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� LLY DAY
Sunday August 25

On Rally Day we are inviting RPC members and friends to participate in community activities including service 
projects to help and inspire others in our Riverside neighborhood. We will also learn about opportunities Riverside 
Presbyterian Church offers to connect with our neighborhood. We hope you can attend the activities and worship on 
this special day.

Rally Day Schedule

9:00-10:00 am  ...............................................................................Service/Neighborhood Projects
We are planning several service and neighborhood projects to take place in different rooms in the Education 
Building. They will be short projects that can be done within the hour. Look for more information and sign-up 
instructions soon. Children 2nd grade and younger should sign up with a parent. All other older children can sign up 
on their own or with a parent. Nursery will be available for preschoolers and younger.

10:00-11:00 am  .................................................................................................................. Worship
Join us for a special Rally Day worship. There will be one worship service. 

11:00 am-Noon  ........................................................................................... Church Potluck Lunch
Join us for a church-wide potluck lunch and great fellowship. 

                                           

Summer Schedule
Sunday September 1 ................................................................... One Worship Service at 10:00 am

No Sunday School
Regular Schedule Resumes
Sunday September 8 .....................................................Worship Services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

Sunday School at 9:30 am
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Jacksonville is not my home/I’m just a-passin’ through… 
 

OK, so I’ve taken some liberties with that old gospel/country/bluegrass tune. A funny thing 
about me is that, while I regularly move around, I’m really a homebody. If “home is where the 
heart is,” I’m home! How’s that, you ask?!? Because I throw my heart into my work, and right 
now I am working here. So…here is where my heart is!  Pretty sound logic, don’t you think?  
I’m still very much in the getting-my-bearings and figuring-stuff-out phase at RPC. I am really 
grateful for all the staff who have gotten me up and running in my office here.  
 
I divide interim pastors into two categories: 1) Biding-timers; and 2) Moving-aheaders. Take a 
wild guess what list I put myself on? Yep, there’ll be no bidin’ time while I’m around. I may not 
be the brightest lightbulb on the rack, but I can see that you’ve got all kinds of stuff going on 
around the church and community. That’s a real credit to leaders past and continuing. Yes, a 
person here and there may need to step back and take a break; and a few more worker bees are 
always welcome. Your ministries and missions, however, need to go on. And they will, because 
they depend, not on the person sitting in my chair (Praise the Lord!), but on the “cloud of 
witnesses” that make up this worshipping/serving fellowship. While I will encourage you to 
consider a tweak here or there, mostly I will prod you to keep on keepin’-on with the many 
programs and ministries that you already support. 
 
Part of my job includes using my fresh eyes and making notes of things I see that can be fixed, 
cleaned, improved, re-organized, or thrown out. Then I set about to getting things done. 
Occasionally, I will take independent action on a matter. More often, I will employ my magic 
phrase at a staff or committee meeting: “Hey, how about ___?” So don’t be surprised when 
things start to look a little differently. My goal is always to make them look better. 
 
Why is all of this important? Our primary task as members of RPC is to grow as disciples of 
Jesus Christ, alive and at work in the church, community, and world. A closely related task is to 
invite others to join us on our journey of faith. We represent Jesus as individuals. We ask 
ourselves, “Are we as individuals giving our best for the cause?” Our church facilities and 
programs also represent Jesus. As a community of faith, we lift up that same question. 
Thousands of people walk, bike, and ride past our campus every day. Does what they see make 
them rub their jaws and say, “That’s a mighty fine-looking place. I wonder what goes on there?” 
The old saying remains true, whether we like it or not: You don’t get a second chance to make a 
first impression. Let’s continue to be impressive! In every way we can imagine. 

