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Hello, Riversiders!

A blessed Advent to each of you! As the calendar year winds down with the month of December, 
the new church year begins with the dawning of the season of Advent, a season of expectation as 
we yearn once again for the coming of our Savior into our world. 

Throughout the season, we light the candles of the Advent wreath, adding an additional light 
each Sunday and finally, the fifth light on Christmas Eve. Each candle represents a major theme 
of the Advent season: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace. These abstract nouns are quintessentially 

Christian, so much so that they can sometimes lose their specific, unique meaning. 

As we yearn and prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ again this year, it’s important to look for concrete sightings of 
these foundational Christian experiences. More than a mere feeling or abstraction, hope, love, joy, and peace break into our 
lives in specific moments, and if we don’t know where to look for them, they may remain overlooked. 

After all, these are not the default attributes of our world, especially not this year. It’s difficult to find hope in the midst of a 
global pandemic; love in the midst of partisan politics; joy when we are socially distant from those most dear to us; peace 
when injustice and poverty proliferate. It is often easier to find hopelessness, hate, sorrow, and trouble. 

Yet scripture repeatedly insists that the things of God, however small and insignificant they might seem to be, are 
nevertheless ripe with transformative potential. God chooses Israel though they were “the fewest of all people” because of 
God’s love for them (Deuteronomy 7:7). Jesus says faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains (Matthew 17:20). 
And what could be more indicative of the small-but-mighty paradox than the Christ child, laid in a manger?

Hope, love, joy, and peace may seem like mustard seeds compared to the seemingly immovable mountains of our world, 
but they are nevertheless the grounds for the tremendous promise of our faith. So, we must learn to spot their occurrences, 
trust their reality, and align ourselves with the Truth toward whom they point: Jesus Christ our Lord.

This Advent, we are looking for windows into the hope, love, joy, and peace in each of our lives. We want to identify, proclaim, 
and celebrate that God remains at work in the world this year as in every year. As we articulate where we see the presence of 
these themes among us, it is my prayer that we might each gain a deeper vision to see the small but powerful ways in which 
God sustains us. May we exclaim, with Mary, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!”

Advent blessings to each of you!

Brian

From Your Pastor
Brian Lays

See all of RPC’s Advent Activities at 
www.rpcjax.org/advent
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Global Outreach News
A Report from Shelvis and 
Nancy Smith-Mather -
Presbyterian Mission Workers in Uganda 
and South Sudan

“In March, due to the pandemic, we moved from the 
United Kingdom back to the US.  We were temporarily 
in Atlanta and now in Charleston, SC living with my 
(Nancy’s) mother.  I am expecting another child and 
this baby is considered a high-risk pregnancy. This 
uncertainty adds to the unknowns about our future. 
The PC(USA) continues to require us and all foreign 
missionaries to remain in the US until circumstances 
with the pandemic improve.  We are trying to be open 
to what God has for us”

A Report from Jim and Jodi McGill - 
Presbyterian Mission Workers in Niger 
and South Sudan

 “With our partner, the Eglise Evangelique de la 
Republque du Niger, we have established a new 
nursing school and a water sanitation and hygiene 
training and demonstration center.  The technology 
for the clean water is 
affordable, repairable 
and simple to install.  
The demonstration 
center allows people to 
try out the latrine and 
water systems before 
they commit to buying 
them. We ask your 
prayers for the many 
people impacted by flooding in both Niger and South 
Sudan.  Many have lost their homes and businesses 
and schools.”

www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-world

www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-community
all details can be found at

Don’t Forget! 

Alternative Gift Catalog Deadline - December 11

  Salvation Army Bell Ringing - December 7-12

Caring Tree Gift Dropoff Deadline - December 13, 11:30 am
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Reimagined
Children’s Sunday School

www.rpcjax.org/sundays/sunday-school

Like so many other things, we have had to reimagine 
Sunday School for children. Riverside children have 
been meeting in Kissling Hall each Sunday in order to 
have a big enough space to keep distanced. The children 
have been hearing Bible stories, ringing children’s 
handbells, playing games and more. During November, 
Sunday School participants have been practicing 
thankfulness by making a Thankfulness Tree and by 
making Happy Thanksgiving cards for the Riverside 
Apartment residents. Look at the pictures to see more 
about what RPC children have been learning and 
experiencing during Sunday School.
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The Deacon Ministry is divided into Ministry Teams with Deacons serving as Team Leaders:

First Friends greet, meet, 
and contact visitors to 
Riverside  following them 
through their first year of 
membership 
connecting them with 
groups and opportunities 
of service.

