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Transitory Talk—December
Pastor Conley Zomermaand

The rush to the holiday season I mentioned last month kicked in earlier than I 
imagined. Due to the lateness of Thanksgiving Day (as late as it can be) and my 
traveling home to Ohio before Thanksgiving, the article deadline had to be bumped 
up as early as possible. So I began writing this even before Halloween. As I am an 
advanced planner, I pretty much know what December will look like for me. I am not 
whistlin’ in the dark.

Your RPC choirs spent a few weeks battling an early-season bug, so the pace of our intro to Christmas music 
has stepped up quite a bit. I have sung in choirs for fifty years or so and have had many different experiences, 
some easy, some not so much. RPC is way over on the not so much side of the scale. We have fun when we 
rehearse, but it is WORK! I read music pretty well and I’ve found that I spend a good bit of time rehearsing 
other than on Thursday evenings. Other choir members do so as well. Don’t get me wrong; we love what we 
do, but I assure you that we put a lot of time and energy into our efforts. It may sometimes appear that what 
we do is effortless. It is not!! We hope to have all the hiccups in the rhythms and the discords (except where 
they belong) in the harmonies worked out by the annual Christmas concert on December 8. I’m clearing my 
schedule for the additional practice time I will need. 

On a different note (sorry!), I really enjoyed and gathered some good info from our three focus group 
sessions in late October. I’ve been in this line of work for a good long time, so I’m not surprised when I’m not 
surprised by what I hear. I can put the pieces together in a big hurry; but I really appreciated your willingness 
to share your thoughts, frustrations, dreams, and anxieties with me and other church members. The survey 
findings and the group discussions are crucial in the work your PNC is continuing, as well as very helpful to 
me in the ongoing work that I do as interim pastor of RPC. When I see an opportunity to tweak or change 
our practices during my stay, I take it. The initiative usually comes from you, not me. Folks continue to 
exploit my open-door office policy to give me a piece of their mind, and that makes me happy.

I have re-dubbed this time of the year, The Eatin’ Season. We can pretty much plan on the need to ingest 
less and exercise more after January 1st. In spite of the health consequences, I welcome your invitations to 
join you in your family or group merriment. I can’t (and shouldn’t) attend them all, but I will be a happy 
participant in as many as time and stomach allows. I will be in Jacksonville (after I return around December 
4) through Christmas Eve worship, which will be wonderful, by the way. I will return in time to lead worship 
on January 5, the Twelfth Day of Christmas! And off we will fly into the still-unknown spiritual destinations 
that God has in store for us as the Body of Christ at work in our community and world…for yet another year. 
Woohoo!! And hold on to your kerchiefs!

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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To My RPC Family,
I want to tell you thank you, which does not feel like 
enough for what you have done for me and my family. 
The gift from you means so much. You have always been 
my family and I cannot express in words how much I 
miss all of you. This journey has not been easy, but the 
love and care you have shown to me and my family means 
the world to all of us. From the bottom of my heart and 
from my family, we want to say thank you. I miss you all 
so much and want to wish everyone Happy Holidays.  

RPC Basketball League Has 
Tipped Off!
Our church continues to have an outstanding outreach 
ministry with families through our youth basketball 
league.  The games have already started!  Both girls’ 
and boys’ teams are competing at 
several different sites, including 
Lakewood Methodist, Hendricks 
Avenue Baptist, Southside Baptist, 
the Episcopal School, and Ortega 
Methodist. Come out on a Saturday 
this month to watch our children 
play, our parents coach (and 
go crazy!), and our volunteers 
blow their whistles!  For more 
information and schedules, go to 
rpcbasketball.org. 

