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Bringing Down Walls of Hostility 

From the Bishop 

On May 8, I released a statement concerning the death of a young African American, Ahmaud Arbery, in Brunswick. And 
now, just weeks later, we find our entire nation engulfed in a sense of shock, frustration, and anger over the death of 
another African American man, George Floyd, in Minneapolis. Tragically, you and I know that these deaths are only the 
latest in a long litany of such deaths that have occurred for generations among people of color. 

In response, some are marching with peaceful determination in a show of support for communities across the nation and 
for the human family that is hurting and in pain. Others are expressing themselves in a violent rage that destroys 
businesses, community institutions, and even the lives of others.    

We stand with those whose commitment to non-violence is expressed in the kind of witness that unites all people. We are 
especially concerned for people of color in our conference - African American, Hispanic, Korean, Native American - our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. The strength of South Georgia is seen in our very diversity and yet our unity in Christ leads 
us to acknowledge that people of color bear special burdens of worry, hurt, and fear.    

Today, I call upon all South Georgia United Methodists to take the next step in being Alive Together in Witness in our 
communities. What is that witness and how do we offer it in the name of Jesus Christ, who was himself beaten, spat upon, 
and killed? Read more 
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NORTH CENTRAL DISTRICT 
SET UP MEETING RESCHEDULED  

 
Due to the COVID-19 we are making some changes to the North Central District Set Up Meeting.  The meeting 

scheduled for June 29 will now be held on Zoom with just the appointed clergy (see the schedule below).  All 

clergy and their spouses (both active and retired) will then meet on July 20th at 5:30 pm at the Methodist 

Home for a meal and a time of worship and fellowship.  We will meet in the gym to allow us more space for 

social distancing.  Please RSVP for the July 20th meeting; we will need to know how many children to expect 

as soon as possible so they can plan accordingly.   

 

Appointed clergy will receive a follow-up email with an invitation for the business portion of our District Set 

Up scheduled on June 29th. The schedule for Zoom meetings is as follows: 

 

9:00 a.m.    Mission Area Group I: (Baldwin Co.; Centenary; Forest Hills; Heritage; Joycliff/Smith Chapel; 

Liberty; Lizella; Martha Bowman; Mulberry Street; Park Memorial; Riverside; Rogers; Shurlington; Swift 

Creek; Twiggs County; Vineville; Wesley) 

 

11:00 a.m.  Mission Area Group II: (Abbeville/Liberty Hill; Andrew; Benevolence/Oak Grove; Bonaire; 

Centerville; Christ; Cochran First/Longstreet; Crossroads; Eastman First; Elko/Snow/Grovania; Harvest; 

Hawkinsville First; Northview; Nueva Vida; Perry; Rochelle/Pitts; Trinity; Warner Robins First) 

 

2:00 p.m.    Mission Area Group III: (Allentown/Danville/Wesley Chapel; Brewton Charge; Buckhorn; 

Carter’s Chapel; Dexter; Dublin First; Dudley; Evergreen; Gethsemane; Howard Chapel; Jeffersonville/Asbury; 

Laurel Branch; Montrose; Moore’s Chapel/Bethel; Pine Forest; Pine Hill; Rockledge/Midway; Wrightsville 

Circuit) 

 

4:00 p.m.    Mission Area Group IV: (Davisboro/New Hope; Deepstep; Gordon; Gray/Clinton; 

Haddock/Sunshine; Irwinton-Toomsboro/Salem; Piney Mount; Pitts Chapel; Sandersville; Tennille/Tabernacle; 

Wrightsville First) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bishop Bryan to Continue Serving South Georgia 
Through 2021 

 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, who was set to retire in September, will continue to serve as the 
episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference through 2021. This announcement comes from The Council of 
Bishops.  

In an unprecedented move, The Council of Bishops has extended the retirement of five bishops until the postponed 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in November 2021. The five bishops extending their service are Bishop Bryan; 

Bishop Paul L. Leeland, episcopal leader of the Western North Carolina Conference; Bishop James Swanson, resident 

bishop of the Mississippi Conference; Bishop Mary Virginia Taylor, episcopal leader of the Holston Area; and Bishop Hope 

Morgan Ward, resident bishop of the North Carolina Conference, Raleigh Area. 

