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Psalm 1:3

Worship Greeting       “Greet all brothers and sisters with a holy kiss”...............................1 Thessalonians 5:26  

Saint Paul was eager to have the early Church show grace-filled hospitality and welcoming. Your  Worship Council is asking each of you to greet our 
members and visitors before worship begins.  As you are able, step outside in front of the sanctuary for a few moments of greeting. Extend this to those 

entering worship on Sundays. If we all made ourselves available occasionally, with greetings, we would truly be “living joyfully, following Christ”.

Riverside: “A Movement For Reconciliation”
Dear Riversiders,

After 30 years of ministry I have settled on a passage in the Bible that I think best defines who we are as Christians and 
what we are supposed to do as followers of Christ.  It comes from 2 Corinthians 5:17, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” 

This word reconciliation may sound like a theological term but it is really grounded in economics. To “reconcile the books” 
means to balance them, to square them. It means to bring all the factors back together in balance. The same is true with what 
God has done for us in Christ - “all this is from God who “reconciled” us to himself.” That is, brought us back into a balanced 
relationship with our creator God. “Reconnected” is another way to put it.

Now that we are reconciled with God, our ministry, our mission, our purpose is to become people who work toward 
reconciliation with our neighbors and even within ourselves (which may be the hardest place of all). In this world, there 
are a gazillion places that need reconciling -- like politics, guilt, shame, conflict, division, tribalism, regret, violence, grief, 
forgiveness -- the list is legion. More personally it may be with an ex-spouse, sibling, friend, or parent. It may be a decision 
we regret, a traumatic event, or something about ourselves we would like to change. The truth is that all of us have a ton of 
baggage that needs reconciling, just as the world has tons and tons. 

So, this is why the Session and the staff at Riverside have adopted as our mission statement “Riverside: A Movement For 
Reconciliation”. From now on everything we do will be with this single purpose mission in mind. 

This does not negate the already established “Searching thoughtfully, serving passionately, living joyfully, following Christ” 
values we already claim. These express how we do things at Riverside but not why. Why we do what we do comes from being 
reconciled to God through Christ, then we are called to be “A Movement for Reconciliation” in the world. 

We will continue to unpack what this means more particularly for Riverside and for each of us as we go forward. For now, 
just make a list in your life of all the people and places that you and we need reconciling. Naming them is the first step.  

As always it is a joy and a privilege to serve this fine congregation who generationally has been such a strong reconciling 
presence in the city of Jacksonville. 

              Peace, Steve



Music Ministry
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New Organ Update
From now on, the messenger will include a small 
article giving you a recap of where we are with 
the new organ/mission project. It is important 
to remember that this was necessary due to the 
age and condition of the present organ. And 
that this is not only for ourselves but for coming 
generations in worship, weddings, funerals, RPDS 
chapel, and the other musical services we share 
with the community. The mission part is based on 
Riverside’s precedent to tithe 10% for the benefit of 
outside missions.

To Date:
1. Some pews on the lectern side of the chancel 

have been removed to begin the process of 
making space available for the organ removal 
and new installation. Those on the pulpit side 
will be removed when the old organ console 
comes out and the loaner console is installed 
in October. Chairs will be used instead of 
pews. 

2. We are on schedule to complete the project 
next summer.

3. We have privately raised 90% of the total 
amount needed for the combined organ and 
the mission components. 

4. Now we need the rest of the congregation to 
step up to fund the remaining balance which 
is around $150,000. (Please be on the lookout 
for a letter asking you to contribute if you 
haven’t already received it.)

Thank you, 
The Organ Committee

Choir Information
The Summer choir is in full swing. 
If you enjoy singing, you are 
welcome to join us at 9:15 am in 
the choir room each Sunday morning. Thank you 
to the musicians who have already joined our 
ranks!
The Riverside Choirs will start their regular 
rehearsal schedule on Thursday August 23. We 
will resume our regular church schedule on 
September 3.