 

Transitory Talk--August 
Pastor Conley Zomermaand 

From the Desk of Pastor Z
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SAVE THE DATES:
The Fall Rehearsal Schedule

• AUGUST 15: Thursday Choir Rehearsals Resume (6:15-9:00 pm)
◆ Choir Room, Sanctuary Basement. High School and Adults

• AUGUST 25:  Rally Day

• SEPTEMBER 4:  Wednesday Rehearsals Resume 
◆ Instrumental Ensemble: Choir Room. All ages (4:50-5:30 pm)
◆ Hand Bell: Sanctuary.  High School and Adults (6:30-7:30 pm)

• SEPTEMBER 7:  Saturday Fall Preview ~ Bittinger Hall (10:00 am-2:00 pm)
        ◆ Chancel and Celebration Choirs (inviting Adults and High Schoolers interested in singing in 
   Riverside choirs)

• SEPTEMBER 8:  Fall Worship Schedule resumes - 8:30 am and 11:00 am

For more information contact 
Lois Gurney, Director of Music 

  lois.gurney@rpcjax.org

MUSIC Ministry
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Meals on Wheels (MOW) 
Invites Volunteer Drivers to a Lovely Lunch! 

When:     Wednesday August 28; 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Where:   Bittinger Hall

Why:  We are so grateful for all the time, caring and miles that the volunteer drivers have provided for the Meals on
 Wheels program and we wish to honor them at a special Lunch.  Please contact Regina Boone at 904-388-8187,   
 904-412-2775 (cell) if you are able to attend.

Q:  What year did MOW start at Riverside Presbyterian Church? 
A:  Fall of 1974 - This year M.O.W. will celebrate 45 years at RPC!

Q:  Who was first involved in getting MOW started here at RPC?
A:  Blanche Coffman.   

Q:  Who else helped make MOW a success?
A:  Subsequent Directors have included Susan Corbin, Sally Breckel, Don Nelson, Fibber Herr, and Earle Sickels.  
Regina Boone is the current Director.

Q:  How many meals are currently delivered each day?
A:  M.O.W. delivers between 28 – 32 meals per day.

Q:  Where does the food come from?
A:  Over the years there have been various different sources, including Aging True, the Sulzbacher Center, an 
FSCJ restaurant, a chef from FSCJ. 

Q:  What is the cost for the meals to participants?
A:  The initial cost of the meals to participants was $1.60 in 1974.  While inflation over these 45 years has been 
534%, the increased cost of the meals has been significantly less.

Q:  How many delivery drivers does RPC need every month?
A:  At least 100 drivers are needed each month to make the deliveries: 5 routes x 5 days x 4 weeks = 100 slots to 
fill per month!  Most drivers work one morning per month.  Members of St. Marks and Murray Hill Presbyterian 
are vital to MOW, both by driving and contributing financially. MOW is currently working with 40 drivers, 
about 1/3 are current members of RPC.

Q:  How many of the recipients receive assistance to help pay for their meals?  
A:  65%

Q:  Where does this assistance come from?
A:  Donations by RPC members and others, and RPC.

Q:  How often are meals delivered?
A:  Meals are delivered Monday through Friday, including holidays.

Q:  What comprises the meals?
A:  A hot meat main course, a side, fruit, bread and milk. Meals are easily microwavable. 

Q:  HOW CAN I HELP?
A:  Donate $ to help feed those who cannot pay the full cost; drive a route, or be available as a substitute; or 
work with Regina as an assistant!

Contact Regina Boone at 388-8187 (office), 904-412-2775 (cell) or regina.boone@rpcjax.org for more information.

COMMUNITY Life
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R.B.I. 
Reviving Baseball in the Inner-City  

It was a Memorable Year! 
There are so many to thank for all their contributions in 
making RBI the wonderful program that it is!   In June we 
listed all the ways we needed help…
1. Donate used equipment like bats, balls, & especially 

gloves: THANK YOU Debbie Grisnik for all the 
equipment you found at Yard Sales!

2. Help with registration of the children each day:  
THANK YOU Virginia Ziegler for your work this year! 

3. Be a Youth Captain and work with the Coaches:  
THANK YOU Josh Dryden, Cole Heeg, Alex Roes, 
Brent Tompkins, Caleb Dent and Maxx Secrest!  AND 
Frank Shuke, our resident radar reader and for being 
at RBI just about every day and doing whatever was 
needed to be done!