The 2020 General Conference and the 2020 Jurisdictional Conferences have been postponed to 2021 because of the 

coronavirus. General Conference is now set for Aug. 29 - Sept. 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in 

Minneapolis, Minn. The SEJ Conference will be held Nov. 10-12, 2021, in Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

“The continuity of leadership is important in this unprecedented time,” Bishop Bryan said. “I am grateful for the joy of 

serving the South Georgia Conference for the past four years and consider myself blessed to have this additional 

opportunity.”  

Bill Hatcher, head of South Georgia’s General Conference laity delegation, is thankful Bishop Bryan has agreed to serve 

another year as South Georgia’s episcopal leader. 

“There’s no question this is our best option,” Hatcher said. “He’s a strong, sound leader for all of South Georgia, and we 

are blessed to have him continue for this interim period. He knows our people, he knows our churches and lay people, he 

knows our clergy … this is the best solution we could possibly come to.” 

As this announcement comes as the Church prepares for Pentecost, Bishop Bryan offers a prayer.  

“It is not lost on me that this announcement comes as we are preparing for the festival of Pentecost, the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit giving birth to the Christian Church. So I am offering a Pentecostal prayer: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill us with your 

mighty power that we might be Alive Together in Christ through worship, witness, and service.” 
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Churches Extend Helping Hands to Homeless 
 

 

 

Volunteers with Centenary Community Ministries. Inc. sort and organize tax forms and applications in preparation for helping homeless and poor people apply for 
U.S. government stimulus checks. Photo courtesy of Centenary Community Ministries Facebook page.  

(UMNews) From helping people file for the government’s coronavirus aid checks to turning a church parking lot into a tent 
camp, United Methodist churches are finding new and different ways to help those who are homeless or living in poverty 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Centenary Community Ministries in Macon, Georgia, has been holding twice-weekly sessions since April 15 to help 
people apply for the $1,200 aid package offered by the U.S. government. 

“It is a shame that the people most in need of this stimulus check are the ones who have to jump through the most hoops 
to get it,” said the Rev. Eric Mayle, executive director of the nonprofit agency created by Centenary United Methodist 
Church, where he is also an associate pastor. Read more 
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A Word from Bishop Bryan: COVID-19 
update – Loving others and being Socially 

Responsible 
 

 
 

The Cabinet and I want to thank all of our clergy and congregations for the ways you have been responsible, stayed 
home, practiced social distancing, and taken other measures designed to slow the spread of the coronavirus. We know 
how hard this is and how much you want to be together with your congregation. It takes everyone doing their part, and 
you are certainly doing yours. Thank you. 
 
On Thursday, April 30, Governor Kemp issued a statement extending Georgia’s public health emergency order to June 
12. This order calls for everyone to continue to stay home and social distance as much as possible. Those over 65, as 
well as those with underlying medical conditions, are asked to continue sheltering in place through June 12.   
 
GUIDANCE FOR SOUTH GEORGIA CHURCHES 
The governor’s extended order focuses our attention on mid-June as a time certain small gatherings might safely occur as 
long as CDC guidelines and procedures are followed. Out of an abundance of caution, we recommend June 21 and/or 
June 28 as dates to consider for any in-person gatherings. Each church needs to make decisions based on local 
conditions in the congregation and in the community. And each church needs to determine its own version of a “rolling 
restart” – which means deciding what one activity can be done safely, rather than starting many things at one time. The 
schedule for this rolling restart will be unique to each church and some, due to their size or other factors, may not begin 
their rolling restart until later in the summer. 
 
As you make plans for a rolling restart at the appropriate time, please use the guide – “Getting Ready to Return” – to help 
you think through various points of consideration as your church implements new methods and procedures to prepare 
your operations for the changes in the way you gather and worship.  
 
FIVE KEY WORDS 
One of the key concerns, no matter the church size, is how to safely accommodate gatherings of various sizes when the 
time is right. The timing and preparations for local churches opening their doors will look different for every single church. 
Inevitably, how we gather will look different than it did in February. Here are five key words to guide our decision making: 
Context, Risk, Resources, Readiness, Monitoring. 
 