Congregational Care 
reaches out to those who 
have not attended worship 
on consecutive Sundays for 
6 – 8 weeks 
to offer care and support. 
Also, the ministry team 
offers a Care Giver Support 
Group for those giving 
long term care to family 
members.  

The Deacon Ministry
A Circle of Care

The Deacon Ministry exists to surround both members and visitors with care during their time 
at Riverside. This begins with new member support, and continues throughout life’s more 

difficult challenges.  The focus of the ministry is service. Deacons are nominated and elected 
by the congregation. They are ordained and installed officers of the church. 

The First Responder 
is in touch with members following their time in the 
hospital or rehab facility to determine on going needs and 
support.

Prayer Ministry
is confidential, receiving prayer requests and praying 
daily for expressed needs.

Flower Ministry
weekly sends volunteers out to deliver flowers to the 
homebound.  The Chancel Flower Committee arranges 
them for delivery.  

Loaves and Fishes
volunteers prepare and deliver meals to those in need.  

Love Callers
visit homebound and nursing home members also staying 
in contact with our members and families in the military.

The Deacon Ministry also oversees the Member Care 
Fund created to provide financial support to members.

Need to get in touch with the Deacons? Call the Church 
Office at (904) 355-4585
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 For several years, RPC has been sharing 
Thanksgiving dinners with our friends and neighbors 
in the Presbyterian Apartments.  This was the initial 
idea of a past member of ours, Di Tyree.  
 We were able to provide the meal again this 

year with a just a little 
difference.  Another 
neighbor to RPC, 
the Bread and Board 
Restaurant, was able 
to provide take out 
dinners of turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potato, 
gravy and beans and 

Thanksgiving Shared
with the Riverside Presbyterian Apartments

even the chefs special cranberry sauce!  One hundred and 
thirty meals were made up and the apartment residents 
crossed the street to pick up their meals.  Such smiles and 
gratefulness from so many residents and staff!  
 One friend said; “This is one grateful recipient, and 
I’m sure there are many more.”  Another friend said; “How 
nicely the dinner was prepared and I appreciated it.  I’m 
enjoying this little Thanksgiving card that was made by 
a Sunday School class.  It’s just beautiful and colored so 
well and done so nicely, and I was 
touched by it.” 
 We were happy to bring a 
little happiness to our friends at the 
Riverside Presbyterian Apartments.    

I am a little ashamed to admit that I was oblivious to 
our Secret Pal program until my daugher, Katie came 
home from college for Christmas break reading "The 
Best Christmas Pagent, Ever." She had loved it as a little 
kid and was delighted to be re-reading it. It had been 
sent to her by her secret pal, who turned out to be Carol 
Schoenberger. I was hooked.

Over the years my three kids had wonderful secret pals 
who sent them books,  games, cards and candy (Arden 
sent a giant tin of popcorn that fed a whole suite at 
Davidson). I am sure there was more I can't remember. 
Every time they got a package they would report it to 
me and be so happy to be remembered by someone 
at Riverside who reached out to them in love and 
friendship.

My first secret pal was Carter Rosenbloom. I remember 
that he wanted packs of Slim Jims which I dutifully 

sent along with other more edible foods and silly 

decorations. Later that year I picked up a second secret 
pal who was studying for a year in Germany. The postal 
service and I wrangled about what I could send to him, 
but it was fun to think of him getting a package from so 
far away and remembering Riverside. He brought me a 
lovely bottle of Rhine wine when he came home that 
summer. 

Over the past 18 years or so I have had a few dozen secret 
pals. I love sending a simple Starbucks card or doing 
themed boxes for Halloween, Christmas, Valentines and 
their birthdays. The Dollar Store always has just what I 
am looking for, and I have an awesome assortment of 
cookie cutters. As I pack the boxes I think about what 
my pal may be going through - exams, graduate school 
applications, homesickness, roommate problems -  
and I say a little prayer that somehow a small token of 
affection on behalf of our congregation will brighten 
his or her day and remind them that they are still a 
special member of our Riverside family, and a special 
child of God. 