Clean Up Day at the Church 
On a crisp sunny Saturday morning on November 9, nearly two 
dozen volunteers gathered in the parking lot behind the sanctuary 
to plant, weed, spread 10 yards of mulch and transplant flowers and 
shrubs.  These are some of the Mustard Seed ladies and volunteers 
who helped. 
- Dave Tuttle

From the Cover

Front Cover Photo Details: Front Row L-R:  Jane Miller, Julie Handley, Hans 
Huntsinger, Marilyn Noon, Diane Schwalbe; 2nd Row L-R: Mary Coxe, Dave 
Tuttle, Michael Lane and Pastor Z.  Jan Carr, volunteer, not pictured.

Note of Appreciation from Mersida 
Porcic for Love Gift from RPC
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Each month the Riverside Presbyterian music ministry 
will feature thoughts and memories of  one of our own 
church musicians.

This month we welcome Anita Jones, soprano in Chancel 
choir and Bella Voce, member of Riverside’s hand bell 
choir.

My family came to Jacksonville in 1956 and joined 
Riverside not long after. Someone in the congregation 
heard my mother singing the hymns and said she should 
be in the choir. (You never know where that greeting in 
church will lead.)  She became one of the soprano soloists 
and directed many of the choirs that we had during 
her time.  I often went to the Chancel Choir rehearsals 
with Mom.  Marshall Pierson was the minister of music.  
Because of my young age he would not let me sing with 
the adult choir.  Not missing a beat to further the love of 
music, he taught me how to turn pages for the organist 
and I learned so many things sitting on the organ bench 
with him. The choir sang, in combination with other 
choirs, a number of Oratorios and I was the designated 
page turner for the different organists.  By high school I 
was beginning to establish my place as a singer.  So, as the 
story goes, I followed in my mother’s footsteps as soprano 
soloist and director of different choirs in the church.

Christmas Riversiders
Mark your calendars for the festive Christmas Riversiders 
on Sunday December 15, 6:00-8:00 pm at the home of Bill 
and Mitzi Kuntz, 4744 Prince Edward Road in Ortega. 
This covered dish potluck dinner is a great opportunity 
to informally gather and meet, complete with Christmas 
Carols with Andy Clarke! Please contact Emily Heeg at 
355-4585 if child care is needed.

Christmas Concert, Christmas 
Dinner and Children’s Christmas 
Pageant
Please join your Riverside family on Sunday December 
8 for the annual Christmas Concert and Dinner! The 
concert, beginning at 5:00 pm, features a festival of 
Christmas music sung by the combined choirs of 
Riverside Presbyterian, with special guest artists.  The 
Christmas Dinner follows the concert at 6:15ish.  During 
the dinner the children’s Christmas play will also be 
featured.   Reservations and tickets are required for 
this dinner.  You can purchase tickets on-line at www.
rpcjax.org/advent plus they are available through 
the church office and during Holy Grounds on Sunday 
mornings. Prices are $25 per family, $10 per adult and 
$5 per child. 

Music Ministry

Music ministry rehearsal schedule BREAK after 
Christmas until January 8. For more information on events and 

concerts during Advent, check Page 5
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Left: New Stained Glass Window in Bittinger Hall compliments of Wednesday 
Morning Glass Class

Advent: A Season for Dreaming
The Christmas season invites us into an old story, 

energized by visions, dreams and amazement. Join us 
during Advent and Christmas as we experience the 

presence of God which brings together heaven and earth 
in peace. This is God’s dream for us. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringers
December 2 - 7, 10:00 am - 8:00 pm , Riverside Publix. 

Sign up for 1 hour shifts in the church office or contact 
Arden Brugger at 904-362-1347 

Music at Noon
Wednesday December 4 at Noon in the Sanctuary

Free Community Concert. Christmas Piano and 
Organ Improvisations featuring Andrew Clarke.

Don Thompson Christmas Concert
with First Coast Wind Symphony

Saturday December 7, 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary
Free Community Concert

Christmas Concert, Dinner and Play
Sunday December 8

5:00 pm in Sanctuary, Christmas Concert
Featuring the Choirs, Hand Bells and Soloists of 

RPC, and Bells of Angelwood.