4. Be a Coach: THANK YOU to our amazing Coaches 
back for yet another year: Mike Jones, Jacob Svejkovsky, 
Elizabeth Murray and Josh Cook!

5. Share a devotion with the children followed by snack 
time:  THANK YOU Bill Hoff, Arden Brugger, Breanna 
Sooter, Emily Heeg, and Julie Handley.

6. Come out to the Park to Clap and Cheer:  THANK YOU 
Kathy Shuke, Wesley Milton, and Hans Huntsinger!  
We certainly missed our star, Mildred Taylor, but we 
know she was with us in spirit!  

7. Make lunches at the church, and deliver the sack 
lunches to the park: THANK YOU Laurie Mullis, Jon 
and Letha Mann, Maggie Means, Susan Schilling and 
John Humes!

8. Come to a Jumbo Shrimp Game: THANK YOU Jumbo 
Shrimp organization for your donation of 100 tickets 
for the game we attended on July 2! 

It was a year of visiting Murray Hill Baptist Church for 
Basketball, kickball and crafts due to rain; a year of 
welcoming a Presbyterian Social Ministries Mission Group 
from Texas; a year of enjoying the Jumbo Shrimp Game 
with 15 families from RBI; a year of being “rained out” on 
our final day of RBI.  It was above all a year of new and old 
friendships being formed and renewed.  

I Thank My God every time I remember You!  
Philippians 1:3

SULZBACHER VOLUNTEERS
JULY 2019

Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served at 
the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher Homeless Center on 
July 11; Monthly Coordinator: Frank Shuke; Cooks: Sue 
Haehnel, Susan Humes, Debbie and John Grisnik; Servers:  
Denise Judd, Kathy Shuke, Joshua Dryden, Arden Brugger 
and Elizabeth Jolley.

SERVERS AND COOKS ARE NEEDED ON 
AUGUST 8!   

To check for availability and/or sign up, go to 
www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
(Information taken from the City of Jacksonville 

Emergency Preparedness Guide)

Storm Safety for your Pets!
• Do not set pets loose.  They will not “be OK”
• Bring your pets indoors at the first signs of a storm.  

Conditions could deteriorate quickly.
• If you have animals that are likely to run and hide, keep 

them on a leash or in a carrier so that they are safe, secure 
and ready to go should you need to evacuate.

• Put together a grab-and-go emergency pet supply kit.  In 
addition to medications, vaccination records, leash and 
favorite toy, include 3-4 days of pet food and a gallon of 
bottled water per pet, per day.

• Understand that at pet-friendly shelters, you will be 
responsible for the care of your pet.

• At pet-friendly shelters, only household pets, including 
dogs, cats, birds and rabbits are allowed. No reptiles are 
accepted.

• A collar is needed on each pet with current ID, city 
license and rabies tags.

• Pets must be current on vaccinations, properly caged or 
crated.

• Be aware that at pet-friendly shelters, pets may be 
sheltered separate from owners.

COMMUNITY Life
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MONTHLY Earth  Care  Tips: 
• Leave your yard waste in your yard, not at the curb.  There 
are valuable nutrients in your yard waste and this will reduce 
your need for fertilizers.

• Plant native trees!  Trees soak up carbon, cool the area, suck up water that might 
otherwise head to the storm drains and clean up that water as it’s recycled throughout 
the ecosystem.  Native trees are one of the top food sources for caterpillars which 
nesting birds need to provide nutrients for their offspring.

• Plant native plants.  These plants evolved with insects over millennia and as such 
host the insects that our native animals need to survive.

 

C. S. Lewis: Influence & Relevance Today
An International Symposium of the 

Presbyterian Heritage Center 
Montreat NC Conference Center, November 6-8, 2019

Learn more about Lewis, the Inklings, Tolkien, Sayers, Novels, Films, Streaming Digital, 
One-Man Theatrical Play and much more! From Malta to Montreat, world-renowned 
scholars will assemble for an International Symposium on C. S. Lewis & the Inklings. 

