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Text: Ephesians 4:11-16 

Good morning!  I have truly enjoyed my time with you and hope that that things I 

have shared have contributed to and will continue to foster godly renewal in this 

church and in your hearts. 

To quickly recap, in our Pathways of Renewal series we’ve talked about renewal 

through listening to God, healing, rebalancing our lives, examining our values, and 

seeing ourselves with the eyes of Jesus.  Today we focus on becoming more like 

Jesus through the power of Christian community and strategic relationships that 

bring about mature discipleship. 

The passage we read in Ephesians 4:11-16 addresses the goal, the end point of 

today’s message.  I will be discussing different elements which help to make 

Paul’s vision a reality -- a church which is mature in Christ. 

Scripture teaches and I believe that one of God’s top priorities is to help 

individuals and the church become fully devoted lovers and followers of Jesus 

Christ.   

I have never talked with a committed Christian who said, “I want to remain an 

underdeveloped member of Christ’s body.  I want to go through life unaware of my 

gifts or what God has for me to do.  I don’t feel I need others in the church and 

community.” 

Committed Christian may not say this but we still struggle in various ways.  At 

times, we struggle with the shallowness of our faith or we nurture the hurt done to 

us.  We have felt separated from others through unforgiveness and judgmental 

attitudes.  We may have been reluctant to make the sacrifices required to be more 

faithful and mature.  Perhaps we have made compromises with our faith or our 

integrity.   

The truth is that each of us have areas of difficulty and need for growth.  All of us 

experience temptation.  We all have room to develop further…a lot of room when 

we consider that the standard for every Christian is to be like Jesus. 

Becoming more like Jesus is both an expectation of the Lord and a challenge for 

us.  Jesus said in John 14:12, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 



Becoming More Like Jesus, 2 

 

because I am going to the Father.”  If we are going to do the same works as Jesus, 

or even greater works, we must become like Jesus.  That only stands to reason.  No 

individual, no church can do the works of Jesus or greater works unless we are like 

him. 

In my ministry, I have worked with pastors and churches all over North America 

and around the globe.  I often see what gifted and committed men and women are 

doing for God, but I see much less of what God is doing through these people.  Did 

you get that difference?  What I see most often is what people are doing for God.  

However, I think Jesus is referring in John 14 to what he wants and intends to do 

through us to draw the world to himself.  People might dismiss what they see us 

doing.  However, when they see God-sized work being accomplished in the 

church, with God-sized love and God-sized compassion and care, they will be 

drawn to the Lord and be interested in learning more. 

I am convinced that if the church would emphasize and model for others what it 

means to have truly healthy relationships with God and others together with Holy 

Spirit empowered ministry, she could have a much more compelling witness for 

Christ in the world.  People are longing for what the followers of Christ have been 

given.  In order to do this, we must face a key challenge. 

 We have been hurt at times by the very ones with whom we are called to be 

in relationship. 

 The wounds you and I carry often come from those we have allowed to get 

close.  This has caused us to avoid the kind of community we so desperately 

need. 

 We have all been wounded in relationships and, if we are going to 

experience healing, it must also come through relationships. 

If I was to boil this challenge down to a single sentence it would be, “We have 

been wounded in community, but God has mandated that we must also be healed in 

community.”  It’s a paradox of faith and life that while people sometimes hurt us, 

God created us to need others.  God made us for community.  Wounded people 

heal best among a community of Christ-centered people who are committed to 

being safe for others.”  Protecting people from those who would judge, reject, and 

harm opens the way for radical grace, healing, renewal and restoration.  We cannot 

fulfill our calling in Christ without the aid of healthy relationships which help us to 

become more like Jesus.   

Sometimes we will be used by God to be vessels of healing to others and 

sometimes they will be used in the same way for us.  The fact is that we are made 

for one another.  Perhaps that is why there are over fifty passages using the 

phrase ‘one another’ in the Scriptures. 
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Having said this, I affirm that all of us have a lot of room to grow if we are going 

to be like Jesus and allow him to live his life in and through us.  We need a lot of 

help from God and we need a lot of help from other faithful followers.   

No one can become like Jesus on his or her own.  Christianity requires community.  

You and I are made to be part of the body of Christ, the church.   