CONTEXT: Pay attention to your context and do not compare yourself to churches of different sizes or locations. Are you 
in an area where the coronavirus is especially prevalent? What specific concerns are being expressed by parents, older 
adults, and others? What size gatherings will your space permit you to hold while allowing for six feet of distance between 
each person or family? 
 
RISK: Many of our faithful members and pastors fall into the high-risk category. How much risk are you willing to assume? 
How will you mitigate risks for infants, children, youth, adults, and all who have underlying medical conditions? Consult 
with healthcare professionals in the congregation or community concerning when and how to open. 
 
RESOURCES: Before re-starting anything, do you have adequate supplies such as paper towels for restrooms, sanitizer, 
gloves/masks? Are you able to procure additional supplies as needed? What is your plan for cleaning/disinfecting all 
areas that are used? 
READINESS: Are plans in place to provide guidance for safely parking, entering, and leaving the building? Are plans in 

https://www.sgaumc.org/getting-ready-to-return


place to provide seating that maintains social distancing? How will these plans be communicated to the 
congregation? Please discuss your plans with your district superintendent. 
 
MONITORING: Who is designated to maintain accountability to all guidelines and procedures?  How will you monitor staff 
for possible infections? 
 
In all cases, we need to pay attention to the following: 

• Before resuming any use of church buildings, form a task force to work through the 
guide, “Getting Ready to Return” to look at how you can slowly and safely phase in gatherings 
over a period of time. 

• When you reopen church buildings you need a plan for cleaning and disinfecting after each 
space is used. Click here for guidelines for churches from the CDC.    

• Wearing masks in public is important for not spreading the disease.  
• People without symptoms may nevertheless be contagious and spread the virus. 
• Childcare should not resume until CDC guidelines can be strictly followed. 
• We must live with the reality of this virus until a vaccine is ready for widespread use. 
• Business establishments, corporations, organizations, and local governments cannot allow 

more than 10 people to gather in a single location unless there is at least six feet between 
each person 

• Please discuss your plans with your district superintendent. 

EXCEPTIONS 
The Cabinet and I acknowledge there may be a few exceptions in which gatherings could occur 
earlier than this and still adhere to all of the guidelines and guidance of local authorities. In a county 
with few or no cases of the virus, a gathering of up to 25 might be okay with social distancing 
measures in place. In all places, groups of 10 or fewer are okay, so some of our churches are 
organizing watch parties in homes to view online worship. Congregations that have lots of space and 
few people can meet provided they can remain six feet apart per person and have communicated the 
plan to their congregation. Drive-in worship is okay if people maintain social distancing. Online 
worship and telephone conferencing are best. 
 
ROLLING RESTART CONVERSATIONS 
In addition to the key words and guidelines shown above, we invite you to join one of these Zoom at 
Noon calls based on average worship attendance to help you think through various points of 
consideration: 

• Monday, May 4 – Churches with average worship up to 50 (Watch the recording) 
• Tuesday, May 5 – Churches with average worship from 50-150 
• Wednesday, May 6 – Churches with average worship 150-250 
• Thursday, May 7 – Churches with average worship 250+ 

Click here to register. These conversations will be recorded and posted online. In the coming weeks, 
we will also be offering conversations around making choices for financial sustainability based on 
these same breakdowns of average worship attendance. 
 
How we lead in the days ahead will be important. Please care for yourself. Take the necessary time 
off to refuel and reflect.  
 
And remember: Stay Calm. Stay Connected. Stay the Course. 
Because in the midst of this pandemic we are Alive Together in Witness!  
 
R. Lawson Bryan 
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June 2, 2020 

Pastoral Care as a Gateway to Recovery from Addiction 

Colleagues, 

How do we cope given all the uncertainty, anxiety, and unrest in our midst as of late? Covid-19, as my great aunt would 

have said, “is plenty enough to say grace over,” while simultaneously we are bombarded with the reality of a deadlier 

pandemic. Exposure to humanity’s potential for hate, violence, and injustice toward neighbor spurns myriad responses. 

Those run the gamut ranging from passive denial to peaceful demonstrations of objection and on towards rage-filled 

retaliation and destruction. 

