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The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Part 5 

 
X. The Holy Spirit In Conversion 

A. The Holy Spirit begins the process of conversion 
1. John 16:8 (NLT2) 

And when he comes, he will convict the world of 
its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the 
coming judgment. 

2. At the very beginning of the salvation process, it is the 
Holy Spirit Who takes the initiative and brings 
conviction to the sinning heart. 

3. The first step toward salvation for man is his confessing 
with the mouth. 

4. 1 Corinthians 12:3 (NLT2) 
So I want you to know that no one speaking by the 
Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one can say 
Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.  

5. He yields to the conviction of the Spirit and by the Holy 
Spirit he calls Jesus Lord. 

B. He completes the process 
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT2) 

As for us, we can’t help but thank God for you, 
dear brothers and sisters loved by the Lord. We 
are always thankful that God chose you to be 
among the first to experience salvation—a 
salvation that came through the Spirit who makes 
you holy and through your belief in the truth.  

2. 1 Peter 1:2 (NLT2) 
God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, 
and his Spirit has made you holy. As a result, you 
have obeyed him and have been cleansed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ. May God give you more 
and more grace and peace. 

3. The conclusion of our salvation involves three (3) final 
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steps: 
a. Sanctification of the Spirit—as the individual 

believes the truth, the Spirit chooses an individual 
and sets him/her apart. 

b. Obedience—Peter describes that this is man’s 
part of salvation—he obeys the truth. 

c. Sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ—the 
culminating act of the salvation process in which 
man’s sin is washed away and the Holy Spirit 
seals him. 

d. This completed work of the Holy Spirit within the 
heart of man is called the new birth. 

C. Other descriptive terms for conversion 
1. God sends the Spirit of His Son into our hearts- 

Galatians 4:6 (NLT2) 
And because we are his children, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to 
call out, “Abba, Father.” 

2. We receive a baptism into the body of Christ through 
the Spirit--1 Corinthians 12:13 (NLT2) 

. . . But we have all been baptized into one body 
by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.  

3. The Spirit “witnesses” with our spirit of our position as 
children of God--Romans 8:16 (NKJV) 

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 

4. Therefore, the substantiating evidence of Scriptural 
testimony is that all believers have the Holy Spirit 

D. John 20:22 (NLT2) (What happened to the disciples on the 
night of the resurrection) 

Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

1. The Spirit of the resurrected, glorified Christ was now 
available for human hearts, and Jesus hastened to 
impart this life to His disciples. 



The Person And The Work Of The Holy Spirit (Part 5) 

3 

2. The Spirit of God’s Son, the Spirit of Christ, as the 
Spirit of conversion, came into their hearts on that 
occasion. 

3. With you and shall be in you 
a. There is mystery connected with the fact that the 

Spirit of Christ was in Old Testament prophets 
and in New Testament believers, yet was only 
with the disciples during Christ’s earthly ministry. 

b. John 14:17 (NLT2) 
He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all 
truth. The world cannot receive him, 
because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t 
recognize him. But you know him, because 
he lives with you now and later will be in 
you. 

c. This mystery has to do with the relation of the 
Person of Christ to the Person of the Holy Spirit. 
1.) The latter is the ‘other self’ of the former. 
2.) Since Christ was compelled, by the nature of 

the physical body which He occupied, 
merely to be with them before He was 
glorified, it was therefore logically true that 
His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) was also with 
them and not in them until Christ rose from 
the dead. 

4. John 20:22 was the first step of the Spirit’s incoming 
Christ breathed upon them the Holy Ghost. 

5. The final fulfillment of John 14:17 came on the day of 
Pentecost—they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
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XI. The Baptism In The Holy Spirit Distinguished From 
Conversion 
A. All believers may be baptized in the Spirit. 

1. This is a further work than “having” the Holy Spirit 
through salvation—the regenerating work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

2. Distinction between regeneration and baptism with the 
Holy Spirit. 
a. Regeneration—there is the impartation of life by 

the Spirit’s power 
b. Baptism with the Holy Spirit—there is the 

impartation of power and the one who receives it 
is fitted for service. 

B. Christ’s relation to the Spirit 
1. Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit from the virgin 

Mary’s womb. 
a. During this time He was led by the Holy Spirit. 
b. Also, during this time He was taught by the Holy 

Spirit. 
2. At the River Jordan, He was baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

a. He received the anointing from on high. 
b. His human nature was empowered by the Spirit. 
c. This launched Him upon and maintained Him in 

the most dynamic ministry. 
d. His ministry moved into a public one. 

C. The disciples’ relation to the Spirit 
D. The Samaritan converts’ relation to the Spirit 

1. The disciples at Samaria received Christ under the 
preaching of Philip. (Acts 8:4-13)(NLT2) 

4But the believers who were scattered preached 
the Good News about Jesus wherever they went.  
5Philip, for example, went to the city of Samaria 
and told the people there about the Messiah.  
6Crowds listened intently to Philip because they 
were eager to hear his message and see the 
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miraculous signs he did.  
7Many evil spirits were cast out, screaming as 
they left their victims. And many who had been 
paralyzed or lame were healed.  
8So there was great joy in that city.  
9A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there 
for many years, amazing the people of Samaria 
and claiming to be someone great.  
10Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often 
spoke of him as “the Great One—the Power of 
God.”  
11They listened closely to him because for a long 
time he had astounded them with his magic.  
12But now the people believed Philip’s message of 
Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men 
and women were baptized.  
13Then Simon himself believed and was baptized. 
He began following Philip wherever he went, and 
he was amazed by the signs and great miracles 
Philip performed. 

2. They later received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14 
17)(NLT2) 

14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the 
people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, 
they sent Peter and John there.  
15As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these 
new believers to receive the Holy Spirit.  
16The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of 
them, for they had only been baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.  
17Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these 
believers, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

E. Paul’s relation to the Holy Spirit 
1. On his way to Damascus to round up Christians, he had 
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an encounter with Jesus in which he heard the voice and 
saw the light from heaven, brighter than the light of the 
midday sun.  At this time he called Jesus Lord (Acts 
9:5-6).  This was the moment of his conversion. 

2. Upon his arrival at Damascus, Ananias was sent to him 
and laid hands upon him that he might receive his sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

F. The Ephesian disciples’ relation to the Spirit 
1. The disciples at Ephesus had been baptized unto the 

baptism of John. 
2. Greek explanation 

Both the main verb in this sentence and the 
participial form properly translated “when you 
believed” (V. 2) are in the Greek aorist tense 
which indicate action in past time.  The participle 
might be rendered “having believed,” which 
would distinguish between the receiving of the 
Holy Spirit (in baptismal fullness) and the original 
believing in Christ unto salvation. 

3. Why would Paul ask them if they had received the Holy 
Spirit if indeed there was not a possibility of a 
subsequent (post-salvation) experience of receiving the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

G. Relation of the converts on the Day of Pentecost to the Holy 
Spirit 
1. Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost was: 

a. Repent 
b. Be baptized 
c. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 