Dinner and Children’s Christmas Play, 
6:00 pm in Kissling Hall

Purchase tickets at the church: $25 Family; $10 
Adults; $5 Children (11 & younger). The Children’s 

Play will begin after dinner.

Women’s Ornament Exchange
Thursday December 12, 6:00 pm

Join us for this annual event - bring an ornament to 
exchange and an appetizer to share. At the Charnley’s 

house, 4247 Sherwood Road

Christmas Eve Services  Tuesday December 24
5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Worship Services

In this service, children can dress up like a character in the Christmas story and participate in the service. 
Bring your own costume or the church can provide one.

8:00 pm Christmas Music for Meditation
8:30 pm Christmas Eve Service

Caring Tree
Sunday December 15

Please take one or more tags from the Caring Trees 
on campus to buy a gift for a local child. Follow the 
instructions on the tag and bring wrapped gifts to 

the church on or before Sunday December 15.

Vivaldi’s “Gloria” 
Sunday December 15, 11:00 am 

Excerpts from Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria”. Chancel 
Choir and Florida Chamber Music Project, directed 

by Ken Mixon during 11:00 am Worship. 
 

Riversiders Adult Potluck Dinner
Sunday December 15, 6:00 pm

Join us for this potluck dinner at the Kuntz’s house,
4744 Prince Edward Road. 

Blue Christmas Service
with Riverside Park United Methodist Church

Wednesday December 18, 6:00 pm 
at RPUMC, 819 Park Street

Join us for a service of healing and wholeness. 
Through litanies, prayer and the singing of 

Christmas carols, we will offer our feelings of loss 
and brokenness to the loving presence of Emmanuel, 

God with Us.

Advent Devotionals
Sign up to receive email Advent Devotionals

www.rpcjax.org/advent
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First Friends
By Ryan Ashley

“Friendship is born at that 
moment when one person says 
to another: ‘What! You too? I 
thought I was the only one’ .”

 – C. S. Lewis
Do you remember your first 
friend?  It was the first day of 
Kindergarten when a kid named Ken strolled up to 
me and said: “Do you want to be my friend?” What a 
simple question with such a meaningful impact!  You 
may be expecting the story to continue with Ken and 
me becoming life-long friends who stay in touch to this 
day.  Sometimes the “first friend” does become the “best 
friend” (in most Hollywood coming-of-age stories at 
least), but that wasn’t the case for us.  It was a friendship 
intended for a season, during a new and pivotal time in 
our lives, which gave each of us the confidence to explore, 

grow, and find the places where we ultimately belonged.  
It’s funny how becoming a member of a new church 
can feel so similar to the first day of school.  Everyone 
already knows each other; you’re not quite sure where 
to go, what to do, or if this is even the right fit for you.  
I’ve had several opportunities in my life to be the “new 
guy” at church, and, just like He did with Ken all those 
years ago, God has always been faithful to provide those 
initial friendships to help guide how to connect and 
plug-in.  That’s one of the many reasons I’m grateful to 
have the opportunity to serve as a Deacon on the First 
Friends Ministry Team.  Throughout my faith journey, 
fellowship with other believers has always been a catalyst 
for spiritual growth, so it’s a joy to be able to help new 
members connect and integrate into our congregation.   
The First Friends Ministry could use your help!  We 
all have regular opportunities to play a pivotal role in 
someone’s spiritual life.  You never know when a warm 
smile or an engaging question will allow you to become 
someone else’s first friend at Riverside.

