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Feeb...Fuv…Furb…Faw…Remember the Happy Days episode where 
the Fonz had to admit he was wruuv…wriii…He couldn’t force himself 
to say ‘wrong.’ Google it. It’s even funnier now. I had a similar affliction 
acknowledging I was writing the FEBRUARY Messenger article. What the 
hoot happened to January?!? To December?!? OK, I need to get over it. 
Tempus fugit. I guess I’m having fun. I will make a quick trip to Ohio at the 
beginning of the second month. Patricia and I will be celebrating our 36th 
wedding anniversary on February 4. I’ve spent several of them away from 
home, so I took advantage of Allegiant Airlines relatively low-cost fares and 

made plans to go north…in February. I won’t be gone long.

I’ve been working hard on the planning and prodding and promoting front the last 
few months, so I thought I would drop back a few yards and share some more personal 
thoughts. February provides me with some wonderful reasons to be wistful. Of course, 
Valentine’s Day comes up, with all the historic remembrances associated with it—good 
and otherwise. My parents both breathed their first breaths in February: Dad on the 19th 
in 1920 and Mom on the 3rd in 1923. That’s a hundred years for Dad! He breathed his 
last breath on February 12, 2006. Patricia and I moved to the married stage of life on the 
aforementioned 4th day in 1984. I concluded ministry at the first church I served and 
launched into my PhD program—you guessed it—in February, 1987. Huh, began my 
first interim position that month, too! My third daughter, Lydia, rushed rapidly through 
her mother’s birth canal on February 15…so fast that I imagined for a bit that I would 
be the whole birth team. I wasn’t. Phew!! Through a series of providential connections, 
Patricia and I made some free trips to the Cancun area years ago…in February! Aaahh! 
If I drift off into fits of nostalgia more than usual in February, you know a few of the 
reasons.

We think and talk a lot about love in February, and that’s good. I hope we also practice it 
well, too. Some of the loveliest and most loving people and events in my life are related 
to and recalled during February. Of course, following the frayed ends of our existential 
paths back to the beginning, and there I and we learn that, at the launch of it all, God 
loves. That’s a message, good for February and for all time; especially as the caucuses 
and primaries begin this election year. Our love for our fellow humans will be tested. 
I hope I possess the wherewithal to be a source of Christ-like love—and hope—in the 
encounters I have in the months ahead. I hope my February musings will help me.

Nostalgic or not, we will continue to move forward in our transition process during 
the month. Our 2020 Vision sermon and worship season will take up all four Sundays. 
At the end of the month, we will commemorate Ash Wednesday and begin our Lenten 
journey to Jerusalem. Realist that I am, I suspect I will be saying the same thing about 
Mah…Mir…March as I did about February. Suck it up, Dude (talking to myself!), and 
carpe diem!
Want to read more Z Notes? Subscribe to our weekly emails at 
www.rpcjax.org/resources/sign-up-for-emails

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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Thank You, Bell Ringers!
By Arden Brugger

Ringing out a big THANK YOU to the following 
volunteers who kept the Riverside Publix Salvation 
Army bell ringing for 60 hours December 2-7, 2019: 
Sherrie Webb, Joe Eberly, Kathy Stark, Joan Madison, Fran 
Aenchbacher, Gary Bowers, Mattox Hair, Rebecca & Andy 
McNeil, Frances Howey, John Humes, Barbara Bath, Andy 
Clarke, John Grisnik, the Parker-Brumback family, Don 
Downing, Bill & Susan Schilling, Susan Humes, Bruce 
& Susan Smathers, Emily & Randy Parks, Kay & George 
Armstrong, Jon Thompson, Bud & Kathy Para, Ann 
Curley, Jean Grant-Dooley, Genevieve Miller, Elizabeth 
Niebrugge, Pat Mason, Merle Lear, Patty Knight, Blanche 
& Dan Coffman, Sharon Cleland, Dan & Nancy Warner; 
Katie, Will & Teddy Fackler, Elizabeth Jolley, Anne Mattia, 
Maggie Means, Sadie Hunt & friend, Dorothy Marsh, J. 
W. & Liddy Crabtree, Olivia & Julia Howey Davis, Arden 
Brugger

