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Dear Lay/Clergy member to Annual Conference, 

We are less than two months away from our Annual Conference gathering in Columbus June 5 - 
8, and the great people of Columbus and the Northwest District are busy preparing for our arrival. 
South Georgia Conference Secretary Meredyth Earnest wrote an email to Annual Conference 
delegates to highlight important information. Read it here. Annual Conference Session 2022 

 

Annual Conference Special Offering to benefit North Katanga partnership.  During the 2022 
Annual Conference session, South Georgia United Methodists will have the opportunity to partner 
with North Katanga United Methodists to support two of their ministries, Kamina Orphanage and 
Wings of the Morning Aviation.  These ministries are two examples of the great work being done in 
and through United Methodists all over the world. 

MAY 2022 NEWSLETTER 
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Book of Recommendations & Reports for the 2022 
Annual Conference session now available 

 

Business items for the 2022 Annual 
Conference session are contained in 
the Book of Recommendations and 
Reports (BOR). One of the purposes of 
the BOR is to encourage delegates to 
read the recommendations, reports, and 
resolutions prior to arriving at conference. 
A good delegate is a prepared delegate. 

The BOR is now available for download 
as a PDF file at no cost in its entirety or in 
sections. You can also purchase it for $7 
(plus tax and shipping) as a professionally 

bound book through lulu.com. Read more  
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Celebrate 150 Years with The Methodist 
Home 

 

 
It will be a fun day with a barbecue lunch, tours of our Macon campus (including the 
100+ year old chapel) and live music from The Grapevine Band, a local Macon 
favorite. We’ll also have a few of our alumni visiting that day as a way to share how 
God’s provision through TMH has made a lasting impact in their lives. We will even 
have a big birthday cake with candles! We encourage church groups to travel together 
in a church van, if possible, to help with parking availability. 

 
 

 



Georgia Pastors' School set for July 18-22 at Epworth 
By The Sea 

 

 
 

Active and retired United Methodist clergy and their families are 
invited to Georgia Pastors' School at Epworth By The Sea July 18-
21. Find registration and information here. 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING PARENTING WORKSHOP: 

 

FREE TRAINING FOR EFFECTIVE PARENTING: 
Why Kids Act Out ** Setting Boundaries 

with Derrick Pendergrass, LMFT 

 

Saturday, April 30th from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Crossroads Christian Counseling Center 

144 Pierce Avenue, Macon, GA 

Call Crossroads at 478-475-4608 to RSVP 

 

Virtual option via Zoom is also available 

 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DDue0ETTe0QYqjdhcxMJZLC3s05c0KU9YdvX9WekOjERL6KH38V97AlJz6q+J8kpg


VINEVILLE UMC CELEBRATED 175 YEARS 

 

83 CHILDREN SANG 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE 

CHURCH WITH A 100 

POUND BIRTHDAY CAKE 

AND VINEVILLE FOLKS 

AT WESLEY GLEN, THE 

METHODIST HOME, 

HABITAT AND CARLYLE 

FOR A DAY OF SERVICE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Dr. Jay Harris’ New Book Helps People Read the Bible, 
Connect with God through Scripture 

 

 
 

Dr. Jay Harris has been hungry for God’s Word since he was a teenager. 

Baptized at age 8, he gave his life to Christ a few weeks before he turned 14 while on a youth group outing at a Christian 
concert. 

Given a New Testament and told to start reading at the Book of John, Dr. Harris’ faith has been grounded and formed in 
scripture ever since. 

“I realized that this was instruction for me in that God, through the Bible, was instructing me how I was to live as a 
Christian. The relevance of it hit me and I felt a connection with God through his Word,” he said. 

That connection to God’s Word has shaped and directed Dr. Harris’ life. 

As a preacher, a Sunday school lesson writer, and now serving in extension ministry, he has – in various capacities – 
taught the scriptures for more than 30 years. 

And now Dr. Harris’ passion for reading and teaching the Bible has culminated in the publication of “Layered Bible 
Journey,” a book that guides readers through the Bible with a plot-driven reading plan. Read more 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!IxSmYbdWEe-Z21hA1T+il-jrSSK3b-8u1A1rION67iMbSwbfMr+no2VooLyFhvtOM
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!IxSmYbdWEe-Z21hA1T+il-jrSSK3b-8u1A1rION67iMbSwbfMr+no2VooLyFhvtOM
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!CUM28-phXkysguHfHebE7L-W8IadXfBRL9AQ1m9csYyHA99IFtm1zeuL-oWK-bu7g


 

 

 

 

 

Join with fellow believers for an afternoon of golf, 

fellowship, and fun with the focus of supporting 

missionaries around the globe! 

 

Your involvement, sponsorship, and support of the 

BGMC Golf Tournament is fully tax deductible. 

 

We hope to see your team on the green at  

Oakview Country Club in Macon on May 5, 2022. 

 

 
 

The BGMC Golf Tournament is an outreach of G.A.M.E. 

(Golfers Assisting Ministry Expansion) 

 

Even if you are not a golfer, please consider contributing 

to our missions focus. 

BGMC missionaries use funds for ministry supplies that relate to evangelism 

and discipleship such as puppets, music, and video tapes, tracts, Bibles, 

and literature, sound systems, computers, and copy machines and more!   

