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The Cabinet and I write to you with gratitude and respect for the way you have navigated the past eight months. The 
global pandemic, reckoning with racial justice, and the rolling restart of local churches - any one of those alone 
would be a huge challenge. Yet, you have faced them all with a perseverance and passion that comes from Christ 
our Lord.  
 
While we continue to pray for a successful vaccine, we also recognize that we must plan for several more months of 
this unprecedented season. You already know that Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas will be different in 2020. 
However, many of you are focusing on the question, “How can we reach more people than ever this year?”  The 
Holy Spirit is at work giving us fresh visions and dreams for ministry! 
 
We draw your attention to the way John Wesley’s General Rules continue to provide the guidance we need: 
 
1. First, do no harm. 
Acting with an abundance of caution, you have helped lower the rate of infection by using masks, frequent hand 
washing, and appropriate distancing. Protocols are in place for sanitizing church buildings and providing safe 
movement for people. Some are offering services designed specifically for medically fragile persons. Thank you for 
continuing all of these best practices.  
 
2. Second, do all the good you can. 
You have done this in a myriad of ways: adding online worship, Bible study, and prayer times; helping schools, 
hospitals, and nursing homes; and now you have resumed in-person worship and other gatherings based on your 
own awareness of conditions in your community. Close collaboration between pastors and lay leadership is 
absolutely essential to effectiveness in the local church. One important area for this collaboration is in addressing 
the question of what happens if a member of the church tests positive for the coronavirus. 
 
3. Third, attend upon all the ordinances of God. 
In addition to worship, Bible study, and prayer opportunities - both online and in-person - we have reacquainted 
ourselves with the early Methodist tradition of the Agape meal when Holy Communion is not feasible. With the 
resumption of in-person services, many churches are utilizing best practices to offer Communion in ways that 
reduce the likelihood of spreading infection. We commend the intentionality with which our clergy and laity are 
developing ways of serving Holy Communion that are safe and yet do not diminish the profound meaning of the 
sacrament.  
 
For all the interruptions and uncertainties of 2020, one thing emerges with great clarity: church matters. Local 
churches are the glue of every community. What you do makes a difference. Thanks be to God that you have been 
strategically placed to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ in such a time as this. 
 
Alive Together at the Table, 
Bishop R. Lawson Bryan & the South Georgia Cabinet 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Ministry: 
 
Greetings from Wesleyan College, one of two Methodist colleges in the South 
Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. Just as you all 
experienced, our Wesleyan community accommodated dramatic changes this 
year. We adjusted the way we live and learn together in order to protect each 
other from the coronavirus while continuing to offer the same high quality, 
meaningful experiences both in and out of the classroom for 
which Wesleyan is known. We are grateful for the many words of 
encouragement and support we have received from our United Methodist 
network, especially from South Georgia churches and individuals and through 
support from the Georgia United Methodist Commission on Higher Education.  
 



As you know, Wesleyan College was the first college in the world chartered to 
grant degrees to women, and since 1836 we have proudly prepared 
undergraduate women for service to churches, communities, schools, 
businesses and, more recently, health professions. Our Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing major produces our largest number of graduates each year, followed 
by Business, Psychology, Biology, and Education. Many of these graduates 
remain in Georgia, sharing their gifts of healing, teaching, administration, 
service, mercy, and ministry to name just a few of the “Gifts of the Spirit.” 
 
Sunday, November 8, has been designated Wesleyan College Sunday in 
the South Georgia Conference, and we need your help. We hope you will 
call attention to the good work that Wesleyan is doing—either on this 
Sunday or another Sunday during November or December.  
 
Here are some ways you can do this. 

• For those of you who worship remotely, you could use this three-
minute video as a part of your service or post it on your website. 

• You could also share this brief written message in your service, on 
your website, or in your church newsletter. 

• You could put this ad for Wesleyan College in your newsletter or on 
your website. 

• In the future, when in-person worship and travel are safe, we can 
identify a student or alumna to say a few words about Wesleyan—
perhaps someone in your church or your community.  

 
Whichever day you designate as Wesleyan Sunday, we ask you to 
remember Wesleyan; to pray for our students, faculty, staff, alumnae, and 
trustees; to encourage women and girls to consider our undergraduate 
programs; and to encourage women and men to consider our graduate 
programs in business, psychology, and education. Please let us know what we 
can do to assist you in your ministry. 
 
 
Sincerely 

 

The Reverend Dr. Vivia L. Fowler, President 
  

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Virtual Thanksgiving Agape Meal Planned for  
November 22nd 

 
 

 
Bishop Lawson and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan invite the South Georgia Conference to join them in a virtual 
Thanksgiving Agape Meal at 6 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 22. 