Interested in attending? Contact Emily Heeg at the church office.
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AUGUST 2019 Birthdays
August 6
Means, Maggie
Newton, Karla

August 7
Hartman, Margaret
Langston, Betsy
O’Brien, Mary

August 8
Swiercek, Mike
White, Patricia

August 9
Cooper, Bryce
Crawley, Eliza
Davis, Catherine
Para, Bud

August 10
Carswell, Debbie
Cotten, Loretta
Klima, Tripp
Lockwood, Aleydis

August 11
Kanak, Gayle
McDowell, Ann

August 12
Kraus, James

August 13
Branch, Win
Fallucco, Michael
Heeg, Cole
Hudson, Robert

August 14
Crabtree, JW
Hall, Margaret
Kraus, Bob
McDougall, Dianne

August 15
Cavendish, Harrison
Halkovitch, Stacey

August 16
Caraway, Jo
Du Chanois, Erin
Root, RJ

August 1
Andrews, Loughran
Carswell, Eleanor
Child, Marshall
Schuster, Robert
Smith, Ann
Verlander, Stephanie

August 2
Cleveland, Polly
Nuland, Karen
Stoneburner, Gresham

August 3
Dajani, Lorraine
Kraus, Lauren
Todd, Lila

August 4
Hunt, Jimmy

August 5
Forrester, Katherine
Hunt, Talmadge
Mann, Jon
Riley, McKee
Stoneburner, Gresham
Wilkinson, Marion

August 17
Allen, Meridith
Mixson, Alex
Rizk, Mildred
Schoenberger, Landry
Schoenberger, Lindsay
Schoenberger, Lukas

August 18
Grant-Dooley, Jean
Powell, Laura Jane
Powell, Ted
Sapora, Riley
Williams, Leslie

August 19
Drew, Julie
McKibbin, Glenn

August 20
Baker, Susan
Platt, Carol

August 21
Davis, Jack
Lane, Jeff
Leuthold, Kylie

August 22
Blanks, Jack

August 23
Huntsinger, Hans
Knight, Angela
Trice, Alice

August 24
Farnell, Lock
Howard, Saundra

August 25 - None

August 26
Milne, Ford

August 27
McNeil, Leah

August 28
Elrod, Bob
Montgomery, Jimmy
O’Hora, Matt
Rogers, Jonathan
Rosenberg, Charlotte

August 29
Bougis, Hunter
Meux, Clay
Williams, Lindy

August 30
Adams, Robert
Green, Patrick
Hammond, Troy

August 31
Hager, Jane Gray

RPC Summer Youth Update
What an AWESOME summer. Our youth attended the Middle School Massanetta Youth Conference, the High School 
Montreat Youth Conference, Middle School Outdoor Challenge and finally a High School In-City Mission trip. Our 
youth learned more about how to let love lead in their lives and how to approach the challenges we face. 

Thank you to all the youth volunteers, parents and the RPC family who helped make all of these trips happen. 

Youth Service Project: Friday through Sunday ... September 20-22 
We are serving with Give Kids the World, an organization that hosts families from Make a Wish Foundation. We will 
help at the ice cream counter, deliver pizzas to hotel rooms and help with fun rides at the resort! 

Sign up on the youth page! Space is limited. 
www.rpcjax.org/learn/youth 

YOUTH Ministry
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COMMUNITY and GLOBAL Outreach 

“Holding On Together: 
A Story of How Fonkoze’s Work Stabilizes the Poorest Families”

Eliène and Odak live in Grandlo, a collection of homes dispersed along and above a hillside that faces the small 
Partners in Health clinic in Bay Tourib. Bay Tourib is a broad rural section in far western Tomond. The CLM worked 
with 350 families in the region from 2011 through early 2013, in close partnership with Partners in Health.
Odak was born and raised in Grandlo, but Eliène grew up with her parents in downtown Mayisad, a major commercial 
center in the northwest corner of the Central Plateau. When she was young, her parents kept her and her brother and 
sister fed by farming land they rented outside of the downtown area. They even sent her brother to school, but not 
their two girls.

