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Dear Riversiders:

Grace and peace to you! As we embark on a very atypical fall season (although seasons 
in Florida are not what I’ve grown accustomed to elsewhere!), I’ve been thinking about 
the ways in which our lives are full of paradox. This year, especially, we enter a season of 
familiar busyness with all the unfamiliar restrictions presented to us during the pandemic. 
We are returning to school, but it’s not what it used to be. Our participation in civic and 
social groups remains limited by all sorts of restrictions. Travel for work or pleasure must 

be done with increased care. As the ease of summer fades and the rush of autumn moves in, this annual transition 
reminds us just how long it’s been since life was normal (if in fact life is ever “normal”).

It is difficult to grow in Christian faith without a healthy tolerance of paradox. Just consider how many basic Christian 
affirmations express a great degree of paradox: God remains sovereign and in control, despite the chaos in our world. 
Christ conquered sin and death by taking on our sin and being crucified. The Spirit’s sanctifying work transforms 
us into who we already are in Christ. As the author of Hebrews puts it, “Faith is being sure of what we hope for but 
certain of what we do not yet see.” How’s that for paradox?

At RPC, we are also in a paradoxical season. On the one hand, our worship capacity remains restricted, as only so 
many of us can gather safely in the sanctuary, and we cannot sing hymns with our characteristic gusto (a few of us, I 
suppose, are relieved by this). Many of our usual fall fellowship events will be suspended or curtailed this year, and 
we continue to explore hybrid options to make meetings and classes half digital, half in person. I know how many of 
us feel the pain of separation from our church family, and a longing to gather together fully once more. 

Still, a lot of exciting things are happening at our church, and though we are limited in certain capacities, we have 
much to be thankful for in others. A short search process yielded an excellent new Youth Director, Tatum Thompson, 
who you can read about later in this issue of The Messenger. Cheryl and I remain excited to have recently joined 
RPC’s already tremendous staff, and Breanna is already excelling in her new role as Director of Communication. A 
new office layout at the church has given all of us a new perspective, and a chance to get rid of old clutter. We have 
made many positive updates and upgrades to our technology to facilitate participation in our ministries as much as 
possible, and will continue to look for ways to improve our processes. Despite the obstacles we face, there is much to 
celebrate, and many reasons to have hope. 

As I continue to get to know you however the pandemic allows, know of my gratitude to have joined you in ministry 
and mission. I am glad to be on this journey with you!

In Christ,
Brian

From Your Pastor
Brian Lays



33

Tatum Thompson
Introducing Riverside’s New 
Director of Youth Ministry!

  
We are excited to introduce 
Riverside’s new Youth Director, 
Tatum Thompson! Tatum is 
a recent graduate of Auburn 
University with a degree in 

Business Administration and Marketing.  She grew up 
in Jacksonville and attended Episcopal High School.  
    Tatum brings her warmth, friendliness, growing faith 
and youthful energy to our congregation.  As she was a 
varsity cheerleader at Auburn, you will no doubt “catch” 
her enthusiasm for life and sense her desire to invest in 
our youth and their families.  
    Tatum expresses it this way, “I want to have an impact 
on youth and open doors for them to walk with Christ.  
I’m looking forward to being a part of this community 
of faith and growing together in faith.”

Please welcome Tatum to Riverside with a card or 
note or call!  Consider serving alongside her in the 
adventure of youth ministry and pray for all our youth 
and children as they begin the new school year.
tatum.thompson@rpcjax.org and (904) 355-4585 x 20.

   

Breanna Sooter is thrilled 
to move into the new role of 
Director of Communication and 
Technology at Riverside. This 
role entails everything from 
our website, signage, mailings, 
advertising, taking photos, 
livestreaming and more! Have an 
idea? Email her! 
communication@rpcjax.org

www.rpcjax.org/welcome/our-staff

Staffing Updates

Church Office Gets Face Lift
This summer at church has been fairly quiet because of the Coronavirus restrictions.  However, we have taken this 
time to make some office changes because of the changing staff.   Of special note are the following:
1.  Our new senior pastor's office, Brian Lays, was repainted and new furniture and wall decorations were introduced.  
The office was painted and the carpet cleaned.  
2.   The copy room was "moved" into a larger space to accommodate the printing, mailing and copy equipment.
3.   Teri Wright, Breanna Sooter and Cheryl Fluhr have moved into 
new spaces.
4.  New carpets replaced worn out carpets in four offices.
5. Most of the partitions in the main office area have been taken down 
and a reception area has been created.

