
 THE ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Jan Nicholas

PRELUDE  Savior of the Nations, Come J. S. Bach (1685 - 1750)

THREE CHIMES

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES  The Setzer and Thoburn Families

* HYMN 102 (verses 1,4)  Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM,
   DER HEIDEN HEILAND

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.

Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Bill Hoff
One: We call out to you, “Be the God we demand!”
All: You respond by being the God you are.
One: We narrowly define you and expect little of you.
All: You untangle our definitions and expectations.
One: We seek easy answers and instant gratifications.
All: You bid us wait and hold fast.
One: We seek a powerful prosperity and sophisticated salvation.
All: You send a little child.
One: We seek pleasures and good feelings.
All: You give us abiding hope.

All: God of new beginnings, give us the strength to resist a culture of greed and ease. Turn our hearts away from selfishness and
fear, so that we might be ready to welcome the Christ child who is on the way. Amen.

Moment of Silence and personal reflection

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Peace be with you.  
All: And also with you.
One: Let us share with one another signs of Christ’s peace.

SOLO  O Jesus, Grant Me Hope and Comfort Johann Franck (1618 - 1677)
  Chris Nyman

FAITH SHARING WITH CHILDREN  Brian Lays

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Isaiah 64: 1 - 9  OT Pages 711 - 712
Romans 8: 18 - 25  NT Page 150

One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON  Windows of Expectation: Hope Brian Lays

ANTHEM  Lost in the Night Kyle Haugen (b. 1973)
  Sarah Cotchaleovitch, Chris Nyman, Debbie Pierson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Jan Nicholas
       

* HYMN 83 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

* CHARGE AND BLESSING

POSTLUDE Wake, Awake for Night is Flying Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957)
 

* Please stand if able

Thank you to our 8th grade acolytes during the season of Advent.

We would like to extend our gratitude and appreciation to our musicians
Sarah Cotchaleovitch, Chris Nyman, and Debbie Pierson for their accompaniment today.
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First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020

10:30 am Worship Service
Live Stream Bulletin

• Give online at rpcjax.org/give  • Make  reservations for next week’s in-person service on Tuesday 
through Friday at noon at rpcjax.org/worship or by calling the office, 355-4585.



Service Through Prayer
Kay Armstrong, Chris Bergey, Jennie Bibb, Roberta Birch, Fran Brissel, Mary Cousar, Judy Davidson, Brenda Dohn, Faith Erath, Robert Flynn, Madelyne Gillis 
(Ken Mixon's mother-in-law), Tina Goedtke, John Hartman, Ginger Heard (Hilary Shipp's mother), Doug Hutchins (Denise Brennan's father), Allan Knight, Robert 
Littell, Joe Lopez, Christine Rosenbloom Lyons, Joe Meux, Gunnar Miller (Betsy Miller's husband), Tony Morrow, John Ormand (Lisa Taylor's brother), Mersida 
Porcic, Bill Schilling, Mae Singletary (Carol Proctor’s mother), Mike Small, Mildred Taylor, Bill & Suzanne Tomlinson, Don & Lois Ward

Rehab, Assisted, Nursing Homes and Long-Term Care (in a facility or at home)
Shirley Ballowe, Margie de Bauernfeind, Peggy Fannin, Jack Hazard, Jim Hodge, Norma Hooker, Betsy Langston, Myra Pattishall, Judi Perdue, Dannette Robinson, 
Ruth Wrenshall

In the Armed Forces
Noah Althuis, Andy Berner, Brandon Campbell, Gray Creed, Carl Crumpler, Reid Hampton, Cole Heeg, Brittanie Llorens, Matt McCullough, Carson McKendree

(If  you would like more information on any of those listed, please call the church office at (904) 355-4585 x 0)

THE CHANCEL FLOWERS
are given in loving memory of

Mr. and Mrs. R. Banks Fitch, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Templeton, Mr. and Mrs. R. Allen Fitch and
Mr. and Mrs. Logan Cahoon, by Tem, Pam, Cindy, Bruce and Margo Fitch.