From the Cover
Montreat College Conference occurs every year, January 2-5. College students from all over head to Montreat with their 
home church, campus ministry, Presbytery or solo to soak up a few days at Montreat before heading back to school. 
While not all of these students went to Montreat Youth Conference as a high schooler, many did, so this provided them 
a special way to come back to a place that was so important and formative for their high school years. This year’s theme 

was ‘Remembering Sabbath.’ Speakers like Dr. Lauren Winner, Jimmie Hawkins 
and MaryAnn McKibben Dana challenged our college students and adults to 
consider why Sabbath has generally been forgotten in our daily lives. We were asked 
to consider what activities or practices bring us joy and where do we find rest. All 
in all, our time away at Montreat left each of us with personal challenges to find / 
create Sabbath time in our lives. Riverside took 7 RPC students to Montreat along 
with Bill and Breanna. If you want more resources on Sabbath time: Dr. Lauren 
Winner’s book Mudhouse Sabbath and MaryAnn McKibben Dana’s book Sabbath 
in the Suburbs

By Breanna Sooter

Basketball Ministry to be 
Recognized February 9
Scores of volunteers and 
hundreds of children from all over 
our community have participated 
in the RPC Basketball League this 
season. The Board of the League 
began planning last summer, 
teams were formed in the fall, 
and games began in December. 
Playoffs for most age divisions 
begin February 2 and finish by the 
8th. It has been a great season! 
Therefore it is fitting that, in the 11:00 am worship on 
Sunday February 9, we will thank our volunteers, and 
honor our champions. We will announce the winners of 
the Jeff Morrow Award and the Maness Awards. Please 
make our basketball guests feel a warm welcome to RPC 
on the 9th.
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“I was raised in Jamestown, a small town in western NY. My parents weren’t musically inclined (my mother always 
jokes that she can barely play the radio), but my grandmother played the piano a bit, mostly old evangelical hymns. 
When I was 5, my left tibia was found to be full of benign tumors, so I couldn’t do sports. I’d always enjoyed banging 
around on my grandmother’s piano, so my parents decided I should take piano lessons. Our local American Guild 
of Organists chapter hosted a Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza when I was 10. After the concluding recital, the organist of the 
Episcopal Church in town told me to show up Monday morning at 9 am and start practicing.
 Shortly after I had started playing, Ken Cowan, Associate Professor and head of the organ program at Rice 
University’s Shepherd School of Music in Houston Texas, gave a recital at my church. He spent a good deal of time 
with me that week, coaching me and letting me watch him practice. After that recital I decided I really wanted to be 
an organist.
 What I really love 
about playing the organ 
is the way in which it 
allows me to connect with 
people. This is true both in 
worship and as a concert 
musician. The organ, with 
its endless range of colors 
and dynamics, can create a 
depth of emotion unrivaled 
by any other instrument. 
The most magical moments 
for me occur when you let go of the last chord of a piece and have those few seconds of absolute stillness before you 
feel the whole room exhale. There’s nothing like it.”    
Joshua Stafford talking to the editor of CHOIR & ORGAN MAGAZINE  MAY/JUNE 2017

To hear a sample of Joshua’s fine musicianship go to Youtube.com and search “Joshua Stafford Organist” 

February Lunch & Learn: 
Pancakes & Ponce de Leon Eco Boat! 
Date:  Tuesday February 11     
Time:  7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Min. 30  Max. 42
Cost: $35;  includes a Ponce de Leon Eco-boat tour, and brunch/lunch at the Old Sugar Mill Restaurant plus entry 
to De Leon Springs State Park. 
We will enjoy the preserved Eco-System of the St. John’s River while remembering the history that shaped this 
incredible part of Florida. The popular Sugar Mill Restaurant, located in a 100-year-old replica of the original 
1830s sugar mill, features cook-your-own pancakes at the table and freshly made bread and cookies can be 
purchased.  For the history, it is said that Ponce de Leon discovered his famed Fountain of Youth there. 