Intended to be a time of Christian fellowship and an opportunity to gather together virtually, the 
Thanksgiving Agape Meal will include music, guided prayer, time for contemplation, and personal 
witness.  

“We held a conference-wide Agape Meal last spring and I was thrilled at the overwhelming response 
of our annual conference,” Bishop Bryan said. “Many participants told me this experience gave them 
the sense of connection to others that they had been missing. So now I am eagerly anticipating how 
this Agape Meal will unite us to celebrate Thanksgiving in a way that is deeply meaningful.” Read 
more 

 

 

 



 

Thanksgiving at Lake Junaluska 
November 25-27, 2020 

Start a new tradition this Thanksgiving 
at Lake Junaluska. Enjoy an exquisite 
Thanksgiving feast in the mountains of 
Western North Carolina at The Terrace 

lakeside hotel, and see Lake Junaluska decorated for the holiday 
season. Packages include a holiday meal, lodging at The Terrace 
hotel and boxed continental breakfasts. Pricing starts at $309 for 
two nights and $388 for three nights  
To book or check available package dates, 
email reservations@lakejunaluska.com or call 800-222-4930 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

Make a Reservation 

reservations@lakejunaluska.com 
800-222-4930 
Book Now 

 
The Holidays at Lake Junaluska 

November 23, 2020 - January 10, 2021 
Let the nostalgic charm of Appalachian hospitality warm you this holiday season at 
Lake Junaluska. During our 7-week celebration, get in the spirit with Christmas 
decorations throughout our lakeside village with lights, garlands and wreaths. 
Located near Maggie Valley and Waynesville, our peaceful lakeside village is a 
short drive from Asheville and Biltmore. Come for a peaceful getaway or plan a 
special family gathering on Thanksgiving weekend, Christmas week and New 
Year’s Eve. 

While this year will look a little different due to COVID-19 precautions, we will offer 
plenty of ways to celebrate the season with your family. Big events, such as Appalachian Christmas, will not return in 
2020. However, we will add more intimate experiences to enjoy throughout the season. 

We will certainly not cut back on decorating! Once again, more than 70 volunteers from the Lake Junaluska community 
will come together to decorate dozens of areas around the lake and the extensive displays inside the historic Lambuth 
Inn. 

Check Availability Online 



Howard Chapel UMC Stays Connected With 
Unlikely Combination 

 

The unlikely combination of fruit and 
technology are helping one South Georgia 
pastor stay connected to her congregation 
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Like other churches, Howard Chapel 
United Methodist Church in Dublin 
suspended all in-person activities in 
March. But with a mostly older and 
vulnerable congregation, Rev. Cleo 
Gilchrist hasn’t yet felt comfortable re-
starting in-person worship services. 
 
It’s been hard being away from one 
another for nearly seven months, she 
said. 

 
“I’m a people person, and I didn’t really get to know my members well before COVID kicked in,” said 
Rev. Gilchrist, who began serving Howard Chapel UMC in July 2019. “My PPR chair and I talked 
about how I could get to know the members better and keep in touch.” 
 
Enter scuppernongs. Those sweet, green, and oh-so-Southern of fruits have helped her stay 
connected to church members. 
 
On birthdays, when someone is sick or diagnosed with COVID-19, or just because, she and Cheryl 
King, Howard Chapel UMC’s Pastor-Parish Relations Committee chairwoman, will deliver a basket 
full of the large grapes to the person’s front porch. A note accompanies the treat, telling the recipient 
that they’re loved and being prayed for. 
 
Rev. Gilchrist and King have delivered other such “porch surprises” like flowers, meals, and Upper 
Room devotionals to those who are homebound, having surgery, or are in the hospital. They brighten 
people’s days, King said, and lets them know they’re cared for. 
 
“People need to know you care and are concerned about them,” said King. “We never know how it’s 
touching them spiritually.” 
 
Even in the midst of the pandemic, these efforts have helped Rev. Gilchrist better know her 
neighbors, the congregation, and the people in the community. 
 
“We found that (the porch surprises) really stirred the members,” she said. “My goal has been to get 
to know the members of my church and the community, the people around the church. You have to 
be intentional, you have to go out and talk to people and let them know you understand how they 
feel.” 
 



Relationships are important, Rev. Gilchrist said, and to maintain and build their relationships with one 
another those in the Howard Chapel UMC congregation have stretched themselves and embraced 
technology. 
 
More than 20 people are meeting together for Bible study every Wednesday via teleconference. 
They’ve studied Ezekiel, Daniel, Revelation, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. 
 