In Matthew 18:20 Jesus said, “For where two or three have gathered together in my 

name, I am there in their midst.”  The mystery of faith is that there is greater power 

in the person and presence of Christ when we gather together than when we are 

isolated and scattered.  We need Jesus’ presence and power with us, fully 

functioning through us, to undertake the awesome work to which we are called as 

the people of God. 

The late, great theologian Dallas Willard said, “Personalities united can contain 

more of God and sustain the force of his greater presence much better than 

scattered individuals.  The fire of God kindles higher as the brands are heaped 

together and each is warmed by the other’s flame.  The members of the Body must 

be in contact (and remain so) if they are to sustain and be sustained by each other.” 

In my 47 years as a Christian and 40 years as an ordained pastor, I have 

experienced incredible blessings from Christian community.  Personal 

relationships, deepened through small group Bible studies, prayer and mission 

projects, have been the most significant means by which I’ve seen men and women 

mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Because of healthy Christian relationships, I have experienced the transforming 

power of biblical koinonia.  Koinonia is a Greek term which means true Christian 

fellowship in which the followers of Christ authentically share their pain and joy as 

they live their faith together and reach out to transform the world.  

This kind of authentic community helps us to keep serving even when we feel like 

giving up.  Authentic community helps us show Christ’s love, forgiveness and 

freedom to one another when we make mistakes or fail.  It empowers us to pray for 

one another and lift one another’s arms, as did Aaron and Hur when Moses grew 

weary in the battle (Exodus 17:12), thus ensuring a victory for the people of God.   

However, even when we desire to be fully devoted followers of Christ, we 

sometimes feel overwhelmed.  Like the disciples who complained about five 

loaves and two fish being completely inadequate to feed 5,000 men plus women 

and children (Luke 9:10-17), many of us have looked at our skills and resources 

and felt unable to meet the challenges being asked of us. 

The faith lesson of this experience is: God wants us to take our eyes off of 

ourselves and what we have to offer and turn again and again to Jesus and see  
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what Jesus wants to offer through us.  When the outlook is overwhelming, we 

need to remember the ‘up look.’ 

When we look up to God, instead of looking out at the insufficiency of our 

resources, or the resources of others, God changes our perspective.  The 

beautiful thing is that through community, God reminds us to do what Jesus did 

when faced with insurmountable needs.  We see this outlined in Luke 9:10-17.  

Let’s take a look at this passage and see what Jesus did. (Read passage.)  He 

looked up to God, blessed the gift, broke it and then gave it in faith.  We must 

do the same.  As we do, let us watch with expectancy for what the Holy Spirit will 

do with our faith offering.   

Authentic Christian community will remind us that we need to look to God and 

not to our resources when faced with a challenge.  Without faith enhancing 

relationships, we are easily tempted to focus on ourselves instead of being focused 

on the plentiful resources and the unlimited power of God. 

There is a reason that the Lord calls us to be the body of Christ and not an isolated 

believer.  You and I are made for community.  Healthy Christian community is 

not optional; it is essential.  Jane and I have felt the power of Christian 

community at Trinity and we are excited for you, Pastor Rittgers and the church 

staff to deepen and develop this gift. 

The importance of godly relationships in accomplishing the work of God and being 

faithful is reinforced throughout Scripture.  Let’s take a look at a few examples and 

the qualities of these relationships.  If Ephesians 4:11-16 was compared to a 

diamond, then each of the elements that follow is like a facet of this diamond. 

I will be filling in the blanks for the sermon listening guide for those who are 

interested in completing it.  Time will not allow me to go into detail about any of 

them, but I encourage you to read the passages and the notes I have provided to see 

examples of these ingredients at work. 

Ingredients of healthy, godly relationships: 

1. Delegating: Jethro with Moses 

 Exodus 18:13-27-Moses’ father in law, Jethro, counseled him to 

select able, trustworthy, God-fearing leaders to settle the disputes 

of the people instead of trying to do everything himself.  Godly 

leaders know their strengths and their weaknesses and raise up 

others in the body to use their gifts for God’s glory. 

2. Instructing: Moses with Joshua 
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 Exodus 17: 8-13-Moses instructed Joshua to do battle against the 

Amalekites, the enemies of God while he watched over the battle in 

prayer and helped his people prevail.  Leaders listen to God and 

instruct others about their unique role which results in the fulfillment 

of God’s plans. 

