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Another Good Sign:  More People Safely in Worship 

The Safe Gatherings Committee (SGC) continues to watch our local positive 
COVID case numbers, COVID cases in our hospitals, local prevalence of 
variants, guidance from the CDC, and the availability of vaccines in Duval 
County. Considering this information, the SGC has recommended that we 

open up more spots in Sunday worship by making seating available on every 
other pew instead of every third pew.  


When measuring the distance apart of every other pew, there is 5’6” between pews.  This is not 
quite the recommended 6 ft of separation recommended by the CDC, but it is very close.  The 
increasing availability of vaccines, the distancing we are able to achieve, along with the safety 
protocols we will continue to practice, are all factors that indicate that we can safely seat more 
people in our worship services.


As vaccines are available to more age groups we hope that all who are able will get the 
vaccine.  


We continue to encourage everyone to consider their own health and health risks and make 
decisions about coming to in-person activities accordingly.


Remember that reservations are required for in-person worship. Masks must be worn over 
nose and mouth the entire time that we are on RPC’s campus (whether vaccinated or not).  If 
you have any symptoms of illness please worship at home. If you’ve been exposed to anyone 
who tested positive for COVID in the last 14 days, please worship at home.


The sanctuary will look a little different on Sunday as a few more of us gather in-person to 
worship together. Our online worship opportunity continues and is a wonderful way for us to 
stay connected as a community of faith. We’re all committed to safely growing stronger in our 
life together.


Please feel free to pass on your questions or concerns to anyone on the Safe Gatherings 
Committee. The email address of each member is included in the church directory on Realm. 
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