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RIVERSIDE
Presbyterian Church 

Worship Greeting       “Greet all brothers and sisters with a holy kiss”...............................1 Thessalonians 5:26  

Saint Paul was eager to have the early Church show grace-filled hospitality and welcoming. Your  Worship Council is asking each of you to greet our 
members and visitors before worship begins.  As you are able, step outside in front of the sanctuary for a few moments of greeting. Extend this to those 

entering worship on Sundays. If we all made ourselves available occasionally, with greetings, we would truly be “living joyfully, following Christ”.

Dear Riversiders,
 

Every funeral or memorial service at Riverside ends with the same words that end every Easter 
service:

Christ is Risen.
He is risen indeed.
And become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Death is swallowed up in victory.
Go then, in peace, in hope, and in good courage.
Thanks be to God, who gives the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The truth claim these words affirm is simply this. Death does not have the last word, God does. 
Faith in this affirmation instills the peace, hope and good courage we are able to go with through life. 
But it is faith…not knowledge, not certainty, not scientific verification, that carries us. It is simply to 
trust. 

In my own personal and professional experience with death and loss, I have found this to be true 
looking back. God does indeed have the last word. But I can only see this through the eyes of faith.

As Riverside and the Goyers face a common loss together in my upcoming retirement, I am 
reminding you, as well as us, to stand on our faith and trust that God will indeed have the last 
word. That Word will enable us not only to find peace, hope, and good courage as we go, but also 
thanksgiving and gratitude for whatever comes next.

 Gratefully, 
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Music MinistryReport of the Transition 
Committee 
The Transition Committee met on 
March 7, 2019 to discuss a number 
of issues. 

• The Interim Pastor Search 
Committee is working diligently to bring Riverside 
the pastor best suited to meet our needs and serve us 
for the year or so beginning in July 2019.  They will 
report to the Session and then on to the Congregation 
when this person is found.  Because the Interim 
Pastor is not an “installed pastor” according to our 
Book of Order, the congregation will not vote to 
call her or him. He or she will be hired by the HR 
Committee acting for the Session.

• The Nominating Committee has asked the 
congregation to suggest names of persons believed 
to be suitable to serve on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC).  This was done on three Sundays 
in March.  After deliberation and prayer, they will 
begin contacting those persons they believe to 
constitute a representative committee, tasked with 
this most important mission.

• There was also discussion concerning the events to 
honor Steve and Anita - the all-church picnic after 
worship on April 28, and the evening reception at the 
Smathers’ home on May 31.  There are other plans to 
honor Steve which will be announced shortly.

• Several members of the Transition Committee met 
with members of the Bridge Class to discuss their 
concerns about the period of transition over the next 
15 months. There may be more of these meetings 
with other groups in the next few months. 

It is important for everyone to understand that the 
Transition Committee was called to facilitate the 
transitions in staffing that were already under way 
and to assist the congregation in understanding the 
process.  The Committee does not initiate change in 
any way. 

Please feel free to contact any of us with your questions 
or concerns: Mary Coxe, Rebecca Creed, Mark 
Harbison, Bill Hoff, Ron Roberts, John Sapora and 
Mary Spuhler.

Wednesdays 
4:30-5:30 pm Instrumental Ensemble in choir room
6:30-7:30 pm Hand Bells in Sanctuary

Thursdays
6:30-7:15 pm Celebration Singers in Park Street U/G
7:20-9:00 pm Chancel Choir in choir room

Sundays 
10:20-10:45 am Chancel Choir in Chancel
4:00-5:00 pm Joyful Noise Youth Choir in choir room

4th Sunday Light 
During worship on 4th Sunday of each month. 
Worship experience for children. Children attend wor-
ship and then move to Park Street Underground, and 
return to the sanctuary during the last hymn.
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Summer Screen Time and More
Erin Bailey from The Social Family
Sunday April 7, 9:30 am in the Education 
Building Room 302/303

Parents and Guardians - come 
discover all the positive ways your 
children can use screen time every day. 
Make a plan to both limit summer 
screen time and encourage their best 
ideas.
• Learn the positives and risks of over a 

dozen popular apps 
• Take home tools to address addiction, temptation, 

predators and bullies
• See which “net nanny” programs may work best for 

you
• Fellowship with families walking the same journey
• Celebrate our extraordinary youth while keeping 

them safe. 