 Exodus 33:11-Joshua loved the presence of God and worshipping in 

the tent of meeting so much that he rarely left it.  Leaders know that 

there is no substitute for intimacy with God. 

 Numbers 27:15-23-This is the story of Joshua being chosen and 

appointed to be Moses’ successor.  Leaders know that a healthy 

church is built around the Lord and not around a charismatic 

leader. 

 Deuteronomy 34:9-Joshua was full of wisdom which he learned over 

the years under the close guidance of Moses and the anointing of God.  

Joshua was commissioned by Moses and enjoyed the respect and 

obedience of Israel as their leader.  Cultivating others to lead and 

knowing the type of leadership which is needed is essential to the 

ongoing health and vitality of the body of Christ. 

3. Challenging: Mordecai with Queen Esther 

 Esther 4:13-17, read all of chapter 4 for the context. 

 Through the manipulations of evil men, a law was passed to make it 

illegal to be a Jew and to practice one’s faith.  God raised up Esther 

to be Queen of the land and then to use her influence to come 

against those who were evildoers.  It takes a lot of courage, with 

great personal sacrifice at times to accomplish the work of God.  

We need to challenge one another in the body to be our best and 

to do what is right instead of doing what is expedient and selfish. 

 

4. Accepting: Mary the mother of Jesus had Elizabeth 

 Luke 1:39 ff-Mary was pregnant out of wedlock.  In humility, she 

went to visit her relative, Elizabeth.  Instead of rejection she 

found immediate acceptance.  Both Elizabeth and her unborn child, 
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who would one day become John the Baptist, bore witness in their 

spirits that Mary was anointed by God and was honoring God in her 

pregnancy. 

 The body of Christ needs to discern what attitudes we should have 

toward others.  Conventional wisdom is never adequate.  Radical 

acceptance, forgiveness, mercy and love should be the hallmark of 

the faithful and mature in Christ. 

5. Apprenticing: Jesus with his disciples 

 Luke 9:1-2-Jesus gave his power and authority to his disciples.  

The power of God enabled them to cast out demons, cure diseases and 

effectively proclaim the Kingdom of God.  Leaders of God impart 

their God-given authority to others in the body and raise them up 

for mature ministry. 

 John 20:21-23-Jesus imparted the Holy Spirit to his disciples and 

gave them authority to forgive sins.  Mature leaders help others 

experience forgiveness when they sin and support them as they 

begin again with God. 

 Acts 2-This passage talks about the birth of the church at Pentecost 

when the Holy Spirit was released on all flesh.  The Spirit came upon 

them as they prayed and waited in obedience to what Jesus had told 

them in Acts 1:4, “Wait until you receive power from on high.”  Part 

of leadership is knowing what others need for effective Kingdom 

work and showing them how to receive it and be open to God. 

6. Encouraging: Barnabas with Paul 

 Acts 4:36-Barnabas is the nickname of a man named Joseph who was 

a Levite and had become a Christian.  His nickname means ‘Son of 

encouragement.’ 

 

 Acts 9:26-30-Barnabas discerned that Paul’s conversion was 

authentic and advocated to the Apostles to hear Paul’s testimony.  

Barnabas put himself at risk and then stepped out in faith 

trusting in the Lord.  God calls mature leader to continually step 
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out into ministries which are beyond their innate capacity and 

trust God’s capacity to work magnificently and 

transformationally. 

 Acts 11:25-Barnabas recruited Paul to minister with him at the 

new church in Antioch.  He honored what he saw as Paul’s great 

potential for the Kingdom of God.  Mature leaders of God call forth 

and encourage the development of the gifts of others. 

 Acts 13:1ff-Barnabas and Paul were sent out by the church to do 

missions.  Growth in faith in never inwardly focused but 

outwardly oriented to transform the world in the name and power 

of Jesus Christ. 

 2 Timothy 4:11-This passage represents Barnabas’ advocacy for 

another young missionary by the name of John Mark.  Leaders 

understand that part of maturity is failing.  The goal is to help 

people learn from mistakes and keep pressing into God’s plan for 

their lives. 

7. Gifting/Anointing:  Paul with Timothy 

 2 Timothy 1:2, 6-Gifts were imparted to Timothy through the 

laying on of hands.  The leaders of God recognize and affirm the 

gifts of others and allow their expression in ministry. 

