
VOLUME 28 ISSUE 2
APRIL 1, 2022

Messengerth
e

Holy Week
Thursday April 14 Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm

Friday April 15, Good Friday, noon
April 17 Easter, 8:30 am and 10:30 am

April 24: New Sunday 
School Class Begins

Page 9

May 8: 
College Secret Pal Brunch

Page 10

Make Sense of 
Your Coffee Labels, 
Page 8

EARTH CARE: 

April 10:
Palm Sunday 

Processional, Lunch, 
Easter Egg Hunt

Page 4

Summer 2022 for 
Children and Youth

Page 6

April 2022 / May 2022

Page 5

w
w

w
.rp

cj
ax

.o
rg

From the Cover: Choristers in Worship, Page 3



22

From Your Pastor
Brian Lays

Go to Page 4-5 to see all of our activities and worship 
services happening on Palm Sunday and during Holy Week 

or visit www.rpcjax.org

Dear Friends in Christ,

As the pandemic recedes, we are entering a new 
season of welcome and hospitality at Riverside. 
We are striving as a congregation to connect 
and reconnect, as well as to expand our circle of 
fellowship by bringing others into our community.

Our RPC connect initiative began early this year 
by encouraging weekly 1-on-1 connections. 
Throughout this season of Lent, we are connecting 
in small groups as we study spiritual micro practices 
together. After Easter, we will gather for church-wide 
fellowship events of various kinds to connect as a 
broader community. The more you participate in 
these initiatives, the more you’ll contribute to our endeavor in binding Riverside together in Christ’s love!

We’ve also begun making the first Sunday of each month especially geared toward visitors. We are calling 
them Friendship Sundays, and we encourage each of you to invite your friends and family to church on 
these Sundays!  Of course, we strive to be an hospitable community every Sunday, but especially on 
Friendship Sundays, we will make a conscious effort to ensure everyone is greeted warmly and can learn 
more about our church.

Church growth and vitality is the responsibility of each and every member, so please take your part in all 
that’s going on at Riverside! And, with Easter on the horizon, why not invite a friend to come to church with 
you and celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord?

Grace and peace to each of you!
Brian

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, April 18 in observance of 
Easter. The office will reopen on Tuesday, April 19 at 8:30 am 
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For more information, Email music@rpcjax.org

You may have noticed some new, younger faces joining the Chancel Choir some Sunday mornings. These children 
are members of our new Riverside Choristers program. Launched in partnership with CEW (Children Enrichment 
Workshop), this program includes students from Central Riverside, West Riverside, Fishweir, Bolles, and RPDS. Open 
to children in grades 2-6, choristers rehearse on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-5:00pm, and sing in worship 
approximately twice per month.

Chorister programs trace their roots back nearly a thousand years in the collegiate 
chapels and cathedrals of England, where the soprano line has been sung by boys 
and, more recently, girls. Much of the great choral music was written with this sound 
in mind! Here, too, our choristers sing the soprano line alongside our adults. This 
gives children a chance to learn pieces that are not only musically challenging, but 
profound statements of faith. Though our program is open to children of any or no 
faith background, choristers will learn the Christian faith through their participation 
in worship in the Reformed tradition at RPC. The hymns and anthems we sing will 
stay with them throughout their lives. The formation of children through a chorister 
program helps to foster a new generation in the church, not only of choir members, 
but leaders. Many choristers have even gone on to become ordained clergy.

Like any worthwhile planting, chorister programs take time to become established. 
Over the next few years, with the continued support of our congregation, I expect to 
see a wonderful program flourish! 

Riverside Choristers
Josh Stafford

Mural Reception in March
Many of you attended the mural art opening and 
reception on March 13. It was so special to be able to 
see so many of you there and to greet all of the Riverside 
mural artists among us! If you haven’t seen the murals 
yet, please take a walk up to the third floor of the 
Education Building. There are also booklets available in 
the Education Building to explain the murals. 
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Lunch
Riverside’s annual Palm Sunday Lunch is back, and it 
will be potluck-style. The church will provide ham and 
biscuits. If your last name starts with A - N, please bring 
a side dish. If your last name starts with O - Z, please 
bring a dessert. Please make a reservation by going to 
rpcjax.org or calling the Church Office, 355-4585. 