Relax on a Sunday Afternoon
as you listen to one of America’s finest young organists 

Joshua Stafford, Organist
March 1 at 3:00 pm  

Riverside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary
Free admission
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Pancake Breakfast & Lent Festival
It’s an early Mardi Gras Celebration on Sunday February 
23, 9:30 – 10:45 am!  Pancakes, bacon & sausage, fruit and 
lots of fun are on the menu for this fun event in Kissling 
Hall.  Youth of the church will even cook a special made-
to-order pancake just for you!

Liturgical Arts Project - In the Garden
We are creating two banners which will both have flowers 
made by members of our church. The theme for the 
banners is “In the Garden”. This theme goes along with 
springtime as well as Easter. We will begin making flowers 
on February 23 at a table set up in Bittinger during the 
pancake breakfast (or whatever you are calling it). We hope 
all ages will participate. We will have plenty of supplies to 
either decorate a pre-cut flower or actually create your 
own. We will then have a table set up in Bittinger from 
9:30-11:00 am on the next three Sundays: March 1, 8 &15.

Preparing the Ground
Riverside’s Journey through Lent. 
Lent is an opportunity to become more grounded in who we are as beloved children of God.  Individually and in 
community, Riversiders are invited to make a Lenten journey: “preparing the soil” of our lives for bearing the fruit 
of Good News.

Get A Jump On Your Spring Cleaning 
Please donate your unwanted fabric, felt, buttons, sequins, 
rick-rack, ribbon, other decorative notions, and arts & 
crafts supplies to the church for use in our Springtime 
Liturgical Art Project. Materials needed by February 21. 

Ash Wednesday Soup & Bread Buffets
Both a Lunch and a Dinner will be available for the Ash 
Wednesday Services on Wednesday February 26.  We are 
looking for 5-6 volunteers who would be willing to share a 
favorite soup for our Soup & Bread Buffet.  

February 23

February 26

February 21
beforeAsh Wednesday Services

Noon and 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

Lunch will be served after the noon service at 12:30 pm 
Dinner will be served before the service at 6:00 pm 

February 23 - March 15

To help with Ash Wednesday Soup or to ask questions regarding donations of craft supplies...
Please contact Jan Nicholas: jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org or 355-4585, ext. 25



Riverside to Host Historic 
Lecture Series
beginning March 10

We are thrilled to host an eight-
part lecture series by Dr. Wayne 
Wood, eminent Jacksonville 
historian, beginning this 
month. The series will focus on 
the history of the Riverside-
Avondale neighborhoods as 
part of the celebration of the 
150th and 100th anniversaries 
of these two adjacent neighborhoods. The first lecture 
is a special presentation at RAP’s Annual Meeting on 
February 20 at Church of the Good Shepherd. The seven 
subsequent lectures will occur on the second Tuesday of 
the month in Bittinger Hall beginning March 10. Invite 
your neighbors and friends to come!

March 21

Historic Sanctuaries Tour 
Coming to Riverside
Take a tour of our neighborhood’s historic church 
sanctuaries on Saturday March 21. As part of the year-
long celebration of the 150th anniversary of Jacksonville’s 
Riverside neighborhood, we are collaborating with 
Riverside-Avondale Preservation to offer an interactive 
look into the architectural, artistic, historic and religious 
heritage of this community.
The tour will be 11:00 am to 3:00 pm and will include the 
sanctuaries of Riverside Presbyterian, Riverside Baptist, 
Riverside Christian, Riverside Park United Methodist, 
and Good Shepherd Episcopal churches. Tickets are $5.00 
per adult, children and youth free, with proceeds going to 
support the Children’s Enrichment Workshop.
More details will be announced when tickets begin to go 
on sale soon.

Walking History Tour of 
Riverside…Including RPC!
March 18, 10:15 – 12 noon 
$15.00 and Bring $ for Lunch in 5 Points
Come discover one of the largest historic districts in the 
country! Visit Historic Five Points and Memorial Park 
with its iconic World War I statue. Stroll past grand houses 
and then let an elevator zip you up nine stories to a hip 
rooftop bar for striking views of the St. Johns River and 
downtown Jacksonville. Pop inside Riverside Presbyterian 
Church for an up-close look at its stunning stained-glass 
windows. Your tour guide, who was born and raised in this 
neighborhood, will share her passion for her home with 
engaging stories and an interactive atmosphere. Meet at 
Riverside Publix and end at RPC. 