It is Pentecost. We are reminded that living amidst family and community, especially given our differences, is an age-

old  challenge. How is the Holy Spirit calling us to respond in 2020? We find ourselves as clergy striving to bring answers 

that call for a professional juggling act potentially involving the Gospel, an accurate encyclopedia of U.S. and world 

history, a psychology text book, a degree in epidemiology, IT expertise, and whatever trendy tome we may value as a 

guide to competent leadership. The tendency, even for us Christian ministers, is often to yield to temptation to have ALL 

the answers. When frustration mounts because we don’t, it’s tempting to search for answers inside Pandora’s Box… or 

bottle…or opioid prescription…or deck of cards…or different sex partner… or supersized burger and fries. 

Addiction; the lure of the substance or activity that provides a panacea for all that ails physically, psychologically, and 

spiritually. At the end of the day we are left looking in the mirror of our soul which bears the uncomfortable truth that we, 

too, are simply plain ole’ people, just like everybody else.  We long to escape, at least temporarily, into the seductive fog 

of euphoria through any means that will fuel our brain’s dopamine receptors so they light up brighter than a Boston 

fireworks display on the 4th of July.  

Tragically, when all the potions and promises that are too good to be true along the winding and treacherous path of 

indulgences in our drug of choice end up failing, the miserable bottom is a concrete floor laced with illness, financial and 

family ruin, emptiness, and complete isolation.  

We, ourselves, can be teetering toward the edge as clergy, while those we serve make a stop at the threshold of our 

door/office/cell phone number just before they, or someone they love, are about to encounter the all-consuming slip into 

addiction’s abyss of no return. Even without our own life struggles the “gate” to effective pastoral intervention is narrow 

and the “way” often obscured.  

It is the fortunate minister who has had at least an introductory course in appropriate care for the addict or his/her 

desperate family member(s)/friends. Unfortunately, though, even the basic tool box tends to rust and corrode when it is 



not well maintained. I have been licensed as a therapist for twenty five years, trained in alcohol and drug recovery 

facilities along the way, and have firsthand experience with addicted family members and close friends. I can personally 

attest to an addiction to food. Even still, working with addicts or their loved ones is unquestionably one of the most 

challenging aspects of my counseling ministry. Successful outcomes are rare and come at a great price. The “CURE” is a 

fantasy. Reality is one day at a time - sometimes one moment at a time - for the rest of one’s life, often with the feeling 

that there’s not enough Jesus to go around. 

Join me via Zoom once a month for three months, beginning on Thursday, June 11, at 10:30 AM, for 90 minutes at 

the feet of three experts. 

June’s expert will recoil at being referenced as such. Nevertheless, Reverend Tom Carruth, recovering alcoholic, is my 

GO-TO-GUY when I need consultation on a situation involving complex addiction issues. Tom will engage us in ways that 

are chilling and profound as he provides a glimpse into what it really looks and feels like to strive for sobriety. As one 

wounded healer among us, Tom can help us refresh our own toolboxes.  

You can sign up for one or all three. Go to https://www.sgaumc.org/gateway for more information and to register.  

During a time when addiction rates comprise their own pandemic, answers are few and far between. Still, hope in God 

abounds! Let’s get the RIGHT conversation going in South Georgia. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. Set our hearts and minds on fire… 

Deborah 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

 

The 2020 Annual Conference session, scheduled for June 7-9 at The Columbus Georgia Convention & Trade Center, has 

been postponed due to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Annual Conference is now set for August 14-15 at the UGA 

Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Ga. 

“While we look forward to the day we can all be together, the reality is that the coronavirus has changed how we are all 

doing ministry and meetings at this time,” Bishop Lawson Bryan said. “We have made the decision to not only postpone 

our Annual Conference session, but to shorten its length and move it to a more central location within our conference.” 

The action to postpone the Annual Conference session has been taken by Bishop Bryan and the Cabinet pursuant to 

paragraph 603.2-3 in The Book of Discipline, 2016, which provides provisions for the adjustment of the date and location. 

The health of those attending as well as a desire to lessen the financial impact for churches helped lead to the decision of 

a shortened session later this summer. 

“I am thankful we have leaders who can help us think through all aspects of how we conduct our business on the 

conference level,” Bishop Bryan said. “To the clergy and laity in South Georgia, thank you for your patience and grace as 

we navigate our work together. I continue to be inspired by the ways in which you are being alive together in witness as 

we love and serve each other.”  