Online Safety for Grandparents
Erin Bailey from The Social Family
Sunday April 14, at 9:30 am in the Education Building 
Room 302/303
Erin Bailey will introduce ways to protect yourself from 
identity theft and from common problems on social 
media.

Being and Becoming During Lent
By Barbara Bath, member of RPC

“Surely the Presence of the Lord is In This Place”
Whoever said “The past is gone beyond prayer and 
every moment spent to anticipate the future is a 
moment lost” has not listened to God’s Word and has 
not experienced God’s grace.

WOMENS’ ANNUAL RETREAT
In February we celebrated our beginnings, growth, 
and present lives as Christian Women at a retreat at 
Marywood.  We were expertly guided to consider and 
honor “Our Personal Journeys” by our knowledgeable 
and gifted facilitator, Ann Rose.  With Ann and each 
other, we reflected on and shared our “life journeys,” - 
our stories - supported by writings, art, and especially 
by prayer and scripture.  “In the beginning…” God’s 
creation, the precious gift of Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit to connect us to God and to God’s people.  Each 
of us remembered special people and experiences that 
had led us through our past and brought us into the 
light of our lives in Christ - and we were thankful.

ASH WEDNESDAY
“Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust.”   Ash 
Wednesday, the day beginning the 
forty days of Lent. In this beautiful 
service we were called to remember 
that God created us from dust and 
that to dust we shall return.  On this 
day of sadness and repentance, we sang “Our 
darkness is never darkness in Your sight.  The deepest 
night is clear as the daylight.”
As we count the days until joyful Easter, we 
remember God’s gift of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
the forgiveness of our sins, and the promise of life 
everlasting made possible by God’s Amazing Grace.

Help Needed for Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is June 3-7 from 9:00 am - Noon. Can you 
volunteer? Please contact Emily Heeg at emily.heeg@rpcjax.org or 
by calling the church office if you can help for one day or for the 
whole week.

Time to Sign Up 
for Vacation Bible School and Summer 
in the City. Visit 
www.rpcjax.org/learn/children.
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Two Goats 
A Latrine 
A Tin Roof 
Clean Water

Those are the needs for the rural ultra-poor standing 
at the bottom of Fonkoze’s stair-steps out of poverty in 
Haiti. Fonkoze empowers its clients – mainly women – 
to provide a better life for their families. The first step is 
Chemen Lavi Miyo, pathway to a better life.

“Things started to get better for me. My life is not 
the same. Before CLM, I had nothing. Now I have three 
healthy goats, a pig and a chicken,” Mytha Raymond 
told Fonkoze.

Case managers work closely with their CLM 
clients as they learn to raise goats or pigs or chickens, 
grow cash crops and perhaps sell goods at the local 
marketplace. They are supported in sending their 
children to school and learning basic economic 
literacy. The contrast between clients beginning the 
18-month CLM program and nearing graduation is 
striking. Dwellings go from shacks to sturdy houses, 
crops are planted and farm animals appear. Perhaps 
most importantly, clients can see a better future for 
themselves and their children.

During the summer, Fonkoze provides day camps for 
those children where they get to play and sing.
CLM graduates can participate in Fonkoze’s 
microfinance programs, forming groups to obtain small 
loans – often less than 
$100 – to start or expand 
businesses or agricultural 
enterprises.

Riverside has a goal to 
raise $12,000 for Fonkoze, 
to be matched dollar-for-
dollar by a local donor. The 
money will be earmarked for the CLM summer camp 
and Ti Koze, an innovative educational program to 
train leaders to teach their fellow micro-credit clients.

Lawa, a Neighborhood of Gros-Morne: 

The Troubled Cry of a 
Community in Distress
Written by Herbert Artus, Fonkoze Staff for CLM, 
Fonkoze’s program for the poorest of the poor
Tuesday February 26, 2019. 