BGMC goes to where the need is the greatest, where the timing is the most 

urgent, and where people's lives can be changed forever. 
 

bgmc.ag.org – – information about BGMC  

BGMC GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Benefiting the Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge 

Project Focus – Africa Oasis (clean water) 

 
 

CC.BGMCGOLF.COM 
 

Date: 

Thursday, May 5, 2022 
 

Times: 

èCheck-in: 10:45 am 

èAppetizers & Putting Contest: 11:15 am 

èShotgun Start: 12:30 pm 

 

Place: 

 

Oakview Country Club 

128 Oakview Club Drive 

Macon, GA 31216 

 

Questions: 

Phone: 478-361-0579 

Email: bgmcgolf@gmail.com  

 

Contests / Games: 

Whiffle ball distance * Mulligans 

Circle the hole * Spin the wheel 

Closest to the Pin * Longest Drive 

Sponsorships: 

Check the sponsorship of your  

choice: 

 o Gold $2,000 

 o Frankincense $1,500 

 o Myrrh $1,000 

 o Silver $500 

 

Golfer and Sponsorship 

Registration on Back 

è  è  è 

 

Registration fees include green & cart fee, range balls, a wing bar before 

shotgun start, drinks and snacks & full lunch following tournament. 

 
Completed Form and Payment Due by April 12, 2022 

 

 

 
To:   

From: Jake Cox 

Date:  February/March/April 2022 

Re: Donation Request for Golf Tournament to improve access to clean 
water for African children and families. 

A golf tournament is scheduled for Thursday May 5, 2022, at Oakview Country Club in 

Macon to raise money for BGMC (Boys and Girls Missionary Challenge) with the focus 

of the raised funds going to Africa Oasis which provides clean drinking water to 

children and families in Africa. 

 

Africa Oasis Water Solutions aims to provide bucket filters for families who do not have 

access to clean drinking water.  Children under the age of 5 in Africa are especially 

vulnerable to illness and death from contaminated drinking water so Africa Oasis partners 
with local missionary teams and churches in African nations to distribute family bucket 

water filtration systems to provide clean drinking water where before there was none. 

 

I am requesting a donation of gift cards, products or prizes that can go in goodie bags to 

the golfers or awarded as a prize to the 1st 2nd or 3rd place – or last place team.  Each team 

is made up of 4 golfers.   

 

Companies that donate prizes will be recognized as a tournament sponsor. 
 

I have included flyers with more information about the golf tournament and BGMC.  In 

addition, please flip this page to see examples of the Africa Oasis clean drinking water 

filtration buckets the BGMC Golf Tournament is raising money to help purchase.   

 

Thank you for your time and consideration! 

 

Jake Cox 
Jake Cox, tournament planner 

478-361-0579 (cell) 

jcox@houstoncountyga.org 
 

 



 



 

 

                  THE 71st ANNUAL 
                   NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

               MACON OBSERVANCE MIDDAY EVENT  

  

              Thursday, May 5, 2022  Noon-12:30  
ROSA PARKS SQUARE  

across from Macon-Bibb Gov’t. Center  900 Poplar Street 
 

2022 Theme: “Exalt the Lord Who Has Established Us”  Theme Scripture: “Colossians 2:6-7 
So then, just as you received Jesus Christ as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up 
in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”  

 

Please copy, email, post on social media Macon NDP info!  MaconNDP@gmail.com     
www.NationalDayofPrayerMaconGA.org    FB National Day of Prayer - Macon GA 

For National Observance check www.NationalDayof Prayer.org                                
WGNM Christian TV NDP Night 7:30-8:30 “The Open Window” includes Macon NDP                                                                        

 Local website after NDP will have ‘22 Program   
  

NDP is a day of unity, transcending differences, bringing together from all backgrounds! 
 2nd Wed. Monthly Prayer Noon-1pm Macon-Bibb Gov’t. Center, Room 205   

Program includes Mayor’s NDP Proclamation ,  Sp eaker Alphonso Westley,  
and 7 Citizens Who Pray for the 7 Centers of influe nce in America  

 

Some seats in park for those who need them.  Bringing lawn chairs an idea?! 
(In case of rain, inside First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary) 

Parking Partnerships Downtown and Macedonia Church vans shuttle s t o, and from, Event  
Program!  Some parking lots are close enough for possibility of walking.  Carpooling & church 

vanpooling to let out at Event encouraged (with driver using parking option s )!    
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 595 New St., corner High & New, lot to right side of church front 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN CHRIST 2 lots 861 High St. left of church front, right turn onto High St., 

lot immediate right & 887 Washington Ave., right of church front, turning at back of church left into lot                                                         
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 682 Mulberry St., corner Mulberry & First, from First turn onto Mulberry St. 

Lane for upper lot, or from 740 Mulberry turn onto New St. Lane & at stop sign, turn left for upper lot  
HART’S MORTUARY back lot behind their garage, enter from 740 Mulberry onto New St. Lane, park to right  

MULBERRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 719 Mulberry St. turn right into lot past church front,  
park in any numbered spaces                                                                                                                             

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 830 Poplar St. corner Lot, Poplar & First, left of church front     



 

 

Dear Church Congregation for ‘22 Observance of annual NAT’L. DAY OF PRAYER! 
 