“Media has brought the church closer together than I could have, I believe,” she said. “Like Bishop 
Bryan said, it has stretched me, and it has stretched our members. Never would I have gotten them to 
read as much as they’ve read. We’re reading scripture in depth and are enjoying it.” 
 
The congregation also “gathers” online each Sunday morning to worship, and every second Sunday 
of the month they share an online Love Feast. Videos of services are published and shared on 
YouTube. 
 
Church members have stepped outside their comfort zones and have embraced technology, Rev. 
Gilchrist said. Nearly everyone has a cell phone and has learned how to use applications and access 
YouTube. 
 
“They really like Zoom because they can see each other. I have a 90-year-old learning how to do 
Zoom!” 
 
Learning, embracing, and using technology are helping the congregation stay connected when they 
can’t physically be together, but technology is also helping break down walls between the 
congregation and the community. 
 
“It’s growing our church. It’s changing them,” Rev. Gilchrist said. “It’s helping us reach out. Now we’re 
fellowshipping with the community and hearing that they have the same needs and thoughts we 
have.” 
 
But the low-tech methods – a phone call, a handwritten note, a safe in-person visit, or a love basket 
left on a porch – are just as important to keeping in touch, King said. 
 
“It’s just those little things,” she said. “If it matters to me as a person, I know it will mean a whole lot to 
other people.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christ UMC Gives Away Hundreds of Free Pumpkins at 
Reimagined Fall Event 

 
 

 

For 25 years, Christ United Methodist Church in Warner Robins has been known as “the Pumpkin 
Patch church.” 

The annual fall event has raised nearly $125,000 for local ministry groups and mission agencies like 
Wesley Glen Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, the local food pantry, and the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

But this year, because of the global coronavirus pandemic, church leaders didn’t think it wise to host 
a community event that attracts hundreds of children, youth, and adults. 

So they reimagined their long-standing tradition and decided to give pumpkins away at a safe, 
socially distanced event rather than sell them. Read more 

 

 

 

 



Crossroads UMC to Serve as Conference’s Disaster 
Storehouse 

 

 

Constructed during the church building boom of the early 1990s, Crossroads United Methodist 
Church’s Family Activities Building – a sprawling 3,750 square foot building that once hosted 
community gatherings, large meals, youth events, and more – now sits virtually empty. 

Because of the coronavirus crisis, these large gatherings have, for now, ceased, but the church’s 
leadership didn’t want the building to go totally unused. 

So when they heard of the Conference’s need for space to house disaster kits and supplies, it was 
easy to say yes, said Rev. Grant Abernathy, pastor of Crossroads UMC in Perry. 

“Something we were just talking about as a church was how we could be an instrument for the 
community. We had already had that conversation,” Rev. Abernathy said. “We saw the need and 
responded.” Read more 

 
 

 



Longest-Serving Conference Employee Celebrates 30th 
Anniversary 

 
 

 

This month we celebrate Eleanor Dickson’s 30th anniversary as part of the South Georgia 
Conference staff. We are grateful to Eleanor for her faithful service over the years, and for the impact 
her ministry has had on our clergy, their families, our lay staff, and our entire Conference. While it’s 
impossible to encapsulate 30 years of ministry into one article, we want to celebrate Eleanor and 
thank her for her three decades of ministry and service. 

Capable. Highly regarded. Advocate. 

Eleanor Dickson, who on Oct. 15 celebrated 30 years of ministry and service with the South Georgia 
Conference, is the Conference’s longest-serving employee. 

Dedicated, diligent, and hardworking, Dickson’s favorite part of her job is the people. 

“The people I work with are really what make the job,” said Dickson, who serves as South Georgia’s 
assistant director for pensions and benefits and also as the conference’s part-time human resources 
officer. “I don’t just mean the staff in the office, it’s the whole extended family – the clergy, the 
treasurers, everyone.” Read more 

 



 

 

 

 
September 8, 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends,       
 
Please be advised that Epworth By The Sea’s campus will be closed to the general 
public beginning September 22 until January 1, 2021.  We will be housing salvage 
personnel  critical to the removal of the Golden Ray from the Saint Simons Sound.  
The workers will be sequestered on our campus to prevent any exposure to 
COVID-19.   Only the property of Epworth By The Sea will be affected.  Arthur J. 
Moore Drive will be closed at the north and south entrances to the property.  
Margaret Pitts Drive will be monitored by security for staff, vendors and other 
personnel authorized to be on site.  No pedestrian or bike traffic will be 
permitted.  Security will be on site 24 hrs/day to ensure the safety of the workers.    
Lovely Lane Chapel services will be allowed each Sunday from 8:45-9:45 AM.   
Entry to the Arthur J. Moore Methodist Museum will be by appointment only 
(912) 638-4050.  
 