It was 9:45 when Annel Estimable, a CLM case 
manager, and I met in downtown Gros-Morne to 
head across the river that runs alongside the city. We 
were going to Lawa to verify a list of families who 
had already been tentatively selected for the CLM 
program. 

Getting to the area was almost impossible on 
our motorcycle, but skill as a driver granted us the 
luxury of a ride halfway to our destination along an 
improvised path through a dry, rocky gully. After that, 
it was an hour’s hike to the forgotten and despised 
corner of Gros-Morne’s 7th communal section, 
Moulin.

At 11:20, I started my work at a household with 
nine members, a small, one-room house covered in 
straw. It’s home to a father and mother, with their 
children and grandchildren. At this hour, the kitchen 
still gives off an air of abandonment. Between the 
three rocks that would normally hold up the pot, 
there’s nothing to suggest that the fire had been lit 
even the previous day. Two five-year-old boys – an 
uncle and his nephew – play 
naked in the yard, covered 
in white powder as though 
from rolling in the dust. They 
were trying to cut up a stalk 
of sugarcane that they would 
afterwards taste instead of a 
breakfast. 

To continue reading, go to 

www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-world
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May Lunch & Learn:  

A visit to Mussallem Galleries
Date:  Wednesday May 22 ◆ Time:  10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Cost:  $5.00;  Bring $ for Lunch
In an expansive 90,000 square foot Gallery Showroom 
(established in 1897) you will find an eclectic array of 
museum quality works of art, including oil paintings, 
watercolor and mixed media. In addition, there is an 
extensive collection of Chinese, Japanese, Russian, 
Continental and European objects of art. The most 
commonly heard expression from first-time visitors is, 
"I've never seen anything like it!"

Palm Sunday – Egg Hunt & 
Brunch
Sunday April 14, 12:30 pm
Join us for a special Palm Sunday Lunch following the 
11:00 am Worship service; and then followed by the 
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt.  Reservations for the lunch 
can be made on iRiverside or through the Church 
office.  Suggested cost for the meal is $6 per adult, $4 
per child or $25 per family.

April Lunch & Learn

A trip to the Museum of Arts & 
Sciences (MOAS) in Daytona Beach
Date: Tuesday, April 30 Time: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Cost: $25; includes lunch Minimum 15, maximum 40
Bus will pick us up at the Riverside Presbyterian Apartments.

Are you a lover of paintings, sculpture, ceramics, 
furniture, and other works of art? Do you have a love for 
History? Do you love Science and Planetarium shows?  
They have it all at MOAS in Daytona Beach! Check out 
their website at www.moas.org for more information 
about their current exhibits.  We will take a break from 
our tour for lunch at the Museum. The Honey-Baked 
Ham Cafe will be making up box lunches. 

Goyer Celebration Potluck 
– Sunday April 28, Noon to 2:00 pm on Rice Field
To celebrate the 14 years of ministry with Steve and 
Anita Goyer, an all-church Picnic is being planned; 
complete with a catered BBQ, Human Hamster Zorb 
Balls, 3 Hole Mini Golf, Shooting Stars Basketball, a 
16 ft. Rockwall & Dry slide, and even a DUNK TANK!  
Some regular old fashioned races may appear as well.  
We are asking for potluck items to contribute to the 
picnic. Last names beginning with;
•A-L bring sides or salads (like baked beans, cole slaw, 
potato salad, etc.) 
•M-Z bring desserts (like banana pudding, pies, 
brownies, etc.)
More information to follow!

Riversiders on April 7
will be at the home of Norma and Cleve Farnell on 
Sunday April 7!   We invite all adults to this “lovely” 
night of fantastic potluck creations and good fellowship. 
Child Care is available at the church with prior 
reservation.  

Back by popular demand, the nine windows and 
sills of Bittinger Hall are available for the display of 
your special and favorite Easter decorations and/
or collections. It could be bonnets, decorated eggs, 
stuffed bunnies…whatever brings you special joy at 
Easter-tide and something you would like to share 
with your RPC family. Showing dates are from April 1 
through Easter day, April 21. Contact Regina Boone 
(904-412-2775) or Jan Nicholas in the church office.
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RPC Youth 

May 5
The Youth will be leading worship at 8:30 am and 11:00 am on Sunday, May 5. Join us in supporting our youth as 
they lead us in worship! We will begin preparing at Youth Group starting on March 31. 