YOUR HELP is very much needed for upcoming May 5th NATIONAL DAY OF 
PRAYER, with this day even more IMPORTANT IN THESE TIMES!  Our Macon, GA 
MIDDAY EVENT IS NOON-12:30 IN ROSA PARKS SQUARE with a big PARKING 
PARTNERSHIP & Macedonia Church shuttles to, & from, Rosa Parks.  Because it is 
so SIGNIFICANT to commit to NDP PUBLIC EVENTS this year, please make extra 
efforts!  Pick up others to come; carpool, let out at park & drivers use parking & 
shuttles; work a little later to come this lunch time of day; promote, promote! 
 

A huge way to help is our inspired “Participation Promotion Campaign”!  Would 
you please FORWARD our email & attached Event Flier to your family, friends, & 
circles of influence by BCC (to protect their info, send fewer emails)?  Then these 
receiving, in turn, please forward AND attach Flier (BCC & fast)!  As we get started 
sending this doable way, we can think of more than at first to email anywhere & 
them find at national website www.nationaldayofprayer.org Events to grow 
participation nationwide for annual, unifying NDP being even more impactful! 
 

If God is leading local recipients to do more for showing belief in prayer as 
powerful for God’s intervention and the most important decision in life of turning 
to Him, going to our local website www.nationaldayofprayermaconga.org for 
ways to do so is much encouraged!  Just one idea that would not take much of 
your time is our Sign Campaign page, when seeing a possible sign to put up NDP.  
 

A quick, easy help leading up to May 5th is please LIKE & SHARE Macon National 
Day of Prayer - Macon GA Facebook page!  While we want people in person 
literally demonstrating this day’s significance, the current day resource of 
Facebook Live at Macon NDP FB can bless local residents & employees of nursing 
& retirement homes, hospitals, shut-ins, etc.  Macon FB Live could also be an 
answer for anyone, anywhere not blessed to have NDP Public Event opportunity, 
missionaries, military around the world, refugees & ministries helping them, those 
in other countries, etc.  Calculate to Noon Eastern Daylight Savings Time.    
 

THANK YOU HELPING SEEK GOD MORE THIS NDP!  Praying with you, Margaret   

 



Church Safety and Security Update 

 
Perhaps it has been awhile since you considered basic church safety and security 

procedures.  With the challenges of the pandemic, it is easy to put these procedures on the 

backburner.  Perhaps you will find helpful the following link to remind you of basic 

procedures.   

 

www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/church-security/10-easy-ways-to-create-a-safer-

church-today/ 

You will notice the linked article suggests obtaining a list of crimes committed near your 

church’s address from the local police department.  Many local law enforcement agencies have 

an email list that you can join to receive information about local crimes.  Simply call your local 

law enforcement agency or ask someone within your local church connected to an agency to 

help you get on the list.   

 

Another suggestion for neighborhood churches is to explore whether or not your neighborhood 

has an app.  Many neighborhoods use the Nextdoor app as a neighborhood connection tool to 

keep businesses and homes in the loop about all kinds of happenings, including crime and 

security issues.  Go to nextdoor.com to see if your neighborhood uses this tool.  If not, consider 

starting this as an outreach to your neighborhood.   

A final suggestion is to download the app for your local news outlet as a way to help improve 

church safety and security.  For example, did you know that catalytic converter thefts are rising, 

and that your church owned vehicles might be at risk?  This summer I received the article below 

from 13 WMAZ as a notification on my phone.  One of the targeted businesses is right around 

the corner from Trinity.  After a conversation with our insurance company, our Trustees 

decided to move our vehicles to a more visible location with better lighting to decrease our risk 

of theft.  See the article below from Brotherhood Mutual for more ideas on how to secure your 

church owned vehicles.   It is important to be aware of what is happening in our neighborhoods 

to protect our people and resources.  

 

www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/sad-that-would-happen-in-our-town-warner-robins-sees-

rise-in-theft-of-specific-car-part/93-727e3bb1-3d88-4eb6-9038-69057a12ad7c 

www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/vehicles-and-

drivers/management/catalytic-converter-theft/ 

 

Submitted by Rev. Jeff Cook, Trinity UMC in Warner Robins  (jeff@trinityumc.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/church-security/10-easy-ways-to-create-a-safer-church-today/
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http://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/sad-that-would-happen-in-our-town-warner-robins-sees-rise-in-theft-of-specific-car-part/93-727e3bb1-3d88-4eb6-9038-69057a12ad7c
http://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/sad-that-would-happen-in-our-town-warner-robins-sees-rise-in-theft-of-specific-car-part/93-727e3bb1-3d88-4eb6-9038-69057a12ad7c
http://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/vehicles-and-drivers/management/catalytic-converter-theft/
http://www.brotherhoodmutual.com/resources/safety-library/risk-management-articles/vehicles-and-drivers/management/catalytic-converter-theft/


Job Opportunities 
 
Centerville UMC: Nursery Worker/Coordinator  

Part time nursery worker to fill our infant/toddler room on Sundays from 8:00-12:00.  Responsibilities 
include but are not limited to: monitoring children, changing, sanitizing the room before and after 
services, working with volunteers, and communicating with parents.  There will be a volunteer in each 
service to work in conjunction with this position.  Position requires 1st and 3rd Sundays or more if 
needed.  High School Diploma or GED required.  Please call the church for more details.  
 