I am sorry for any inconvenience that this action may cause.  I am sure you all will 
agree that the safety of the workers is paramount and the need to remove the 
wreck is a priority.  We look forward to reopening the campus for your enjoyment 
after the workers depart.  For any questions specific to the removal of the ship, 
please visit ssiresponse.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Joel Willis 
 



 
 

This email is to let you know that the September 17 Sexual Ethics Workshop you registered for has been 
canceled as an in-person workshop and is moving to a virtual format in October.  I am appreciative of your patience 

as we navigate the best way to meet the requirements for clergy to attend regular seminars around this important topic 

during a time when a gathering of 90+ clergy is not deemed safe. An email was sent to all clergy regarding how we will 

move forward with the workshops for this coming year. (Click here to read the email). You should have received it, but I 

wanted to reach out directly to those who have already registered for the Fall workshop. Your registration will 

automatically be transferred to the October workshop. 

By mid-to-late October, you will receive a link to four pre-recorded videos. You will have two weeks to watch the videos. 

After the two-week time period you will participate in one of nine Zoom discussion meetings. I am providing nine options, 

both to allow for flexibility in your schedule and to allow for smaller and more manageable group sizes for better 

discussions.  

I am working on the material now and am finalizing the date to record the videos. Once that date is determined, I will 

announce the exact two-week window for posting the videos and set the dates for the Zoom discussion meetings. Kate 

Tyler, my assistant, will send you an email with details so you can plan your schedule for watching the videos. At that time 

you will also  receive instructions on signing up to participate in one of the Zoom discussion meetings. 

Please respond to Kate at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com to let her know you received this email. We will transfer your 

registration and payment. For those of you who have not paid, Kate will be in touch. 

Again, I want to say how appreciative I am of your patience and flexibility around all of this. Keep this process and me in 

your prayers as I put together this material in a way that speaks to our collective minds, hearts, and souls while 

maintaining the sacred trust we share as clergy.  

For questions, please email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com.  

Gratefully, 

Deborah 



 
 



 
 

This email is to let you know that the virtual Sexual Ethics Workshop you registered for will be 
released Friday, October 30th 

Virtual Format 

Beginning October 30, we will post seven videos (each lasting around 30 minutes), for you to watch. You will then have at 

least a week to complete watching these videos before you participate in one of three Zoom Live Discussion opportunities 

of your choosing. The Zoom discussions will be offered on three different dates in hopes that one of those is convenient, 

so please make every opportunity to clear your calendar and be ready to Zoom with no distractions. (See below as to 

further instructions.) During the discussions there will be “breakout rooms” for small group interaction. Again, this 

mandatory Zoom event will last approximately two hours and will be facilitated by Deborah Wight-Knight. You will need 

computer access with reliable internet to complete the requirements; both to watch the videos and to participate in a Zoom 

Live Discussion session. Again, you must attend one of the three Zoom Live Discussion meetings in order to get credit. 

After you complete this process, you will receive a CEU certificate. Further details will be forthcoming on October 30. 

Zoom Discussion Sign Up 

We have chosen SignUp.com to organize our upcoming Zoom meetings. Click the link below and choose what date works 

best for you. If you have a conflict and cannot participate on one of these days, please contact Kate Tyler at 478-929-

1032. 

Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 

1) Click this link to see our Sign Up on SignUp.com: https://signup.com/go/cLAVXZn 

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot you like. 

3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on SignUp.com. 

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please 

contact me and I can sign you up manually.We know this will be new and different. Our desire is to make this opportunity 

flexible as to when you watch the videos while also allowing the important aspect of discussion around some of these 

complex topics.  

For questions, please email Kate at cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. 



Faith and Service Coordinator 
Department of Student Affairs, Wesleyan College 

 
The Faith and Service Coordinator, under the direction of the Director of the Lane Center for Service and Leadership, serves to 
empower students to live out their faith and values through service. Primary responsibilities are planning, developing, advising, and 
carrying out campus ministry programming in collaboration with the college’s Ackerman/Hurdle Chaplaincy Chair. This includes 
advisement of faith-based student organizations, campus and community service, and campus ministry programming. 
 
Functional Description 

• Connects students to faith and service opportunities to create unity amongst the campus community. 
• Works collaboratively with the Director of the Lane Center to advance shared goals for deepening a sense of community, 

service, and spiritual unity within the College. 
• Oversees the area of civic engagement including the planning and execution of service learning programs. Plans and 

promotes biannual WOW! A Day activities and other civic engagement opportunities to promote student service and build 
community partnerships.  