As a teenager, Odak left home for an apprenticeship in auto mechanics in Ench, the region’s largest town. One day, 
his boss took him to fix a truck in Mayisad, and that’s when he saw Eliène. It was love at first sight, and she quickly 
went off to Bay Tourib with Odak. 

To read the rest of this story, type in the link below: 
http://www.apprenticeshipineducation.com/eliene-and-odak-six-years-after-graduation/

“ICARE Readies for 
New Community Challenges”

The ministry of justice continues through the many faith 
communities of ICARE.  Their new staff representative 
would love to meet with you and learn about your 
viewpoint on our city: it’s challenges, problems and 
opportunities especially as it relates to matters of social 
vitality and justice.  He will be calling Riversiders 
this month just to introduce himself and listen to our 
perspectives.  Later, in September, our ICARE house 
meetings will convene to bring us together to listen to 
each other.  Your participation helps to guide the overall 
process and priorities for the year.  

“Where Do You Go...”
if  you care about the local and global environment 

and want to join other Riversiders in doing something 
to express your concern?

if  you want to make a giant impact to improve the 
quality of life for Florida’s poorest neighbors?

if  you are tired of just hearing about Jacksonville’s 
problems and want to join with people of faith to do 
something to change the systems that perpetuate crime, 
poverty, etc.?

if  you would like to support health care, education and 
peace in cities and villages in Africa?

if  you are searching for practical ways to live out Jesus’ 
core teaching to “love your neighbor”?

Check out the Global Outreach and Peacemaking Team!  
Contact Lisa Williams at 238-9412 or Bill Hoff at 355-
4585.
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Upcoming Events

Do you have a special birthday or anniversary that you 
would like to celebrate in a new way?  Why not sponsor 
Holy Grounds in honor of that person or day!  It’s easy to 
do and fun as well!  Dates are available from September to 
May, and only costs $25.  

Sign up with Jan Nicholas, 355-4585 x 25 or 
jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org 

COMMUNITY Life
We are in need of more 

Sunday Van Drivers!

A wonderful way to be of service to Riverside Presbyterian 
and our community is to volunteer to drive our church 
van on Sunday mornings.  A special license is not required 
to drive the van, but a short orientation and ‘on the road’ 
experience is necessary.  Rides are provided to the Gateway 
Treatment Center, possibly Riverside Tradition House and 
from the Riverside Presbyterian House and Presbyterian 
Apartments if needed.   Please contact Jan Nicholas or 
Hans Huntsinger for more information and if you could 
consider this opportunity.  
 
Jan Nicholas Hans Huntsinger
W: (904) 355-4585 x25 C:  (904) 383-5424
C:   (904) 200-9998 email:  hehuntsinger@yahoo.com
email: jan.nicholas@rpcjax.org

CHURCH-Wide

Tuesday August 6 Middle School Waterpark Day
7:00 am - 10:00 pm (Orlando)

Thursday August 8 Cook and/or Serve 
3:00 pm - 7:30 pm (Sulzbacher Center)

Sunday August 11 
During 10:00 am Worship Blessing of the Backpacks
 (Kissling Hall)
11:15 am - 12:45 pm College Student Brunch
 (Hoptingers in 5 Points)

Wednesday August 14 Basketball League Board Mtg
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm (Ed Bldg - Library)

Monday August 19 Memory CareGivers Group
1:30 pm - 2:30 pm (Ed Bldg - Thompson Parlor)

Tuesday August 20 ICARE Meeting
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm (Bittinger Hall)

Wednesday August 28 MOW Drivers’ Luncheon
11:30 am - 12:30 pm (Bittinger Hall Kitchen Side)
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