Audio Video Coordinator 
We are hiring a part time Audio Video Coordinator to manage, operate, and coordinate volunteers to 
serve in our AV department.  Responsibilities include but are not limited to:  Planning for Sunday 
Services, developing presentations for Services, Production for FB and Youtube, Coordinating with 
volunteers, Coordinating with Pastors and staff, and communicating with worship team.  Good 
communication is a must, knowledge of Proclaim or Pro Presenter preferred, and a willingness to 
learn is required.  Hours include 8:00-12:00 on Sundays and 2-4 hours at the coordinators discrecion 
during the week to prepare for services.  High School Diploma or GED required.  Please call the 
church for more details.                  
. 

 
Trinity UMC Trinity United Methodist Church in Warner Robins is hiring a Director of Music and Worship 

Arts.  Please visit  http://trinitywr.org/contact/ministry-position  to see a job description, job application, and to 

learn how to apply for this position.  If you have questions, please email us at jobs@trinitywr.org. 

 

Liberty UMC Liberty United Methodist Church is seeking a director of Youth Ministries who can lead 

teenagers in middle and high school in our church and community in Christian discipleship through regular 

programs and special events and retreats.  Contact the church for more information at 478-788-5343. 
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Rev. Sam Collins – loss of his brother 

 

Ukrainian people 

 

Rev. Tammy Humphries (loss of her dad) 

 

Tricia Lanning (Richard Lanning) (loss of 

her brother) 

 

Rev. Tommy Roe (loss of his mother) 

 

Rev. Beverly King – recuperating from knee 

surgery. 

 

Rev. Jimmy Duke – recovering from heart cath. 

 

Rev. Nick Hazelton – (loss of his niece) 

 

Rev. Kevin Baker – (loss of his mother) 

 
 

If you have prayer concerns you would like to share, please contact the district office 
 

    

  
           

1 John Beck(R)   2 Deborah Wight-Knight  11 John & Kathy Beck 

7 Judy Irwin(S)   12 Steve Bullington   12 Ted & Dana Goshorn 

13 Jaason Dickerson  14 Tommy Odum   12 Jeremy & Rennata Wilson 

15 Tommy Roe   16 Jim Knowles(S)   15 Tommy & Caroline 

Perkins 

17 Jeff Alligood   17 Melissa Dickerson(S)  22 Jody & Melinda 

Martin 

21 Elizabeth Bizzell(S)  27 Cile Mitchell(R)   23 Tammy & Chuck 

Humphries 

30 Rennata Wilson(S)       24 Jeffery & Dale Seeley 

          27 Jason & Tawndee Dillard 

          29 John & Gale Haney 

          30 Barbara & Ozzie Nelson 

          31 Josh & Elizabeth Bizzell 

         

 

MAY 



 

1 Addie Dillard 

24 Jackson Goshorn 

28 Hannah Dickerson 

30 Maximus Abernathy 

 

 

 

EVANGELISM REPORT 

For March 2022 

 

CHURCH NAME BEGINNING 

MEMBERSHIP 
AVG. 

COMBINED 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 

ADDED 

MEMBERS 

REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 

GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

ABBEVILLE 133 34 0 0 19 

LIBERTY HILL 18 13 0 0 9 

ALLENTOWN 56 25 0 0 11 

DANVILLE 5 24 0 0 0 

WESLEY CHAPEL 64 20 0 1 10 

ANDREW 283 51 0 0 51 

BETHEL      

LINTON      

PLEASANT GROVE      

BONAIRE 430 178 0 2 100 

BREWTON 13 21 0 0 5 
BOILING SPRINGS 37 28 0 0 19 

LOVETT 2 16 0 0 0 

THOMAS CHAPEL 4 18 0 0 0 

BUCKHORN      

CARTER’S 

CHAPEL 

     

CENTENARY 306 103 0 1 77 

CENTERVILLE 311 91 0 0 17 

CHRIST 192 99 0 0 57 

COCHRAN FIRST 203 55 0 0 27 

LONGSTREET 11 13 0 0 6 

CROSSROADS 320 80 0 0 17 

DAVISBORO      

NEW HOPE      

DEEPSTEP      

DEXTER 44 9 0 0 3 

DUBLIN FIRST      

DUDLEY      

EASTMAN FIRST 333 79 1 0 75 

ELKO 4 21 0 0 0 

SNOW 27 9 0 0 8 

GROVANIA 12 21 0 0 0 

EVERGREEN 80 17 0 2 2 

FOREST HILLS 743 300 0 1 203 

GETHSEMANE      

GORDON 177 62 0 0 17 

GRAY 864 326 0 3 142 

CLINTON 141 40 0 0 0 

HADDOCK 35 18 0 0 0 

SUNSHINE 70 37 0 0 7 

HARVEST 668 832 3 0 421 

HAWKINSVILLE 

FIRST 

364 89 0 0 102 



HERITAGE AT 

HOUSTON 

102 26 0 0 9 

 

 

 
CHURCH NAME BEGINNING 

MEMBERSHIP 
AVG. 