• Plans and implements meaningful community service and immersion opportunities, alternative Spring Break activities, and 
retreats that help students better understand connections between experiential learning and faith.  

• Serve as the primary contact for all recognized, faith-based campus organizations and councils to operate at their optimum 
effectiveness and advises students in the development of effective campus programming as outlined in the Student 
Organization Manual.  

• Provides mentorship and guidance for the Wesleyan Disciples and Wesleyan Servant Leaders program. 
• Coordinates the planning, administration, and execution of monthly ministerial programming under the leadership of the 

Ackerman/Hurdle Chaplaincy Chair. 
• Collaborates with Wesleyan College Ackerman/Hurdle Chaplaincy Chair in supporting the increasing diversity of the college 

by providing opportunities for students, faculty, and staff of all faiths to join in discussion about the importance of faith and 
personal values. 

 
Qualifications 

● Bachelor’s degree from a nationally accredited college or university is required; master’s degree in Theology, Ministry, 
Student Affairs, Pastoral Studies, or related field preferred. 

● Minimum of two years’ experience in campus or community ministry and experience in higher education administration, 
civic engagement, and/or student engagement.  

● Ministerial experience or experience directly transferrable to campus ministry is required. 
● Understanding of the role of service and volunteer initiatives is preferred. 
● Skills in communication, flexibility, organization, pastoral leadership, and community development are required. Skills in 

specialized ministry style (i.e. music ministry), collegiate ministry, and spiritual care are preferred.  
● Candidates must have a developed Christian ethic, interpersonal skills and proven ability to work within a culturally diverse 

organization, with a clear commitment to racial justice and interfaith engagement.  
 
Appointment, Salary, & Benefits 
Full time, 12 month position including benefits and annual salary. Some weekend and night responsibilities are required in addition 
to regular weekday work. Reports to the Director of the Lane Center for Service & Leadership with additional responsibilities 
assigned by the College Chaplain. 
 
Other Responsibilities 

● Participate as a member of the Student Affairs team and the Wesleyan College community by assisting with campus 
activities and attending events.  

● Other duties as assigned by the Director of the Lane Center for Service and Leadership or the Ackerman/Hurdle Chaplaincy 
Chair. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
Hurricane Season 2020 

Volunteers Needed! 

  
In Advance of the upcoming season, we are looking to train volunteers in the following areas: 

Disaster Shelter Teams  
Volunteers are needed to support the day-to-day activities within a shelter which may include working 
in reception, registration, feeding, dormitory, information, or other areas within a shelter during a 
disaster. Free online training will be provided. If the need arises, volunteers are asked to commit 
to multiple local shifts of 4, 6 or 12 hours each. For those able to travel outside of their local area, a 
commitment of at least 14 consecutive days, working 8 – 12-hour shifts are required.  
  
Disaster Health Services Teams  
Are you a licensed healthcare professional? If so, we also have an urgent need for health care workers 
to help and healthcare to shelter residents during a disaster. Free online training will be 
provided. Volunteers may be asked to commit to multiple local shifts of 4, 8 or 12 hours each. For those 
able to travel outside of their local area, a commitment of at least 14 consecutive days, working 8 – 12-
hour shifts are required. Licensed required: RN, LPN, LVN, EMT, Paramedic, MD, DO, PA, NP, APRN.   
 
  

To Apply visit www.redcross.org/volunteertoday.  
Questions? Contact the American Red Cross  

Georgia Region Volunteer Services Team 
404-575-3749 

GARecruit@redcross.org 



 

 
 

Responding to Hurricane Laura  
Hurricane Laura made landfall near Cameron, La., about 35 miles east of the Texas border, early Thursday as a Category 
4 storm, one of the most powerful to strike the Gulf Coast in decades.  

When a part of our connection is impacted, we are impacted. Our connectional system is at its best when we come 
together to help those in need. Please continue to be in prayer for all those in the path of Hurricane Laura. We will 
continue to keep you informed as we are made aware of needs. 

Below are four things we can all do now to help those impacted by this storm: 

1. Pray. Please continue to pray for those whose lives have been affected by Hurricane Laura. Please also pray for the 
First Responders through the search and rescue phase of this response, Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, 
and the many volunteers in the Texas and Louisiana Conferences of The United Methodist Church who are working 
tirelessly to provide relief and assess immediate needs. 
  

2. Give. Give to relief and recovery efforts.  

• Donate online 
• Give through your local church to SGA Conference Advance #6798: Disaster Response - 

Outside SGA  
• Mail a check to the Administrative Services Office made out to the South Georgia Conference 

and earmarked Conference Advance #6798 - Hurricane Laura Relief (address: PO Box 
7727, Macon, GA 31209). 