What is it like to be a Secret Pal? 
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Drive-Thru Halloween
Thank you to RPC Youth for your hellp with the RPC Children’s Drive-Thru Halloween

RPC families were invited to a Drive-Thru Halloween in the church parking lot that included 3 drive thru stations. 
At the first station, children were given treat bags. At the second station, each child received a Halloween mask 
they could take home and create. Finally, children were able to get out of their cars to take a quick picture at the 
Halloween backdrop. Thanks to all the youth who helped make this happen. 

New Community Justice Issue
Voted on by Riverside Members who are part of ICARE

Riversiders joined hundreds of people of faith from all across the Jacksonville area this 
fall to discern a top priority for engagement in a new justice issue for 2020-21. The 
pressing concern among us now is clearly related to crime, violence, drug abuse and law 
enforcement. These realities touch all of us. Now we are called to do the work of studying, 
listening, learning and ultimately focusing this broad concern into a specific community 
justice issue that has an identified remedy. This process will take 3-4 months and is open to 
participation by all of us. In fact, Riversiders can play a key role in shaping this work and 
determining its direction. 
Please join this important work.  No prior experience necessary!  For more information, contact Jessica Means 
jessica.andes@my.wheaton.edu, Shantih Spanton shantihs@gmail.com, or Breanna Sooter breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org
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RPC Youth Update
During continued times of 
uncertainty, RPC youth group, 
middle school, high school and 
Confirmation classes have been able 
to safely and successfully meet on a 
weekly basis! Each week in Sunday 
school we have discussed a different 
topic that aligns with the sermon in 

that day’s worship service, allowing more time for the 
youth to process the message and hear it from different 
perspectives. The Confirmands are well on their way to 
being prepared to become confirmed members of our 
church in the spring! 

During youth group, we have been staying busy 
and having fun putting on the Children’s Drive-thru 
Halloween event, painting our own pumpkins, doing 
scavenger hunts in 5-Points, painting pottery at Doing 
Dishes and having movie nights in Kissling! 

We have enjoyed many amazing meals from members 
of our congregation. Thank you to Mary Coxe & 
Pam Roberts, Jo & Ed Pratt-Dannals, Percy & Susan 
Rosenbloom and Kathy & Bud Para for all of your time 
and energy to ensure our youth is safely served a home-
cooked meal together. If you are interested in providing 
a Sunday night meal for our RPC Youth Group, email me 
at Tatum.thompson@rpcjax.org.

We are looking forward to making exciting summer 
plans and announcing those details in the next few 
week's email. Congratulations to Lainey Rose on 
being nominated as Youth Elder. Lainey is a wonderful 
representative who will offer both the Session and 
the Youth Committee wisdom, grace and a beautiful 
perspective in all she does during her time serving as 
Youth Elder! 

by Tatum Thompson

 All College Students Now Have Secret Pals!
Our amazing congregation volunteered to be Secret Pals in a short amount of time! 
Thanks to the following for keeping all 55 of our college students in touch with Riverside 
through correspondence and prayer: 

Mary Elizabeth Ballentine, Arden Brugger, Mike Brumback, Heather Campbell, Joanne 
Caraway, Dale Child, Mary Coxe, Susannah Doherty, Mary Ellen Drushal, Betsy Dunlap, 
Norma Farnell, Betsy Faircloth, Rachel Gaillard, Nina Garas, Cynthia Gaskin, Jane Goodwin, Jean Grant-Dooley, 
Debbie Grisnik, Darlene Hampton, Stuart Harbison, Kae Harding, Carol Hasselblad, Bill Hoff, Cliff Huber, John 
Humes, Patty Knight, Norma Lockwood, Amy McGeorge, Rebecca McNeil, Maggie Means, Tripp & Jessica Means, 
Elizabeth Meux, Beth Mixson, Karla Newton, Jan Nicholas, Marilyn Noon, Randy Parks, Dave & Debbie Pierson, 
Joann Purdie, Fran Root, Natalie Rosenberg, Eric Schallen, Kathy Shuke, Lisa Taylor, Diane Tuttle, Frances Wickes, 
Margot Wrenn, Elizabeth Zeigler.

