
Wednesday, January 31, 2018

Dear Bonaire UMC Members and Friends, 

We begin with a word of appreciation for you. People of all ages are being cared for because of your 
faithfulness. Thank you! Our Finance Committee takes the responsibility of overseeing the finances of our 
congregation very seriously. We strive to see every dollar accounted for, and for every offering you make to be 
used in the best possible ways to achieve God's purposes. We offer this letter as a report of the previous year.

We are delighted to report that we received 99.99% of our 2017 budgeted goal, an increase of 5.2% over the 
previous year's offerings. We continue to see people giving through the plate on Sundays and through our 
website and kiosk. Our giving was above our expenses, which allowed us to pay an additional amount down 
on the remaining debt from our building. 

We regularly revisit and discuss our policies, to make sure there are checks and balances in place, and seek 
advice from experts when needed. We have strengthened our security and procedures to ensure that we avoid 
any scams similar to the one that we experienced last summer.

In November, the Administrative Council approved a change to our financial policies regarding how monies 
designated to specific ministries will be accounted. Starting on January 1, gifts made to ministry areas that 
are funded in our budget (kids, youth, missions, music) will go to that ministry inside the budget, instead 
of accruing extra liabilities on our books. Gifts made to non-budgeted ministries, like the Chapel Fund, 
Elm Street Food Pantry, Clothing Closet, etc., will continue to have their monies set aside and apart from 
the budget. This change helps us to be more transparent on our reports and is in keeping with the Book of 
Discipline of the UMC and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service. 

David Orr and Kenny Bryant are now serving together as Treasurers, approving and signing payments. In 
addition, Bennett & Associates, a local accounting firm, is providing bookkeeping services in our office one 
day each week. We have plans, in early spring, for them to conduct an audit for the purpose of monitoring and 
improving our internal controls and procedures.

We are pleased to answer any questions you may have and thank you for your continued partnership in sharing 
the Gospel.

Charles Lee                                               Scott Hagan
Finance Chairperson                                   Pastor
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making disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world

Membership/Baptism
22 people joined in 2017
5 persons were baptized 

welcoming        discipling        serving

Families/Kids/Students
Average of 43 kids on Sundays
Reaching new middle+high 

students, averaging 25 /week 
at start of the new year now

Missions
Our Elm Street Food Pantry and 

Clothing Closet started their 5th 
year of serving our neighbors in 
June and serves, on average, 80 
families/month

100% support of our giving to 
United Methodist missions 
around the world

Set our own record - bought and 
packed over 43,000 meals 
that fed schoolchildren in 
southern Africa 

6 from our church traveled to 
Belize in June to share the Good 
News and build relationships

Our Lent Offering established 
water wells in Kamina, Katanga, 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo for local churches to help 
reach their neighbors

Worship
Averaging 306 in worship every 

weekend, our highest average ever
738 in worship for Christmas Eve 

Services

Big Events
Our Ladies Retreat in early 2017 

sees 64 women growing in 
fellowship and faith with Joyce 
Payne as the speaker down at 
Epworth by the Sea

80 kids had a blast at VBS
Volunteers teach the Bible and godly 

wisdom to little ones every week

In October, thanks to great 
generosity, we purchased this 
Yamaha C7 Concert Grand 
Piano to enhance our worship