COMBINED 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 

ADDED 

MEMBERS 

REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 

GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

HERITAGE 403 44 0 0 34 

HOWARD CHAPEL      

IRWINTON- 

TOOMSBORO 

49 16 0 0 5 

SALEM 11 23 0 0 6 

JEFFERSONVILLE      

ASBURY      

JOYCLIFF      

SMITH CHAPEL      

LAUREL BRANCH      

LIBERTY 437 124 0 2 300 

LIZELLA 287 53 0 0 22 

MARTHA BOWMAN 900 290 2 0 198 

MONTROSE      

MOORE’S CHAPEL 6 5 0 0 5 

BETHEL 36 12 0 0 10 

MULBERRY 

STREET 

872 143 0 3 50 

NORTHVIEW 63 15 0 0 5 

OAK GROVE      

PARK MEMORIAL 93 27 0 0 10 

PERRY 856 356 4 5 161 

PINE FOREST 789 212 2 3 150 

PINE HILL      

PINEY MOUNT 163 46 0 1 70 

PITTS CHAPEL      

RIVERSIDE 422 48 0 0 0 

ROCHELLE      

PITTS      

ROCKLEDGE      

MIDWAY      

ROGERS      

SANDERSVILE 443 157 4 1 101 

SHURLINGTON 40 16 0 0 8 

SWIFT CREEK      

TABERNACLE 38 9 0 0 0 

TENNILLE 62 18 0 0 15 

TRINITY 557 114 0 0 118 

LUCY CHAPEL 16 9 0 0 0 

PROSPECT 44 16 0 0 3 

VINEVILLE 1197 417 2 1 347 

WARNER ROBINS 

FIRST 

526 92 0 4 68 

WESLEY 223 65 0 0 40 

ARLINE-BETHEL 16 10 0 0 10 

WESLEY CHAPEL 9 7 0 0 7 

WRIGHTSVILLE 

FIRST 

129 58 0 0 17 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



DISTRICT CALENDAR 
DATE  TIME   EVENT     LOCATION 
May 3     Board on Ordained Ministry     
May 16    Cabinet Meeting    Macon     
May 17    African American Pastors    Riverside UMC 
May 18 3:00 pm  AC Walk Through    Columbus, GA 
May 22 10:00 am  Bishop at Christ UMC   Christ UMC 
May 22 4:00 pm  Clergy Session – Part I    Virtual                                                                                              
    
June 5-8    South Georgia Annual Conference  Columbus, GA 
June 15    Pastor Move Day 
June 19    First Sunday In Pulpit 
June 26, SUNDAY, 5:00 pm  Set Up Meeting    Methodist Home 
 
July 14-17    Mission U     Epworth By The Sea 
July 17-20    District Camp Meeting   Adrian Camp 
July 18-21    GA Pastor’s School    Epworth By The Sea 
 
August 1-3    SEJ Cabinet Consultation   Epworth By The Sea 
August 2      6:00 pm  Cabinet Meeting    Epworth By The Sea 
August 20     10:00 am  Special Session Called Annual Conference Virtual 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bishop Graves: Postponement of General Conference 
 

Last week the General Commission on 
General Conference announced the 
postponement of General Conference 
to 2024. In response to this 
announcement, Bishop Graves 
released this video.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop David Graves, episcopal 
leader of the South Georgia 
Conference, in accordance with 
¶603.5 of the 2016 Book of 
Discipline, calls for a special 
session of the annual conference 
on Saturday, August 20, 2022. The 
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. EST 
and, at this time, is planned as a 
virtual session.   
 
The purpose of the special 
session is to vote on any matters 
related to local church disaffiliations within the South Georgia Annual Conference.  
Click here for more info. 

 
 

 
 

Dr. Don Wood Inducted into UMAC Hall of 
Fame 

 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!yRQyvpKBlx9-8lqvlyHmTI9qTBdg108eRtjo8AF1yGvza8xPJfvo5X1ntEJ9ovvcg
https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-david-graves-calls-for-special-session-of-the-south-georgia-annual-conference-16377216


During the 2022 United Methodist 
Association of Communicators 
(UMAC) Annual Meeting, Dr. Don 
Wood, an ordained elder in the South 
Georgia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, was inducted into 
the UMAC Hall of Fame. 

From 1977 until his retirement in 2012, 
Dr. Wood served as executive director 
of Good News Television (GNTV), a 
media ministry within the connectional 
structure of the South Georgia 
Conference. During his tenure, he 
helped steer the ministry from its 
beginnings as a cable television 
channel into an audio, video, and 

lighting production ministry that provided event support for more than 60 
events each year. 

“GNTV has allowed me to help the church tell its story throughout the 
world,” Dr. Wood said. 

