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A Word of Explanation 
And Acknowledgments 

  
As a teacher, I find it much easier to teach when I have an overview of material before 

me to serve as a guide, a resource platform and a springboard for prophetic teaching. In the 
material outlined which follows, I have endeavored to take the work of Peter Lord's Hearing 
God and outline it into a teaching resource that could readily be picked up and taught. I have 
earnestly attempted to put the material together in such a way as to give a systematic and 
smooth flow to the dealing of the topic at hand.  

 
 I am indebted to the work of the following individual for his contributions to the 
exploration of unfolding the revelation of knowing God's voice: 
 
 Peter Lord, Hearing God (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1988) 
 
 The material contained herein is predominantly that of Peter Lord. I have added a 
section dealing with the tripartite nature of man, which I felt was an important addendum in 
dealing with this subject. 
 
 Learning to hear and recognize God's voice in our daily life is an essential requirement 
to walking in victory with boldness, power and directive. May the material contained herein 
challenge and equip you to do just that.  
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Introduction 
  I. Our Heavenly Father wants fellowship with us. 

A. He wants to: 
1. Commune 
2. Communicate 

B. He desires to do this in a true fellowship of 
1. Love 
2. Enjoyment of each other 

 
 II. Our directive is not to "get more from God" but to have fellowship with Him. 

A. Fellowship involves relationship that is at minimal bi-directional. 
B. Fellowship is impossible if we cannot hear Him as well as talk with Him. 

 
III. The Scriptures and Hearing God 

A. Primary evidence in Scripture for hearing God speak to us today 
1. Biblical instruction 
2. Promises 
3. Commands 

B. The purpose of Scripture 
1. Illustration: love letters from wife 

a. Today's focus not on them but on her 
b. They were from the past, but importance of experience today! 

2. The Scriptures are not an end in themselves. 
a. They point the way to a meaningful relationship with the living 

God. 
b. They bring us into fellowship with Him as they demonstrate His 

love. 
3. Our response to His words of love 

a. To love Him with everything we are and have 
b. To show that love in obedience 

4. John 5:39-40  "39You search the Scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; 40and 
you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life." 

5. The Scriptures are love letters to us from God through special secretaries 
(66 books penned by approximately 40 writers over a period of over a 
1,000 years)  

6. Illustration: photograph  
a. A picture of a person but not the actual person 
b. A substitute, but not a replacement for the person 
c. The Scriptures are a photo album of Jesus Christ.  

7. Scripture is a personal invitation from Jesus for us to be with Him 
where He is now. 

8. Over and over and over again, Jesus taught the importance, the necessity, 
of hearing God speak to us. Jesus' most-repeated statement 



Hearing God 
Peter Lord 

4 

a. "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear!"  
b. Used fifteen times in the New Testament  
c. The last seven (7) times He added: 

"... what the Spirit is saying" 
1. Jesus was speaking from heaven. 
2. The Holy Spirit was here on earth. 

9. Jesus defined His followers as "those who hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me." (John 10) 

10. The Lord Jesus told us we are to live as He lived and to minister as He 
ministered. 

11. How 
a. He did nothing on His own initiative. 
b. John 12:49  "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the 

Father Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what 
to say, and what to speak." 

12. Jesus told Martha that only one thing was necessary 
a. It was to listen to His words. 
b. Luke 10:41, 42 

 
IV. A Major New Testament Teaching 

A. One of the strongest teachings of the New Testament 
1. That God the Holy Spirit lives in the believer now. 
2. That He, the Holy Spirit, is to be to the believer all that Jesus was to the 

disciples. 
B. Jesus' great promises  

1. John 14:16  "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may be with you forever." 

2. John 14:17, 18  "that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you, and will be in you. {18} I will not leave you 
as orphans; I will come to you." 

3. John 16:7  "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I 
go, I will send Him to you. " 

C. Functions of the Holy Spirit 
1. To teach them all they needed to know; 
2. To teach them what Jesus had not been able to teach because they were 

not ready for it. 
D. It is the teaching of the New Testament writers that the Christian norm is to 

walk in the spirit. 
1. Paul: Romans 8:14  "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, 

these are sons of God." 
2. John: 1 John 2:27  "And as for you, the anointing which you received 

from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; 
but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a 
lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him." 
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E. All of us who read Scripture as God's Word will hear His voice clearly. 
 
V. Experiencing the Promises of Scripture 

A. Prerequisite to experiencing the promises of Scripture 
1. Knowing God 
2. Hearing Him speak to us 

B. Illustration: James 1:5  "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to 
him.” 
1. How can we experience this if God does not tell us? 
2. How can we experience this if we do not hear from Him? 

C. Most of the everyday decisions you and I have to make are not specifically 
covered in the Bible. 
1. Whom should you marry? 
2. What kind of vacation should you take? 
3. When and where should you take it? 
4. Should you buy this house? 
5. Is this the job the Lord wants you to take? 

D. The way to get the answers from God is clearly written for us. 
E. One of the greatest of all Jesus' promises to the believer is the one He made to us 

before He returned to the Father. 
1. The privilege of knowing God 
2. The privilege of having a personal and intimate experience with Him 
3. John 16:7, 12-13  7"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I 

go away; for if! do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if! 
go, I will send Him to you." 12-13 12"1 have many more things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His 
own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 
disclose to you what is to come." 

4. This is impossible if we cannot hear Him. 
F. The Scriptures are only objective revelations as the Holy Spirit makes them so. 

1. Scripture and man without the Holy Spirit become a subjective 
revelation. 

2. That is, they mean what each individual thinks they mean. 
G. Jesus said He, the Holy Spirit, would live in us for many reasons. 

1. The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth. 
2. John 16:13  
3. He will take the Scriptures and tell us what they mean. 

a. What they mean for us individually 
b. What they mean for us now 

 
VI. To read and study the Scripture while ignoring its Author is one of the ways we "grieve" 

and quench the Holy Spirit--and thereby, Jesus Christ.  
A. Ephesians 4:30  "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed for the day of redemption." 
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B. Dangers of the Scripture without the Author 
1. Without the Author--the Holy Spirit--to interpret Scripture for us, the 

Bible becomes a dividing wall, killing people's fellowship with one 
another. 

2. If not handled rightly, Scripture can keep us from the living God and a  
real relationship with Him. 

 
VII. The revelation of Scripture and its effect upon our lives 

A. Scripture reveals God Himself. 
B. Scripture records His relationship to man in the past. 

1. It shows how God interacted with people. 
2. It tells what He did and why He did it. 
3. It explains why people succeeded and why they failed. 

C. Scripture contains prospects for the future. 
1. It tells what the future will be if we walk with God. 
2. It tells what the future will be if we do not walk with God. 

D. Primary motivation/purpose of written revelation of past and future references 
1. Both the records of the past and the promises for the future are for 

motivation in the present. 
2. They are to demonstrate how you and I can experience God now and  

here in our own situation and life. 
 
VIII. Why I Started Listening to God 

A. Illustration: skiing 
1. The guide always stayed in a place where they could communicate with 

each other. 
2. God has given US the Holy Spirit to be our Guide through life. 

a. To walk with us 
b. To talk with 

3. Our responsibility: 
a. To listen 
b. To obey 

4. Before we can obey, we must listen--but, before we can listen, we need 
to know the voice of our Guide. 

B. The most-asked question: "How do you know God's voice?" 
C. Illustration: "One Heaven of a Woman"--his wife 
D. Modem-day prophets 

1. "God's voice must speak from within to bring enlightenment. It must be 
the Spirit of God speaking soundlessly within. That is what brings in man 
and makes him accountable to God." 