The flowers were arranged by the Flower Committee.

No Middle School and High School Youth Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Happy Thanksgiving!
See you next week!

Sermons by Phone
You may now listen to our sermons by phone. Share this phone number: (904) 267-1537 with loved ones who do not have access to our 
online services. You can call from a landline or a cell phone to listen to the scripture and sermon. This will be updated on Sunday afternoon 
or at the latest, Monday morning each week! 

Genesis: Abraham, Jacob and Joseph .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Online and In Person in Bittinger Hall
Taught by Rev. Dr. John Ragsdale and Ed Pratt-Dannals. We will be continuing our study of Genesis begun by Rev. Brian Lays. The class 
will pick up at Chapter 12 of Genesis. Offered online and in-person.
For more information and to register go to rpcjax.org/programs/adult-sunday-school

Bridge Sunday School .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thompson Parlor
This ongoing class of mainly young and middle-age adults will  start a new study titled The Call: The Life and Message of the Apostle Paul. 
The class will involve a short video segment followed by class discussion.
For more information and to register go to rpcjax.org/programs/adult-sunday-school

The Underwood Class .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Education Building, Room 306
This ongoing adult Sunday School class uses The Present Word Bible lessons for their weekly study. In person class only.

Make reserverations for Sunday School at rpcjax.org/sundays/sunday-school or www.onrealm.org (must log into Realm account).

Prayer Requests and Personal Prayer
The Deacon Prayer Ministry Team will receive and pray daily for your request. Email your requests to carol.digiusto@rpcjax.org  Or if you 
would like a pastor to pray with you, please contact Pastor Carol DiGiusto at 904-355-4585 x 36 or call the church office at 904-355-4585 x 0.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
161 Total pledges as of November 24, 2020 $819,323

You can still pledge for 2021 at www.rpcjax.org/pledge

CONGRATULATIONS
to Pastor Brian and Sunelle Lays on the birth of their son

James Edward Stander Lays
November 6, 2020 at 2:33 pm

6 lbs 5 oz
19.25 in long

W e l c o m e  t o  R i v e r s i d e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
New to Riverside? Welcome!

We are delighted you are watching virtually with us today! We would love to connect with you. Please complete our 
"Friendship Pad" by clicking on  https://forms.gle/Y9T5jxpzXZzzEq6B8  or go to www.rpcjax.org/live  We are thrilled 
you worshiped with us today and hope you found our church welcoming, inspiring, and meaningful. If you have questions, 

please contact Karla Newton at (904) 571-5687 or konewton1@gmail.com Thanks again for visiting RPC!
We look forward to seeing you again soon. Blessings, Karla Newton Elder, RPC 
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Advent is a season of expectation, as we look 
for the coming of the Messiah. This Advent, we 
glance into the various windows that reveal the 

source of our expectation: windows of hope, 
love, joy, and peace. Join us as the promises of 

our faith take shape, become visible, and 
illumine the one who comes among us once 

again this year, full of grace and truth.

Mid Week Advent Services at Noon on Wednesdays during Advent
In the season of Advent, Riverside will offer brief Communion services at 12 Noon on the Wednesdays in 
December.  Music and Scripture, prayer and silence will surround the Sacrament as we walk together through 
this season of hopeful waiting.  We will practice the same protocols for health and safety that we have in place 
on Sunday mornings. Sign up online at www.rpcjax.org/advent

We Want Your Christmas Card! 
We want to invite you to participate in the first ever virtual RPC Christmas card sent from our church family 
to our church family. We can connect with each other even if we can’t be together in person. 