Over the years, GNTV Media Ministry has supported the work of The United 
Methodist Church across the country. Event production support began in 
1978 by providing support for the South Georgia Annual Conference. GNTV 
started out focusing on video recording, editing, and distribution for events, 
but quickly learned that events had a need for quality lighting, sound, video 
projection, and eventually internet streaming. Over the next 34 years, Dr. 
Wood managed and expanded the work and the reach of GNTV in support 
of events. Read more 

 

 

United Methodist Men Meet at Epworth 
 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!LDnmqJpbcIpHis3Ksqeh66Nlnt6ncrf6AB3xPsHAuwANtEh81fvgyCjZ1GRf6usAw


The South Georgia Conference's 
United Methodist Men gathered 
for their annual retreat April 22-
23 at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island. Bishop James 
Swanson, episcopal leader of the 
Mississippi Conference and 
president of the General 
Commission of United Methodist 

Men, was the featured speaker. The Goshen Travelers Praise Band 
provided musical leadership. Pictured above are North Central 
District Superintendent Rev. Craig Hutto, Northeast District 
Superintendent Rev. Steve Grantham, Bishop James Swanson, 
and Bishop David Graves. 

 

 

Safe Sanctuaries Training Module Filmed in Spanish 
 

Last week, several South 
Georgia pastors and lay 
members worked on a Safe 
Sanctuaries training module in 
Spanish. We are excited about 
making this resource available 
soon! Pictured above are Rev. 
Tania Montero, Rev. Felipe 
Ricardo, Rev. Daniel Medina, 
and Mr. Moises Velez. Not pictured is Mrs. Julieta Medina. 

 

 

How to Assist the Ukrainian People and Support the 
Ukraine Relief Efforts 

 



United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the 
Ukrainian people in the wake of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute 
to Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster Response and Recovery. 
This fund will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to 
Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. One hundred percent of all Advance 
contributions go to the designated cause. Learn more | To donate 

Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made in the following ways: 

• Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 
• By toll free telephone: 888-252-6174  
• By check with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, either 

mailed and addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO, P.O. Box 9068, New 
York, NY, 10087-9068 or given at or through any United Methodist church 

 

GUMF Announces a Special 2.00% - 2-
Year Certificate! 

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation is pleased to 
announce a special “limited-time offer” – a 2-year 
certificate with a 2.00% interest rate to help fund our 
growing Loan Program! Read it here. 
 

 
 

Leadership Training, New SPRC Videos Available for 
Local Church Leaders 

A series of training videos designed for local church leaders is available on the 
conference website. Laity who are stepping into new roles or who are continuing to 
serve in key leadership positions can take advantage of these video resources. In the 
videos, leaders will receive tools, training, and encouragement that will equip and 
empower them as they begin the year in their roles. Bishop Graves has recorded a 
new Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) video. Click here to find the videos, 
resource documents, and to see the full listing of Leadership Training topics. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Camp Connect, the camping ministry of the 
South Georgia Conference, is headed home to 
Epworth By The Sea for the 2022 summer 
camping season! Weekly camp dates for high 
school, middle school, and elementary 
students, along with registration information, 
can be found at www.campconnectumc.org. 

 

 

 

 
Applications are now being accepted for the 2022 Camp Connect Summer 
Leadership Team at Epworth By The Sea. Applications are open to college 
students who have completed at least one year of college. The Leadership 
Team will commit to nine weeks of camping ministry which will include 
serving hundreds of youth and children while making Christian friendships 
with other staff members that last a lifetime. Click here for more 
information. 
 

Randolph-Macon College offers A. Purnell Bailey 
Pre-Ministerial Program 

 
For students who sense a calling to full-time Christian ministry, the A. Purnell Bailey 
Pre-Ministerial Program at Randolph-Macon College offers encouragement through a 
weekly vocational discernment group, two internships, and financial support. Students 
accepted to the college and into the Bailey program are awarded half-tuition 
scholarships for their freshman and sophomore years and full tuition for their junior and 
senior years. In return, Bailey Scholars commit to earning a Master's level degree from 
an ATS accredited theology school following college. For more information, contact 
Chaplain Kendra Grimes. (kendragrimes@rmc.edu.) Learn more 
 

Application for Global Mission Fellows Program 
Now Open 

The application for the Global Mission Fellows program 2022-24 class is open. Global 
Mission Fellows are young adults, ages 20–30, who are committed to serve in social 
justice ministries for two years. They enter into new communities, understanding their 
challenges and assets through relationships and with the long-term goal to overcome 
systemic oppression. Fellows partner with community organizations to address a 
variety of issues, including migration/immigration, education, public health and poverty. 
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One of Discipleship Ministries' most popular 
resources is available now! 

Click to download the 2022 Revised Common Lectionary calendar and start planning 
for the year ahead! 

 

The United Methodist Connectional FCU has a special loan rate available for churches. Unsecured 
loans for less than $50,000 can be provided for three- and five-year terms. A number of United 
Methodist churches and agencies have used these loans for repairing or replacing pews, HVAC 
systems, audio/visual equipment, and more. Rates as low as 3.5%. 
For details, contact Jonathan Curtis at jonathanc@unitedmethodistcu.com 
  
Jonathan M. Curtis 
Vice President of Technology Solutions & Business Development 
United Methodist Connectional FCU 
Phone/Text/Fax: 770-835-4994 
Office: 770-565-3794 
  
www.facebook.com/UMCFederalCreditUnion 
www.twitter.com/UMC_FCU 
  
To receive email updates from UMC FCU, click here. 
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Epworth By The Sea is back 

and better than ever! 
 

*Click here to read a letter from CEO, Joel Willis 

 

Are you ready to renew, recharge and reconnect? 
Make your plans today. 

