
COVID Update: Masks; Pew Ropes; New Variant 

In Duval County, the number of new COVID cases being identified each week and 
the percentage of positive tests continue to decrease.  The low numbers and the 
availability of the vaccine for all adults and more of our children are significant fac-
tors in allowing the easing of more safety protocols. Consistent with CDC preven-
tion guidance, masks are not required when on the RPC campus, however, we 

strongly encourage anyone who is not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask when 
indoors on the RPC campus. Those who are immunocompromised or live with a vulner-

able person may also choose to continue to wear a mask.  The pew ropes are now off the 
pews and all seating is open. We’ll count on each other to maintain social distancing, when possible, 
and to make wise personal decisions regarding mask wearing. For now, the offering boxes will remain 
at each exit in the sanctuary and we will continue to use the individually packaged communion ele-
ments. 

We will monitor and are informed by the data and guidelines provided by the CDC. We will reinstate 
mask wearing for all and return the ropes to the pews if our local transmission rates and cases begin 
to increase dramatically, again. We are watching the current information on the Omicron variant - both 
its presence in the United States and the efficacy of the vaccines in combating it. Hopefully, reinstating 
required safety requirements will not be necessary. For now, let’s continue our thoughtful personal 
choices and enjoy the opportunity to relax the safety protocols and worship (nearly) normally! 

Small groups that would like to use the kitchen(s) to prepare food for their members may do so. Small groups 
are defined as those with 25 members or less. We encourage unvaccinated persons to wear masks except 
when actively eating or drinking. 


We strongly encourage all who are eligible to be vaccinated. The efficacy of the approved vaccines con-
tinues to be confirmed.  Vaccines are now approved for anyone ages 5 and above. The vaccines are available 
at Walgreen’s, CVS, Walmart, and Winn-Dixie. Check with the location to confirm that the vaccine is available 
for your specific family members. Many locations now have the dosage ready to administer to younger chil-
dren, but it’s recommended that you confirm availability and whether an appointment is required. If you have 
ongoing health conditions or have had reactions to other vaccinations, check with your doctor before getting 
the vaccine. More information on the vaccines can be found at vaccines.gov. Anyone age 18 and older may 
receive a booster shot at least six months from the date of the second shot.

We know that wearing masks, social distancing, and hand washing, along with vaccinations are the keys to 
stopping this deadly virus. We will reinstate safety protocols when local conditions indicate that we should do 
so. The RPC staff and the Safe Gatherings Committee commend all Riversiders for the generous and com-
passionate support shown to each other during this difficult time by practicing the safety protocols.

(This update was provided on 11/23/21)

The Safe Gatherings Committee appreciates your feedback and questions. If you would like to join this com-
mittee, please contact Kathy Para. 
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