Hotels 

Those who made hotel reservations in Columbus through Valley Hospitality will not need to call to cancel their individual 

reservations within these blocks. Valley Hospitality will cancel reservations as a courtesy to guests, and no cancelation 

fees will be charged. Individuals who made a reservation outside the South Georgia hotel block will need to contact the 

hotel directly to cancel their reservation. 

A hotel block is now open for the August Annual Conference Session in Tifton. You can find the list of hotels here. 

Agenda 

An agenda for the two-day session is now being finalized. Careful planning is needed in order to be sensitive to the work 

schedule of laity elected to represent their local church and to the specific services and business matters that are an 

important part of the Annual Conference Session. To accomplish this, the conference will be structured so that registration 

will open at 10 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 14. The Retirement Recognition and Golden Anniversary Celebration will follow at 11 

a.m. The Memorial Service will begin at 2 p.m. All who are able to attend these events are invited to do so. 

“I feel certain that all clergy, and as many laity as possible, will want to be present,” Bishop Bryan said. “These are high 

and holy moments for our annual conference.” 

Following the Memorial Service, there will be time for attendees to check into hotels and to accommodate the arrival of 

those who will be traveling after work to arrive for annual conference. 

Friday evening includes the Clergy and Laity Sessions, the opening worship service, and the opening business session.  
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In addition to the regular business session Saturday morning, the Service of Ordination and Commissioning will be held at 

11 a.m. The final business session will be held Saturday afternoon and will conclude in time for clergy and laity to be in 

their home churches Sunday morning. Additional details will be provided in the weeks ahead.  

Agenda Overview 

Friday, Aug 14         

10:00 a.m.     Registration Opens 

11:00 a.m.     Retirement Service 

  2:00 p.m.     Memorial Service 

  6:00 p.m.     Clergy and Laity Sessions 

  7:00 p.m.     Opening Worship 

  7:30 p.m.     Opening Business Session 

Saturday, Aug 15        

  8:00 a.m.      Business Session resumes 

 11:00 a.m.     Ordination 

  2:00 p.m.      Business Session resumes 

Moving Day 

Moving Day was originally scheduled for June 17. In recognition of the uncertainty about when churches can resume 

worship and acknowledging the need for pastors who are moving to have the time they need to conclude their work in 

their current appointments, Bishop Bryan and the Cabinet have adjusted the time frame. Moving Day will now be 

Wednesday, June 24, with the first Sunday of the new appointment being Sunday, June 28.   

This will allow time for pastors to finish well and for churches to celebrate the ministry they have accomplished together 

with their pastor. If the current social distancing and stay-at-home recommendations issued by our state continue through 

the month of June, Bishop Bryan and the Cabinet will reconsider this date.  

The usual procedures for payment of salaries for the month of June, for arrangements for the logistics and expenses of 

moving, and for July 1 being the date for changes of pension and benefits bills will remain the same.   

Moving Forward 

The Annual Conference planning team will continue to monitor all announcements by state and local officials, realizing 

things remain in a fluid state, and will provide updates as necessary. 

“We acknowledge the uncertainty we are dealing with regarding a large group gathering,” said Dr. Nita Crump, 

Conference Secretary. “We remain flexible and will continue to monitor to make sure the spread of the virus has been 

halted and a group such as ours will be able to meet safely.” 

Both General Conference, which was scheduled for May, and Jurisdictional Conference, which was scheduled for July, 

have also been postponed. New dates for these conferences will be announced soon. 

Up-to-date information may be found at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 
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Student Loan Payment Suspensions Available 
 

A three-month suspension of student loan payments is being 
offered by the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry in response to the economic impact of the coronavirus. The 
pandemic may cause financial hardship for many paying off student 
loans. Read more 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Security: Compensation for Church Security Guards 
 

 

We are very grateful for all the men and women of The North Central 

District who serve on church security teams in our local churches.  Many 

of our churches hire off duty officers to serve as security guards for 

worship services and other church events.  We want to make sure we are 

appropriately compensating those who serve in this capacity.  In Bibb 

County, the going rate for off duty officers working security is now $40.00 

per hour for a minimum of three hours.  You are encouraged to check with 

your local law enforcement to determine the going rate in your area. The 

safety of our worshiping communities should be a top priority for every 

church.  Let’s appropriately compensate those who help insure our safety 

so that they know how much we appreciate their willingness to serve our 

local churches. If you have any questions regarding church security, 

Rev. Jeff Cook is the Church Security representative on the North Central 

District Leadership Team.  You can reach him at 229-886-7032 

or jcook@mulberrymethodist.org.   
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Lay Servant Trainings 
 