Rehearsals:                                                                                                                                                       
Wednesdays:                                 

• Children’s Choir ■ 5:15-6 pm in Park St U/G
• Instrumental Ensemble ■ 4:30-5:30 pm in Sanctuary
• Hand Bell ■ 6:30-7:30 pm  in Sanctuary

Thursdays:
• Music Reading ■ 6-6:25 pm in Park St U/G
• Celebration Choir ■ 6:30-7:30 pm in Park St U/G
• Chancel Choir ■ 7:30-9 pm in Choir Room



Regular Sunday Schedule Resumes September 3
•    8:30 am Early Worship Service (Communion every Sunday
•    9:30 am Sunday School for All Ages
•  11:00 am Worship Service with Full Choir (Communion on 1st Sunday of every month)

                 Christian Education 
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Rally Day is Sunday August 27
A Movement toward Reconciliation

This year’s theme is Reconciliation. (See Steve’s article on the first page.) On Rally Day we will give 
the church community an opportunity to learn about all the many ways you can be involved in the 
life of the church and ask you to consider what places in your life need reconciliation.

We hope you can attend the activities and worship on this special day.

Rally Day Schedule
•   9-10 am   Rally Day Activities      

Come and learn about all the programs and ministries at the church. We have several new 
ways to be involved in the life and ministry of Riverside Presbyterian Church. In addition to 
learning about programs, there will be a Stained Glass Exhibit by featured artists in Bittinger 
Hall (see page5), scavenger hunt for kids, youth activities in the youth house, fun activities for 
preschoolers, and much more.

•  10-11 am   Worship       
Join us for a special Rally Day worship. There will be one worship service.

•   11 am-noon  Church Family Lunch      
Join us for a church-wide lunch. We will have great fellowship together and will continue to 
learn about ways to recommit ourselves to the mission and ministry of the church. There will 
be fun activities for children and youth after lunch is served.



Global Outreach & Peace Making
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“A Call to Re-Use!”
Good news! Riverside is expanding its recycling 
efforts. Look for new recycling bins and 
containers located in the Education Building 
and Kissling Hall. We are focusing on the same 
kinds of materials you recycle at home, mostly 
plastic and paper.  Teach your children how 
and why to participate.  Let’s all be conscious 
stewards of creation and take responsibility 
for our home. If you have questions about our 
recycling, contact Lisa Williams.

“Hoop Dreamz”
The arrival of the new school year brings 

anticipation for another great season of 
basketball with our Riverside Presbyterian 
Basketball League.  The Warriors won the NBA 
and the Tar Heels somehow ecked out the 
NCAA (men), but there are always hundreds 
of winners in the RPC league.  The kids win 
because they have fun, get exercise and make 
friends. The parents win because their children 
receive a first-class sports experience with 
coaches who care and experienced officiating.  
The community wins because we bring together 
over 500 kids from some 38 zip codes to play 
and relate in a healthy, Christian environment.

On-line registration for players begins on 
September 15.  Look for an introduction to our 
new League Director, Brian Hoff, in the next 
Messenger.

“Global Outreach Committee 
Welcomes Fonkoze Staff ”

The team that leads our church’s international 
relationships will be bringing Fonkoze staff 
member Steven Werlin to Jacksonville this 
fall.  Steve will be with us at Riverside for 
the weekend including World Communion 
Sunday, October 1.  As an American who has 
lived in Haiti for years, Steve has a powerful 
personal perspective and will be sharing the 
amazing stories about the work he leads in the 
“mountains beyond mountains” of Haiti.  You 
will not want to miss this opportunity!

In other news, the Global Outreach and 
Peacemaking Committee is “sending” its 
chairperson to Hawaii.  Actually, the Haskell 
Company is assigning Matthew Garman 
to oversee projects on the islands.   He and 
Cameron will be greatly missed, however the 
GOAPC has a new leader, Jenny Parker.  Jenny 
has lived and worked overseas and brings great 
passion to this new role.

Don’t Forget
First Sunday of Each Month

we collect your loose change for Haiti. Please help make 
a difference in the lives of the poorest of the poor in Haiti 
by donating your change  in order “to make a change”.

“ICARE Begins New Season of Listening and Advocacy”
Listening groups for members and friends of Riverside will be scheduled this fall.  Look for publicity 
about these important gatherings where we speak from our hearts and listen to our neighbors, in 
conversation about the most pressing needs of our city.  Things get better when we work together!



Community Life
Special Showing of Stained 
Glass Art to be unveiled on 
Rally Day, August 27!