Captions are clockwise starting with top left: Angelwood participating in the Alternative Gift Market. High School 
Friendsgiving at Bre and Stuart’s Home. Volunteers for the Thanksgiving Dinner. Our friends from Riverside 
Apartments enjoying Thanksgiving Dinner. Caring Tree tags waiting to be taken. 
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December Birthdays
December 6

Verlander, Mac
December 7

Howard, Nancy
Sapora, John
Trinder, Brenda

December 8
Stevenson, Matthew
Wrenn, Margot

December 9
Birch, Roberta
Cotchaleovitch, Ian
Hawkins, Anne-Reid

December 10
Harrell, Ann
Hazard, Jack
Pardue, Susan
Sontag, Susan

December 11
Rice, Courtland

December 12
Trescot, Valerie

December 13
Glasheen, Russell

December 14
Davidson, Judy
Stiefel, Matt

December 15
Helwig, Patricia
Woodall, Keely

December 16
Ashley, William
Taylor, Kristin

December 17
Drought, Nancy
Fallucco, Alex
Harrell, Caroline

December 18
Lambert, Gracie
Telenga, Andrea

December 1
Roberts, Ron
Schoenberger, Neil

December 2
Adams, Kate
Anderson, Ann
Ballowe, Shirley
Charnley, Anne Craig
Hampton, Wade
Israel, Leigh
McGeorge, Amy
Schallen, Harth
Thomas, Emily

December 3
Dajani, Jenna
Meehan, Sharon
Schilling, Susan

December 4
Rattigan, Luke

December 5 - None

December 19
Roberts, Pam
Stout, Rosemary
Tousey, Clay

December 20
Gurney, Lois
Schwalbe, Diane
Small, Art

December 21
Doherty, Susannah
Gillam, Braxton
Kibili, Marcie
McNeil, Rebecca

December 22 - 
None
December 23

Hoener, Jamie
Humes, Susan
King, Claire

December 24 - 
None

December 25
Goedtke, Tina
Overton, Connie

December 26
McEachin, Joel

December 27
Tran, Jasper

December 28
Farnell, Norma
Ward, Amy

December 29
Eyrick, Molly

December 30
Bartholomew, John
Bluett, Julie
Graham, Luetta

December 31
Andrews, Lynda
Drewes, Bonnie
Schallen, Chase

HAITI: CRITICAL NEEDS, TIMELY OPPORTUNITIES
Here are excerpts from our Fonkoze and HOM mission partners in Haiti:
As you may be aware the situation in Haiti is especially difficult. Due to demonstrations and street blockages, schools 
have been closed since the last week of September, businesses and banks are often closed, and it is hard to get around. 
This means that most people are struggling to get their daily meals, which is often a challenge on a good day. Some 
commercial activities have resumed but roads between Port-au-Prince and particularly the South remain blocked.
The courage and determination of the Fonkoze field staff in the provinces allows activities in the field to proceed, 
albeit at a slower rhythm than usual:
• Boutik Sante (a health care resource) proceeded as normal during the fall in 10 of the 32 branches in which the 

program now operates. The others have serious supply issues, but were mostly able to organize trainings and field 
activities.

• The CLM team is also able to continue with most of their activities:  In Gros Morne the team started training a new 
group of 50 women. And regular weekly visits continue in the central plateau (though teams sometimes have to stay 
in the field for several days in a row to make sure they don’t get blocked in Mirebalais).

• Literacy and numeracy trainings are ongoing in December, a few weeks later than planned. 
• All is set for the collaboration with Food for the Poor in Kokoye (Ganthier Commune) to 

start in the field as soon as the team can get to that area.
As you can see, while the situation is difficult, we continue to do what we can to support our 
members, making sure we keep our staff safe!  Thank you all for your ongoing support. 

ICARE to Tackle Jacksonville’s Mental Health Challenges
The city-wide Community Problems Assembly met in November with over 250 people in 
attendance.  The Assembly voted to engage in an additional issue this year under the general topic 
of mental health.  Mental illness affects every age, class, race, neighborhood and gender, though 

not necessarily evenly.  Untreated mental illness has an enormous impact on families and the community.  Access 
to professional care is major concern.  Now the research and study process begins, narrowing the focus to one 
actionable goal on this topic.  You are invited to participate! Contact the Coordinators for Riverside’s ICARE group, 
John Sapora, Vicky  Watkins, and Ann Dunsford. 
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www.rpcjax.org/programs/youth 

for more info. 