 

 

Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island will host a three-day Older Adult Retreat 
May 16-19. With guest speaker Missy Buchanan and  entertainment by Andy Offutt 
Irwin, the retreat will be fun, informational, and spiritual. Workshop topics include 
Financial Planning, Living Their Legacy, Missy Buchanan, Life Planning and Magnolia 
Manor. Retreat sponsors are Magnolia Manor, Georgia United Methodist Foundation, 
United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union, and Epworth By The Sea. More 
information 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fRQVdqH1l9d1NxoUbf2TmBow72NAtgM-Odj4ea5GPLzbuA5q7ekYsyyleqJh72srewkb3H1NCu0SvGDM4jFeeImapHCZ_W2NPQuzVDkjgKBRxaQUMNaA-dvGIIjnxqJUcvboM_uQFJCeS7uQr0qSvx8TqiLiuBUzfd59W2vEs6SpxAEtgfXqvC0J-GFmOop6vl9t-aoJLkGBgalzDOIBtHc1uTxogVbpQqabwbm1idA=&c=y6JhiJ0aLX4tX1zP5E9naWHRCwViP_0S--HgAfxJqFvzEq5ZcPUwHA==&ch=K6AY2Zi42nWKg4hs0AHqazCworfjcDf_yBb7NhDuONoA7h-g0-4zdQ==
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!Kx0EGXFNRUkCMybb+72G3FoUu+V9BnWhd42R+oMQNKTaRdMkFhe8R9IV48+iuUpiw
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!JAWsvTxcx8kuIs8MWeRJkIKBZrOrmRXC57FD+mACmtcR6PaBSjKIK4r3iprdHGa60
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!JAWsvTxcx8kuIs8MWeRJkIKBZrOrmRXC57FD+mACmtcR6PaBSjKIK4r3iprdHGa60


You Are Invited 

Journey to such places as Istanbul, Ephesus, Sardis, Laodicea and 

more 
 

 

For more information contact Rev. Fran Magoni at 

fmagoni@marthabowman.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to the trip on the EO website: 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/tk220716222w57122#.YYRE1dnMKuU  
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Informational Gatherings 
 

The leadership of the South Georgia Annual Conference wants the clergy and laity of South Georgia to 
feel informed and “in the loop” around denominational matters as they relate to the upcoming General 
Conference.  
  
Currently, the postponed 2020 General Conference is set for August 29 - September 6, 2022. We feel 
like it is prudent to prepare, while at the same time prayerfully allowing time for the legislative process 
to unfold. As we prepare for General Conference and the outcome of the conference, we offer the 
following avenues to help educate clergy and laity of the South Georgia Conference: 
  

• Informational Gatherings: The Leadership Task Force is offering localized informational 
gatherings at the district level. Those interested should contact their district office, Jay 
Hanson (jay@thechapelministries.com), or Kelly Roberson (kelly@sgaumc.com) to request a 
gathering. Together they will help coordinate meetings in the districts. 

• Video: This video gives an overview of General Conference and discusses one of the plans that 
will be before the delegates, known as a Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation. 

• FAQ's: Conference leaders have created a Frequently Asked Questions document to help 
address those questions and help better inform Conference members. 

• Navigators: Navigators are trained facilitators who can help your congregation navigate a 
process of making decisions around denominational matters. Click here to learn more. 

 

 

One stop for United Methodist Job 
Listings 

(UMC) The UMC.org Jobs Board is a service of The United Methodist Church. Any 
United Methodist church, agency or official organization may submit job listings. This 
resource is also made available free of charge to job seekers. To submit or find an 
opening   

Don't forget, South Georgia has it's own classifieds page, too! You may submit or find 
an opening across the Conference or connection. Check it out here. 
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United Methodists Extend BSA Charters Through June 
2022 

(UMCom) United Methodist leaders have reached an agreement with the Boy Scouts 
of America (BSA) to extend existing UMC-sponsored Scouting charters through June 
30, 2022 to provide for uninterrupted ministry with young people through Scouting. The 
charters were previously extended to March 31, 2022 as legal proceedings continue in 
the BSA's bankruptcy case, particularly as the trial for confirmation has now been 
postponed until March 9, 2022. Churches do not need to take any action to extend 
their current organizational relationship with the BSA until June 30, 2022. Read more 

 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Newsletter 

The Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s Faith & Money Winter 2022 newsletter is 
now available at https://www.gumf.org/blog/. 

 

 

Save the date: Clergy Time Apart with author Tod 
Bolsinger 

 

Speaker Tod Bolsinger, 
author of "Canoeing the 
Mountains" and 
"Tempered 
Resilience," will join us 
Thursday, Sept. 15 for a 
Clergy Time Apart. 
Hosted by Bishop David 
Graves, we will meet from 

10 a.m. until noon via Zoom. Stay tuned for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!GPrWFLrDezJKwAESSoiGFsCBs3wWwiz613pPxh1omEgxKKivYjcdwC4M-S4+SpNv0
https://www.gumf.org/blog/