There is an incredible amount of talent that 
meets weekly here at Riverside Presbyterian, 
down in the stained glass room.  Every 
Wednesday, this group of artists work on 
projects for personal, family and friends, 
as well as for our church benefit.  Ideas are 
shared, new skills learned and a plethora of 
amazing creations are completed.  

Have you noticed the row of ‘Advent’ 
windows down in Bittinger Hall?  These were 
created by this group of women and men; 
Kristi Awad, Janell Palmer, Mary Lobello, Vicki 
Theilacker, Allie Spock, Fran Root, Joann 
Purdie, Buck Spock and Joe Eberly.  

We are pleased to announce that 4 more 
windows have been made to add to the 
Advent windows.  Joining Hope, Peace, Love & 
Joy, will be Moses, Noah’s Ark, The Sacrament 
of Communion, and Christ is Risen.   These 
talented artists will also be bringing in the 
personal favorites of work they have created. 
We are excited to share with the Riverside 
family pieces of their work that will be 
displayed in Bittinger during the fall months.  
Riverside has a long and strong tradition of 
the appreciation of stained glass, and we are 
so appreciative and blessed to have these 
men and women a part of our community of 
faith.
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August Lunch & Learn 
Sunday, August 20, 11 am – 4 pm        
The Dixie Swim Club at Alhambra 
*Starring Morgan Fairchild*

4 Tickets still available!
 Cost: $55
Please pay at time of registration
Includes lunch and transportation

We follow five southern women whose 
friendships began years ago on the college 
swim team. One week of each year, the ladies 
gather free of husbands, children, and jobs to 
recharge their friendship. We join the friends 
on those getaways and span thirty-three 
years as they catch up, laugh and meddle in 
each other’s lives. Enjoy the story of these 
five unforgettable women – a hilarious and 
touching comedy about enduring friendships.

Photo Directory 
on the ‘books’ 
for the fall!

It is hard to believe that our last Church 
Family Directory was 5 years ago. We have lost 
some, added more and changed a lot!  It’s time 
to update and include those who have joined 
our ranks.   Plan to be in the area during the 
weeks of October 10-21, or the make-up days 
of November 17-18.  Volunteers will be needed 
to assist with scheduling, greeting families and 
contacting those we might not have seen in a 
while!  Please contact Jan Nicholas to be a part of 
this church wide effort!  APPOINTMENTS can 
be made beginning in September.



6

RPC Youth 
College Student Brunch after church

August 6 at Burrito Gallery in Riverside
11:15 am - 12:30 pm 

Over the summer join us monthly for brunch 
after church. This is for recently graduated high 
schoolers and current college students. (Brunch 
is on us! $.) 

Youth Gatherings in August

August 1
Middle School Mystery Night! 5-10 pm  Meet 
at RPC. Bring $20, a swimsuit, a towel and a 
friend! For rising 6th-8th graders.

August 20 
Blessing of the Backpacks in worship at 10 am. 
All students are asked to bring their backpack 
to worship!
 
August 27
Rally Day activities from 9-10 am. Worship at 
10 am

September 3 
Sunday School begins 9:30am-10:30am

During the school year, look for 
your RPC calendar in all of these 
formats...

• Via snail mail
• Texted as a photo to youth 
• On our website
• Emailed to all RPC youth parents 

Have a suggestion for another way to receive 
the calendar? Please contact Breanna:    
breanna.sooter@rpcjax.org
 

Summer Sunday School 
for new 6th-12th Graders
9-9:45 am
“Viral Video of the Week” 

We will talk about a few different viral videos 
each week. What are they? Why did that 
particular video become popular etc. Join us! 
Donuts provided. Bittinger Hall

So you’re in 6th-12th 
grade AND you read 

the Messenger? 
Prove it! 

Next time you see Breanna, walk up to 
her and tell her a joke.  There are prizes! SAVE THE DATE

October 14-15 (Sat-Sun)
Middle School Retreat 



Community Outreach

Calling Parents of College 
Students!
Parents of college students, we need your 
help!   Your college student is in our hearts 
and minds at Riverside.  Even though your 
student is often “out of sight”, we still endeavor 
to keep our baptismal vow and remind each 
one that they are a child of God and that 
we care for them.  One way we do this is by 
pairing your student with one person from the 
congregation who will correspond with them 
anonymously during the school year. We call 
this outreach SECRET PALS.