A desired outcome from these changes will be a more efficient office 
flow and a more welcoming environment. Staff are still working from 
home as much as possible, but they do come in when necessary.  

Turn the page for more photos of the office update!

Emily Heeg is 
transitioning from 40 hours 
a week to 30 hours a week in 
her job as Director of Faith 
Formation and helping with 
office management. Emily is 
grateful for the work she is 
doing at Riverside Presbyterian 
Church and grateful for the 

opportunity to have a little more 
time with her family moving 
forward.
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From Breanna’s office       to the new Copy Room!
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The pandemic has had a huge impact on families in 
Jacksonville. Many families are struggling like never 
before. In fact, more than a third of those coming to 
DESC for help are first time visitors. We are glad to be 
here to provide food, clothing and financial assistance. 
We are also glad that the First Coast Relief Fund and the 
City of Jacksonville have been able to help us work with 
those facing eviction and utility disconnections.

We are glad to be healthy and that we have not had 
an active case among staff and volunteers. And, we 
are excited about our upcoming fundraiser – the DESC 
DEFENDERS LIVE! The DESC Defenders are uniting to 
wipeout poverty, and they want you to join the fight!
 
Since the start of the pandemic, there’s been a dramatic 
rise in individuals and families needing help. The loss 
of jobs, the challenge of home-schooling and the loss 
of school meals has pushed many families living on the 
edge into serious financial need.

For the first time since 2002, Angelwood had to make 
the difficult decision to cancel their Summer Day Camp 
in order to keep their campers, staff and volunteers safe. 
Thanks to the generous support of the tenants of the Wells 
Fargo Building and the team at Fortitude Fire Protection 
they were able to assemble activity bags for the campers 
that included fun things that campers can enjoy while 
at home with their families. They so appreciate the local 
businesses in Jacksonville for supporting this effort and 
they hope the camp community knows how much they 
were missed and hoping they can see them again when it 
is safe to do so! Facebook Live Virtual Gala

Friday, August 21, 2020
6:30 PM

For full instructions on how to view the event, to view 
and bid on auction items, enter for your chance to win 
prize drawings, or to make a donation visit our gala site. 
There is no cost to register. 
Register at ANGELWOOD2020.GIVESMART.COM 

You can help 
fight poverty 
by logging 
on to DESC 
DEFENDERS 
FACEBOOK LIVE 
event to learn about those in need and enjoy local 
talent. You can also create a team, become a sponsor 
or make a team donation. Visit www.descdefenders.org 
or call 358-7955 for more information. You can follow 
along at facebook.com/DESCJax/
 

DESC Defenders LIVE! Presentation
FREE Online Event

Thursday, August 20, 2020
6 - 7 p.m.

www.descdefenders.org

DESC Defenders LIVE

Angelwood Gala

For sponsorship opportunities please contact 
Damara Farwell, Chief Development Officer, at 

dfarwell@angelwoodjax.org. 

August 20

August 21
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Secret Pals
for our RPC College Students

Recruiting Secret Pals for College 
Students!

1) What a fantastic group of graduating high school 
seniors RPC has! As they head to college this fall, we want 
to continue to love and support them with Secret Pals.

2) Because the coronavirus is causing communication 
challenges for our usual recruiting process this fall, 
the Secret Pal Committee has decided to start out our 
recruiting for just the Freshmen and Sophomores for 
now. We hope to add the Juniors and Seniors later on in 
the year.