Let’s focus briefly but more specifically on Barnabas because there are some very 

powerful character qualities which we would benefit from praying for and 

encouraging in one another and the church as we seek to become more like Jesus. 

Character qualities of Barnabas: 

 

 Full of the Holy Spirit: Acts 11:22-26-Barnabas’ effectiveness in ministry 

was the result of his openness to being filled with and used by the Holy 

Spirit.  Being filled with the Spirit is an ongoing work of God.  It is not 

once and done.  We need to keep on being filled and that is what the Spirit 

does in response to our prayers and our open heart. 

 

 Humble: 

o Acts 4:37-Barnabas sold a field and generously gave the full amount 

to help the church. 
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o Acts 14:11-12-Initially, Barnabas had been the leader of the 

missionary journey.  Later on, he defers to Paul’s greater 

speaking gifts without taking offense.  If we want to be like Jesus, 

we pray for a sense of who God created us to be.  Our worth and value 

is grounded and secure in Christ and not in some title, position or 

salary. 

 

 Hospitable: Acts 9:26-28-Barnabas saw Paul’s heart and welcomed him 

first before the Apostles were willing to trust this man who was known 

for persecuting the Christian Church.  Leaders who are like Jesus 

provide a sense of warmth and welcome.  They read the hearts of others. 

 

 Discerning: Acts 11:22 –In Antioch, Barnabas was able to discern what the 

Holy Spirit was doing and went to get Paul to assist him because he knew 

Paul was a gifted orator and proponent of the faith.  Leaders discern the 

gifts needed for a ministry and deploy people accordingly. 

 

 Compassionate and generous:  

o Acts 4:37-Barnabas generously gave the land he sold to the Apostles. 

o Acts 11:22-26-Barnabas saw the spiritual hunger and need and knew 

how to fill it by bringing in Paul. 

o Acts 15: 37-40-Barnabas wanted to take the young John Mark on 

the second missionary journey even though he had left the first 

journey due to homesickness.  Paul refused but Barnabas saw the 

tender heart of this young man. 

 

 Life of Authentic, Contagious Evangelism: Acts 11:24-Barnabas is called a 

good man, full of the Holy Spirit with the gift of helping many to accept 

the Lord.  This fruit is normative as we become more like Jesus. 

 

 Courageous: Acts 13:3-4-Barnabas was willing to venture into unknown 

territory for the sake of the Gospel.  He put aside his comfort and ease 

for a higher calling.  So must we. 

 

 Zealous for what he believed: Acts 15:36-41; Barnabas was proved true in 

the end:  2Timothy 4:11 shows Paul asking for John Mark to be sent to 

him because ‘he is useful to me.’  This reveals that Barnabas was 

correct in his view of John Mark and helped him grow beyond his faults 

and immaturity into a significant leader of God. 

 

In the Christian life, everyone needs three levels of relationship.   

1. We need a Paul, a mentor, one who is further along in the faith to 

challenge us and keep us growing.   
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2. We need a Barnabas, an encourager, with the kinds of gifts I’ve 

discussed who comes alongside of us.   

3. We need a Timothy into whom we can pour our Christian wisdom, 

encouragement, strength and support as they seek to be like Jesus.   

 

There is no arrogant superiority or inferiority in such relationships.  When they are 

healthy, pure and holy, we help the other person discover his or her gifts and  

unique personality.  Our only goal is to help the other become more like Jesus.  We 

want everyone to be his or her best for God. 

 

Since this is a biblical model of Christian community the question is, “How are 

you doing with these three levels?”  Who is your Paul, your Mordecai, your 

Elizabeth?  Who is stretching you?  Who is your Barnabas-your sacred companion 

and spiritual friend?  Who is your Timothy, the person or persons God has called 

you to pour yourself into sacrificially? 

Because of healthy Christian community with others like your pastor, David 

Rittgers, I have become a better pastor and leader.  In turn, I have been able to 

encourage others to be more effective, faithful and fruitful.  I am more in love with 

Jesus today, more committed to his calling, more aware of my strengths and 

weaknesses, and more confident than ever that the One who began a good work in 

me will bring it to completion.   

I hope that you will pray for this kind of authentic Christian community in your 

church and Spirit empowered ministry in your community and the world.  As the 

church, God needs us to become a community of healing, a community hope, a 

community for justice, a community of Spirit-empowered leaders, a community of 

renewal like we have discussed for the past six weeks, who will show the world 

what it truly means to be like Jesus.  May it be so at Trinity.  God bless you as you 

and your pastor together step into this kind of Christian life and love!  Amen. 