Here’s where we need your help:  your child’s 
Secret Pal will be contacting you in September 
to ask for the student’s school address, email 
address, and any helpful hints:  what they 
like to eat, what they like to do, what they are 
studying.  The more information a Secret Pal 
has, the more fun it is for sending letters and 
packages.  Please help us out by responding 
to your student’s Secret Pal when they contact 
you in September.

(If your child is not going to school right now, 
but is between the ages of 18-24, we would 
still like to pair them up with a supportive 
Secret Pal.)

For questions contact: 
• Norma Lockwood     904-388-3917
• Heather Campbell    904-573-2564
• Jean Grant-Dooley   904-859-0359 or 
             jeangrantdooley@gmail.com
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Mission of the Month:
School Office Supplies Needed 
by August 6

Children’s Enrichment Workshop (CEW) is a 
coalition of 3 Riverside schools, churches, and 
businesses working together to provide positive 
enrichment activities for school students.  
Currently, we are collecting office supplies for 
each of the School Offices of West Riverside, 
Central Riverside and Fishweir Elementaries.  
Please bring what you can to the church and 
place in the boxes located outside the church 
office or in Bittinger Hall by 
August 6.  Thank You!   

• Liquid soap
• Clorox wipes
• Various sizes of Ziplocs
• Kleenex
• Hand sanitizer
• Roll paper towels
• Post-it Notes
• Disinfectant spray
• Scotch tape
• Copy paper
• Cracker packs
• Juice packs



August Birthdays 2017
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Recurring
Events / Meetings

August 2017
Sundays                                                                                  
9-9:45 am Sunday School (EB)
9:15 am Choir Rehearsal (CR)
10 am    One Worship Service (S)

Monday                                     NONE 

Tuesdays                                                       NONE           

Wednesdays   ______________________
10:30 am  Stained Glass (EB 101)

Thursdays                _____________________ 
10 am Friendship Bridge (BH)

Fridays                                    NONE

Saturdays                 NONE

LEGEND:
 BH:   Bittinger Hall           
 EB:    Education Building

 TP:    Thompson Parlor (EB 200)
 LIB:   Church Library (EB 203)
 KH:   Kissling Hall
 CR:    Choir Room in SB
 SB:     Sanctuary Basement
 S:        Sanctuary
 UG:   Park St Underground in SB
 YB:    Youth Bldg (729 Post St) 

August 1
Andrews, Loughran
Carswell, Eleanor
Child, Marshall
Norse, Hudson
Schuster, Robert
Smith, Ann
Verlander, Stephanie

August 2
Cleveland, Polly
Nuland, Karen
Stoneburner, Gresham Sr

August 3
Dajani, Lorraine
Kraus, Lauren
Todd, Lila

August 4
Dodd, Sal
Hunt, Jimmy

August 5
Bowen, Morgan
Forrester, Katherine
Hunt, Talmadge
Mann, Jon
Riley, McKee
Stoneburner, Gresham Jr
Wilder, Eddie
Wilkinson, Marion

August 6
Bowen, Teri
Means, Maggie
Newton, Karla
Robinson, Chip

August 7
Hartman, Margaret
Langston, Betsy
O’Brien, Mary

August 8
Boree, Debby
Meyers, David
Salter, Kerrean
Swiercek, Mike
White, Patricia

August 9
Cooper, Bryce
Crawley, Eliza
Davis, Catherine
Lockwood, Jack
Para, Bud

August 10
Carswell, Debbie
Cotten, Loretta
Lockwood, Aleydis
Klima, Tripp

August 11
Bollock, Will
Kanak, Gayle
McDowell, Ann

August 12
Kivett, Jerry
Kivett, Sophie Ann
Kraus, James
Robison, Mary

August 13
Heeg, Cole
McDougall, Hudson

August 14
Crabtree, JW
Kraus, Bob
McDougall, Dianne
McDowell, Margaret

August 15
Cavendish, Harrison
Fletcher, Mary
Halkovitch, Stacey
Tuttle, David

August 16
Caraway, Jo
Du Chanois, Erin
Root, RJ
Sutton, David

August 17
Allen, Meridith
Hassel, Carl
McLendon, Chris
Meyers, Elizabeth
Mixson, Alex
Rizk, Mildred
Schoenberger, Landry
Schoenberger, Lindsay
Schoenberger, Lukas