3) If you are willing to correspond with one college 
student this year, please contact us. We can give you a few 
names from which to choose. Right now we have over 30 
freshmen and sophomore students.  
Email or call: 
Jean Grant-Dooley -  jeangrantdooley@gmail.com
Heather Campbell – mystlib@att.net
Norma Lockwood – 904-388-3917

www.vimeo.com/riversidepresjax

www.facebook.com/rpcjax

Worship
make your reservation at www.rpcjax.org/worshipthrough Labor Day

Watch 
past videos plus Pastor Brian’s weekly devotionals...
Videos are emailed and posted to our Facebook page 
on Thursday mornings.
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Safe Gatherings Update
Reminders and Thanks

Our journey together through this pandemic continues. The Duval Covid 
19 numbers are still on  a bit of a downward trend!  We’re considering and 
planning for additional in-person opportunities, though if conditions worsen 
we will postpone or cancel events. As always, we want you to evaluate your 
own best choices to protect your health and well-being as you decide whether 
to participate in online or in person opportunities.  We support you in that 
process and in your choices!  

Please review the safety protocols for limited, in-person worship and the ideas of our staff and 
the Safe Gatherings Committee as we plan for the fall by going to the website:
www.rpcjax.org/covid-response page

Please Note: RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR WORSHIP
To keep everyone as safe as possible, reservations for Worship services are required! Make your 
reservation for worship on Tuesday through noon on Friday at www.rpcjax.org/worship or 
by calling the church office at 355-4585. Remember that reservations close when all spots are 
taken or at noon on Friday. We want to have a spot for you at Worship so please be sure to make 
a reservation for your worship group! Don’t forget to press the “register” button at the very 
end of the registration process. If you don't get a confirmation email after you've made your 
reservation, you're not registered.  Please call Emily (904-537-3215) if you tried to register 
online and didn't get a confirmation email. 

SUNDAYS
On Sunday, we encourage you to arrive early for Worship!  The ushers are ready to take 
temperatures, check reservations, and escort you to your seat 30 minutes before the start of the 
service.  Please remember that five minutes after the start of the service we will seat walk-ins.  If 
you arrive late, we may not have a seat for you even if you made a reservation!  Please arrive a 
little early to Worship.

THANK YOU 
We continue to be so grateful for your compassion for each other and for your cooperation with 
these strange new procedures. Your support and practice of the safety protocols make it possible 
to consider additional opportunities. Thank you! Let’s continue to pray for protection, a vaccine, 
and a cure.  We want your feedback, suggestions, and concerns.

The Safe Gatherings Committee,
Kathy Para, Chair    Barbara Bath   Cory Meyers
Dave Tuttle, Secretary & Staff Support Michael Brumback  Jane Miller
Maribeth Ashley    Bill Hoff   Susie Morrow 
 



SHINDIG
The Swingin’

A VIRTUAL EVENT • LIVE JAZZ • ONLINE RAFFLE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  •  6-8PM

Save 
the Date

Hope and Compassion 
in Haiti 

Riversiders Extending Hope 
and Compassion
Among the many inspiring occurrences in our 
congregation’s life together during “the pandemic time” 
is the successful completion of a fundraising campaign 
to help the people of Haiti.  The fundraising had been in 
the planning stages back in the fall of 2019 but the Global 
Outreach Committee wasn’t sure we could carry it out in 
the Spring as intended.  But we decided to try because the 
need was so urgent.

As with everything else in April and May, it was difficult 
to communicate our purpose and the critical need for aid 
in Haiti.  We have been receiving reports from the staff 
of Fonkoze throughout 2020 informing us of conditions 
there.  In the midst of enduring political and social unrest, 
the current economic situation and the Coronavirus 
pandemic there have brought increased suffering, sickness, 
hunger and disruption of life.