55 Secret Pals!
Thank you
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23
Mary Campbell 
Bill Schilling
25
Ham Cooke
Jesse Huber
Patricia Miller
Grier Wells
26
Charlie Acree
Gladys McKibbin 
Cory Meyers
27 
Chris Creed
28
John Hartman
29
Adger Andrews 
Marlene 

Goodwin 
Percy 

Rosenbloom
30
Grif Helwig
Elizabeth Jolley
Paul Kramer
31
James Bryan
Madeline Kerr
Robert Shipp

December and January Birthdays

Free Medical Equipment
When church families no longer need wheelchairs, walkers, crutches and canes, they often will 
donate them to RPC for others to have and use.  For that reason, we have a good number of things 
ready to share.  However, people think of us when they don’t need them, but don’t when they are 
“shopping”.  Before you rent or buy medical equipment, check with the church to see if we might 
have what you need.  You can’t beat our prices…they’re FREE!

DECEMBER 
1
Ron Roberts
Neil Schoenberger
2
Kate Adams
Ann Anderson
Shirley Ballowe
Anne Craig Charnley
Wade Hampton
Leigh Israel
Amy McGeorge
Harth Schallen
Emily Thomas
3
Sharon Meehan
Susan Schilling
5
Kathie Briggs
Zoe Upright
6
Palmer Bell
Peggy Scheu
Mac Verlander
7
Olivia Hardage
Nancy Howard
John Sapora
Brenda Trinder
8
Casey Goodwin
Jane McCullagh
Matthew Stevenson
Margot Wrenn
9
Roberta Birch
Ian Cotchaleovitch
Anne-Reid Hawkins
10
Benjamin Agosto-Lopez
Ann Harrell

Jack Hazard
Susan Pardue
11
Courtland Rice
12
Valerie Trescot
13
Durham Branch
Russell Glasheen
14
Judy Davidson
Matt Stiefel
15
Patricia Helwig
Keely Woodall
16
William Ashley
Kristin Taylor
17
Caroline Harrell
18
Gracie Lambert
Andrea Telenga
19
Pam Roberts
Jean Spyksma
Rosemary Stout
Clay Tousey
20
Diane Schwalbe
Art Small
Reggie Touchton
21
Susannah Doherty
Braxton Gillam
Marcie Kibili
Rebecca McNeil
Elizabeth Robbins
22
Brian Lays

23
Jamie Hoener
Susan Humes
Claire King
 25
Tina Goedtke
Connie Overton
26
Joel McEachin
27
Hadley Splane
Jasper Tran
28
Norma Farnell
Amy Ward
29
Faith Erath
Molly Eyrick
30
John 

Bartholomew
Julie Bluett
Luetta Graham
31
Lynda Andrews
Bonnie Drewes
Chase Schallen

16
Jacob Campen
Chris Nuland
17
Emily Parks
Jessica Stevenson
18
Phyllis Brinkley 
Molly Foukal
Mattox Hair
19
George Carswell
Robert Elrod
Davis Meux
Olivia Meux
Harold Vandiver
20
Portia Alvarez
Joe Biederman
Lawton Green
Jacob Huber
Ron Littlepage
Andy McNeil
Jim Overton
Christine 

Rosenbloom
21
Julie Baker
Lee Carswell
Mae Farnell
Margee Michaelis
Ken Mixon
Leonard Pavelka
Barbara Pence
Dave Pierson
22 
Jason Evert
Michaela Fox
Will Proctor
Ryan Telenga

JANUARY
1
Vance Walker 
2 
Dan Blanks 
Sam Boyd 
3 
Rob Rogers 
Bill Scheu 
Pat Setzer 
Mildred Taylor 

4 
Doris Thomas 
5 
Lauren Buberger 
Hillary Riley 
Julie Ryan 
6 
David Anderson 
Allison Boyd 
Bob Cook 
Geoff Gartner 
Julie Handley 
7 
JT Anderson 
Willa Graham 
8 
Wade Hampton 
Lindsay Helms
10 
Ron Mason 
11
LeAnn Cruz
Scott Powell
12
Brenda Dohn
Joe Eberly
Sonya Hoener
Johnny 

Vodenicker
13
Dwight Bayley
Kim Gleaton
14
Jane Ellen Pollock
Paul Wrenn
15 

Jan Downing
Brandon Hillard
Michael Perry
Julie Wells
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Join Riverside Presbyterian Church online at

www.rpcjax.org/christmasevewww.rpcjax.org/christmaseve
5:30 pm and 7:00 pm

Christmas Eve

    a movement for reconciliation

RIVERSIDE
Presbyterian Church 

is a little bit different this year