• Give through UMCOR to US Disaster Response #901670 
  

3. Wait. Please do not deploy until our Conference Disaster Response team receives a call for volunteers. Our 
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Luis Morales, will provide information for the District Disaster Response 
Coordinators and the ERT teams to deploy as soon as it is secure, safe, and sanitary and the Texas Conference and/or 
Louisiana Conference have issued an invitation for teams. 

Also, please do not begin collecting or sending goods and supplies until we have clear direction for what is 
needed to best assist the areas. UMCOR is already at work and has already staged thousands of flood buckets in the 
area. While we all want to be helpful during this time, we also don’t want to contribute to the “second disaster.” In the 
months and weeks to come, there may be a need to help replenish Sager Brown’s supply. We will communicate if there is 
a time to produce those buckets. While we all want to be helpful during this time, we also do not want to contribute to the 
“second disaster” in which well intended donations are not an actual need (or there are no current avenues for 
distribution) allowing items to collect and do harm by becoming a burden to responders.  



  

4. Connect. Stay connected to the conferences that have been impacted through their websites and Facebook pages for 
updated, timely information: 

Louisiana Annual Conference: 
Website: https://www.la-umc.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/louisianaconference 

Texas Annual Conference: 
Website: https://www.txcumc.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/txumc 
  

Questions 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. We will continue to keep you updated through 
our website and Facebook page as assessments are made and invitations are given for outside ERT teams to go into 
these areas if needed. Praying for all those affected and displaced from this storm.   

Luis Morales 
South Georgia Conference Disaster Coordinator 
morhilll@gmail.com 
  
Allison Lindsey 
Director, Office of Connectional Ministries 
allison@sgaumc.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Responding in Tennille 
On September 16, the remnants of Hurricane Sally soaked much of 
Georgia. Jean Boone, who lives in Tennille, wasn’t spared the 
storm’s wrath. Several inches of floodwater entered her home and 
her tin roof leaked into her dining room. Luis Morales, Conference 
Disaster Response Coordinator, and Rob Belknap, North Central 
District Disaster Response Coordinator, learned of her situation 
from Rev. Gary Griffin, pastor of Piney Mount United Methodist 
Church. On Saturday, Sept. 26, they visited Boone and assessed 
her situation. They removed a trailer full of damaged, unwanted 
items from the home, cleared flood debris and other materials from 
a culvert in the yard to improve drainage, and helped with additional 
cleanup.  



Lay Servant Trainings 
 

 

2020 Class Dates  
 

College Place UMC, Brunswick 
Nov. 6 – 7 (Advanced) Register here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW ZOOM BASIC CLASS 
 
Hey friends!  We have just added another zoom offering for Basic Lay Servants. Can you share and spread the 
word in your district?  Our zoom classes have been so popular that we’ve had to cancel some of our in-person 
trainings and move them to zoom!  Here are all the details: 
  
Basic Class- 
Register here: https://sgaumc-reg.brtapp.com/OnlineBasicLSMTrainingNovember2020 
Tuesday, November 10th 6-8pm 
Thursday, November 12th 6-8pm 
Tuesday, November 17th 6-8pm 
Thursday, November 19th 6-8pm 
Zoom Class Registration Fee: $25 
  
Let me know if you have any questions!  Thanks for spreading the word! 
  
Anne Bosarge 
Multi-Campus Director, The Chapel Ministries 
Associate Director, Office of Congregational Development, South Georgia Conference 
www.thechapelministries.com 
anne@thechapelministries.com 
912-262-1331 (work) 
912-270-0474 (cell) 
www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com 
www.getoutofthatbox.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT CHARGE CONFERENCES 
November - December 

 
November 1 11:00 a.m. Howard Chapel 
  4:00 p.m. Swift Creek 
  6:00 p.m. Gordon 
November 2 6:00 p.m. Harvest 
November 3 6:00 p.m. Forest Hills 
November 4 6:00 p.m. Vineville 
November 8 9:00 a.m. Christ 
  10:30 a.m. Martha Bowman 
  6:00 p.m. Brewton Charge 
November 9 6:00 p.m. Dublin First 
November 10 6:00 p.m. Deepstep 
November 11 6:00 p.m. Hawkinsville First 
November 15 11:00 a.m. Pine Forest 
  2:00 p.m. Pine Hill 
  4:00 p.m. Moore’s Chapel/Bethel @ Moore’s Chapel 
November 16 6:00 p.m. Buckhorn 
November 17 6:00 p.m. Allentown/Danville/Wesley Chapel @ Allentown 
November 18 6:00 p.m. Abbeville/Liberty Hill @ Abbeville 
November 22 11:00 a.m. Cochran First/Longstreet @ Cochran First 
  6:00 p.m. Crossroads 
November 29 9:00 a.m. Mulberry Street 
  10:30 a.m. Riverside 
  1:00 p.m. Rogers 
December 1 6:00 p.m. Perry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2021 Annual Conference Dates, Post-General 
Conference Gathering Announced 

 
 

 
 

The 2021 Annual Conference Session is set 
for June 6-8 at The Columbus Georgia 
Convention & Trade Center. 