Bring Flowers
We’re starting a new tradition this year, which comes to 
us from Pastor Sunelle’s home church in South Africa. 
We encourage everyone, whether you’re attending the 
lunch or not, to bring flowers or greenery from your 
yard and drop them off in the vases on tables outside 
the Sanctuary on Sunday morning. We will arrange 
these floral gifts into festive, colorful centerpieces for the 
congregation to enjoy. 

Worship
Palm Procession for Children at 10:30 am Worship
Children meet outside the front doors of the sanctuary 
at 10 am. We will hand out palms and line up for a 
procession. Children will process down the aisle during 
the first hymn and place the palms at the baptismal font. 
They will then go to sit with their families.

Easter Egg Hunt
After lunch, kids of all ages will be able to participate in 
age-appropriate Easter Egg hunts on the playground and 
Rice Field. Bring an Easter basket if you would like (or 
borrow one from RPC) and get ready to hunt for eggs!

Palm Sunday
April 10

Palm Sunday
Children's Activities on April 10

RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Palm Procession at 10:30 am Worship Service
Meet at the front doors of the sanctuary on Park St. Children will receive
palms and prepare to process into the sanctuary during the first hymn.

When the procession is over, children will sit with their families.

Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt
immediately following worship

There will be a lunch in Bittinger Hall followed by an Easter Egg
Hunt for children in 5th grade and younger on the playgrounds

and Rice Field. Please make a reservation!



Holy Week

Age 0-4: The infant and toddler rooms are now open for children ages 4 and under on Sundays beginning at 
9:15 am. Pick up and drop off at the gated area facing small upper parking lot on Post St.

Age 5 and under: Children 5 and under who want to participate in worship will be invited to come forward 
for Faith Sharing with Children. After Faith Sharing, children who wish 
to participate in Children’s Church will be escorted by Nursery staff to 
Williams Building Room 305. Pick up at the gated area facing small upper 
parking lot on Post St.

Join us for these special worship services. All Services will be livestreamed except the 8:30 am Easter 
Service. www.rpcjax.org/live

Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm
Join us as we remember the last night of Christ’s life, as 
we begin the journey to the cross. The word “Maundy” 
is derived from the Latin word “commandment,” and 
recalls the “new commandment” Christ gave his disciples 
the night before he died: love one another as I have loved 
you. Communion will be served. 

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 15, noon
Join us as we recount Christ’s passion and death, and 
remember all that God in Christ has done for us. This 
contemplative service of scripture and song is offered 
in conjunction with Riverside Park United Methodist 
Church. 

Stations of the Cross
Friday, April 15, 9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Offered at Riverside Park United Methodist Church 
(next door to us at 819 Park St) on Good Friday. 
From Gethsemane to Golgotha, walk with Christ 
through the Good Friday story. This year’s stations invite 
you to notice small details in the Gospel story (like the 

scent of earth in the garden or the feel of splinters on the 
cross). Stations are multi-sensory and self-guided. All 
ages welcome, come at your leisure. Look for signs and 
the welcome table on the courtyard side of the sanctuary 
(off of Park street).

Easter Worship Services 
Sunday, April 17, 8:30 am and 10:30 am
Join us for worship at 8:30 or 10:30 to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord! Both services will contain our 
full choir and liturgy, and the 8:30 service will be held in 
the main sanctuary rather than the chancel. Communion 
will not be served at either service.

