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ii. The Gift of Tongues—the ministry of 

proclaiming in a public meeting a message 
from God in a language not understood by 
the person giving it—not from the mind, but 
from the spirit. 
1.) Tongues is used for public ministry. 
2.) It is a sign gift from God, a 

distinguishing gift that does something 
very particular. 

3.) 1 Corinthians 14:22 (NLT2) 
So you see that speaking in 
tongues is a sign, not for 
believers, but for unbelievers. 
Prophecy, however, is for the 
benefit of believers, not 
unbelievers. 

4.) It is a sign to the unbeliever, to stir him 
inside. 

5.) This remarkable gift is directed 
through man’s spirit and manifests as a 
spirit language, a divine and spiritual 
communication that is different from 
his native tongue. 

6.) It is the most misunderstood of all the 
spiritual gifts. 

7.) What it is not 
a.) It is not the prayer language of 

tongues that comes with the 
infilling of the Holy Spirit. 

b.) It is not the learning of 
languages. 
  i.) 1 Corinthians 14:14 
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(NLT2) 
For if I pray in 
tongues, my spirit is 
praying, but I don’t 
understand what I am 
saying.  

 ii.) 1 Corinthians 14:2 
(NLT2) 

For if you have the 
ability to speak in 
tongues, you will be 
talking only to God, 
since people won’t be 
able to understand 
you. You will be 
speaking by the power 
of the Spirit, but it 
will all be mysterious. 

c.) It is not the interpretation of 
Scripture. 

8.) Only Spirit-filled, or Spirit-baptized, 
believers are candidates for this gift. 
a.) 1 Corinthians 14:5a (NLT2) 

I wish you could all speak 
in tongues, but even more I 
wish you could all 
prophesy.  

b.) Mark 16:15-18 (NLT2) 
15And then he told them, 
“Go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to 
everyone.  
16Anyone who believes and 
is baptized will be saved. 
But anyone who refuses to 
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believe will be condemned.  
17These miraculous signs 
will accompany those who 
believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and 
they will speak in new 
languages.  
18They will be able to 
handle snakes with safety, 
and if they drink anything 
poisonous, it won’t hurt 
them. They will be able to 
place their hands on the 
sick, and they will be 
healed.” 

9.) The gift of tongues will cease. 
a.) 1 Corinthians 13:8 (NKJV) 

Love never fails. But 
whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, 
they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away. 

b.) There will be no need for the 
Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
truth.  We will speak the same 
language as Jesus. 

c.) There will be no unbelievers who 
need a sign. 

d.) We will no longer need to edify 
ourselves. 

10.) Why speak in tongues 
a.) Tongues is an evidence of the 

infilling of the Holy Spirit. 
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b.) Tongues is your prayer language. 
c.) With tongues, you magnify God. 

Acts 10:46 (NKJV) 
For they heard them speak 
with tongues and magnify 
God. Then Peter answered, 

d.) Tongues edifies. 
1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV) 

He who speaks in a tongue 
edifies himself, but he who 
prophesies edifies the 
church. 

e. Tongues brings gladness in 
singing. 

f. Tongues is a source of 
intercessory prayer. 
Romans 8:26 (NLT2) 

And the Holy Spirit helps us 
in our weakness. For 
example, we don’t know 
what God wants us to pray 
for. But the Holy Spirit 
prays for us with groanings 
that cannot be expressed in 
words. 

g. Tongues is a source of spiritual 
refreshing. 
Isaiah 28:11-12 (NKJV) 

11For with stammering lips 
and another tongue He will 
speak to this people,  
12To whom He said, "This is 
the rest with which You 
may cause the weary to 
rest," And, "This is the 
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refreshing"; Yet they would 
not hear.  

h. Speaking and ministering to the 
Lord in tongues is somewhat like 
a respository of profit. 
1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV) 

But the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given to each one 
for the profit of all: 

iii. The Gift of the Interpretation of Tongues 
1.) The message that has been given in 

another language is interpreted 
supernaturally by the Holy Spirit 
through another person without any 
mental faculties being involved. 

2.) The purpose of this gift is to interpret 
and render a message intelligible that 
was given forth in an unintelligible 
tongue. 

3.) The person who operates in the gift of 
tongues should also seek the gift of 
interpretation. 
1 Corinthians 14:13 (NLT2) 

So anyone who speaks in tongues 
should pray also for the ability to 
interpret what has been said. 

4.) The ministry of this gift is to edify and 
build up the Church. 

5.) The gift of tongues along with the gift 
of the interpretation of tongues equals 
the gift of prophecy. 

6.) The interpretation of tongues is not a 
translation. 
a.) A translation is an exact 
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rendering from one language to 
another in precise grammatical 
terms. 

b.) An interpretation reveals what 
God wants us to know. 

7.) The interpretation of tongues is not an 
operation of the human mind. 

8.) When a message is given in tongues 
and no interpretation follows, there are 
possible reasons: 
a.) No one present has the gift of 

interpretation. 
b.) The person who is to give the 

interpretation is not obedient, 
either because of fear or 
rebellion. 

c.) The speaker was simply 
magnifying God and no public 
interpretation of the message was 
necessary. 

9.) The interpretation of tongues can come 
in two ways: 
a.) The interpreter speaks the words 

inspirationally. 
b.) The interpreter shares what he is 

seeing in the a vision. 
10.) The interpretation of tongues requires 

a measure of faith. 
iv. Tongues and Interpretation—Rules of 

Operation  (1 Corinthians 14:26-40) 
1. Tongues without interpretation is 

forbidden in the Church. 
1 Corinthians 14:28 (NLT2) 

But if no one is present who can 
interpret, they must be silent in 
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your church meeting and speak 
in tongues to God privately. 

2. The gift of tongues is limited in its use. 
a.) 1 Corinthians 14:27 (NLT2) 

No more than two or three 
should speak in tongues. 
They must speak one at a 
time, and someone must 
interpret what they say. 

b.) 1 Corinthians 14:33 (NLT2) 
For God is not a God of 
disorder but of peace, as in 
all the meetings of God’s 
holy people.  

c.) 1 Corinthians 14:40 (NLT2) 
But be sure that everything 
is done properly and in 
order. 

 v. Prophecy vs. Tongues 
1. Together, the sister gifts of tongues 

and interpretation have the same 
message, anointing, power, and 
abiding presence as ________. 

2. Audience 
a. Prophecy speaks to the _____. 
b. A message in tongues speaks to 

____ and to the ______. 
3. Results 

a. Prophecy builds up the ______. 
b. Tongues edifies and builds up the 

______. 
4. Tongues is a sign, not to the _______, 

but to the ________. 
 