Prayer: 

Lord God, how great and awesome you are.  You made us in your very own image 

and created us for community.  We acknowledge that we have failed to fully 

embrace this gift.  Too often we have resisted your call to relationships which are 

characterized by mature Christlikeness.  We have fallen short and settled for less 

than your best and your desire for us.  Therefore, the world has yet to see what the 

people of God can be when we are wholly devoted to you and in love with one 

another.  Forgive us, Lord.  Heal us in the ways we are broken.  Touch us once 

again.  Fill us and renew us.  We are hungry for more of you and the world is 

desperate for the love you want us to bestow on them through the power of Christ.  

Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit and your gifts on us, your people.  Touch and 
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renew us once again and help us to become more like Jesus.  In His name, we pray.  

Amen. 

Sermon Listening Guide 

“Becoming More Like Jesus” 

Dr. David Oliver 

July 28, 2019 

Ingredients of healthy, godly relationships: 

 

1. ____________: Jethro with Moses 

 Exodus 18:13-27-Jethro counseled Moses to select able, trustworthy, God-fearing 

leaders to settle the disputes of the people instead of trying to do everything himself.  

Godly leaders know their strengths and their weaknesses and raise up others in the 

body to use their gifts for God’s glory. 

2. __________: Moses with Joshua 

 Exodus 17: 8-13-Moses instructed Joshua to do battle against the Amalekites, the 

enemies of God while he watched over the battle in prayer and helped his people 

prevail.  Leaders listen to God and instruct others about their unique role which 

results in the fulfillment of God’s plans. 

 Exodus 33:11-Joshua loved the presence of God and worshipping in the tent of 

meeting so much that he rarely left it.  Leaders know that there is no substitute for 

intimacy with God. 

 Numbers 27:15-23-This is the story of Joshua being chosen and appointed to be 

Moses’ successor.  Leaders know that a healthy church is built around the Lord and 

not around a charismatic leader. 

 Deuteronomy 34:9-Joshua was full of wisdom which he learned over the years under 

the close guidance of Moses and the anointing of God.  Joshua was commissioned by 

Moses and enjoyed the respect and obedience of Israel as their leader.  Cultivating 

others to lead and knowing the type of leadership which is needed is essential to the 

ongoing health and vitality of the body of Christ. 

3. _____________: Mordecai with Queen Esther 

 Esther 4:13-17, read all of chapter 4 for the context. 

 Through the manipulations of evil men, a law was passed to make it illegal to be a 

Jew and to practice one’s faith.  God raised up Esther to be Queen of the land and 

then to use her influence to come against those who were evildoers.  It takes a lot of 

courage, with great personal sacrifice at times to accomplish the work of God.  We 

need to challenge one another in the body to be our best and to do what is right 

instead of doing what is expedient and selfish. 

4. ____________: Mary the mother of Jesus had Elizabeth 

 Luke 1:39 ff-Mary was pregnant out of wedlock.  In humility, she went to visit her 

relative, Elizabeth.  Instead of rejection she found immediate acceptance.  Both 

Elizabeth and her unborn child, who would one day become John the Baptist, bore 

witness in their spirits that Mary was anointed by God and was honoring God. 

 The body of Christ needs to discern what attitudes we should have toward others.  

Conventional wisdom is never adequate.  Radical acceptance, forgiveness, mercy and 

love should be the hallmark of the faithful and mature in Christ. 

5. ______________: Jesus with his disciples 

 Luke 9:1-2-Jesus gave his power and authority to his disciples.  The power of God 

enabled them to cast out demons, cure diseases and effectively proclaim the Kingdom 
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of God.  Leaders of God impart their God-given authority to others in the body and 

raise them up for mature ministry. 

 John 20:21-23-Jesus imparted the Holy Spirit to his disciples and gave them authority 

to forgive sins.  Mature leaders help others experience forgiveness when they sin and 

support them as they begin again with God. 

 Acts 2-This passage talks about the birth of the church at Pentecost when the Holy 

Spirit was released on all flesh.  The Spirit came upon them as they prayed and 

waited in obedience to what Jesus had told them in Acts 1:4, “Wait until you receive 

power from on high.”  Part of leadership is knowing what others need for effective 

Kingdom work and showing them how to receive it and be open to God. 

