
THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
PRELUDE If You but Suffer God to Guide You J. S. Bach (1685 - 1750)

THREE CHIMES

WORDS OF WELCOME Conley Zomermaand

CHORAL INTROIT (Hymn 451, verse 1) Open My Eyes, That I May See OPEN MY EYES
Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me.

Place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my eyes; illumine me, Spirit divine!

CALL TO WORSHIP Bill Hoff
One:  By grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God.
All:   For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
 that we should walk in them.
One:   Let us worship God!

*HYMN 612 We Praise You, O God KREMSER
We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; In grateful devotion our tribute we bring;

We lay it before You; we kneel and adore You; We bless Your holy name: glad praises we sing.
We worship You, God of our fathers and mothers; Through life’s storm and tempest our guide You have been;

When perils o’ertake us, You never forsake us, And with Your help, O Lord, our battles we win.
With voices united our praises we offer, Our songs of thanksgiving to You we now raise;

Your strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us, To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION Conley Zomermaand

One: …Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sins together:
All: God of grace, in Christ Jesus you proclaimed Your love for all creation. In times of duress our doubts and fears gain

strength.  We struggle to hear Your promises of life over the noise our own anxiety.  We worry not only for ourselves 
but for others who are vulnerable and for the whole world that is shaken.  We do not like being out of control, so 
we look for people to blame for our suffering even though our interdependence with all people is now abundantly 
clear.  In Your mercy, forgive our broken relations and failures of trust in You.  Wash us clean by the waters of 
baptism and lift us up in readiness to serve one another in the name of Jesus. Amen.

*SONG OF RESPONSE 423 (verses 1,2) Create in Us a Clean Heart, O God SARADAY
Create in us a clean heart, O God, create in us a Clean Heart, O God,
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us,

Restore to us the joy of your salvation, Restore to us the joy of your salvation,
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with your free Spirit.

    Moment of Silence and personal reflection

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE

*PASSING THE PEACE 
One: Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
All: Amen.

ANTHEM If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis (1505 - 1585)

FAITH SHARING WITH CHILDREN Emily Heeg

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Emily Heeg

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE READINGS:
Psalm 23: 1 - 6 OT Page 507
John 9: 1 - 12 NTPage 97

SERMON “Who Sinned?”:  A Question Gone Viral Bill Hoff

SOLO His Eye is On the Sparrow Charles Gabriel (1856 - 1932)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (saying ‘debts’ and ‘debtors’) Conley Zomermaand

DEDICATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 307 God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;

crown thine ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour,

for the facing of this hour.
Cure thy children's warring madness; bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.
Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore,
serving thee whom we adore.

*CHARGE AND BLESSING Bill Hoff

*CHORAL RESPONSE (Hymn 643) Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer Paul Manz (1919 - 2009)

    a movement for reconciliation
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March 22 The Fourth Sunday of Lent
 “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know.

I was blind but now I see.”
(John 9:25)

Have you ever been blind to something within yourself?  Describe a 
past experience of this.  Can you identify with the affirmation, “I was 
blind, but now I see!”?

March 23
Write about something in your life currently that is hard or unpleasant 
for you to think about.  Then center on God’s love and mercy for a few 
moments.  Keep writing if you can.

March 24
Write a prayer for an individual you know who was born into a very 
difficult struggle, interceding for them.

March 25
How has the one who identified himself as “light of the world” changed 
your vision of the world around you?  Has this new perspective ever 
brought you into conflict with others?

March 26
Do you think the link between misfortune and sin is still alive and well?  In 
this current pandemic, how do we try to make sense of the human toll and 
suffering?  Do abstract speculations serve as an evasion from action and 
commitment?

March 27
What realities about the experience of disabled persons does the story in 
John 9 (the blind man, his parents, neighbors and religious leaders) raise to 
visibility for you?

March 28
Reflect on a time when conflict within the faith community (church) proved to 
be the arena of God’s creativity out of which emerged something new.

Journal Prompts March 22 - 28
Instructions: Use whatever medium is going to best serve you in this daily practice! You 
could use a journal, Notes app, spare piece of paper or a voice note.

Invitation to a Lenten Spiritual Practice
Lent is an opportunity to become more grounded in who we are as beloved 
children of God. We encourage you to consider making space for daily 
journaling prompts throughout Lent as a way to prepare the ground of 
your life for bearing the fruit of Good News.

Preparing the Ground
  Riverside’s Journey through Lent to Easter
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