Summer Update on the Sanctuary on 8th Street
Hello Riverside Presbyterian friends! The Sanctuary on 
8th Street just wrapped up our 2020 Summer Camp 
on July 17th. We started off the six-week camp virtually 
on Zoom, and brought kids back on-site during week 
3. While it was an incredible week seeing our kids in 
person, we decided to return to virtual camp for the 
remainder of the summer due to the increased risk of 

COVID-19. Zoom camp included interactive games, 
reading and audiobook sessions, small-group check-ins, 
one-on-one tutoring, visits from guest speakers for our 
career week, dance parties, scavenger hunts and more! 
We offered grab-and-go lunches in partnership with 
Kids Hope Alliance all summer long, and also organized 
regular curb-side grocery pickups at the Sanctuary for 
our families to help avoid food insecurity during these 
unprecedented times. Thus far, our staff have remained 
healthy, but sadly a parent of one of our Sanctuary 
families was hospitalized with the virus. We’ve been in 
regular touch with the family, and she is home now and 
improving slowly. Please continue to keep our families 
in your prayers and hearts as our community embarks 
on a school year like no other. We are so grateful for your 
support, and we hope to see you on Facebook Live for 
our virtual fundraising event, the Swingin’ Shindig, on 
September 17th! 

What’s Happening
at the Sanctuary on 8th Street

In response to these needs, the members of our church 
gave just over $9,100 to help Fonkoze provide crucial 
financial services and social support.  This was matched 
by a Riversider’s foundation, so the total gift to Fonkoze’s 
outreach was $18,210.  
    
Our continuing relationship with the people of Haiti is a 
sign of the hope and faith and health of Riverside.  Even 
in our uncertain and challenging times, our concern for 
others reinforces our identity as children of the Most High. 
For when we love others we reject the sickness of nativism 
and narcissism and put in action God’s will for shalom.  
Thank you to all who participated in this campaign!
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Thank you

August Birthdays
August 13
Michael Fallucco
Cole Heeg

August 14
JW Crabtree
Margaret Hall
Bob Kraus

August 15
Stacey Halkovitch
Dave Tuttle
 
August 16
Jo Caraway
Erin Du Chanois
RJ Root 

August 17
Meridith Allen
Alex Mixson

For the past eight weeks the sanctuary has been open 
from 11:00-1:00 on Wednesdays for any who would like 
to relax, pray, and meditate in our beautiful space. We 
hope that for those who were able to participate in this 
opportunity that you found a bit of solace, hope, and 
encouragement as you sat quietly.  In these uncertain 
times, we hope it provided some solid ground. We extend 
our appreciation to the Safe Gatherings Committee 
for providing the guidance and supplies to make this 
opportunity as safe as possible. We'd also like to thank 
the volunteers who staffed this time each week and who 
welcomed us to a Time of Meditation and Prayer: Barbara 
Bath, Steve Judd, Kae Harding, Karla Newton, Bud Para, 
and Kathy Para. Those who would like some time in the 
sanctuary during the week for prayer and meditation 
may contact Jan Nicholas (jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org) to arrange a time.

to our Wednesday Volunteers!

August 1
Eleanor Carswell
Stephanie 
Verlander

August 2
Polly Cleveland
Karen Nuland
Gresham 
Stoneburner 

August 3
Lorraine Dajani

August 5 
Katherine Forrester
Talmadge Hunt
Jon Mann
McKee Riley
Gresham 
Stoneburner
Marion Wilkinson

August 6
Maggie Means
Karla Newton
August 7
Margaret Hartman
Betsy Langston
Mary O'Brien

August 8
Mike Swiercek
Patricia White

August 9
Bud Para

August 10
Loretta Cotten

August 11
Gayle Kanak

August 18
Jean Grant-Dooley
Laura Jane Powell
Ted Powell
Leslie Williams

August 19
Julie Drew
Glenn McKibbin

August 20
Susan Baker
Carol Platt

August 21
Jack Davis
Jeff Lane
Kylie Leuthold
 
August 22
Richard Campbell

August 23
Hans Huntsinger
Angela Knight
Alice Trice

August 24
Lock Farnell
Saundra Howard

August 26
Ford Milne

August 28
Jonathan Rogers
Charlotte 
Rosenberg

August 29
Clay Meux
Lindy Williams

August 30
Patrick Green
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RPC Youth Bike Ride and Beach Day!
Our Youth have gathered in socially distant and mostly outdoor settings throughout the summer. These 
have included bike rides, beach days, flocking 12th grade homes with flamingos, service projects and more! 