Youth Sunday Practices

Youth Sunday

Summer 2019 at Riverside 
http://www.rpcjax.org/learn/youth

Both the middle school and high school youth 
conferences are a fantastic way for your child to 
connect to their larger church family, learn more 
about themselves and about their relationship with 
God. Please consider one of these conferences. Not 
to mention they are also a ton of fun with great 
activities and recreation opportunities!

Massanetta Middle 
School Conference

for 6th-8th grades; 
June 24-29

Read more online and see trip flyers at 
www.rpcjax.org/learn/youth

 
Montreat Youth Conference

for 10th grade through graduated seniors 

July 6-13

Outdoor Challenge is full but still in need of 1 -2 
more adults.

Graduate Sunday 
Join us as we honor our high school 
seniors during the 11:00 am service. 

May 19
High School mission trip
July 28-31
here in Jacksonville! 

More info coming soon via 
mail and email

SAVE THE DATES

An excerpt from 11th Grader 
Emily Coll’s  (new youth elder) 
faith statement 
presented to the Session in March. 
...I have had a relatively normal life, most of the time. I 
remember my fourth birthday, it was a Dora theme and my 
mom and aunt went all out, but oddly enough the clearest 
thing is my mom showing me how the copier worked. She 
took a Dora sticker, on a plain piece of paper, and copied it. 
I thought it was magic. While that is not really important to 
who I am today, it reminds me about the humorous nature 
of memory. This childlike, naive joy I experienced with a 
simple sticker is like my faith as a child. I didn’t know or 
care why or how faith worked, but I knew that it was real.
Now I have been to Sunday School my entire life (and 
yes, the answer is always Jesus). But my biggest turning 
point in my faith so far in my life was the time I went to 
Massanetta in the summer of sixth grade. The theme was 
Christmas in July and it put the meaning of Christmas into 
perspective because of the lack of presents and 
distractions. This was the first time I really thought about 
the joy of the birth of Christ and the hope that his birth 
gives to all of us. I still remember the random details, like 
the performances put on by the high school leaders. The 
most powerful night of that whole experience was the last 
one. We all were in a circle on the field, all with candles in 
our hands, it was dark and you only saw the other campers 
across the distance because of their candles, and we were 
singing. I don’t remember the song now, but I remember 
the feeling inside of me, like I was finally awake and calm. 
That experience changed me, and made me want to know 
God better...

• During Youth Group on April 28, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
• Saturday, May 4 in the Sanctuary, 4:00 - 5:30 pm
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Mission of the Month -  
“Community Outreach” and 
RPC’s Hospitality
Did you know that there are over 10 community 
groups that use Riverside Presbyterian for their 
weekly meetings/gatherings/rehearsals?  That equates 
to approximately 285 visitors to our campus each 
week.  Those groups are AA (Alcoholics Anonymous), 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics), Children’s 
Home Society Parenting classes, Young Life, Debtors 
Anonymous, Friendship Bridge, Friday Quilters, 
Don Thompson Chorale, and Bridges of Harmony. 
Then there are the agencies and ministries that hold 
their board of directors meetings, staff retreats and 
trainings here, (Pastoral Counseling, Tradition House, 
Angelwood, I-Care, Riverside Avondale Preservation) 
and the annual events of Metro Town (a youth 
leadership conference through OneJax), Children’s 
International Summer Village (CISV) and a Rotary 
Welcome Home Dinner.  Michael Lane and Ognjen 
Adamovich do a fantastic job of being the faces of RPC 
to these groups.We do an outreach each week with 
the Gateway Drug and Alcohol Treatment Center by 
providing transportation to Sunday Services and the 
Monday night AA group.  

We strive to be hospitable to outside groups and we love 
what they do and the support they offer to people in our 
city.  These are just a few ways in which RPC reconciles 
with our community.  From preschoolers to senior 
adults, all are welcomed to Riverside Presbyterian 
Church.

