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Hearing God 
Study Guide 

 
Our Heavenly Father wants fellowship with us.  He wants to: 

Commune 
Communicate 

Fellowship is impossible without: 
Communion 
Communication 

Our directive is not to "get more from God" but to have fellowship with Him. 
 
Jesus' most-repeated statement—“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!"  

Used fifteen times in the New Testament  
The last seven (7) times He added:  "... what the Spirit is saying" 

 
One of the strongest teachings of the New Testament 

That God the Holy Spirit lives in the believer now. 
That He, the Holy Spirit, is to be to the believer all that Jesus was to the disciples. 

 
Functions of the Holy Spirit 

To teach them all they needed to know; 
To teach them what Jesus had not been able to teach because they were not ready for it. 

 
Most of the everyday decisions you and I have to make are not specifically 
covered in the Bible. 
 
Dangers of the Scripture without the Author 

Without the Author--the Holy Spirit--to interpret Scripture for us, the Bible becomes a 
dividing wall, killing people's fellowship with one another. 

If not handled rightly, Scripture can keep us from the living God and a real relationship 
with Him. 

 
The revelation of Scripture and its effect upon our lives 

Scripture reveals God Himself 
Scripture records His relationship to man in the past 
Scripture contains prospects for the future 

 
God's gift of spiritual life contains the ability to hear in and from the 
spiritual world: "ears to hear" 
 
Hearing God must be vital to you—perceived as necessary to live the quality of 
life we choose to live 
 
Tripartite (Three-fold) Nature of Man:  Man is a spirit, he has a soul and he lives in a body. 

Spirit 
This is the breath of God in man. 
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It is the life-giving element with man's being. 
Tripartite nature of the spirit 

Intuition: "Perceiving ability" 
Conscience: "Moral sense; sense of right and wrong" 
Communion: "Means by which we communicate and fellowship with 

God" 
Soul 

Gives personality and distinction to who we are as a spirit 
Tripartite nature of the soul 

Mind: "Rational/reasoning faculty of man" 
Will: "Volitional faculty of man by which he chooses or decides" 
Emotions: "Center of our feelings; seat of passions" 

Body 
The corporeal part of many by which he relates to the physical world about him 
Tripartite nature of the body 

Bone: "hard bodily cellular matter" 
Tissue: "soft bodily cellular matter" 
Blood: "the vital fluid of life" 

 
A key to hearing God's promises and acting as though they were already so is to 
command your mind, based on something God has said.  Principal for the development of any 
desired ability: FIT 

Frequency 
Intensity 
Time 

 
Because hearing Him speak is vital, God built into us a system that helps us 
concentrate upon things we deem as important and allows us to ignore those things that have 
little or no place in our value system. 
 
Practical suggestions on using the law of response to develop our ability to hear 
God. 

There must be a purposed response 
There must be a positive response 
There must be a negative response 
There must be an increased response 
There must a practical response 

 
Characteristics of a pure heart—a pure heart is a heart that wills and seeks and wants one thing 
only.  God is of the utmost importance in a pure heart. 

God's promise 
God's desire 
God's admonition 

 
How do we get a pure heart? 

Procedure #1: Cleansing 
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Procedure #2: Circumcision 
 
The two basic necessities for God's child to hear the Father speak. 

A hearing ear. 
A pure heart 

 
The enemy, Satan, sets many traps to catch the unwary child of God.  Purposes of these traps: 

To keep you from hearing God 
To keep you from distinguishing His voice 
To keep you from having the fellowship with Him that is your privilege as His child 

 
The types of traps:  (Know what it is and at least one characteristic of each type) 

The Trap of Hurry and Busyness 
The Trap of External Distractions 
The Trap of Not Recognizing God's Voice 
The Trap of Our Mind Set 
The Trap of Trying Too Hard 
The Trap of Presumption 

 
The types of snares:  (Know what it is and at least one characteristic of each type) 

The Snare of Rebellion 
The Snare of Double-Mindedness 
The Snare of Pretense 

 
The types of hindrances:  (Know what it is and at least one characteristic of each type) 

The Hindrance of Runaway Emotions 
The Hindrance of Wandering Thoughts 
The Hindrance of an Empty Spiritual Life 

 
The most important thing in rejecting wandering thoughts is to concentrate on the indwelling 
Christ. 
 
Tradition 

An inherited pattern of thought or action 
The handing down from one generation to another of information, beliefs, and customs 

by word of mouth or example 
 
Satan uses these methods when he tries to gain entrance “through the door” of our soul: 

Emotions 
Reasonings 

 
God uses these methods when He desires to gain entrance “through the door” of our soul: 

Calls 
Woos 
Makes Himself known to us 
Knocks 
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Characteristics of the voice of the enemy—“the thief” 

Threatens and intimidates 
Orders 
Urgent and compulsive 

 
The most important period of time is always “the now” 
 
Truths of knowing God’s voice by His relevance 

He is God of "The Now" 
The God Who guides, provides--on time 
The Lord speaks to us in the midst of our circumstances 
God speaks plainly--confusion and misunderstanding are not from Him 
God, the Creator, works according to His own established ways 

 
A "prooftext" is often a statement lifted out of its context to prove a particular viewpoint 
 
It is never right to do wrong in order to do right--the end never justifies the means 
 
Three (3) basic principles about the way God works 

God is more interested in the development of our character than He is in changing our 
circumstances 

God deals with attitudes and concepts more than He deals with behavior 
The Lord guides us with "Yes" or "No" 

 
Know the difference between conviction and condemnation 
 
Which Scripture talks about our self-image 
 
Areas in which Satan's attempt at causing division in the body of Christ have centered 

The enemy uses doctrine to divide 
The enemy uses experience to divide 
The enemy uses different methods to divide 

 
Knowing God’s voice by the results it produces 
Encouragement 
Peace 
Sympathetic understanding 
Hope 
Creates and Sustains our faith 
Gratitude in our heart 
 
The first step of the spiritual world's interaction with the physical world is most often a thought 
placed in the mind of an individual. 
 
All thoughts can be divided into two basic categories.  What are they? 
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Meditation is 
Listening to God 
Thinking His thoughts with Him 
The finding of His will and viewpoint 
The discovering of truth 
Giving God a chance to speak 

 
Truth is the reality that lies behind appearance 
 
A Habit is: 

A process that has been consciously and regularly repeated 
Something we then do naturally and spontaneously without much conscious effort 

 
Worldly Meditation contrasted to Biblical Meditation 
 
Dead works compared/contrasted to lasting ministry 
 
Hearing God is the privilege and right and responsibility of every born-again child of God 
 
Essay:  Discuss Logos and Rhema 