2. A.W. Tozer: "Men and women need to be told that it may be fatal to 
silence the inner voice. It is always perilous to resist the conscience 
within; but it may be fatal to silence that voice, to continue to ignore that 
speaking voice within." 

E. God is first and foremost the Father! 
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Part I 
"Checking Your Equipment” 

 
Chapter I 
"A Hearing Ear" 
 
  I. Ills.:  Crickets 

A. A person "learns" to hear 
B. A hearing ear can be developed 
C. Song of Solomon 5:2 "I was asleep, but my heart was awake. A voice! My 

beloved was knocking: 'Open to me, my sister, my darling, My dove, my perfect 
one!  For my head is drenched with dew, My locks with the damp of the night.'" 

 
 II. A Basic Premise and a Choice 

A. "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" 
1. Fifteen times this statement is quoted in the New Testament. 
2. It indicates the importance of two things: 

a. A basic premise: having ears to hear 
b. A basic choice: choosing to use those ears to hear 

B. When one receives spiritual life at the new birth, one receives the abilities 
inherent in that spiritual life. 
1. God's gift of spiritual life contains the ability to hear in and from the 

spiritual world: "ears to hear". 
2. Without this ability, these things are not possible: 

a. Communion 
b. Meditation 
c. Hearing our Heavenly Father 

C. Understanding--comprehension--must be learned. 
1. Ills.: baby 

a. A baby is born with an inherent physical ability to hear but does 
not know what he hears. 

b. A baby sees but knows not what he sees. 
2. Listening--communication 

a. Listening is the communication skill we practice most often, but 
many of us never really learn how to do it right. 

b. Communication experts consider careful listening to be a 
learned ability, not innate behavior. 

c. Dr. Kyman K. Steil, chairman of the Speech-Communication 
Division, Department of Rhetoric, University of Minnesota at 
St. Paul: 
1.) We spend 80% of our waking time communicating. 
2.) We are never really taught to listen. 
3.) Mistakes in listening can be expensive. 

d. We must choose to listen. 
D. First Secret: Hearing God Must Be Vital to You 
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1. Something is "vital" if it is perceived as necessary to live the quality of 
life we choose to live. 

2. The best overall preparation for successful meditation involves: 
a. A personal conviction of its importance 
b. A staunch determination to persevere in its practice 

3. People quickly learn what they consider vital to their lives. 
4. St. Teresa's admonition: "It is essential, I maintain, to begin the 

practice of prayer with a firm resolution to persevere in it.  Search for 
Silence, Elizabeth O'Connor 

5. O'Connor: "One should not adopt the practice of meditation with the 
intention of 'giving it a try.'" 

E. Influence of crises in our life 
1. Why is it that people encounter God in a time of great need, or personal 

crisis, more than any other time? 
a. Crises are situations we don't know how to handle. 
b. Crises must be solved for our survival. 

2. Therefore, in a crisis we turn to God. 
a. Our desperation--coupled with our inability, our weakness, our 

need--makes hearing from Him an absolute necessity. 
b. It is a great tragedy if we only come to God in our crises. 
c. Our life is spent moving from crisis to crisis. 
d. We need Him and His words for every part of life. 

 
III. The Scriptural Emphasis on Hearing 

A. Luke 10:38-42:  account of Mary and Martha 
1. Martha focused on the physical needs of preparation. 
2. Mary was the only one who really understood what was ahead for Jesus. 

a. She had sat at His feet, listening to His words. 
b. She later anointed Jesus with oil in preparation for His death 

and burial. 
B. Romans 10:17  "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of 

Christ." 
C. Hebrews 11:6  "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 
seek Him." 

D. Matthew 4:4  "But He answered and said, 'It is written, "MAN SHALL NOT 
LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT 
OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.''''' (Jesus tells us that our direction, our goals, our 
very lives, must be built on His words to us.) 

E. This was the secret of Jesus' own life. 
1. John 4:34  "Jesus said to them, 'My food is to do the will of Him 

who sent Me, and to accomplish His work. ", 
2. John 5:19  "Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, "Truly, 

truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is 
something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, 
these things the Son also does in like manner. " 
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F. Ills.:  Johnie 
1. "It isn't' facts that cause us to worry: it's our interpretation of the 

facts. " 
2. "We need to be assured that God does love ..., that He does have a 

plan, and that he is working whether we see it or not!" Johnie Lord, 
Learning How to Pray for Our Children, (Titusville, Fla.: Agape 
Ministries, 1979), pp. 14-15. 

3. Jeremiah 29:11-12  '''11For I know the plans that I have for you,' 
declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a 
future and a hope.  12Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to 
Me, and I will listen to you. ", 

4. Trust in the Lord will enable us to live in a great sense of peace, rest, and 
victory. 

 
IV. Developing a Hearing Ear 

A. Tripartite (Three-fold) Nature of Man 
1. Man is a spirit, he has a soul and he lives in a body. 
2. Characteristics of the triune composition of man. 

a. Spirit 
1.) This is the breath of God in man. 
2.) It is the life-giving element with man's being. 
3.) Tripartite nature of the spirit 

a.) Intuition: "Perceiving ability" 
b.) Conscience: "Moral sense; sense of right and 

wrong" 
c.) Communion: "Means by which we communicate 

and fellowship with God" 
b. Soul 

1.) Gives personality and distinction to who we are as a spirit 
2.) Tripartite nature of the soul 

a.) Mind: "Rational/reasoning faculty of man" 
b.) Will: "Volitional faculty of man by which he 

chooses or decides" 
c.) Emotions: "Center of our feelings; seat of 

passions" 
c. Body 

1.) The corporeal part of many by which he relates to the 
physical world about him 

2.) Tripartite nature of the body 
a.) Bone: "hard bodily cellular matter" 
b.) Tissue: "soft bodily cellular matter" 
c.) Blood: "the vital fluid of life" 

B. A key to hearing God's promises and acting as though they were already so is to 
command your mind, based on something God has said. 
1. This must be done as an act of the will--a quality decision of our own. 
2. Steps to this process: 
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a. Make a deliberate choice and effort to set your mind of God.  Ask 
His help if you think you have an undisciplined mind. 

b. Make a deliberate choice to exercise your mind in focusing on 
God. 
1.) Have a regular time to pursue this intensely. 
2.) Begin at a low level and increase gradually. 

c. Carry this exercise of setting your mind on God into every area of 
life. 
1.) Determine to consciously bring every thought captive to 

God. 
2.) Immediately tum to God in all circumstances. 
3.) After a while, it will become a spontaneous action to refer 

all things to Him. 
a.) It will become a natural reflex developed through 

habit. 
b.) It only takes about 30 days to develop a habit. 

C. Principal for the development of any desired ability: FIT 
1. Frequency 
2. Intensity 
3. Time 

D. Pauline theology 
1. Romans 8:14  "For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these 

are sons of God. " 
2. Romans 8:9  "However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. "--We must hear God if we 
are to live by the Spirit as sons of God. 

3. Galatians 5:16  "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry 
out the desire of the flesh. "--Hearing God is essential for a good 
Father/son relationship. 

E. The tap root of spiritual maturity is a personal, continuous, vital, loving 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

F. Hearing God is the one thing that a believer cannot do without if they are 
going to live the Christian life. 

 
 V. Substitutes for Hearing from God 

A. Hindrances to growing in God 
1. Despite all the supposed spiritual information and help accessible today, 

there is less spiritual health and slower-growing spiritual maturity than 
ever before. 