In order to be even more welcoming, we are in need 
of a few more drivers for our transportation to Sunday 
Worship and events.  We have a beautiful, easy to drive 
14 passenger van and a small group of current drivers.  
(Thank you Hans Huntsinger, Ryan Prince, Jane Miller, 
Chas Trinder, & David Alexander!)  No special license 
is needed.  The commitment is only 1 Sunday every 5 
or 6 weeks.  The more drivers, the less time required!  
Many residents of the Presbyterian House and 
Apartments would like to attend our music concerts 
but we are not always able to find a driver.  If you would 
be available, please contact Hans Huntsinger or Jan 
Nicholas in the Church Office. 

Thank you RPC Volunteers for 
CEW Field Days! 
Field Days at ALL 3 Elementary Schools (Central 
Riverside, West Riverside and Fishweir Elementaries), 
happened in March this year! The weather was 
considerably cooler that the traditional May play 
days, so much so that the schools have decided to 
have Field Days always in March from now on.  Much 
appreciation goes out to Arden Brugger, Vance 
Walker, Merle Lear, Bud Para, Jon Thompson, Margaret 
Day Julian, Jean Grant-Dooley, Pat Mason, Elizabeth 
Niebrugge, and Anne Mattia.

Sulzbacher Volunteers in March
Thank you to the volunteers who cooked and served 
at the monthly meal at the Sulzbacher Homeless 
Center on March 14 -  Monthly Coordinator: Jessica 
Stevensen; Cooks: Jo Pratt-Dannals, Sarah Leuthold, 
John Kosakowski and Margee Michaelis; Servers:   
Jessica Andes, Tripp Means, Maribeth Ashley, Anne 
Mesrobian and Mary Anne Eldreth.

You too can cook or serve!  April Coordinator Julie 
Handley is looking for volunteers to help with serving.    
Go to www.rpcjax.org/sulzbacher to signup.  
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April 2019 Birthdays
APRIL 1
McDonald, Mandy
Senko, Becky
Stewart, Colin
Wallace, Del

APRIL 2
Colyer, Emily
Jenkins, Orvin
McCarty, Davis
Meyers, David
Stebbins, Corin

APRIL 3
McMeekin, Kim
Thomas, Gray
Tyree, Di

APRIL 4
Heeg, Paul

APRIL 5
Adams, Jack
Bryan, Josh
McGeorge, Kendall

APRIL 6
Eshelman, Thad
Maylon, Cynthia
Podeyn, Orchie Lea
Stewart, Michael
Wimberley, Bizzy

APRIL 7
Bridger, Lance
Doyle, Sarah
Harrison, Kristopher
Martin, Kate
Ordway, Nicky

APRIL 8
Boyd, Reid
Garas, Alexis
Harrison, Stacy
Holton, Alex
McKinnon, Libba
Newton, Kate

APRIL 9
Arnold, Lizzy
Colyer, Charlie

APRIL 10
Lockwood, Emily
Morrow, Maddy
Reid, Robert
Riley, Dana
Thomas, Valerie

APRIL 11
Du Chanois, Colette
Fallucco, Elise
Speckman, Emily
Todd, Tricia

APRIL 12
Harrell, John
McDuffie, Whit

APRIL 13
Allen, Claire
Butler, Anne
Coddington, Sumner
Freda, Julian
Lambert, James
Pomar, David

APRIL 14
Edwards, Palmer
Gilbert, Sherrick
Schoenberger, Alison

APRIL 15
Ashley, Harrison
Geibe, Jesse
Harding, Al
Huber, Cliff
Marsh, Dorothy
Rosenbloom, Leigh

APRIL 16
Gleaton, Ford
Gleaton, Lilly
Kraus, Daniel
Rogers, Julia

APRIL 17
Faircloth, Jerry
Goyer, Anita
Green, John
Hughes, Molly
Parks, Missy

APRIL 18
Baker, Nancy
Miller, Don
Newton Jr., Russell

APRIL 19
Herndon, Torin
Lobello, Samantha
Love, Margaret

APRIL 20
Leach, Jennifer
Warner, Nancy

APRIL 21
Campbell, Edward
Cotchaleovitch, Sarah
Day, Coral
Hager, John
Scherer, Tai
Shore, Christian
Vagovic, Kevin

