t very familiar with this position, but 
after talking to some others I knew I wanted to be a part 
of it so that I could become even more involved with the 
church. I am the oldest of three siblings. My sister is in 
the high school youth group as well and we love going 
to bible study on Wednesday nights. 
I go to Stanton College Preparatory and I am an 11th 

grader in the IB 
program. I love 
to act and play 
flag football at 
school. 
Most people 
already know 
this but I am 
vegan and I love plants! I really want a dog but I still 
have to convince my dad. I really enjoy traveling and 
I go on tons of road trips with my friends and family. 
We once drove 36 hours straight from California. 
I love this church so much and cannot wait for our 
future events!
Lainey will serve at the Youth Elder for a one year term 
beginning in March 2021. 

Above: RPC’s first Virtual Holy Grounds via 
Zoom on January 17, 2021. All other photos 
are from the RPC Youth Bubble Soccer event 
at RPC on January 24, 2021.

If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please let us know. The flowers can be “in memory 
of ” or “in honor of ” someone. The cost of the flowers is $85.00 per Sunday. Please call or 
contact Jan Carr at 355-4585 Ext 10 or jan.carr@rpcjax.org if you are interested.

Sponsor the Chancel Flowers
4 Dates Available in 2021

Available Dates: 
· June 20   · September 5

· September 19    · December 12

Lainey is on the far left, pictured with her 
parents Rob and Leah, her two brothers 
and sister. 
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What did RPC Members think?
We asked RPC members via our weekly email, Facebook page and Instagram page to weigh in. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

I was impressed with the emphasis 
on use of high quality contemporary 
music with a classical flavor. 
This should serve as a model for 
much of our future music, both 
weekly and special services. Of 
course exploration of other genres 
is encouraged, especially if we 
wish to appeal to a wider range of 
generations and tastes. The use 
of traditional carols for the musical 
interludes was a valuable approach. 
- Don Downing

I thought it was the best 
lessons and carols we’ve 
had at RPC! I loved that 
the children were able to 
be participants. It was a 
service that appealed to 
all age groups which is 
hard to do!
- Norma Farnell

Rick and I watched the Christmas 
Eve service from home. The new 
cameras, more angles and close 
ups of speakers, singers really help 
personalize the service. I felt more 
connected even though online. We lit 
candles along with our church family 
virtually! Lovely worship service. 
- Kathy Stark

The Lessons and 
Carols service was 
awesome! The music 
was beautiful. The 
whole service was so 
well orchestrated, it 
moved seamlessly. 
Well done!!! 
- Pat Mason

What did you think about the December 5 
Lessons and Carols Worship or about our 

Christmas Eve Worship Services? 

www.rpcjax.org/live
Watch past services as well as live services at  

Stained Glass Care Continues
Finding experienced, reputable & affordable 
craftspeople to work on historic buildings like our 
beautiful sanctuary, is an ongoing challenge for 

our Property & Maintenance 
Committee. Replacing the Lexan 
plexiglass that protects our 
magnificent stained glass windows 
has been one of those nagging 
challenges.  Enter Sister Diane Couture, a member of the Sisters of St. Joseph based in St. 

Augustine, who has been working on restoring, creating and protecting stained glass for decades.  These pictures 
tell the amazing story of this "flying" nun and her crew. Work is ongoing!

Both the Lessons and Carols service and the 
Christmas Eve service were excellent. I was blessed 
to be able to attend them both live. The music was 
amazing, and as much as I miss singing in them, 
it was wonderful to hear such beautiful music 
presented. Riverside has a long tradition of excellent 
music and it's certainly continuing through the 
pandemic. I'm longing for the days when we can 
get back to singing in the choir, not to mention our 
church traditions like Riversiders!
 -Lynn Thompson



Bruce Fitch
Christy Gillam

22
Jan Andrews
Ben Campen
Lindsay Eyrick

23
Robert Flynn
Eric Schallen
Carr Smith

24
Sherry McDonald
Tony Morrow
Lois Ward

25
Pat Mason
Jan Nicholas

26
Sarah Bayley
Mitchell Nuland

28
Chase Acree

29
John Howard
Rebecca Langer
Kellie Anne Perkins

30
Scott Crawley
Debbie Cusick

31
Chris Bergey
Laura Crooks
Holly King
Ed Pratt-Dannals

February Birthdays March Birthdays
1
Alex Meyer

2
Mary Acree
Susan Smathers
Frances Wickes

3
Charles Blank
Marshall Faircloth
Tripp Means
Emma Newton
Dayna Perkins

4
Frances Howey
Becky Romig
Kathy Shuke

5
Caroline Cook
Kristin Swiercek

6
Judi Perdue
Allen Todd

7
Alison Bok

8 
Noah McDonald
Debbie Pierson
Sarah Sifton

9
Stephanie Ibach
Ben Philips
Finley Williams

10
Woody Woodall

11
Christopher Pratt-
Dannals
Jay Smith
Sarah Stevenson
John Stiefel
Jonathan Wallace

12
Kay Armstrong

13
Dan Coffman
Mason Doherty
Debbie Early

14
Curtis Du Chanois
Alan Wilson

15
Cheryl Sapora
Dan Schwalbe
Julia Swiercek

16
Minor Chamblin
Margo Fitch

17
Judy Ratcliffe

18
John Howard

19
Mary Lobello

20
Ashley Adams
Elisabeth Day
Elizabeth Niebrugge

21
Glenda Collier
Hank Coxe
Christian Matson
Bill McLaurine

23
Dekle Day

24
Emmanuella Althuis
Mark Harbison
Janie Jones
Thaddeus Scherer
Carolyn Smith

25
Natalie Rosenberg

26
Marty Child
Charles Trinder

27
Steve Matson

28
Neena Corbin

29
Knox Kerr

12
Will Newton
Jeremy Raynor

13
Judy Robertson
Jane Ruffin

14
Tilson Branch
Melissa Coll
Alice Creed
Trish Ivie
Jack Raynor
Lamar Strother

15
Clay Boone
Megan Halkovitch
Cheri Parsons

16
Peggy Fannin

17
Marshall Brittle
Scott Meyer
Elizabeth 
Vodenicker

18
Angela Cummings

19
Isabelle Milne
Clarke Story

20
Sue Haehnel

21
Seth Bergey
Nancy Chamblin
Mary Cousar

1
Henry Wilson

2
Annie Bryan

3
Burt Cook
William Cook
Joe Lopez
Claudia Lovett
Teddy Powell
Nora Tran

5
Letha Mann

6
Teddy Fackler
Matthew Garman

7
Elizabeth Davis
Jim Hardwick
Tommy Platt

8
Julia Davis
Becky Rogers

9
Jacque Loomis

10
Duncan Baker
Heather Campbell
Bois Farrar
Leann Fox
Laura Gordon
Kathy Stark

11
Paige Miller

In our last issue we published an article called 
“What is it like to be a Secret Pal?”  This was written by Mary Coxe.

1111

Prefer to receive the Messenger by email only? 
Let us know by emailing communication@rpcjax.org to opt out of the physical mailing! 
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