2. The greatest hindrances to hearing God are all the substitutes ready for 
immediate use. 

3. While these "substitutes" may be helpful and even good in themselves 
on occasion, when used as a "substitute" for the time, the effort, and 
the perseverance of hearing God for ourselves, they become problem 
areas. 
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B. Satan's tactics 
1. Tactic #1: Good books 

a. Types 
1.) How-to books 
2.) Why-to books 
3.) How-I-did-it books 
4.) You-should books 

b. For many, they have become a substitute for God's voice. 
2. Tactic #2: Religious broadcasts 
3. Tactic #3: Religious services 
4. Tactic #4: Professional and spiritual counselors 

C. A substitute for God's voice 
1. "You hear God for us" syndrome (people or Israel to Moses) 
2. These forms of media must be enhancers, a secondary resource not the 

primary source of our life in the Spirit. 
3. These forms of media do not call for us to make a solid commitment.  

We feel no real responsibility to act on what we hear and therefore, we 
can casually accept or reject the advice according to personal whim. 

4. However, on the contrary, when we hear from God Himself, we are faced 
we the necessity of making a clear-cut decision. 
a. We can obey Him. 
b. We can disobey Him. 

 
VI. God's Provision for Us to Hear Him Speak 

A. Because hearing Him speak is vital, God built into us a system that helps us 
concentrate upon things we deem as important and allows us to ignore those 
things that have little or no place in our value system. 

B. Reticular Activating System (RAS) 
1. A function that God built into a portion of our brains that constantly 

filters out unimportant information and focuses on what is meaningful to 
us. 

2. How it functions: 
a. Positive focusing (Ills.: mother with a baby) 
b. Negative filtering (Ills.: living next to an airport/railroad tracks) 
c. Individual perceiving (Ills.: different perceptions of same event) 

3. Denis Waitley, Seeds of Greatness, pp. 123-24. 
a. The "Reticular Activating System" filters out the unimportant 

stimuli and focuses on what is important at the moment .... Once 
you have made a distinction that a certain value, thought, idea, 
sound, picture or feeling is significant to you, your reticular 
activating system is alerted. It immediately transmits any 
information it receives regarding this significant item into your 
consciousness. 

b. He calls it "the guardian of the mind." 
C. Two-way communication is essential to all relationships. 

1. Hearing is our half of communication; therefore, we must learn to hear. 
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2. God saved us for fellowship--we were called through God's faithfulness 
into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ. 
a. Fellowship is impossible without: 

1.) Communion 
2.) Communication 

b. A. W. Tozer: "God's voice must speak from within to bring 
enlightenment. It must be the Spirit of God speaking soundlessly 
within--that is what brings him in and makes him accountable to 
God." 

3. Our number-one priority must be hearing God! 
a. We must change our value system. 
b. We must reset our priorities. 
c. Otherwise, we are not going to hear Him very well! 

 
VII. The Importance of Our Response 

A We can easily lose the sensitivity to things that we once thought valuable. 
B. The person who listens to God and responds positively is someone who will hear 

more and more and more from the Lord. 
 
VIII. Bearing Fruit with Perseverance 

A. Matthew 13:12  ""For whoever has, to him shall more be given, and he shall 
have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken 
away from him." 

B. Practical suggestions on using the law of response to develop our ability to hear 
God. 
1. There must be a purposed response--a commitment to respond. 

a. Hardness develops from a lack of responding to the truth we have 
heard. 

b. The worst thing you can do--the quickest way to become 
insensitive--is to ignore an impression. 

2. There must be a positive response. 
a. Responding positively is the key to developing sensitivity to God. 
b. Responding positively is the key to working discipline into our 

lives. 
3. There must be a negative response. 

a. Negative responding is necessary in order to become insensitive 
and unresponsive to the world's values and ways. 

b. Scriptural support 
1.) Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 1:10; 4:14, 15:  "Happy is the 

person who does not listen to the wicked, who does not go 
where sinners go, who does not do what bad people do." 

2.) 1 John 2: 15  "Do not love the world, nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him" 

4. There must be an increased response. 
a. The law of response says our sensitivity increases in direct 
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proportion to the positive responses we give to our impressions. 
b. The more we respond to the things of God--especially to the 

guiding voice of the Holy Spirit--the more aware we will become 
of Him and His world. 

5. There must a practical response. 
 
Chapter 2 
"A Pure Heart" 
 
  I. "Pure" 

A. Definition 
1. The absence of contamination 
2. The elimination of evil 
3. Single-mindedness--the desire and commitment to one thing, one 

purpose 
B. Ills.: "Pure gold" 

1. It is free from dirt. 
2. It is free from anything else, even the best of other materials. 

C. Characteristics of a pure heart 
1. A pure heart is a heart that wills and seeks and wants one thing only. 
2. Every decision, every choice, every evaluation, is based on that one 

desire. 
3. A heart is "pure" when all the pretense, masks, regulated behavior, old 

concepts and guards, are stripped away. 
4. God is of the utmost importance in a pure heart. 

a. God's promise:  Jeremiah 29:13  "And you will seek Me and find 
Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. " 

b. God's desire:  2 Chronicles 16:9  "For the eyes of the LORD 
move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 
support those whose heart is completely His.. " 

c. God's admonition:  James 4:7-8  "7Submit therefore to God.  
Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded." 

 
 II. How do we get a pure heart? 

A. Procedure #1: Cleansing 
1. Forgiveness vs. cleansing 

a. Ills.:  Weeding: cutting or pulling 
b. Forgiveness has to do with the results of sin. 
c. Cleansing has to do with the cause of sin. 

2. Characteristics 
a. Forgiveness 

1.) Comes by confession and restitution 
2.) Does not eradicate the cause of the sins 

b. Cleansing 
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1.) Comes by walking in the light 
2.) 1 John 1:5-7  "5And this is the message we have heard 

from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in 
Him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth; 7but if we walk in the light 
as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from 
all sin." 

3.) Eradicates the cause of sin 
4.) To "walk in the light" means that the Lord will be asking 

us to make a lifestyle change. 
5.) God uses discipline to direct us. 
6.) Hebrews 12:10-11  "10For they disciplined us for a short 

time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share His holiness. 11All discipline for 
the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to 
those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness. " 

B. Procedure #2: Circumcision 
1. Questions (?) 

a. What is a circumcised heart? 
b. How do I get one? 
c. What will be its results? 

2. Circumcision as a spiritual type 
a. All the physical rules of the Old Testament were just shadows of 

spiritual realities. 
b. Romans 2:28-29  "28For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; 

neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29But 
he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which 
is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not 
from men, but from God." 

3. Characteristics of a circumcised heart 
a. It has had everything superfluous cut away. 
b. It even means removing the "good" that hinders the "best." 

4. How does this take place? 
a. It is a twofold effort. 

1.) God's 
a.) We cannot do it without Him. 
b.) Deuteronomy 30:6  "Moreover the LORD your 

God will circumcise your heart and the heart of 
your descendants, to love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, in order 
that you may live." 

2.) Ours 
a.) He will not do it without our cooperation. 
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b.) Jeremiah 4:4  "Circumcise yourselves to the 
LORD And remove the foreskins of your heart, 
Men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Lest 
My wrath go forth like fire And burn with none 
 to quench it, Because of the evil of your deeds.” 

b. Heart circumcision is a cooperative action between 
God and ourselves. 

