
 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BYLAWS OF RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
 
The following proposed amendment of the Bylaws of Riverside Presbyterian Church was 
approved by the Session on May 13, 2020. It will be presented to the congregation for a vote on 
May 31, 2020. 
 
 
Article I 
 Meeting 
 
8. Venue. 
 
 Under normal circumstances, congregational meetings will be held on church property. If 
extraordinary conditions exist which prohibit in-person meetings on church property, congregational 
meetings may be held using technological resources in real time if a quorum can be verified and individual 
votes can be counted.  Such meetings must be conducted by means of communication by which all 
members participating are able to hear each other during the meeting. For a member(s) without access 
to technological resources, accommodations must be made upon request from the member(s). 
 
 
Rationale for the Proposed Amendment to the Bylaws of Riverside Presbyterian Church. 
 
The proposed amendment would be added as a section to Article I entitled Meeting.  This Article 
describes the annual meetings of the congregation in sections 1 and 2. Sections 3 through 7 include the 
requirements for the notice, quorum, proxy, ballots, and minutes. The proposed amendment would create 
section 8 which describes the venue. 
 
The Bylaws outline requirements of congregational meetings, but provide no guidance regarding venue. 
Although for most meetings, the congregation will meet in person and on church property, there may be 
times when church property is unusable or gatherings may be limited by safety restrictions put in place 
by civil authorities. In difficult and uncertain times, the critical business of our church must continue. 
 
As a result of our experience with the COVID-19 virus, the clergy, staff, and volunteers of RPC have 
developed meaningful and effective means for study, planning, and conducting church business using 
online resources. There are technological tools available (such as Zoom or Go To Meeting) that could be 
used for congregational meetings. These tools provide features, in real time, for establishing a quorum, 
allowing for discussion, and voting. For members that don’t have access to a device that would allow 
them to participate in an online meeting, accommodations will be made upon the request of the member.  
These accommodations might include inviting that member to join another member who has the needed 
device or calling the member and using a speaker phone for communication during the meeting. 
 
The Session recommends that guidance regarding the venue of congregational meetings be added to 
the bylaws to encourage adapting to extraordinary circumstances so that timely execution of church 
business can be accomplished.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Kathy Para, Clerk of the Session 