 Option 1 - DIGITAL
Create a digital card! Computer - Microsoft Word, Pages or canva.com, Phone / tablet - Canva  
app Size: 8.5” x 11” Landscape format. Email your card to communication@rpcjax.org 

 Option 2 - HANDMADE
Create a handmade card at home on paper including words, drawings, photos, etc. and drop it off 
or mail to the church office. We will convert it to a digital image. Size: 8.5” x 11” Landscape format 

Whether you share your card with us digitally or on paper, we will be creating a digital version of all cards as 
well as a gigantic printed card. Please use a horizontal format and ideally include a candid family photo and a 
brief message. Submit your card by December 9th so we have time to create our collection. 

Daily Devotional 
Riverside is providing inspiring, printable daily devotions for Advent written by Presbyterian Minister Jill 
Duffield. This year the focus is on the time of Advent for the church. A week’s worth of the devotional will be 
an insert in the bulletin each week. Or view online at www.rpcjax.org/advent

Advent Wreath Craft for Children or Others
All families with children in 5th grade and younger should receive a paper copy of this wreath craft in the mail. 
We also want to make it available to all members. If you are interested in using this simple and meaningful 
activity during advent, please print out this wreath and follow the instructions.
Go to www.rpcjax.org/advent

More on the other side!

Advent Activities

For more information go to www.rpcjax.org/advent

Windows of 
Expectation
Riverside’s Journey through Advent
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Lessons and Carols Christmas Program, December 6, 10:30 am Worship Service 
RPC has a long tradition of doing a special musical Christmas program. We will have outstanding singing, readers 
of all ages, The Jacksonville Chamber Music Project string quartet, members from our Handbell Choir, a special 
children's handbell ensemble, and our children's Bethlehem pageant. Be sure to make your reservations to join us 
for this uplifting special 10:30 am worship service. Signups begin December 1. 
Available via livestream at www.rpcjax.org/live

The Installation of Brian Lays, December 6 at 2:00 pm 
The Presbytery of St. Augustine will formally install Brian Lays as pastor of Riverside Presbyterian Church. 
Members are welcome to attend the service along with members of the Presbytery.
RSVP at www.rpcjax.org/installation  Available via livestream at www.rpcjax.org/live

Salvation Army Bell Ringing - December 7-12 (1 hour shifts, 10:00 am - 8:00 pm)
RPC volunteers have been ringing the bell at our neighborhood Riverside Publix for over 10 years through the 
Salvation Army’s Red Kettle campaign. Gloves/sanitizer/face shield/aprons will be supplied. Sign up online at 
www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-community

Alternative Gift Catalog due by December 11 
Give gifts that bring meaning to the Christmas season! As you prepare for your Christmas shopping, remember 
the many needs of our partnering ministries and missions. They receive 100% of your gift and your friends and 
family receive the knowledge that something good is being done in their honor and name. Catalogs have been 
mailed, are available in the Narthex, or you may shop online at www.rpcjax.org/alternativegiftcatalog

Caring Tree Sunday - December 13
RPC has been supplying gifts to 300 children in our community for 25 years. If you haven’t chosen your tags 
already, check online at www.rpcjax.org/serve/in-our-community or call  Jo Pratt Dannals (904-707-5625)

Gifts are due to the church Sanctuary by Sunday, Dec. 13, at 11:30 am.
Drive Through Drop-off: December 7 - 11, 10:00 am till 2:00 pm in the Church’s upper parking lot.
If you need assistance in getting your packages returned to the church, please call the church office 
(904-355-4585 x25) so they will be picked up the week of Dec. 7-11 from your home.

Christmas Eve Services - December 24
Signups begin December 1at www.rpcjax.org/christmaseve

We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve services in our Sanctuary! Thank you for your patience and flexibility 
as we work to accommodate as many people on Christmas Eve as we safely can. Reservations will be required. 
Available via livestream at www.rpcjax.org/live

5:30 pm Family Service
Join us for a child-friendly, socially-distanced Christmas Eve service. Children may come dressed as a character 
from the Christmas story in a costume they assembled at home.