 
III. Practical Suggestions 

A. Tell God you want a pure heart and are willing to cooperate with Him. 
B. Tell Him you love the praise of man too much and ask Him to deliver you from 

this. 
C. Ask Him to tell you the first step He wants you to take with Him. 
D. Listen and obey. 

 
IV. Conclusion 

A. God's promise: Matthew 5:8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God." 

B. Characteristics of having a pure heart 
1. Your perception of God will be clear. 
2. Communication with him will be easier. 

C. The two basic necessities for God's child to hear the Father speak. 
1. A hearing ear. 
2. A pure heart. 

 
Part 2 

"Clearing Away the Clutter" 
 
Chapter 3 
"The Traps" 
 
  I. The enemy, Satan, sets many traps to catch the unwary child of God. 

A. The road to effective communion with God is pitted and pebbled with 
obstacles and mined with dangerous deceptions that can cause you to stumble 
and fail. 

B. Purposes of these traps 
1. To keep you from hearing God 
2. To keep you from distinguishing His voice 
3. To keep you from having the fellowship with Him that is your privilege 

as His child 
 
 II. The types of traps 

A. The Trap of Hurry and Busyness 
1. Characteristics 

a. It is characterized by a lifestyle that does not allow time to stop 
and listen to God and commune with Him. 
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b. The prevailing attitude, although often subconscious and 
unspoken, is that if God has anything to say, He had better hurry. 

c. The "good" things crowd out the "best" things. 
d. Tyranny of the Urgent: we get so busy doing the "good" things 

that we leave the "best" things go undone. 
e. Celebration of Discipline, Dr. Richard Foster: "hurry is not of the 

devil, it is the devil." 
2. The way out 

a. First, understand that the Lord wants your love and fellowship 
before anything else. 

b. Next, realize that intimacy can never be hurried and rushed. 
c. Set a time in your life for meeting God 
d. Make this time with the Lord of primary importance. 

3. You can hear God better when you give Him quality time. 
B. The Trap of External Distractions 

1. Main types 
a. Noise 
b. Activity 

2. We must "shut out" the sensitivity and consciousness to the outer world 
and focus on our time with the Lord, free from distractions. 

3. Types of external noises or activities that might distract 
a. Television 
b. Radio 
c. Others' talking 
d. Others' activity, etc. 
e. Doing something else while trying to hear God 

1.) Vacuuming 
2.) Driving 
3.) Cooking, etc. 

4. Entering into silence is an effort that requires complete concentration. 
5. There is never a time in this pilgrimage when focusing on Him is not 

necessary. 
6. Ills.:  Jesus' life 

a. Matthew 6:6  "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, 
and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father Who is in 
secret, and your Father Who sees in secret will repay you.” 

b. Luke 5: 16  "But He Himself would often slip away to the 
wilderness and pray." 

7. Practical suggestions: 
a. Early in the morning seems to be the best time to find a place free 

from noise and activity. 
b. If a husband and wife are making this spiritual journey at the 

same time, they should arrange to be in separate rooms. 
c. Good places to choose (assuming that there is no one else in the 

room) are the dining room table or a couch or desk in the den. 
8. Filtering out external distractions will help you focus on what God wants 
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to tell you. 
C. The Trap of Not Recognizing God's Voice 

1. People do not recognize His voice because they do not know Him. 
2. Ills.: Samuel (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 
3. Not recognizing God's voice is more common among beginners. 

a. They have no idea about God and His manner of speaking. 
b. They have preconceived ideas that are wrong. 

4. Often, people hear God, but cannot believe that it is really the Lord 
communicating with them. 

5. The more you get to know God, the more you recognize His voice. 
D. The Trap of Our Mind Set 

1. It is not uncommon for God to speak through a great preacher or 
important author. 

2. Often, though, God speaks through people we least expect Him to use. 
3. Ills.: Balaam and the donkey (Numbers 22:28) 
4. You will be more sensitive to God's voice in all situations and among 

all people if you do not predetermine the most likely place to hear it. 
E. The Trap of Trying Too Hard 

1. Trying to rush the process is a common fault among people who are 
concentration intensely on learning something important. 

2. Ills.:  Snow skiing 
3. Beginners in listening to God often feel they must succeed right away. 

a. Fearing they might not hear something really important, they fall 
into the trap of trying too hard. 

b. People often believe that they must have an answer "Right Now!" 
in what they perceive to be an emergency situation. 

c. Waiting on God can be difficult when the pressures mount and a 
"crisis" seems imminent. 

4. We need to "still" ourselves in meditation by remembering that God is in 
control. 
a. He knows all about the "emergency." 
b. We should realize that out only responsibility is to listen with an 

open heart to receive whatever the Lord wants to say. 
5. By recalling God's faithfulness in the past and His promises of guidance, 

we can learn to wait patiently for His answers. 
F. The Trap of Presumption 

1. Sometimes we assume that something is probably true, without proof 
that it is. 

2. If we make the supposition that we already know what God is going to 
say or do in a given situation, we are drawing an inner conclusion-
presuming--that we do not really need to listen to Him. 

3. Ills.:  Joshua and the Gibeonites (Joshua 9) 
a. They presumed based on appearance and words spoken. 
b. They did not ask the counsel of the Lord. (v. 14) 

4. The danger of shifting faith 
a. It is easy to shift from faith in God to faith in a method or past 
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experience. 
b. Situations where God has blessed over and over again in a certain 

way tend to become routine to us. 
5. Types of presumption traps 

a. Presumption Trap #1: "It worked for others ..." 
1.) "God blessed that way of doing it before, so that's how we 

will do it now." 
2.) God blesses obedience and not programs. 

b. Presumption Trap #2: "I know my own strengths. " 
1.) Our "strengths" are areas in which we are confident that 

we are able. 
2.) This is actually "perceived strength." 
3.) How can we deal with "perceived strengths" that prevent 

hearing what the Lord would say to us? 
a.) There must be a total acceptance of Jesus' 

statement that "Apart from Me you can do 
nothing." (John 15:5) 

b.) You must become aware of those areas in which 
you move without contacting the Lord simply 
because you are sure you can handle the situation. 

4.) Applications of guarding against the presumption of 
"perceived strengths." 
a.) In the area of our talent(s) or work. 
b.) In an area we believe we're strong--when we're 

not. 
 i. We must realize that we need help and 

when and from whom we should seek it. 
ii. Practical suggestions 

(a.) Make a list of your perceived 
strengths. 

(b.) Confess to the Lord that you have a 
tendency to operate in these areas 
without His help. 

(c.) Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a 
warning (that "still small voice") 
when you are moving in your own 
strength. 

(d.) Make an extra special effort to seek 
God's mind in these areas. 

c.) In the area(s) where we have strong feelings or 
opinions. 
  i. 1 Peter 5:8  "Be of sober spirit, be on the 

alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
about like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour." 

 ii. 2 Corinthians 11:14  "And no wonder, for 
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even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light." 

iii. Hebrews 13:5b  '''I WILL NEVER 
DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER 
FORSAKE YOU.", 

iv. Psalms 54:4  "Behold, God is my helper; 
The Lord is the sustainer of my soul." 

 
III. General precepts that will help you focus on what God is saying: 

A. There is no need to be "uptight" in this matter, but there is a need to be sober and 
make sure that your mind is set on the Lord. 

