
RPC Christmas Eve 
Liturgy at Home 2020

 
Before beginning the Christmas liturgy, acquire up to 5 candles from your home to light during the 
service. Sit near your Christmas tree, if you have one. If your children have made Advent candles out 
of paper, gather those as well. All Bible passages below are taken from the Common English Bible, a 
child friendly translation.

The Opening: When God our savior’s kindness and love appeared, he saved us because of his mercy, 
not because of righteous things we had done. He did it through the washing of new birth and the re-
newing by the Holy Spirit, which God poured out upon us generously through Jesus Christ our savior. 
So, since we have been made righteous by his grace, we can inherit the hope for eternal life.
         Titus 3:4-5
 
The Call to Worship:
One: Jesus is the tree of life.
All: At the center of all that is created good.
One: He is the tree;
All: We are the branches.
One: In Christ is life.
All: And that life is the light of all people.
One: Christ’s light shines in the darkness.
All: And the darkness will never put it out.

    a movement for reconciliation
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Lighting of the Advent Candles
On the night before Jesus’ birthday, we light all of the candles of the Advent.
First, we light the candle for HOPE because Jesus gives us hope.
         The first candle is lit.
Second, we light the candle for LOVE because Jesus is love.
         The second purple candle is lit.
Third, we light the candle for JOY because Jesus brings joy.
         The third purple candle is lit.
Fourth, we light the candle for PEACE because Jesus is our peace.
         The pink candle is lit.
Finally, we light the center candle. This is the Christ candle. Jesus is born. Jesus has come. Jesus is our 
salvation. 
         The Christ candle is lit.
 

Prayer of Adoration:
Great God of love and light, we thank you now for the light of that special star over two thousand years 
ago that guided humble shepherds and smart wise men to the holy baby. Lead us now, by the light of 
your love, that we also may follow you to new life in him. In celebration of the birthday of our King and 
our Savior, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
 
The Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful - Click the link below to watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib4WOWHlIQk
 
Prayer of Illumination: 
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. Illumine now our hearts and our minds by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that as we hear the Christmas story tonight, we might receive your word with joy, and cele-
brate your coming among us. Amen.
 
The Christmas Story: Luke 2:1-20
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the 
tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to their own 
cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city 
of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with 
Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time 
came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.
Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before 
them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all peo-
ple. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a 
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces 
was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors.”



When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem 
and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went quickly and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, they reported what they had 
been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary 
committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. The shepherds returned home, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been 
told.

One: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God.
 
Christmas Litany and the Lord’s Prayer:
One: Though we live in the light, sometimes the darkness of fear, anger, and rejection seem to take over.
All: We wonder where God is.
One: Tonight, we celebrate that God banished the darkness away in the light of the Christmas Star.
All: God’s light was found around a manger, the place given for the Holy Child to sleep.
One: God called to the shepherds through the voices of the angels who said, “Do not be afraid. There is 
Good News for you!”
All: And in that instance, all the people who felt that God didn’t care about them had Hope.
One: The star shone brightly and shines brightly in our lives.
All: Now no darkness can shut it out.
One: Go, Tell the Good News. Christ is Born!
All: Praise be to God, now and forever!
One: As our Savior taught us, so we now pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory, forever. Amen.
 
The Service of Light: Silent Night - click the link below to watch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjE6EYS1z8U&feature=youtu.be
During this song, feel free to hold up a candle to represent the light of Christ shining in the world.
 
The Blessing
One: May the light of Christ go with us into this night.
All: May the light of Christ lead us forevermore.
One: Let us go, singing a song to the God of our salvation.
All: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among us.
One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 
All: Both this night and forevermore. Amen