The Annual Conference Session program 
committee met this week to discuss both the 
June session and other potential gatherings 
needed later in 2021. The 155th session of the 
South Georgia Annual Conference will meet in 
Columbus, Ga. beginning Sunday evening, 
June 6 and concluding on Tuesday, June 8. In 
addition to our time together in June, Bishop 
Lawson Bryan, in consultation with the program 
committee, has set a post-General Conference 

gathering for Saturday, October 9, 2021. The October meeting will be held in a 
conference-central location to be announced at a later date. 

The UMC’s General Conference will take place Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 2021. An October 
gathering allows time for South Georgians to meet prior to the Jurisdictional 
Conference session which is set for Nov. 10-12, 2021, at Lake Junaluska, NC. Read 
more 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Join us for the  
6th annual 

St. Simons Island Storytelling 
Festival! 
February 19-21, 2021 

Epworth By The Sea 
 

 

On-Campus Housing Registration & Tickets 

 

Commuter Registration & Tickets 

 

Visit Our Website 

 

Schedule 

 



Spend a weekend listening to tales of adventure, excitement and hilarity.  Relive 
past  times and celebrate the best of humanity in the joy-filled space of story.  You will 

laugh, you will cry and you will discover how very alive you can feel! 

Park your car! All storytelling sessions, your room,  
and meals are in this one location... 
the strikingly beautiful campus of  

Epworth By The Sea!  
Enjoy captivating tours and historic sites; kayaking;  
paddleboarding; fishing; golf; beautiful bike trails... 

and the ocean.  
Come early or stay late and explore the unspoiled  
natural beauty that is the Golden Isles of Georgia. 

 
 
Kim carved out her role as the class comedian at a young age; writing plays and skits and 
sharing stories that exasperated her parents while thrilling her high school theater 
teacher.  The results of these influences show up in her work time and time again.  As a 
humorist, storyteller, singer and songwriter, Kim has taken home an armload of awards and 
recognitions.  Her material is played regularly on NPR affiliated stations and Sirius XM 
Radio.  She has received the Blue Ridge Excellence in Arts Award; the  Toastmasters 

International   Leadership Communication Award and 7  Storytelling World Awards. 
 

 
Robert is an award winning multi-instrumentalist accomplished at guitar, harmonica, mandolin, 
banjo and fiddle. He has entertained audiences for more than 30 years.  At the heart of his 
message is the belief that our cultural diversity tells a story that should be celebrated, not just 
tolerated. As a Baptist pastor he has an unwavering faith of the cultural importance of sacred 
and traditional American roots music.  His deep love for African American and American 
traditional music is shared in performances that interweave timeless stories with original and 

traditional songs. 
 

 
Tim Tingle is a member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and an award winning storyteller 
and author of 20 books. In 1993 he retraced the Trail of Tears to Choctaw homelands in 
Mississippi and began recording stories of tribal elders. Two of his books have won the 2014 
and 2016 American Indian Youth Literature Awards and one was an Editor's Choice in the 
New York Times Book Review. "Walking the Choctaw Road" was selected Book of the Year 
in Oklahoma and Alaska.  He has completed 8 speaking tours for the Department of Defense 

performing for military families. 
 

 
Donald's long career as a storyteller and his promotion of the cultural importance of 
storytelling through seminars and master classes has led him to be dubbed the "dean of 
storytelling".  He has recorded over 25 storytelling albums and written numerous books and 
produced tapes on the subject. He has been a featured teller at the Smithsonian Institution, 
World's Fair and throughout the world and has been a guest host of NPR's Good Evening.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Rev. Wes Moye (Pine Forest UMC) – Now in rehab following 
COVID-19. 
 