B. Take the necessary time to wait patiently for the Lord to advise and answer you. 
C. Since God blessed faith, be sure you look at Him and not to your own opinions 

or others' past experiences. 
D. Remember, most of all, that "God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 

perform." The Lord shows us many unexpected applications of His eternal 
wisdom and power. 

 
Chapter 4 
"The Snares" 
 
  I. The Snare of Rebellion 

A. Rebellion defined 
1. Dictionary: "Opposition to one in authority or dominance.. " 
2. Types of sin in Scripture 

a. Rebellion 
1.) It is a deliberate refusal to do what is known indisputably 

to be the will of God. 
2.) It involves the choice not to obey His authority. 
3.) The sin of rebellion is a decision to do what you want, not 

what God wants. 
4.) It is as the sin of divination. 

b. Compared with transgression 
1.) Transgression defined 

a.) A fall or mistake. 
b.) A sin done in weakness or carelessness. 

2.) Distinction between "rebellion" and "transgression" 
3. If you are honestly not sure it is God's voice, it is all right to ask for 

confirmation. 
B. Rebellion demonstrated 

1. King Saul (I Samuel) 
a. W/re to King Agag and the Amalekites 
b. "To obey is better than sacrifice" (v. 22) 

2. Hebrews 10:26-27  "26For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving 
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the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and THE FURY OF A 
FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES'" 

C. Scriptural principles 
1. Obey God and do no refuse Him. 

a. Hebrews 12:25  "See to it that you do not refuse Him who is 
speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less shall we escape who turn away 
from Him who warns from heaven." 

b. Proverbs 13:18  "Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuses 
instruction: but he that regards reproof shall be honored." 

2. Maintain a spirit of submission. 
a. Psalms 51:17  "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A 

broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise." 
b. Isaiah 66:2  '''For My hand made all these things, Thus all 

these things came into being,' declares the LORD. 'But to this one 
I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who 
trembles at My word . . .  

c. James 4:6-10  "6But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, 
'GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO 
THE HUMBLE.' 7Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you. 8Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 9Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your 
laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom. 
10Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will 
exalt you." 

D. Practical suggestions to help avoid the sin of disobedience 
1. If you cannot get answers from the Lord, check to see if the enemy has 

caught you in his snare of rebellion and arrogance. 
2. Ask yourself whether there is a point where God told you to do 

something and you did not. If so, take care of it immediately. 
 
 II. The Snare of Double-Mindedness 

A. Characteristics of double-mindedness 
1. A spiritually double-minded person is an individual who has not made up 

his mind. 
a. To do God's will 
b. To accept God's advice 
c. To believe God's evaluation, no matter what it may be 

2. This person does want to hear from God. But, after he has heard, he will 
make up his mind as to whether or not to follow what God says. 

B. God's desire for us 
1. He desires us to ask Him if we are lacking in wisdom. 

a. James 1:5  "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 
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God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and 
it will be given to him" 

b. 1 Chronicles 22:12  ""Only the LORD give you discretion and 
understanding, and give you charge over Israel, so that you may 
keep the law of the LORD your God." 

2. He desires us to ask in faith without any doubting. 
a. James 1:6-8  "6But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for 

the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by 
the wind. 7For let not that man expect that he will receive 
anything from the Lord, 8being a double-minded man, unstable in 
all his ways." 

b. Causes for which we approach God with doubt, not faith. 
1.) If you are not sure that God will keep His promise 
2) If you are afraid of what God's answer might be 
3.) If you have an area of your life not fully turned over to 

Him or one in which you have strong desires and opinions 
of your own 

C. How to overcome double-mindedness 
1. You need to acknowledge your fears. 
2. You must realize that you alone are responsible for your being 

doubleminded. 
3. You must be determined to do something about it. 
4. You must acknowledge that your doubts and vacillations are wrong. 

D. Being single-minded is like signing a check, giving it to God and letting Him fill 
in what He wants you to do. 

 
III. The Snare of Pretense 

A. Pretense defined 
1. An act of make-believe 
2. A fiction 
3. A claim made or implied so as to give a false appearance 
4. "Hypocritical" is a word used to describe people who are pretentious. 

They feign qualities they do not have. 
B. Our Lord abhors pretense. 

1. No group of people received a more serious rebuke from the Lord Jesus 
than those He labeled "hypocrites" 

2. Isaiah 29:13  "Then the Lord said, 'Because this people draw near with 
their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove 
their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition 
learned by rote.’” 

3. Matthew 15:7-9  "7You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
saying, 8'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, 9BUT THEIR 
HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP 
ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN'" 

C. Hypocrisy manifests itself in many ways. 
1. By Christians who pretend to be right with God when they are not. They 
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hope to impress others with their piety. But their pretense, with a smile or 
a "praise the Lord' or ''I'm doing fine," goes both “manward” and 
“Godward” 

2. By persons with low self-esteem, who feel they must meet certain 
standards to be accepted by others 

3. By those who have an image or status they perceive must be maintained. 
Often, Christian workers who have troubles--but believe that Christian 
workers are somehow exempt from problems--will wear a veil to 
maintain their "credibility" 

D. How can we guard against and cure the common Christian malady of pretense? 
1. We must recognize God's disdain for pretense--we bring various 

problems into our relationship with God when we pretend. 
2. As we acknowledge God's love for honesty and His intense desire to help 

those in need, we come to realize that He helps us because He sees 
behind the mask to our real needs and knows us as we really are. 

3. If we show weakness, meet failure, or fall into sin, we must come to see 
that it is our position in Christ that makes us acceptable to God and not 
our behavior. 

4. Seeing ourselves as we really are will help us to unmask. It will take 
away the desire and need for a veil of pretense and hypocrisy. 

5. Love and acceptance is a sure cure for hypocrisy. 
a. 1 John 3:11  "For this is the message that ye heard from the 

beginning, that we should love one another." 
b. Ephesians 1:3-6  "3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in Christ, 4just as He chose us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention 
of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved." 

E. Practical suggestions for avoiding the snare of pretense 
1. Be honest with God in prayer. Tell Him how you are and how you feel 

and ask His help. 
2. When God sends people to help you, be honest with them, accepting 

them as His representatives. Take off your mask! To be dishonest with 
someone God sends is to be dishonest with the Lord. 

 
Chapter 5 
"The Hindrances" 
 
  I. Hindrance 

A. Definition 
1. Something that slows or makes difficult our progress 
2. It holds us back. 
3. It delays impedes, or prevents action. 
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B. Categories of hindrances the enemy uses against the child of God. 
1. "Internal distractions"--processes that can invade and dilute the spiritual 

life of a believer. 
2. "Absence of spiritual life" 

a. It reflects a deep void in professed Christians who have not yet 
truly heard God's message of salvation. 

b. It is perhaps the most dangerous weapon of the enemy. 
 
 II. Types of Hindrances 

A. The Hindrance of Runaway Emotions 
1. Runaway emotions 

a. They are our uncontrollable feelings about situations and people. 
b. They distract us from prayer. 
c. Examples 

1) Anger 
2.) Worry 
3.) Fear 
4.) Bitterness 
5) Hate 
6.) Lust 
7.) Doubt 
8.) Unbelief 

2. Guidelines to help us harness emotions and let them work for us, not 
against us. 
a. Accept the fact that emotions arise from within us. 

1.) Emotions are a part of our makeup. 
2.) They are not caused just by some situation in the outer 

world. 
b. Face up to our emotions. 