RPC Youth assembling cookies and brownies in a Jar. 
This is a youth fundraiser to help offset summer 2020 
trip costs.  These can be purchased on Sundays or on-
line www.rpcjax.org/browniesinajar

Middle School Youth Group playing a game “Bigger or 
Better” in Ortega in November. 

Mission of the Month: Sulzbacher Center
Riverside is known as a church with a heart for mission.  Nowhere is this more vividly displayed than the second 
Thursday of each month when Riverside provides a meal for the 400 or so guests at The Sulzbacher Center, for over 
22 YEARS!   Thank you to all of you who have cooked, served, coordinated and participated in this gratifying mission 
during these many years!   We are very appreciative of our cooks, Jo Pratt-Dannals and Sue Haehnel who have led the 
way for many years.  Our team of monthly coordinators are Julie Handley, Jessica Stevenson, Frank Shuke, Pat Helwig 
and Breanna Sooter. As we gear up for another year of mission by scheduling volunteers for the 2020 year, we are 
particularly looking for more monthly coordinators!  If you would like to join in this mission work, please contact staff 
liaison Jan Nicholas at jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org, or call the church office at 355-4585.

The next opportunity to serve is on Thursday January 9.  Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to sign up, or contact 
Frank Shuke at fshuke@att.net. 
Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher Center on November 14 (in 
the two photos below): Jo Pratt-Dannals, Catherine Hunt, John Lockwood, Olivia Meux, Salley Todd, Jan Carr, Bill 
Hoff, Eliza Crawley, Scott Crawley, Megan Halkovitch, Quentin Lockwood, Noah McDonald, and Breanna Sooter. 
Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to sign up
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News about the Stewardship of Creation
1. Forest Fires and Climate Change: The palm oil industry is fueling fires currently burning in Indonesia which are 
contributing to 5% of all greenhouse gases right now. Read Fires in Indonesia and Beyond: Palm oil industry fuels 
land grab, deforestation and climate change on the Together For Justice blog now.

2. Presbyterians for Carbon Pricing Now: Our denomination supports the Energy Innovation 
and Carbon Dividend Act (HR 763). It promises to reduce emissions 90% by 2050 while 
growing the economy and providing economic justice. We welcome your questions and 
concerns. For more information contact Courtney Forbes, 2widdershins@gmail.com.

3. Bless Friday: Are you looking for an alternative to Black Friday this year?  Learn 
more about Bless Friday on our blog: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/eco-
journey/2019/11/04/bless-friday/

After several months of working with you to discover who we are and what we want our church to become, your 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is ready to complete our church’s Ministry Information Form.  The Ministry 
Information Form is the document that will tell the world about our ministry, history and future goals. 

We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to you, the congregation. Thanks to your participation over the last few 
months in the survey, focus groups, and many conversations, we have heard what you want in a minister who will 
shepherd growth and vitality in our church. The information generated from your collective input will help create our 
Ministry Information Form.  

The survey resulted in seven common themes.

1 – We value our traditional worship while being more open to new expressions of worship.

2 – Holding onto our Biblical/theological heritage while being open to folks who don’t share our traditions.

3 – Meeting the needs of our older members and attracting and discipling younger participants.

4 – Existing and ministering in a neighborhood/community with a transient population and changing needs.

5 – Strengthening the relationship between RPC and RPDS in mutually beneficial ways.

6 – Being socially engaged without being intentionally partisan.

7 – Securing the financial resources to sustain ministry in a strategically located aging structure.

The feedback from our focus groups was overwhelming in its consistency.  You told us that you want a contagiously 
energetic and enthusiastic preacher who can reach out to and bring in a variety of people, especially families with 
children; someone who is a good listener and a strong communicator.  

What’s next?  We will be working diligently to perfect our MIF so that it provides a very detailed job description with 
our requirements for the Senior Pastor position.

We continue to welcome all your ideas, suggestions and recommendations. Please feel free to write us at 
PNCRiverside@gmail.com.

Pastoral Nominating Committee Report
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