2022 Lay Servant Training 
 

Basic Lay Servant Training over Zoom: April 12, 14, 19, and 21 from 6pm-

8pm.  Receiving basic Lay Servant training over zoom is a great way to meet new 

people and have faith-filled conversations from the comfort of your home!  After 

registering, you’ll be sent the zoom link to sign-in to the class.  Register today 

at sgaumc.org/layservanttraining.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Advanced Lay Servant Training over Zoom: May 17, 19, 24, and 26 from 
6pm-8pm.  Whether it’s your first time through the Advanced Class or 
you’re taking it for renewal, zoom is a great platform for those wishing to 
remember how and why they are gifted to serve.  We’ll be studying the 
book of Ephesians and the Zoom platform will allow you to connect with 
people across the conference!  After registering, you’ll be sent the zoom 
link to sign-in to the class.  Register today 
at sgaumc.org/layservanttraining. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Certified Lay Ministry Immersion: June 20-24 at The Chapel in Brunswick.  If 

you’ve always wanted to pursue your Certified Lay Ministry certification but 

didn’t have the weekends to give toward classes, our CLM Immersion might be a 

great option for you!  Take off one complete week of work and join us for an 

immersion that will allow you to complete all your classes in one week.  Then 

finish up the assignments on your own time and finish up after the week is 

over!  Sound like something you’d be interested in?  Register today 

at sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining  

 
 
 
 
 
Anne Bosarge 
abosarge@sgaumc.com  
Director of Leadership Strategies and Local Church Resources, 

South Georgia Conference, UMC 

www.brightideasforchurchleaders.com  
www.getoutofthatbox.com  
www.becomingmore.online  
912-270-0474 (cell) 
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GOLDEN CROSS FUND 
 

The Golden Cross Fund is a ministry that reaches out in love to the laity in 
our Annual Conference who are experiencing financial difficulty due to 
excessive medical expenses. Through Golden Cross, United Methodists 
care for members of our local churches in time of emotional stress and 
financial need.  If you or someone you know is struggling with medical bills, 
please refer them to the Gold Cross Fund.  For more info, go 
to https://www.sgaumc.org/golden-cross-fund. 

 
 

Sexual Ethics Workshop Deadline Extension 

As we wish Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight well on her Medical Leave, we realize that 
the Sexual Ethics Workshops set for February and April 2022 will not be held. To 
accommodate this change, the Cabinet and the Bishop will extend the deadline by one 
year for all clergy mandated to attend future workshops. For example, if you were 
originally due for a workshop during the 2021-2022 conference year and did not attend 
the workshop last September, you will now have an additional year to complete this 
requirement. In the meantime, we will make plans for future Sexual Ethics training. 
Resolution #2044 in The United Methodist Book of Resolutions calls for annual 
conference boards of ordained ministry to provide the much needed training in this 
area for those employed in ministerial leadership. Our Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry will be taking the lead in designing how we deliver Sexual Ethics Training 
going forward. We will keep you informed of the requirements as they become clear. 

 

RISE Seeks Partner Churches 

Religious Institutions Supporting Education (RISE) is a Savannah nonprofit 
organization formed out of collaborative efforts from local clergy to address the lack of 
connection between schools and churches and to assist local schools with virtual 
learning. RISE seeks partner churches to teach Asset Based Community Development 
methods that will help them connect with schools, organizations, and businesses in 
their neighborhoods. RISE facilitators are trained in Asset Based Community 
Development and are pastors themselves. Rev. Precious Hawkins, pastor of Asbury 
UMC in Savannah, and Rev. Chrissy Ruehl, 
Isle of Hope UMC's minister of Children and Families, are RISE board members. 
Questions? Contact John Ruehl at john@risesavannah.com. More information  
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

The South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church is immediately 
responding to Tuesday's destructive storms that crossed our state. Our district disaster 
response coordinators are out doing assessments today. More information will be 
forthcoming. Rev. David Thompson, Coastal District DS, Kelly Crane, Coastal District 
Disaster Response Coordinator, and Rev. Shannon Baxter, Conference UMVIM 
Coordinator, are in conversations with area agencies and area churches about a 
coordinated response following the tornado that hit the Bryan County area in the 
Coastal District. We are thankful for the churches in the area who are already meeting 
needs and providing support. 

Please see below a message from Luis Morales about how you can respond now - 
through a monetary donation or putting together an ERT team. We also be monitoring 
additional storms coming through our area today. 

Click for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/disaster-response-responding-to-the-april-5-storms-16424987


United Methodists reach settlement in Boy Scouts’ 
Bankruptcy Case 

United Methodist leaders have reached a settlement in the matter of the Boy Scouts of 
America’s (BSA) pending bankruptcy proceedings. Upon final court approval, the 
settlement would absolve any claims of sexual abuse that may have occurred in 
congregation-sponsored Scouting programs. 

Under the terms of the settlement, United Methodists would raise and give $30 million 
over a three-year period into a fund that will be utilized to compensate survivors, and 
United Methodist congregations that charter Scout troops and packs would be released 
from all abuse claims involving Scouting activities. A team has been formed to identify 
strategies and materials that may be used to raise the funds. South Georgia 
Conference leadership has identified resources for the conference’s share, and does 
not expect to need to raise funds from local churches. Read more 

 

The 2022 United Women in Faith Prayer 
Guide is available 

Previously called the Prayer Calendar, this beloved resource has a new name to reflect 
its new devotional features for reflection and connection. Encounter God and find joy 
through the stories and prayers in the 2022 Prayer Guide. Get yours today 
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