APRIL 22
Marsh, Eddie
Sontag, Fred
Taylor, Lisa
Tousey, Caroline
Zeigler, Bookie

APRIL 23
Coll, J.P.
Hoff, Bill
Mitchell, Ashley

APRIL 24
Bowen, Tara
Pomar III, Gil
Riley, Mary Graham

APRIL 25
Phillips, Henry
Saenz, Jennifer
Tilus, Shelda

LEGEND

BH: Bittinger Hall
EB: Education Building
TP: Thompson Parlor (EB 200)
LIB: Library (EB 203)
KH: Kissling Hall
SB: Sanctuary Basement
CR: Choir Room (SB)
S: Sanctuary
UG: Park Street Underground (SB)
YB: Youth Building (YB 729 Post St)

Sundays
8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

4:00-5:00 pm
5:00-7:00 pm 

     ( MS & HS will 
      meet separately)

Worship w/Comm (S)
Sunday School (EB)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CR)
Worship (S)

SUNDAY YOUTH
Joyful Noise Youth Choir (CR)
Dinner All (YB) 
Middle Schoolers (YB)
High Schoolers (YB)

Mondays
8:00 pm AA Study Group (BH)

Tuesdays
7:00 am
6:00 pm

Men’s Sm Grp Bible Study (BH)
ACOA (YB)

Wednesdays
4:30 pm
6:30 pm

Instrumental Ensemble (BH)
Hand Bell Rehearsal (S)

Thursdays
10:00 am
6:00 pm
6:15 pm
7:30 pm

Friendship Bridge (BH)
ACOA (YB)
Celebration Choir Rehearsal (UG)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal (CR)

Fridays
7:00 am

6:00 pm

Men’s Sm Grp Bible Study (KH)

        Saturdays
ACOA (YB)

Recurring
Events / Meetings

April 2019APRIL 26
Hunt, Virginia
Payne, Brian
Verlander, Scotty

APRIL 27
Flynn, Shirley
Freeman, Peggy
Gentry, Elizabeth
Julian, Edward
Mullins, Terry
Proctor, Carol

APRIL 28
Boone, Sarah
Fluhr, Cheryl
Gittings, Jensen
Walton, Alison

APRIL 29
Ballentine,  Mary
       Elizabeth
Schilling, Claire

APRIL 30
Brissel, Fran
Creed, Gray
McDonald, Lily
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HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday April 14
8:30 am and 11:00 am - Worship Services

Children are invited to help lead worship by walking down the 
center aisle waving palms at the beginning of the 11:00am service. 

9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages
12:00 pm - Palm Sunday Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt

Maundy Thursday April 18
7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Worship Service

Tenebrae is a service that invites awed meditation and prayerful self awareness. Worshipers 
will silently enter and leave the sanctuary. The service commemorates the night that Jesus and his 

disciples were together for the last time, under the close approaching shadow of the cross.

Good Friday April 19
12:00 pm - Good Friday Service of Remembrance and Healing

Easter Sunday April 21
8:30 and 11:00 am - Worship Services
9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages

During Sunday School, children’s classes will go outside to place flowers on the cross 
(in courtyard on Park St.) There will also be a craft station, water and lemonade. 

All ages are welcomed to join us for this casual gathering before worship.
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Earth Care Tips: 
Riverside Presbyterian Church is an Earth Care Congregation

1. Plant native plants and wildflowers.  They are more drought and pest resistant and the butterflies, 
birds and bees will be happier as well.

2. Reduce or eliminate turf grass thus reducing the need for fertilizers, pesticides and mowing.  
Turf grass provides no benefit to wildlife.

3. Do not use Round Up.  It’s not safe.  A recipe for a natural, non- toxic alternative 
to use in your gardens (not on lawns) is this:  

• 1 gallon vinegar 
• 2 cups Epson salt            Spray on the emerging weeds.
• ¼ cup Dawn 

April 
Church Office 

Closings

• April 19 ◆ 12 noon
(Good Friday)

• April 22 ◆ All day
(Day After Easter)