Organized People Needed!
We are looking for some help to catch up on 
the organization of the Historical room on the 
3rd floor. Please contact Jan Carr in the Church 
office for more information or email 

jan.carr@rpcjax.org
66

Celebrating 
the History of the Riverside Community
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Since our last update, we have made significant 
progress in our search!

In January the Ministry Information Form (MIF) was 
completed, approved and submitted to the PCUSA for 
placement on their website.  The MIF is a very detailed 
job description with our requirements for the Senior 
Pastor/Head of Staff position.  The PCUSA utilizes a 
matching system with suitable candidates that they 
have in their records.
 
Within days of posting our MIF, we expect to receive 
anywhere between 100-150 Personal Information 
Forms (PIF) from candidates. 
 
It is extremely challenging to review, evaluate and 
analyze suitable candidates but the PNC team is 
enthusiastic with the process and are convinced that 
the Holy Spirit is guiding us.
 
Please remember that PIF’s are highly confidential 
information; therefore, we are unable to share 
information relating to our candidates. The main reason 
is to protect the privacy of their personal searches.
 
We are extremely grateful for your support of our 
work.  Please continue to pray for our team, pray for the 
candidates, and pray for the individual God has chosen 
to lead us into the future.

“Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.”
Matthew 6:8

Jo Pratt-Dannals, John Kosakowski, Judi Hardwick, Sarah 
Leuthold, Margee Michaelis, Frank Shuke, Kathy Shuke, 
Josh Dryden, Arden Brugger, Fran Aenchbacher, Gary 
Bowers and Sharon Cleland.

Future Sulzbacher Dinner Servers:
Please note the time changes below
Servers should arrive BY 5:15 pm and leave BY 6:45 pm 

ICARE Studying 
Mental Health Care 
Issues in Jacksonville  

Members of Riverside have been 
collaborating with people of faith 
across our city to study the state of mental health care in 
the community. We’ve heard many stories of how difficult 
it is for many of our neighbors to gain access to quality 
mental health care services. We are especially concerned 
about the lack of services for children and youth and for 
the uninsured.
 You are invited to learn about this issue and help to 
formulate a specific recommendation for action by ICARE 
(our local inter-faith social justice coalition). Contact 
these RPC folks for more information: Ann Dunsford 
Curley, Shantih Spanton, John Sapora and Vicky Watkins.

Interfaith Ministry Sponsors 
Profound Art Exhibition 
Through February 21
“Abraham: Out of One, Many”….an artistic exploration 
on living harmoniously, inspired by Abraham, the 
common ancestor of three celebrated Middle Eastern 
artists from Muslim, Christian and Jewish traditions. The 
exhibition can be viewed at Hendricks Avenue Baptist 
Church, Monday – Friday, 8:30-5:00.
 The exhibition was created by Caravan, an 
international peace-building NGO. Caravan believes that 
the arts can serve as one of the most effective mediums 
to enhance understanding, respect and friendships 
between those of different faiths and cultures.  
 The fifteen works of art, depicting five themes 
in the life of Abraham and Sarah, are accompanied by 
illuminating commentary by the artists. If you go, you 
will be sure to be broadened and moved beyond your 
current understanding of the Middle East and its 
three faiths.  

Updates
PNC, Sulzbacher, ICARE, Interfaith Ministry

Pastor Nominating 
Committee Update

Sulzbacher Servers for January



Summer Trip sign-ups are LIVE for RPC Youth Ministry!
Summer plans / activities for the RPC Youth Ministry Program are also underway. Our hope is that your child, from 
rising 6th grader to graduated 12th grader feels connected and loved by our church and by their youth group. Over the 
summer, any activity we offer is planned in such a way as to help your child feel welcomed, have fun and to make better 
connections within the youth group. We send out weekly emails and you can always check the website below for the 
most up-to-date info. 