7:00pm Service
Please plan to be in your seats before 7:00 pm to enjoy the peaceful time for reflection presented by Kayo Fleisher, 
harpist with the Jacksonville Symphony. The remainder of the service will include reflections, readings, and carols 
by Pastor Brian and our own talented members, a ceremony of light, and a service of communion.  

With all of the chaos that has surrounded us this year, we pray that you will find these Advent activities 
to be truly meaningful as we again welcome the Christ Child into our hearts and life through worship.



SUNDAY |  TIMOTHY 4:6-10 

We use the word hope frequently, perhaps even 
fl ippantly. We hope not to get stuck in traffi  c or to get 
tickets to the game. � e word hope gets thrown around 
and employed for wishes or desires. But the hope of 
Advent, the hope of our faith, goes much deeper than 
our likes and wants. � e hope of Christianity entails 
nothing less than the redemption of the world — and 
this hope, while often diffi  cult to maintain in the face 
of evil, is nonetheless certain. Paul instructs Timothy, 
his young apprentice in the faith, to train in godliness 
and focus on that which is true and worthy of full 
acceptance. He reminds Timothy, “For to this end we 
toil and strive because we have set our hope on the 
living God who is the Savior of all people, especially 
those who believe.” Our hope encompasses all of 
creation. Imagine that scale of expectation.

Our hope in this world of pandemic and war, poverty 
and disease, is set on the living God, the Savior of all 
people, who soon will become incarnate and dwell 
among us, who promises to return and set all things 

right. As we begin this liturgical year and look to the 
end of the calendar year, we do not take hope lightly. 
� e year 2020 does not aff ord us the luxury of cheap 
hope. Too much has been lost, altered or upended for us 
to hope for anything less than redemption, salvation and 
God for and with us. If we have learned nothing else 
this year, we have learned the limits of our own power. 
We cannot save ourselves. Our fi nitude cannot be 
denied. Our need for divine strength and intervention 
feels obvious this Advent. � is year when we sing 
“Come, Lord, Jesus” from behind masks while we are 
physically distant from one another, I suspect we will do 
so with palpable longing, with a yearning hope to know 
without question that God is indeed with us. 
As we eagerly anticipate the inbreaking of God’s 
kingdom this Advent, hearing Paul’s words to Timothy 
– that young disciple attempting to shepherd a nascent 
fl ock living in the middle of a threatening context – 
could guide and encourage us, too. Focus on godliness. 
Remember the teachings of Jesus, the commandments 
of God. Emulate those people of faith who are 
admirable, wise and stalwart. � ink about the good 
doctrine learned from the Word of God and faithful 
people. Ignore irreverent and silly myths. Hope in no 
one less than Jesus Christ and nothing short of the 
salvation of all people.   
Lord of all that is seen and unseen, we set our hope on 
you, our living God who comes to save, not condemn, the 
world. � is year we feel battered and weary, ready for your 
inbreaking, longing for a sure awareness of your presence. 
We know you are true and worthy of full acceptance even on 
days we doubt your providence and wonder when you will 
set all things right. Help us to set our hope on you and live as 
people of hope who point to your light and enact your love in 
a world too often awash in hopelessness. Amen. 

MONDAY |  HEBREWS 11:1-3

Hebrews tells us that faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. As you 
begin the Advent season and refl ect on the year, what 
are your fervent hopes for yourself, your community, 
church and the world? Write those hopes down, 
envision them and pray about them. Can you be 
convicted and assured of their coming to fruition, even 
if you do not yet see them?
Gracious God, align our hopes with yours so that our dreams 
and visions participate in your good and certain future for 
all creation. Do not let our fear overtake our hope. Do not 
let us capitulate to lesser desires or false teachings. Grant 
us the faith to hope for nothing less than the redemption of 
the world that Jesus comes to bring. Give us the courage to 
participate in the new, good, life-giving thing, your near 
kingdom, present and coming. Amen. 