FULLY OPEN: RPC Nursery and Children’s Church 
During Sunday School and Worship

Nursery Staffing: We have hired a new Nursery Staff, look 
for more information about them in our next issue. 
Infant Room: Hollyn Taylor and Julia Swiercek       
Toddler Room - Kelly O’Brien and Sophia Pavlov

If this is the first time you have used childcare at RPC, 
please use the QR code to fill out the RPC childcare 
registration form or click here. 55
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Summer 2022
for children and youth

Vacation Bible School
June 6-10, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
We have an exciting VBS program this 
summer for pre K-rising 3rd grade.
Children will learn Bible stories, participate in art 
and recreational activities as well as music with Josh 
Stafford. Join us for a meaningful and fun program. 

Registration is currently only open to RPC members and 
regular attenders. 

Summer in the City
June 6-10, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Summer in the City is a service program where 
rising 4th and 5th graders venture into the city 
each morning for a time of service and learning. 
They visit and volunteer at local non-profits organizations. 
Currently the program is only open to RPC members and 
regular attenders. 

Youth Volunteers for VBS
June 6-10, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Our youth volunteers are so important in making VBS 
happen. If you are interested in volunteering, please register 
online so we will know of your interest and availablity. 
Open to rising 6th grade and up.

Join RPC Children at Camp 
Montgomery
June 26-July 1
Have you been to Camp Montgomery? 
RPC has children attending Camp 
Montgomery June 26-July 1. We would love your 
child to join us. Camping opportunities for grades 3 
through 12. 

Youth Activities: 

Montreat Youth Conference
July 10-16
Rising 9th - graduated 12th 
grade

JUNE (dates TBA): Local Service Project 
(for High School and Middle School Youth, separated 
by age) 

JUNE (date TBA): Beach Day 
(combined for High School and Middle School Youth)

Family Beach Day
May 14, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Summer is almost here! Dust off your flip-flops and join other Riverside 
families at Atlantic Beach on Saturday, May 14 any time between 10 and 
2. In addition to public parking, Community Presbyterian has offered 
us limited parking spots. We’ll try to gather where First Street meets 
the ocean. Bring your family, a picnic lunch, and plenty of sunscreen. 
Hope to see you there!

Family Beach Day: 
Contact Windy Taylor, windy.taylor@rpcjax.org

VBS, SIC or Montgomery: 
Contact Emily Heeg, emily.heeg@rpcjax.org

Youth trips / events: Contact Mary Elizabeth 
Ballentine, rpcyouthadmin@rpcjax.org

Questions?
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Elder Spotlight
We will be highlighting an Elder in each issue of the Messenger to help you get to know our church’s leadership team.

Pat Mason, Elder 

Tell us about your family and/or pets:
Ron and I have three grown sons, three granddaughters, 

one grandson, one dog, two grand-
dogs and one great grand-dog. Our 
now oldest granddaughter is getting 
married in January so there is a lot 
of excitement to look forward to. The 
family is scattered from Georgia to 
Wisconsin, so we don’t see them often 
enough. 

How did you come to call Riverside 
your church home? 
We came to Riverside after leaving another church because 
we had some friends here, and we felt at home here. It didn’t 
take long to become immersed in the life of Riverside. I 
have been active in PW, community life, and now the 
Flower Committee. 

Why did you become an Elder?
I was asked by someone to be an Elder. I was hesitant 
to accept because we are gone during the summer, but 
I was assured that would be fine.   

Share about an interesting place you have travelled.
Spending two weeks in and around London with my 
brother, his family and my mother ranks as one of my 
favorite trips ever. Our itinerary was flexible so we 
could go wherever we wanted to go. The highlights of 
the trip were seeing the Queen Mother waving to the 
crowd when we were visiting Windsor Castle, getting a 
glimpse of Charles and Diana as they drove by in their 
limo, and a personal tour through the Cotswolds. 