1) Not facing up can be dangerous. 
2.) Results of denying our emotions 

a.) We may successfully suppress them and so cut 
ourselves off from one vital source of energy, 
becoming zombies, half dead. 

b.) We may dam these emotions up to the point where 
they break loose on their own and use up that 
valuable energy, usually in the most destructive 
ways. 

c. Acknowledge that positive emotions can prevent us from hearing 
God. 
1.) Ills.: John 11:3--Jesus' response to Mary and Martha's 

appealed to come and heal Lazarus. 
2.) We must refuse to make hasty decisions based on 

emotions. 
a.) It will cause us to avoid praying about it. 
b.) It will cause us to look for a good reason to give a 
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response hastily. 
d. Do not be deceived into thinking that God will automatically 

want the opposite of what you want. 
e. Remember, our emotions are much harder to control when we 

are physically down. 
f. When we are seeking to communicate with the Lord, admit our 

emotions. 
g. Ask the Lord to help us deal with our emotions. 

3. Madame Jeanne Guyon, Experiencing the Depths of Jesus Christ: "There 
is only one way to conquer our five senses, and that is by inward 
recollection--by turning our soul completely inward to your spirit, there 
to possess a present God." 

4. We must learn to become silent internally to properly hear from God. 
B. The Hindrance of Wandering Thoughts 

1. When our thoughts jump from one thing to another during our prayer 
time, we show that we are unable and/or unwilling to set our minds on 
the Lord. 

2. We bring all the baggage of our past experiences to our prayer time 
3. Causes for our inattention 

a. The distracting darts of thoughts thrown by the enemy 
b. An undisciplined mind--a mind that has been habitually allowed 

to wander or has been "untaught" to concentrate 
4. Practical ways of controlling our wandering thoughts 

a. Reject thoughts that are the darts of the enemy. 
1.) Rejection is a definite act and differs from ignoring them. 
2.) To reject these thoughts, you need to make a positive 

statement. 
a.) "Satan, get away, in the Name of Jesus." 
b.) "I claim the blood of Jesus over my mind" 

b. Reject thoughts that deal with the realities of daily living. 
1.) Have a notebook at hand. 
2.) Once you record that which is to be done, push the 

thoughts aside to deal with at a later time. 
c. Concentrate on the indwelling Christ. 

1.) This is the most important thing in rejecting wandering 
thoughts. 

2.) Tum inward to Him again. 
3.) The mind can only grasp one thought at a time. 
4.) Do not become distressed because your mind has 

wandered away. 
a.) Such distress only stirs up the soul and distracts 

you to outward things. 
b.) Your distress really springs from a secret root of 

pride. 
C. The Hindrance of an Empty Spiritual Life 

1. A person with no spiritual life cannot hear God because he or she has not 
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been born again--they have not had a God-encounter. 
2. We have to open both our ears and our heart before we can hear some 

Good News. 
a. Why do we need Good News? 

1.) Because of God's character 
a.) God is holy. 
b.) He has no evil in His character. 
c.) He cannot be stained by evil; neither can He 

excuse evil. 
2.) Because God's character sets the standard for man 

a.) God created man to be like Himself in character 
and conduct. 

b.) Exodus 20:2-17 (The Ten Commandments) 
3.) Because we have failed to meet God's standard of a holy 

and righteous life 
a.) Romans 3:10, 11, 23  "10as it is written, 'THERE 

IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 
11THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;' 23for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 

b.) Romans 6:23  "For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." 

c.) Matthew 25:46  ""And these will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life."" 

b. What is the Good News? 
1.) 1 Peter 3:18  "For Christ also died for sins once for all, 

the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit." 

2.) 2 Corinthians 5:21  "He made Him Who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him." 

c. Will you receive the Good News? 
1.) John 3:36  "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; 

but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abides on him." 

2.) Acts 2:38  "And Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let 
each of you be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.'" 

 
Chapter 6 
"The Barrier of Tradition" 
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  I. "Tradition" 
A. An inherited pattern of thought or action 
B. The handing down from one generation to another of information, beliefs, and 

customs by word of mouth or example 
 
 II. Effects of Tradition 

A. When we are locked into tradition, we cannot hear God when He wishes us to 
express the truth in a new or better or more appropriate way. 

B. Ills.:  the Pharisees Exodus 20:8  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy." 

C. Our expressions of truth--when and how we respond--may vary according to 
circumstances, situations, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

 
III. Types of people who are particularly susceptible to being blocked by the barrier of 

tradition. 
A. A person with a godly and blessed heritage 
B. A person who has been blessed by God in past ministry 
C. A person who assumes that--because a certain expression of truth (a method) 

worked for him--it will work for everybody 
 
IV. Steps to take in averting the roadblock of the barrier of "the old ways" 

A. If you are having difficulty hearing God in a certain area, stop what you are 
doing. 
1. Ask the Holy Spirit to "guide you into all the truth." 
2. John 16:13  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide 

you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but 
whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 
come." 

3. Do not assume to know all the answers. 
B. Listen to what you are saying. 

1. Your words will help you detect where the problem might be. 
2. Your very idea of truth could well be your trouble. 
3. Mark 7:6-9  "6And He said to them, 'Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of 

you hypocrites, as it is written, "THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH 
THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  7'BUT IN 
VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE 
PRECEPTS OF MEN." (Isaiah 29:13)  8Neglecting the commandment of 
God, you hold to the tradition of men.' 9He was also saying to them, ,You 
nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your 
tradition.’” 

C. Ask yourself if you are praising God or praising a way He has ordained in the 
past. 
1. Be willing to change your behavior as it applies to your ways of 

serving our Lord. 
2. Seek His counsel and begin to allow Him to show you and to change all 

He wants to change. 
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Part III 
Tuning In To God's Channels 

Chapter 7 
"Knowing God's Voice by His Approach" 
 
  I. Fellowship can never be forced. 

A. Jesus never forced Himself upon people when He was here on earth. 
1. Luke 4: 16-30  His own hometown--Nazareth 

B. Jesus does not force His way into our life today. 
1. He desires a relationship. 

a. Love 
b. Trust 

2. He seeks us and offers Himself to us. 
3. Whether we recognize and welcome His approach is up to us. 

 II. In what way does the Lord come? 
A. Our Shepherd comes in "Through the Door." 

1. The door of the soul is the will. 
2. Jesus comes in through our choosing to "open the door." 

B. He warns that there is another seeking entrance into our soul and another way 
into our life. 
1. John 10:1  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the 

door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a 
thief and a robber." 

2. Methods Satan uses 
a. Through our emotions 

1.) Desires 
2) Feelings 

b. Through our reasonings 
1) Rationality/thinking process 
2.) Ideas 

C. Characteristics of God's approach 
1. While He does speak to our sound thinking, He does not force His way 

on us. 
2. Our Lord wants to come in for fellowship. 

a. He will knock, but will not push down the door. 
b. He must be welcomed and wanted--we must open the door. 

3. He who comes in by another way is a thief 
a. The enemy will force his entry. 
b. The enemy will then steal and rob. 
c. John 10:10  "The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and 

destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it 
abundantly." 

 
III. Characteristics of the Lord's approach-~John10:2-4  "2But he who enters by the door 
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is a shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.  4When he puts forth all his 
own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. " 
A. Our Shepherd comes in "Through the Door." 

1. Our Lord does not force us. 
2. He can and does work through every possible means to get our 

attention. 
a. He calls. 
b. He woos. 
c. He makes Himself known to us. 
d. He knocks on the door and comes in with our permission when 

we open the door. 
B. Our Shepherd leads; He does not drive. 