 

2020 Class Dates  
 
 
Vidalia First UMC, Vidalia     College Place UMC, Brunswick 

Oct. 9 – 10 (Basic) Register here     Oct. 16 – 17 (Basic) Register here 

Oct. 23 – 24 (Advanced) Register here    Nov. 6 – 7 (Advanced) Register here 
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As you can see, the COVID-19 restrictions have impacted Epworth drastically.  This poses an 
existential threat to our ministry.  We need the South Georgia Conference to come and embrace their 
own conference center and museum as never before. 
  
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know.  Let us get through this together in 
faith!  God bless. 
  
Grace and Peace, 
Wayne 
 

 



Autumn Adventures 
 
Experience the Magic: Cumberland Island National Seashore and Okefenokee Swamp 

National Wildlife Refuge 
 

An Event for Older Adults 
October 12-15, 2020 

 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Georgia 

 
View Brochure 

 

 
This is always a favorite program each year. 

Register early to ensure your space. 
 

View Rates & Register Online Now 
 

EXPLORE WITH US: 
 

Experience the Magic that is Cumberland Island and Okefenokee Swamp.  Be transported back in 
history as you walk in the footsteps of early natives, missionaries, explorers and wealthy industrialists. 

 
Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge was created in 1936 to protect wildlife 
and for you to explore.  The refuge is vast with 402,000 acres of cypress forest, 
marsh lakes and islands.  It is filled with alligators, sandhill cranes, American 
woodstorks, red cockaded woodpeckers and over 400 species of other animals.  
Longleaf pine cypress, carnivorous sundews and other plants make up different 
habitats.  Stroll the boardwalk, tour the area by boat, perhaps sight woodstorks, 
warblers, blue herons and alligators.  Learn about the early settlers at the 
Chesser Homestead. 

 
 

 
Cumberland Island, Georgia’s largest and southernmost barrier island, is noted 
for its 17.5 miles of shoreline.  Its 36,000+ acres includes 16,850 acres of 
marsh, mud flats and tidal creeks.  9,800 acres are congressionally designated 
wilderness.  It is well known for its wildlife: sea turtles, wild turkeys, wild horses 
roaming the beach, armadillos, shore birds.  There are numerous historic 
structures on the island.  The 45 minute ferry ride leaves from historic St. 
Mary’s, GA. 

 
**Special Note: This program involves walking on uneven paths through the maritime forest as we explore  
Cumberland Island.  Participants will be outdoors most of the day each day and are encouraged to dress accordingly: 
Layered clothing; closed toe shoes; hat; insect repellent. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.epworthbythesea.org/uploads/events_21_2237687355.pdf
http://fs21.formsite.com/Epworthssi/imcjhmw8mg/indes.html


2020 UMC FCU 

Annual College Scholarship 

 

Students 17-35 years old within the United Methodist Florida, 

South Georgia, North Georgia, and Alabama-West Florida UM 

Conferences (Church Members, Church Staff, UMC Organization 

Staff, Family Members of Current UMC FCU Members, UMC 

Camps qualify to apply for this $1,000.00 scholarship.  There will 

be a winner from each conference. 

 

Apply here 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/form/


 

 

  

  

Conversations, a new book by Dr. William W. Oliver, is now available! All proceeds from the sale of this book 
will be donated to Wesley Glen Ministries, Inc. 

 

 A “Must Have” Book 

Do you like a good story? Not the kind we 

see all over television or social media 

these days, but perhaps a personal 

account of a memorable or influential 

event in your life that will leave a smile on 

your face, a tear in your eye, or a warm 

feeling in your heart. Dr. William Oliver 

shares a collection of his life experiences 

that lead us away from the hustle-bustle of 

our fast-paced world, and toward the 

wisdom we can gain from life experiences 

that mold our lives and teach us to enjoy 

whatever life provides us on that particular 

day. 

— Dr. Bill Argo 
 

 

Order your copy today! 
 