An Update from Jan Nicholas
In mid November we landed in Keizer, Oregon at my 
daughters house. We settled in to start the job and house 
search. It was a great Christmas to spend with them 
and the months we were able to be there was much 
appreciated! Amazingly enough, the same day that the 
twins, Alexander Fox and Finley Lawrence Cotton, were 

born, February 18, we closed on a house in Keizer, 5 
minutes from the kids!  We are now 6 weeks in and 
the twins are changing every day! I am so thankful 
that I have this opportunity to be where I am now. I 
thank you all for the prayers, friendship and support 
you have given to Dan and myself.  I thank God for 
you all and I miss the Riverside Presbyterian Family!  
Our address is 5051 Joan Dr. No., Keizer, OR 97303.  
My email is jancox@gmail.com. I hope we can stay in 
touch. Love to all!!  
Jan and Dan Nicholas



This is an excerpt from the article (title above) on allaboutbirds.org by Gustave Axelson

“Making Sense Of Sustainable Coffee Labels
They’re those little rectangular icons lined up on your favorite gourmet coffee bags—a tree, a flower, 
a frog, a harvester, each trying to tell you something about how the coffee was grown. But what does 
each one mean, and how do they differ?”

Read more about what it means to be “bird friendly” coffee by scanning the QR code or going to https://www.
allaboutbirds.org/news/making-sense-of-coffee-labels-shade-grown-organic-fair-trade-bird-
friendl/
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Earth Care: Making Sense of Coffee Labels
“Making Sense Of Coffee Labels: Does Your Coffee Support Wintering Warblers?”

On Saturday March 19, 19 women from Riverside and 
Woodlawn Presbyterian gathered at Marywood Retreat 
Center for a time of reflection and renewal. In the 
morning, Emily Heeg led the women through a reflection 
process to encourage them to consider the losses they have 
experienced over the last several years. In the afternoon, 
she led them through a process to gain meaning from 
those losses and consider where they might find hope 
for the future. Several of the women stayed overnight 
for additional fellowship and renewal. The following are 
quotes from some of the participants. 

RPC Women’s Retreat Was Renewing

“As a new member of the church, the Women's Retreat gave 
me a chance to leave the call of ‘daily duties’ for a while and 
spend the day in a lovely environment in the company of 
such interesting and insightful women. A focus of the Retreat 
was sharing the struggles we all faced during the pandemic 
and how it affected each of us; it was a cathartic experience 
and I left spiritually refreshed and inspired.”    

-Jaimie Smith

“So glad I had like-minded women to help me get back on 
course after the havoc Covid wreaked on all our lives. Our 
church family provides so much strength in times of need.”   

-Michele Harrell
“This retreat was such a blessing with being surrounded 
by such strong women in the spirit of Hope. Thank you for 
restoring my Hope.”    

- Hilary Shipp
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At the beginning of Lent, Riverside started several small 
groups as part of the RPC Connect Campaign. The groups 
have met weekly during Lent. Each week participants 
learn about a new spiritual micropractice and discuss their 
experience with the practices. The groups have helped 
participants focus on spiritual practices during Lent and 
connect with each other as we are able to be together in 
groups again. The following are quotes from some of the 
participants. 

“I love the small group!  It has been great to have a mini post-
COVID reunion with some great “old” and new Riversiders!  
I appreciate the lessons being reinforced through the weekly 
emails, video, and bulletin. I also love having something 
practical and achievable to act on from each lesson. These 
micro practices are deepening my faith in so many ways. 
Thanks to the staff for such a great series!”    - Amy McGeorge

“Being in John's group on Thursday has exceeded my 
expectations. Also, I have been able to meet a couple of new 
folks and to spend some closer time with a few I know from 
other activities at church.”     - Carol Gay

“With the small group I have been able to listen to others 
perspectives and opinions on the different subjects being 
discussed. It helps get a little closer to God during this 
reflective time.”     -John Logsdon

A Way to Connect: 