Rising 6th-8th graders:  
Keepin’ It Local: Middle School Mission Trip - June 22-26

Outdoor Challenge - July 17-23

Rising 9th-Graduated 12th graders:
High School Mission Trip with CROSS Missions in Charlotte, NC - June 7-13

Montreat Youth Conference - July 11-18

www.rpcjax.org/programs/youth

Photos of the Month:
Clockwise from Top Left: Youth Ice Skating, 3rd-5th grade girls Bible 
Study, Lunch & Learn Trip to Morse Museum.
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To read more or to sign up, go to

Updates
RPC Youth and photos of the month
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Mission of the Month - Children’s Enrichment Workshop
What is C.E.W.? For over 20 years, the Children’s Enrichment Workshops (C.E.W.) organization has been providing 
support to our public elementary schools in the Riverside/Avondale community of Jacksonville. CEW provides 
after-school programs for students, supplies, mentors, teacher support, and annual field day activities. They bus 
approximately 75 students/week from the three schools to four local churches for after-school classes such as music, 
art, computers, cooking, basketball and yoga. The annual field days are all coming up in March this year. Following 
is a note that was received from the principal at West Riverside Elementary, Mrs. Shawna White;

“Thank you very much for providing the wonderful Play Day for the students of West Riverside 
Elementary School. Your sponsorship of the annual event is appreciated very much. We are very 
thankful for the volunteers and their assistance throughout the day. Our students look forward to the 
event every year and have such a wonderful time! Thank you for everything you do to make the event 
special.  The Play Day was the perfect send-off for Spring Break! We value our relationship with the 
Children’s Enrichment Workshop and welcome you to come by the school at any time.“

Volunteers needed for CEW Field Days! 
Field Days at all 3 Elementary Schools are in March! Fishweir Elementary on 
Tuesday March 3, Central Riverside Elementary on Thursday March 5 and West 
Riverside on Friday March 6. Many volunteers are needed to help run the game 
stations / challenges at the field days. If you are able to spend a few hours 
during one of these days, please email jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org or contact Jan 
Nicholas in the Church Office. Lunch is provided. 

February Birthdays
February 7
Bok, Allison

February 8
McDonald, Noah
Pierson, Debbie
Sifton, Sarah

February 9
Ibach, Stephanie
Williams, Finley

February 10
Ballentine, Malcolm
Woodall, Woody

February 11
Cummings, Lila
Smith, Jay
Stiefel, John
Wallace, Jonathan

February 12
Armstrong, Kay

February 13
Coffman, Dan
Doherty, Mason

February 14
Du Chanois, Curtis
Wilson, Alan

February 15
Curley, Ann Dunsford
Raynor, Evan
Sapora, Cheryl
Schwalbe, Dan
Swiercek, Julia

February 16
Chamblin, Minor
Fitch, Margo

February 17
Ratcliffe, Judy

February 18
Howard, John

February 19
Lobello, Margo

February 20
Adams, Ashley
Day, Elisabeth
Niebrugge, Elizabeth

February 21
Collier, Glenda
Coxe, Hank
Matson, Christian
McLaurine, Bill

February 1
Blanks, Mitchell
Meyer, Alex
Simmons, Jennifer

February 2
Acree, Mary
Smathers, Susan
Wickes, Frances

February 3
Blank, Charles
Brumback, Charlie
Faircloth, Marshall
Farrar, Tucker
Means, Tripp
Newton, Emma
Perkins, Dayna

February 4
Howey, Frances
Romig, Becky
Shuke, Kathy

February 5
Cook, Caroline
Swiercek, Kristin

February 6
Perdue, Judi
Todd, Allen

February 22
Edwards, Leighton

February 23
Day, Dekle
Tousey, Janie

February 24
Althuis, Emmanuella
Harbison, Mark
Jones, Janie
Smith, Carolyn

February 25
Rosenberg, Natalie

February 26
Child, Marty
Trinder, Charles

February 27
Fallucco, Chase
Matson, Steve

February 28
Corbin, Neena
Rosenbloom, BeBe

February 29
Kerr, Knox
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