 

Pick up your copy at Wesley Glen, or mail the order form to: 
Vanda Asbell 

Wesley Glen Ministries 

4580 N Mumford Rd 

Macon, GA 31210 

 

Questions? Call Vanda at 478-471-3711 
 

 

 



 

ORDER FORM FOR CONVERSATIONS: 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________ St:_____ Zip: ____________ 

Phone: __________________________ 

email: ___________________________________________________ 

Total Number of Books ____ x $29.00 = $___________ 

 Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 

 

Pick up your copy at Wesley Glen, or mail form to: 

Vanda Asbell 

Wesley Glen Ministries 

4580 N. Mumford Rd. 

Macon, GA 31210 
 

 

 

 

 

This will make a great Father’s Day 

Gift 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Wesleyan Partnership Offers College Credit to 
Pastors in Training 

 

 

A new partnership between Wesleyan College in Macon and the United Methodist General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) will offer college credit for women who are enrolled in 
GBHEM’s pastoral training program, the Course of Study. The Course of Study is designed for those 
who wish to serve as local pastors in The United Methodist Church and possibly pursue ordination as 
elders without taking the traditional seminary route. 

Women who are enrolled in one of Wesleyan College’s online degree programs (Business 
Administration, Accounting, or Applied Psychology) and who are enrolled in the Course of Study 
program may earn 36 credits toward their Wesleyan degree (120 credits total) upon successful 
completion of the entire Course of Study. All Wesleyan College courses required for graduation will 
be taught in an online format. 

“To be able to get a college degree online through Wesleyan College and get 36 hours credit toward 
that degree from the Course of Study is a good deal for licensed clergywomen in our conference,” 
said Dr. Jay Harris, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South Georgia 
Conference. Read more 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!LMH5+HN4jPnhldQjWBv47lMQanqAXUen+nN1UH6GR0GlRoE6FF6QTSvoPVMWfD47P+D+GEJTA-pRHdbfuPVJ5I
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DKmfh+rbKOvUjhkhUoPhL11dXDOyTTn2tGuSSgxbh9GawBvOJieclog6IOEPzj2DneH6uqNsxbdbu9rcxy2JYw
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!DKmfh+rbKOvUjhkhUoPhL11dXDOyTTn2tGuSSgxbh9GawBvOJieclog6IOEPzj2DneH6uqNsxbdbu9rcxy2JYw
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!IBTylPxcUqVOtA3CDE7z4zMBoLpTK0x2yU5X-eIIq+jjRX+bKoYAgLA1jIQKtVmLAozyy3jnsDOwEt3AEH2Dig
https://sgaumc-email.brtapp.com/!JnYlM0QnFxxMgvWytWGMtsqfo6oEB24rZgXwc2Jek8+XhAmeL2PMPlRxGOzgmJcNabJE+pj9tA-o4WiCwtMIu0


 

 

 

 
 

 

Please be in prayer for all the nurses, doctors and first responders 

as they care for all the sick.  They had plenty to do prior to the 

COVID-19 but now they are overwhelmed.  They are amazing 

people and need our prayers more than ever now.   

 

We also need to pray for our churches as we start to reopen. 

 

Our country is in such unrest right now.  Please continue to pray 

for peace, unity and love. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

         
 

JUNE 
           

2 Jolene Barlow(S) 2 Judy Herrington(S)    1 John & Linda 

Horton 

3 Alaina Harrison  3 Rick Lanford     2 Gail & Bobby 

Smith 

3 Joyce Payne  5 Mark Magoni     3 Scott & Julie 

Hagan 

6 Sandra Wilson  7 Kevin Clotfelter     3 Brandon & 
MaryBeth Tolle 

7 Bob Williams  10 Bill Huddle     6 Wayne & Frances Sue 
Anthony 

10 John Horton  14 Bonnie Hinshaw(S)    9 John & Judy 

Irwin 

16 Jan Tripp(S)  18 Leland Collins     12 Jeff & 

Sandra Cook 

20 Kathy Williams(S) 21 Nancylee Cater     13 Billy 

& Grace Wicker 

22 Frank Morris  23 Don King      14 Nick & 

Laura Hazelton 

24 Tommy Perkins 26 Joel Dent     15 Wes & Jan Moye 

26 Graton Helms  30 Barry Giddens     25 Don & 

Mary Dale Kea 

30 Julie Hagan(S)  30 Robin Hagan(S)    25 Bob & Betty 

Moon 

           26 Baxter & Carolyn 
Hurley 

           26 Billy & Patricia 

Oliver 

           30 Julie & Audie 

Norman 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Children’s Birthdays 

 