August 18
Grant-Dooley, Jean
Powell, Laura Jane
Powell, Ted
Sapora, Riley
Ward, Blake
Williams, Leslie

August 19
Drew, Julie

August 20
Baker, Susan
Cook, Jennifer
Platt, Carol

August 21
Davis, Jack
Lane, Jeff
Leuthold, Kylie

August 22
Blanks, Jack
Campbell, Richard

August 23
Huntsinger, Hans
Knight, Angela
Trice, Alice

August 24
Farnell, Lock
Howard, Saundra
Kyle, Lock

August 25
Rosenbloom, Dot

August 26
Gardner, Lane
Milne, Ford
 

August 27
McNeil, Leah

August 28
Elrod, Bob
McClelland, James
Montgomery, Jimmy
O’Hora, Matt
Rogers, Jonathan
Rosenberg, Charlotte

August 29
Bougis, Hunter
Meux, Clay
Pruett, Virginia
Sandlin, Tom
Stiefel, Catherine
Williams, Lindy

August 30
Adams, Robert
Green, Patrick
Hammond, Troy
Williams, Michael

August 31
Hager, Jane Gray
Hoff, Andrew

THANK YOU TO OUR 
SULZBACHER  VOLUNTEERS: 

JUNE 
Cooks: 
Jane Miller,  Ella Jones, Susan Humes

Servers: 
Brandon Hillard, Julie Handley, Mary Coxe,
Pat Gurley, Sharon Cleland, Carol Proctor,
Kathie Briggs, Jan Carr

JULY
Cooks:  
Sue Haehnel, Susan Humes, Ella Jones

Servers: 
Molly Rattigan, Arlene Davis, Dan & Nancy 
Warner, Rebecca Roberts, Jeff Lane, Kathie 
Briggs, Carter Rosenbloom, Julia Davis



What’s Happening
During the Month of August 2017 
Special Events 

Date/Time Event Location
8/1

5-10 pm
Middle School Mystery 

Night Meet at RPC

8/6
11:15 am

College Student Brunch 
after Worship

European Street 
Cafe (Park St)

8/8
9 am-12:30 pm Parents’ Morning Out WB 104

8/10
5:30 pm Serving at Sulzbacher Offsite

8/11
5-8 pm Children’s Pool Party Offsite

8/16
9am-12:30 pm Parents’ Morning Out WB 104

8/20
11 am

Lunch & Learn:
“Dixie Swim Club”

Alhambra 
Dinner Theater

8/21
1:30 pm

Memory Loss 
Caregivers’ Support Grp

Thompson 
Parlor

8/27
9-10 am RALLY DAY Church Campus

11 am RALLY DAY LUNCH Kissling Hall

Meetings
Date/Time i Group Location

8/1
6 pm

Community Life 
Committee

Thompson 
Parlor

8/2
4 pm

P & M Committee 
Meeting

Thompson 
Parlor

8/4
7 am

Men’s Small Group 
Bible Study Offsite

8/7
12 pm Trustees’ Meeting Thompson 

Parlor

8/8
5 pm

A & F Committee 
Meeting

Thompson 
Parlor

8/8
6:15 pm

ICARE Board 
Meeting Library

8/9
4:30 pm

Community 
Outreach Committee EB: 304

8/10
5:30 pm

Global Committee 
Meeting Library

8/14
7:30 pm

Young Adult 
Women’s Small Grp Offsite

8/16
7 pm Session Library

8/21
10 am

PW Coordinating 
Team Mtg Library

8/21
5:45 pm

HR Committee 
Meeting

Thompson 
Parlor

8/28
7:30 pm

Young Adult 
Women’s Small Grp Offsite

The calendar is always changing. Please check our website 
www.rpcjax.org/What’s Happening/Calendar 

for the most up-to-date information.
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Earth Care Tips of the Month
• Learn about faucet aerators and other ways to 

conserve water at www.epa.gov/watersense/
• Repair leaking pipes, fixtures and seals
• Reuse water whenever possible
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