1. Jesus' call to discipleship 
a. It was a call to follow, to come after. 
b. It was a call for volunteers. 
c. It was not a voice that conscripts--compels. 

2. He calls--but we must choose whether to follow. 
3. Scripture phrases 

a. "Follow me." 
b. "Come after me." 
c. "Go wash in the pool." 

4. His approach is that of a lover. 
5. There is always that aspect of invitation, of calling you. 
6. He desires trust and voluntary obedience. 
7. Characteristics of the voice of the enemy--"the thief' 

a. It threatens and intimidates. 
1.) It works on the basis of fear. 
2.) "If you don't do this, bad things will happen" 

b. It orders. 
1.) It seeks to compel by force. 
2.) "You must have your way in this matter." 

c. It is urgent and compulsive. 
1.) It drives you to do it immediately. 
2.) "Do it right now" 

C. Our Shepherd's approach is personal. 
1. Ills.: Jesus' call of Nathanael John 1:45-49 
2. Jesus' approach to us is personal, because His relationship to us is 

personal. 
a. He is the Father who approaches us as His children. 
b. He is the Bridegroom who approaches us as His Bride. 
c. He is the Friend who approaches us as His mend. 

3. 1 John 1:3  "What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ." 

4. Fellowship is: 
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a. Communion 
b. Communication 
c. The interaction of lovers 

5. His relationship with is very personal. 
a. He knows each of us by name. 
b. He knows those things that only someone in an intimate 

personal relationship would know. 
1.) Our thoughts 
2.) Our feelings 
3.) Our plans 
4.) Our desires 
5.) Our hopes 
6.) Our ambitions 

D. Personal vs. impersonal--ex., personal letter vs. form letter. 
 
Chapter 8 
"Knowing God's Voice By His Relevance" 
 
  I. Our Lord is a relevant God. 

A He wants to walk with us now and here--not as our minds struggle with 
concerns two thousand miles away and weeks into the future. 

B. God's voice always has relevance, meaning that it has to do with the matter at 
hand, that it is pertinent and applicable. 

C. His voice is relevant in regard to time, resources, circumstance, 
comprehension, as He speaks to us in His self-established ways. 

 
 II. Knowing God's Voice by His Relevance to Time 

A. Our Lord's communications are always timely. 
B. Matthew 6:34  "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow 

will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." 
1. He will not burden our mind with concern about the future. 
2. Jesus commands us to be concerned about today, and He will certainly 

guide us about the present. 
C. The most fundamental reasons for discarding our future-oriented concerns 

1. God's abiding Presence 
2. God's desire to have continual fellowship with us 
3. Hebrews 13:5  "He Himself has said, 'I WILL NEVER DESERT 

YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,''' 
D. The most important period of time is always "the now." 

1. Our "nows" will soon become our yesterdays. 
2. Our "nows" determine our future. 
3. "The now" is the secret to a full life. 
4. The Shepherd's focus is always on "the eternal now." 

E. Tactics of the enemy 
1. To divert our attention to the past--looking back on the path of life will 

trip us up and cause us to stumble 
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2. To divert our attention to the future--concentrating on tomorrow is 
living in an illusion that prevents us from living fully now 

F. God does give goals and promises for the future, but, His focus is on the 
present! 

G. TRUTH: He is God of "The Now." 
 
III. Knowing God's Voice by His Relevance to Resources 

A. God's voice is always relevant in regard to resources. 
1. Ours 
2. His 

B. God's message for us is always conditioned on His knowledge of the 
resources that are available to us, from His viewpoint and not from ours. 

C. Scriptural basis for God's provision 
1. Matthew 6:25-27, 32  "25For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious 

for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for 
your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the 
body than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27And which of you 
by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span?  32For all these 
things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things." 

2. Philippians 4:19  "And my God shall supply all your needs according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." 

D. The supply from God's perspective is always there before the need is created. 
E. God deals with what resources we have, not with what we do not have. 
F. God wants us to trust Him to use what we already have in order to provide 

whatever is needed to do His work. 
G. Tactics of the enemy 

1. Satan will seek to get us to focus on the meagerness of our resources. 
2. He stresses our imagined lacks and anticipated needs. 
3. He reinforces our fear of not having enough in the future, of being a 

burden on our children or others. 
H. TRUTH: The God Who guides, provides--on time! 

 
IV. Knowing God's Voice by His Relevance to Circumstances 

A. God knows our present circumstances and will cause us to be most triumphant 
and valuable where we are. 

B. If we are upset or waiting for circumstances to change, we will neither hear 
Him where we are nor accomplish very much. 

C. Tactics of the enemy 
1. Satan will try to get us to focus on the wrong interpretation of your 

situation. 
2. He wants us to see the limitations of our circumstances, rather than the 

opportunities. 
D. TRUTH:  The Lord speaks to us in the midst of our circumstances. 
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 V. Knowing God's Voice by His Relevance to Our Comprehension 

A. Ills.:  Communicating nonverbally 
B. John 16:12  "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now." 
C. We must learn God's truth step by step. 
D. God will communicate with us on a level we can grasp and understand. 
E. TRUTH: God speaks plainly--confusion and misunderstanding are not from 

Him. 
 
VI. Knowing God's Voice by His Relevance in Regard to His Self-Established Ways 

A. God uses all and any of the channels and ways He has established. 
B. God's answer to us will be related to the ways He Himself set up. 
C. God is supernaturally natural. 

1. His supernaturalness works through natural things that He created. 
2. His ways are the ways He Himself set up. 

a. The natural methods 
b. The natural authorities 
c. The natural laws 

D. The enemy's tactics 
1. Satan concentrates on 

a. Magic 
b. Sensationalism 
c. Short cuts that seem to violate God's laws 

2. Matthew 4: 1-11 Jesus' temptations 
E. TRUTH: God, the Creator, works according to His own established ways. 
 

Chapter 9 
"Knowing God's Voice by Its Content (1)" 

 
  I. We know an individual, not only by the voice--sound, accent and pattern--but by 

the content of the conversation. 
A. This comes out of a relationship of fellowship together. 
B. Certain facts, vocabulary and statements are distinctive to an individual, 

personal relationship. 
C. God's voice can be recognized based on the content of what He says in regards 

to at least seven (7) topics. What He says 
1. About Himself 
2. About Himself in reference to Scripture 
3. About situations where guidance is given 
4. About sin 
5. About ourselves 
6. About relating to others 
7. About faith 

D. When the Lord communicates with us, He will deal with matters that will enable 
His desires to take place in us in an ever-increasing way. 
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 II. Knowing God's voice by what He says about Himself 

A. Religion 
1. Man's response to the God he knows or thinks he knows. 
2. A wrong concept of God will bring a wrong response. 

B. God seeks man and makes provisions so that man may approach Him for 
fellowship and so there can be the proper relationship. 

C. God reveals Himself in His conversation. 
1. Holy God as Father 

a. Jesus revealed through His life and teaching that God is Father. 
b. This is the highest revelation of God. 
c. God is above and before all else our Father. 

1.) A holy Father 
2.) A perfect Father 
3.) A loving Father 
4.) A merciful Father 
5.) A good Father 

d. The word "Father" is used to refer to God 267 times in the New 
Testament. 