6. _____________: Barnabas with Paul 

 Acts 4:36-Barnabas is the nickname of a man named Joseph who was a Levite and 

had become a Christian.  His nickname means ‘Son of encouragement.’ 

 Acts 9:26-30-Barnabas discerned that Paul’s conversion was authentic and advocated 

to the Apostles to hear Paul’s testimony.  Barnabas put himself at risk and then 

stepped out in faith trusting in the Lord.  God calls mature leader to continually step 

out into ministries which are beyond their innate capacity and trust God’s capacity to 

work magnificently and transformationally. 

 Acts 11:25-Barnabas recruited Paul to minister with him at the new church in 

Antioch.  He honored what he saw as Paul’s great potential for the Kingdom of God.  

Mature leaders of God call forth and encourage the development of the gifts of others. 

 Acts 13:1ff-Barnabas and Paul were sent out by the church to do missions.  Growth in 

faith in never inwardly focused but outwardly oriented to transform the world in the 

name and power of Jesus Christ. 

 2 Timothy 4:11-This passage represents Barnabas’ advocacy for another young 

missionary by the name of John Mark.  Leaders understand that part of maturity is 

failing.  The goal is to help people learn from mistakes and keep pressing into God’s 

plan for their lives. 

7. ________/_________:  Paul with Timothy 

 2 Timothy 1:2, 6-Gifts were imparted to Timothy through the laying on of hands.  

The leaders of God recognize and affirm the gifts of others and allow their expression 

in ministry. 

 

Character qualities of Barnabas: 

 

1. ______ of the Holy Spirit: Acts 11:22-26-Barnabas’ effectiveness in ministry was the 

result of his openness to being filled with and used by the Holy Spirit.  Being filled with 

the Spirit is an ongoing work of God.  It is not once and done.  Most of us tend to leak so 

we need to keep on being filled and that is what the Spirit does in response to our prayers 

and our open heart. 

2. __________: Acts 4:37-Barnabas sold a field and generously gave the full amount to help 

the church. 

 Acts 14:11-12-Initially, Barnabas had been the leader of the missionary journey.  

Later on, he defers to Paul’s greater speaking gifts without taking offense.  If we want 

to be like Jesus, we pray for a sense of who God created us to be.  Our worth and 

value is grounded and secure in Christ and not in some title, position or salary. 

3. _____________: Acts 9:26-28-Barnabas saw Paul’s heart and welcomed him first before 

the Apostles were willing to trust this man who was known for persecuting the Christian 
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Church.  Leaders who are like Jesus provide a sense of warmth and welcome.  They read 

the hearts of others. 

4. _____________: Acts 11:22 –In Antioch, Barnabas was able to discern what the Holy 

Spirit was doing and went to get Paul to assist him because he knew Paul was a gifted 

orator and proponent of the faith.  Leaders discern the gifts needed for a ministry and 

deploy people accordingly. 

5. Compassionate and ___________: Acts 4:37-Barnabas generously gave the land he sold 

to the Apostles. 

 Acts 11:22-26-Barnabas saw the spiritual hunger and need and knew how to fill it by 

bringing in Paul. 

 Acts15: 37-40-Barnabas wanted to take the young John Mark on the second 

missionary journey even though he had left the first journey due to homesickness.  

Paul refused but Barnabas saw the tender heart of this young man. 

6. Life of _____________, Contagious Evangelism: Acts 11:24-Barnabas is called a good 

man, full of the Holy Spirit with the gift of helping many to accept the Lord.  This fruit is 

normative as we become more like Jesus. 

7. _______________: Acts 13:3-4-Barnabas was willing to venture into unknown territory 

for the sake of the Gospel.  He put aside his comfort and ease for a higher calling.  So 

must we. 

8. _____________ for what he believed: Acts 15:36-41; he was proved true in the end:  

2Timothy 4:11 shows Paul asking for John Mark to be sent to him because ‘he is useful 

to me.’  This reveals that Barnabas was correct in his view of John Mark and helped him 

grow beyond his faults and immaturity into a significant leader of God. 

 

Three Levels of Relationship 

1. Paul--Someone further along the journey 

2. Barnabas--A sacred companion 

3. Timothy--Someone in whom we will invest 
 

 

 

 