Katherine Alligood Jeff & Juliann Alligood   June 6 

Corinne Edwards John & Teresa Edwards    June 26 

Jimmy Asbell, III Jimmy & Vanda Asbell    June 26 

 

 

 

 
EVANGELISM REPORT 

April 2020 

 

CHURCH NAME BEGINNING 

MEMBERSHIP 
AVG. 

COMBINED 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 

ADDED 

MEMBERS 

REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 

GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

ABBEVILLE      

LIBERTY HILL      

ALLENTOWN      

DANVILLE      

WESLEY CHAPEL      

ANDREW      

BETHEL      

LINTON      

PLEASANT GROVE      

BONAIRE 503 0 0 1 80 

BREWTON 17 0 0 0 5 

BOILING SPRINGS 48 0 0 0 42 

LOVETT 14 0 0 0 0 

THOMAS CHAPEL 6 0 0 0 0 

BUCKHORN      

CARTER’S 

CHAPEL 

     

CENTENARY      

CENTERVILLE 311 0 0 0 11 

BENEVOLENCE      

OAK GROVE      

CHRIST 181 0 0 0 0 

COCHRAN FIRST 211 0 0 29 0 

LONGSTREET 12 0 0 0 0 

CORINTH      

CROSSROADS      

DAVISBORO      

NEW HOPE      

DEEPSTEP      

DEXTER 45 0 0 0 0 



DUBLIN FIRST 942 802 0 2 261 

DUDLEY 74 0 0 0 8 

EASTMAN FIRST      

ELKO      

SNOW      

GROVANIA      

EVERGREEN 87 0 0 0 0 

FOREST HILLS      

GETHSEMANE      

GORDON 184 0 0 1 35 

GRAY 870 0 0 0 175 

CLINTON 144 0 0 0 0 

HADDOCK 31 0 0 0 0 

SUNSHINE 71 0 0 0 0 

HARVEST 909 0 0 15 0 

HAWKINSVILLE 

FIRST 

363 0 0 0 0 

 

 
CHURCH NAME BEGINNING 

MEMBERSHIP 
AVG. 

COMBINED 

ATTENDANCE 

MEMBERS 

ADDED 

MEMBERS 

REMOVED 

AVG. SMALL 

GROUP 

ATTENDANCE 

HERITAGE AT 

HOUSTON 

     

HERITAGE      

HOWARD CHAPEL      

IRWINTON- 

TOOMSBORO 

52 0 0 0 0 

SALEM 12 0 0 0 0 

JEFFERSONVILLE      

ASBURY      

JOYCLIFF      

SMITH CHAPEL      

LAUREL BRANCH      

LIBERTY 487 0 0 1 120 

LIZELLA      

MARTHA BOWMAN 929 0 0 0 200 

MONTROSE      

MOORE’S CHAPEL      

BETHEL      

MULBERRY 

STREET 

     

NUEVA VIDA      

NORTHVIEW      

PARK MEMORIAL 96 65 0 0 15 

PERRY 1154 0 0 0 290 

PINE FOREST 814 0 0 3 364 

PINE HILL 57 0 0 0 26 

PINEY MOUNT      

PITTS CHAPEL      

RIVERSIDE 399 0 0 23 0 

ROCHELLE      

PITTS      

ROCKLEDGE      

MIDWAY      

ROGERS      

SANDERSVILLE 440 0 0 0 0 



SHURLINGTON      

SWIFT CREEK      

TABERNACLE      

TENNILLE      

TRINITY      

LUCY CHAPEL 16 0 0 0 0 

PROSPECT 47 0 0 1 0 

VINEVILLE 1250 0 0 11 289 

WARNER ROBINS 

FIRST 

     

WESLEY 232 0 0 0 0 

ARLINE-BETHEL      

MAPLE SPRINGS      

WESLEY CHAPEL      

PINEY MOUNT      

WRIGHTSVILLE 

FIRST 

132 0 0 0 0 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 