If you have prayer concerns you would like to share, please 
contact the district office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

         
 

NOVEMBER 
           

1 Sam Collins   2 Helen Willoughby(RS)    3 Bill & Lynn Woodson 
4 Stan Littleton  7 Eve Tomberlin (RS)    6 Steve & Sally Waldorf 
9 Joe Flowers  11 Josh Gale      9 Teresa & John Edwards 
11 David Johnson  13 Baxter Hurley     15 Jon & Sarah Brown 
14 Woody Roberts(R) 15 Rogers Willoughby(R)    21 Dan & Julieta Medina 
16 Brad Brady  16 Sue DeJournett(R)    22 Frank & Ginger Morris 
17 Jennifer Cowart(S) 17 Jane Kimbrel(S)     26 Baxter & Carolyn Hurley 
19 Vanda Asbell(S)  20 Kay Neely(RS) 
21 Bobby Smith(S)  23 Grace Guyton 
25 Rex Odom   26 Carolyn Hurley(S) 
28 Sandy Luther(RS) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Birthdays 

 
 
Zachary Dickson Tammy & Chuck Humphries  November 8 
Jesse Middleton Jared & Robin Middleton  November 10 
Stuart Knight Deborah Wight-Knight   November 13 
Blair Plazico Tyler Plaxico    November 18 
Aldonna Griffin Gary & Leighann Griffin  November 19 
Jacob Powers Frank & Ginger Morris   November 22 
 
 
 



EVANGELISM REPORT 
October 2020 

 
CHURCH 

NAME 
BEGINNING 

MEMBERSHIP 
AVG. 

COMBINED 
ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 
ADDED 

MEMBERS 
REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 
GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

ABBEVILLE 140 22 0 0 24 
LIBERTY HILL 18 9 0 0 9 
ALLENTOWN 63 24 0 0 0 
DANVILLE 4 6 0 0 0 
WESLEY CHAPEL 66 24 0 0 0 
ANDREW 272 60 0 0 12 
BETHEL      
LINTON      
PLEASANT GROVE      
BONAIRE      
BREWTON 17 0 0 0 5 
BOILING SPRINGS 48 0 0 0 42 
LOVETT 14 0 0 0 0 
THOMAS CHAPEL 6 0 0 0 0 
BUCKHORN      
CARTER’S 
CHAPEL 

     

CENTENARY      
CENTERVILLE 125 182 0 0 8 
CHRIST 182 111 0 0 8 
COCHRAN FIRST 205 34 0 1 0 
LONGSTREET 12 6 0 0 0 
CORINTH      
CROSSROADS 322 77 2 0 35 
DAVISBORO      
NEW HOPE      
DEEPSTEP      
DEXTER      
DUBLIN FIRST      
DUDLEY 73 27 0 0 7 
EASTMAN FIRST      
ELKO      
SNOW      
GROVANIA      
EVERGREEN 82 0 0 0 0 
FOREST HILLS      
GETHSEMANE      
GORDON 184 36 0 0 20 
GRAY      
CLINTON      
HADDOCK      
SUNSHINE      
HARVEST 892 355 2 0 182 
HAWKINSVILLE 
FIRST 

     

HERITAGE AT 
HOUSTON 

     

 
 



CHURCH 
NAME 

BEGINNING 
MEMBERSHIP 

AVG. 
COMBINED 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 
ADDED 

MEMBERS 
REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 
GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

HERITAGE      
HOWARD CHAPEL 117 0 0 0 0 
IRWINTON- 
TOOMSBORO 

     

SALEM      
JEFFERSONVILLE      
ASBURY      
JOYCLIFF      
SMITH CHAPEL      
LAUREL BRANCH      

LIBERTY      
LIZELLA 298 39 0 0 0 
MARTHA 
BOWMAN 

915 153 1 11 240 

MONTROSE      
MOORE’S CHAPEL      

BETHEL      
MULBERRY 
STREET 

1150 56 0 1 100 

NUEVA VIDA      
NORTHVIEW      
OAK GROVE 28 8 0 0 0 
PARK MEMORIAL      
PERRY 1165 157 17 2 115 
PINE FOREST 807 97 2 3 0 
PINE HILL 48 12 0 9 10 
PINEY MOUNT 170 38 0 0 36 
PITTS CHAPEL      
RIVERSIDE 391 22 0 2 0 
ROCHELLE 70 18 1 0 10 
PITTS 22 5 0 0 0 
ROCKLEDGE      
MIDWAY      
ROGERS      
SANDERSVILE      
SHURLINGTON      
SWIFT CREEK      
TABERNACLE      
TENNILLE      
TRINITY      
LUCY CHAPEL 16 7 0 0 0 
PROSPECT 47 14 0 0 4 
VINEVILLE 1246 0 0 0 0 
WARNER ROBINS 
FIRST 

     

WESLEY 229 41 0 2 14 
ARLINE-BETHEL      
MAPLE SPRINGS      
WESLEY CHAPEL      
PINEY MOUNT      
WRIGHTSVILLE 
FIRST 

     

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