New Adult Sunday School Class

The world the apostle Paul inhabited was dramatically different from our time. He knew 
nothing of capitalism, or physics, or Zoom, and more significantly, Paul was a regular in 
Caesar’s prison. For us, “Caesar” is a salad. But a constant in the human story is that every life 
faces suffering. Paul’s life was no different. And yet, on Paul’s worst days, he still exhibited a 
spirit of joy. In this spirit of joy, Paul offers us some inspiration. Joy is not a common reality 
in modern life. We are more acquainted with anxiety and fear, and on good days we can 
settle for happiness; but joy is less common. The worst days come to all of us. At some point 
the dreams die, the body fails, the spirit is crushed. Those days leave their mark on us. But 
an imprisoned apostle passed down 104 verses to an ancient congregation in Philippi, and 
they have passed it down to us. It is their testimony that when the worst days come—and 
they will—they do not have to be the end of joy. Indeed, they might be the beginning. ‘

Participants are asked to read the Introduction and Chapter 1 before the first class on 
Sunday, April 24. If you need a copy contact Emily Heeg at emily.heeg@rpcjax.org

Joy, Even on Your Worst Days by Tom Are Jr.
Taught by The Rev. Dr. John Ragsdale April 24 - May 22

Lenten Small Groups 
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College Secret Pals
Secret Pal Brunch on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8

Much thanks to our Secret Pals who have been corresponding all year with a college student to keep them 
connected to Riverside. There will be a Secret Pal Brunch on Mother’s Day, May 8 from 10:00 to 10:30 am under 
the canopy in the courtyard to give the students a chance to meet their Secret Pals.

Student - Secret Pal 
Jack Adams - Carol Hasselblad

Anna Althuis - Darlene Hampton
Noah Althuis - Rachel Gaillard

James Baker - Bud Para
Tilson Branch - Norma Farnell

Thomas Brumback - Heather Campbell
Emily Coll - Elizabeth Meux
Alice Creed - Kae Harding

Chapman Davis - Tony Rodriguez
Janie Day - Mary Coxe

Mason Doherty - Chris Wrenn
Anaya Dowdell - Debbie Grisnik

Charity Fisher- Norma Lockwood
Alexis Garas - Amy McGeorge
Nicholas Garas - Patty Knight

Wiley Gillam - Joe Eberly
Ford Gleaton - Randy Parks
Lilly Gleaton - Jo Caraway

Reid Hampton- Betsy Dunlap
Wade Hampton - Margot Wrenn
Richard Harbison - Eric Schallen

Will Harbison - Dave & Debbie Pierson
Caroline Harding - Julie Handley

Cole Heeg - Judy Wingate
Evan Heeg - Dave Tuttle

Kelly Jenkins - Norma Lockwood

Luke Jenkins - Karla Newton
Caden Matson - Joann Purdie

Christian Matson - Leigh Rosenbloom
Parker McEachin - Bookie Zeigler

Kellen McGeorge - Jean Grant-Dooley
Will McLaurine - Molly Rattigan

Diane Milne - Mary Elizabeth Ballentine
Dougie Milne - Beth Mixson

Ford Milne - Susannah Doherty
Corena Mixson - John Humes

Charlotte Rosenberg - Lynn Thompson
Julia Sandlin - Jan Nicholas

Chase Schallen - Arden Brugger
Cole Scherer - Bill Scheu

Robert Schuster - Dwight Bayley
Mabel Smith - Marilyn Noon

Sam Swiercek- Brian Lays
Caroline Taylor - Mary Ellen Drushal

Hollyn Taylor- Carol Proctor
Jensen Taylor - Lisa Taylor

Kristin Taylor - Mary Ellen Drushal
Tyler Twilley - Stephanie Estes
Kendall Woodall - Lisa Taylor

David Wrenn - Mark & Stuart Harbison
Virginia Zeigler - Heather Campbell

After almost 2 years away from the school because of Covid, Lunch 
Buddies were able to start back last fall. We have almost 20 adults 
who are matched up with students at West Riverside Elementary and 
meet with them once a week during their lunch times at school. We 
have so much fun! Please consider being a Lunch Buddy. It will be the 
best 30 minutes that you spend in your week. 