Discerning God’s kairos 
in the midst 

of our daily chronos

ADVENT DEVOTIONS – WEEK 1
NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 5, 2020

by Jill Duffi  eld, 
Presbyterian Outlook editor

Hope



TUESDAY  |  1 PETER 1:13-16 

Set your hope fully on grace. � is, Scripture tells us is how 
we prepare our minds for action. Focus and anticipate and 
hope in grace — not effi  ciency or power or intelligence 
or even wisdom, but grace. Hope in grace runs counter 
to our culture obsessed with righteousness or winning, 
consumption or acquiring. What would it mean to set your 
hope fully on grace today? 

For additional resources, go to pres-outlook.org.© 2020 Presbyterian Outlook

WEDNESDAY |  ROMANS 8:18-24 

� e whole of creation groans together in the pains of 
childbirth. When we survey our world, where do we hear it 
groaning? Paul insists these groans lead not to death but to 
new life in Christ. � is is the hope in which we are saved, 
for which we wait in patience. What diff erence does it 
make if today you reframe present suff ering as birth pangs? 
What new life is God ushering into the world? 

Gracious God, grace seems like a risky bet given the state of 
our hearts and the state of our world. Won’t those who hope in 
grace get exploited in the face of evil and sin? Besides, we take 
delight in seeing people get what we think should be coming 
to them. Help us to desire grace not only for ourselves, but 
for everyone. Show us again the unmatched, transformative 
power of your grace. Amen. 

God of new life, you send your Son to usher in redemption. 
Nothing can separate us from your love. We confess that 
our waiting for suff ering to end is not always marked by 
patience or hope. Despair creeps into our consciousness and 
we doubt that creation can survive, let alone thrive. Send 
your Spirit to intercede so that we might live in and act out 
of the hope of our faith. Amen. 

THURSDAY |  1 CORINTHIANS 13:7,13

� is most familiar of Bible passages reminds us of the 
intimate connection between hope and love. Love bears, 
believes, hopes and endures all things. � e love of God made 
manifest in our human relationships tethers us together and 
binds us to one another in ways that will not be undone by 
life’s myriad challenges. Consider those you love this day, 
those you are called to love, those you struggle to love. What 
are your hopes for them? 

Loving God, you unite us in Christ. Such intimacy is not 
our doing and we cannot undo it. Nonetheless, we often 
test this oneness and fail to bear, believe, hope and endure 
in love. Knowing your unfailing love for us, we pray to 
exhibit a love that hopes all things even for those we fi nd 
hard to love. May our stalwart love bear witness to your 
love for the world. Amen. 

FRIDAY |  JEREMIAH 29:10-14

God has plans for us, plans for our welfare and future. God 
promises to hear us when we call out and be found when we 
seek our Lord. When have you struggled to believe that God 
had plans – good plans – for you? Can you recall a time when 
you could not discern God’s providence in the moment, but 
could see how God’s good plans were evident in retrospect? 
Can this remembering give you hope for today? 

God of our past, present and future, when present 
circumstances baffl  e and challenge us, test and upend us, we 
struggle to see your good plans and we worry about the future. 
We know you promise to hear us when we call. We know your 
word is trustworthy and true. When we cannot yet perceive 
your providence, sustain us and give us hope until that time 
when we see your good plans for us come to fruition. Amen.  

SATURDAY |  LUKE 24:21

� is verse comes in the middle of the discourse between 
several of Jesus’ bereft disciples and the risen Christ. � ey 
voice their dashed hope to the One walking with them who 
fulfi lled it. � ey cannot yet see that their hope is not lost, but 
found and present right in front of them. How often is this 
true for us? Today prayerfully ask God for the vision to see 
God’s fulfi llment of promises right in front of you. 

Lord of all that is seen and unseen, even when we hope for 
that which you promise, we often fail to see your present 
and coming kingdom despite the fact that you are walking 
alongside us. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear the holy in 
our midst. Do not let our human expectations blind us to 
your divine inbreaking wherever and whenever it comes. 
Amen. 
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