Thanks to the following for being Lunch Buddies this year:
Arden Brugger, Pam Clark, Laura Crooks, Jan Duncan, Joe Eberly, 
Jean Grant-Dooley, Debbie Grisnik, Kae Harding, John Humes, Alice Khalif, Jeff Lane, Sarah Leuthold, Bud Para, Ed 

Pratt-Dannals, Mark Rosenberg, Karen Taylor, Cynthia Thompson, David Williams

Lunch Buddies at West Riverside Elementary

Student - Secret Pal 



April Birthdays
1
Becky Senko
Del Wallace
2
David Meyers
Orvin Jenkins
3
Gray Thomas 
4
Paul Heeg
5
Jack Adams
Josh Bryan
Kendall McGeorge
Tom Schneider
6
Bizzy Wimberley
Thad Eshelman
8
Alexis Garas
Libba McKinnon
Sunelle Stander Lays
10
Dana Riley
Emily Lockwood
Maddy Fulinara
Valerie Thomas
11
Colette Du Chanois
Elise Fallucco
Emily Speckman
Tricia Todd
12
John Harrell
Whit McDuffie
13
Claire Allen
James Lambert
Sumner Coddington
14
Alison Schoenberger
Palmer Edwards
Sherrick Gilbert
15
Al Harding
Cliff Huber
Dorothy Marsh
Harrison Ashley
Jesse Geibe
Leigh Rosenbloom

16
Daniel Kraus
Ford Gleaton
Julia Rogers
Lilly Gleaton
17
Stephanie Estes 
John Green
Missy Parks
18
Russell Newton
19
Samantha Lobello
20
Nancy Warner
21
Coral Day
John Hager
Kendell Anderson
Sarah Cotchaleovitch
Tai Tai Scherer
22
Bookie Zeigler
Caroline Tousey
Lisa Taylor
23
J.P. Coll
Kathy Lopez
25
Jennifer Saenz
Lilah Philips
Shelda Tilus
26
Scotty Verlander
Virginia Hunt
 27
Carol Proctor
Peggy Freeman
Shirley Flynn
28
Sarah Boone
29
Mary Elizabeth Ballentine
30
Gray Creed
Lily McDonald

May Birthdays
1
Ellana Parker
Hilary Shipp
 2
 Will Fackler
 Jake Kerr
 JoAnn Meyer 
 Frances Thoburn
 Kathryn Villano
 3
 Lucy Milne
 4
 Fran Aenchbacher
 Katie Farrar
 Jason Taylor
 5
 Robert Anderson
 Peggy Archambault
 Bob McGeorge
 Stacy Moseley
 Cecilia Mueller
 6
 Helen Cooper
 Lucas Hager
 Wallace Hager
 Parker McEachin
 7
 Caroline Edwards
 8
 Emily Elrod
 Anne Hager
 Katie Stoneburner
 9
 Thomas Green
 Peter Michaelis
11
Bentley Forrester
Nicholas Garas
Kathy Para
12
Jo Pratt-Dannals
13
Charles Cooper
Susan Erdelyi
John Hager
Thomas Hager
14
Jenny Parker Brumback
Ruby Evert
Ellen Lotz
Jeff Meyer

Don Ward  
16
Janie Day
Carter Rosenbloom
17
Paul Mahoney
Davis Matson
Lawson Nuland
William Rosenberg
19
Omar Dajani
Diana Sifton
Camp Stoneburner
20
Anderson Hall
John Logsdon
21
Sharon Vandiver
22
Bethany Crawley
Suzanne Felton
Charity Fisher
24
Deana Green
Jon Thompson
25
Will McLaurine
Kristian Villano
26
Thomson Farnell
Debbie Grisnik
Genevieve Miller
Erin Raynor
27
Hattie Eyrick
Ava McCullough
Culver Rice
28
Mary Coxe
Emily Heeg
29
Ryan Ashley
Bailey Eyrick
Betsy Miller
30
Caroline Harding
Brywn Philips
Brad Thoburn
31
Jonathan Andrews
Nina Garas
William Green

If we are missing your birthday, 
please call the Church Office 

(904) 355-4585 or email 
communication@rpcjax.org 
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