2. The voice of our Father 
a. Characteristics of His content 

1.) He speaks as the Father Who has chosen us. 
2.) He speaks as the Father Who has begotten us as His child. 
3.) He speaks as the Father Who plans to fulfill the 

responsibilities of His Fatherhood to us. 
b. Tactics of the enemy 

1.) Satan likes to take an aspect of God and pervert it. 
a.) By magnifying it out of all proportion 
b.) By minimizing it as not important at all 

2.) Ills.:  Magnifying the fear of the Lord and minimizing the 
love of God 

 
III. Knowing God's voice by how its content relates to Scripture 

A. The Lord will never violate the principles--the great underlying truths— of 
Scripture when He is applying them to us. 

B. Tactics of the enemy 
1. Satan tries to move in to interpret the Scriptures. 
2. Satan tries to use "prooftexts." 

a. A "prooftext" is often a statement lifted out of its context to prove 
a particular viewpoint. 

b. He uses isolated fragments of Scripture. 
c. Ills.: Tempting Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11) 
d. The more zealous we are to do the work of God, the easier it is to 

fall prey to Satan's manipulative use of prooftexts. 
C. It is never right to do wrong in order to do right--the end never justifies the 

means. 
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1. It is not right to steal in order to help the poor. 
2. It is not right to stop work on the job we are paid to do so we can pray- 

unless we are paid to pray. 
3. It is not right to lie to keep from hurting someone's feelings. 
4. It is not right to neglect our worship of God for His work (service). 

 
IV. Knowing God's voice by how the content relates to His Guidance 

A. How can we tell if the guidance about a direction of life, a problem to be solved, 
or a decision to be made comes from God? 

B. James 1:5-7  "5But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, Who gives to 
all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6But let 
him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of 
the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7For let not that man expect that he will 
receive anything from the Lord." 

C. Three (3) basic principles about the way God works 
1. God is more interested in the development of our character than He is in 

changing our circumstances. 
a. He knows that when Christ is in charge in us, the circumstances 

will change us. 
b. God's committal to us centers around conformity to Christ. 
c. He wants us to have a philosophy of triumph in overcoming 

problems. 
2. God deals with attitudes and concepts more than He deals with behavior. 

a. God knows that problems are often caused by our inner condition, 
so He usually has an inner solution rather than an outer one. 

b. Behavior is symptomatic of the soul's condition. 
c. Satan works to encourage us to an outer change of behavior rather 

than an inner change of mind, emotions, or will. 
d. Mark 7:6-7  "6And He said to them, 'Rightly did Isaiah prophesy 

of you hypocrites, as it is written, "THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME 
WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM 
ME. 7BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS 
DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN"''' 

3. The Lord guides us with "Yes" or "No." 
a. Our Father guides us, leads us, tells us what to do—rather than 

reasoning with us. 
1.) We cannot understand all the ins and outs, so God knows 

we cannot understand all the "whys" of a matter. 
2.) We must therefore trust Him and obey Him. 

b. Tactics of the enemy 
1.) Motivation to do it: thoughts of guilt and accusation 
2.) Motivation not to do it: thoughts of rationalism and 

defense 
4. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom ..."  (Psalm 111:10) 

a. Guidance promised by God in Scripture. 
1.) Psalm 32:8  "I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
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which you should go; 1 will counsel you with My eye upon 
you." 

2.) John 16:13-14  "13But when He, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He 
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever 
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to 
you what is to come. 14He shall glorify Me; for He 
shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you." 

b. There are many ways and many vehicles the Holy Spirit uses to 
guide us into all truth. 
1.) The Scriptures 
2.) Human authorities in their particular area 
3.) A family member 

a.) A flesh relative 
b.) A spiritual brother or sister 

4.) A specific situation 
5. The secret is knowing what God is talking about! 

 
Chapter 10 
"Knowing God's Voice by Its Content (2)" 

 
  I. Knowing God's Voice by how the content relates to our sins 

A. The Holy Spirit's influence 
1. If the Holy Spirit dwells in us, directing and controlling us, the 

Promise of the Father will be fulfilled--He will convict us of sin, thereby 
assuring us that we belong to God. 

2. John 16:8-9  "And He, when He comes, will convict the world 
concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; (9) concerning sin, 
because they do not believe in Me" 

B. Reasons that God deals with our behavior as His child 
1. Sin hurts us and it hurts other people; so He chastises us because He 

loves us. 
2. God is holy and righteous; so, He cannot tolerate sin, which is discordant 

with His nature and offends Him. 
3. Sin blocks His ever-increasing fellowship with us. 

C. All Scripture and the experience of all the saints of the ages testify that God 
takes action directly and personally with sinners. 

D. "Conviction" compared with "Condemnation"--imitation conviction from the 
enemy. 
1. Conviction by the Holy Spirit 

a. Definite and specific. The Lord tells me exactly what we have 
done. 

b. Recognizable. It is something unconfessed and unforgiven that 
we recognize--usually in the immediate past 

c. Definite solution. The Holy Spirit tells us how to take care of the 
sin. When we obey, we get relief from soul-pain guilt. 
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2. Condemnation by the enemy 
a. Indefinite and vague. We feel guilty but cannot identify any 

specific sin. 
b. Imaginary. We have a hard time putting our finger on this unless 

it is something in the past that we have already taken care of. 
c. Usually no solution. If any solution is offered, it is irrational and 

unscriptural. The soul-pain intensifies. 
 

 II. Knowing God's voice by how the content relates to our self-image 
A A proper God-image and a proper self-image are indispensable to the Christian 

life. 
1. If either of these is crippled, our spiritual walk will be halting and lame. 
2. The Lord seeks to build to maturity both our God-image and our self- 

image. 
3. Our self-worth is never attacked by the Lord. He will correct our 

behavior, but He never condemns our worth. 
B. Psalm 139:14  "I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well." 
 

III. Knowing God's voice by what it tells you about relating to others 
A God shows us how He sees others--with the eyes of love. 
B. Our relationships with people depend on our perception of them. 
C. The enemy tries to give us wrong thoughts that result in wrong actions, so that 

the Name of Christ will be discredited by the behavior of Christians to one 
another. 

D. Characteristics of God's way of dealing with others 
1. Tempering justice with mercy and forgiveness 

a. The Lord's word to us about others will contain these elements: 
1.) The good in others 
2.) The help we can give to others 
3.) Forgiveness 
4.) Explanations of why the person acted that way 
5.) A consciousness of our own weakness and failures in the 

past 
b. Satan's word to us will contain these elements of generalization 

and retribution: 
1.) Value judgments--generalized speculations on the basis of 

an observation (which might not be true) 
2.) Revenge 
3.) Degrading thoughts about individuals 

c. TRUTH: A merciful God helps His children to be merciful. 
2. Building relationships, not divisions 

a. Our problems with others affect our relationship with Him. 
b. Matthew 5:23-24  ''''23If therefore you are presenting your 

offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, 24leave your offering there before the 
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altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and present your offering." 

c. Our heavenly Father will speak to us concerning: 
1.) Reasons why we need to get together 
2.) Ways in which we can build bridges to others 
3.) Ways in which we can worship with them 
4.) The worth of our brothers and sisters to Him and to us 

d. Areas in which Satan's attempt at causing division in the body of 
Christ have centered 
1.) The enemy uses doctrine to divide. 

a.) The enemy will seek to use our understanding of 
truth to separate us from those who do not have 
the same perception. 

b.) We must keep in mind that 
  i. None of us has all the truth about any one 

doctrine. 
 ii. Perceptions of truth are progressively 

revised as one becomes more and more 
mature. 

iii. Perceptions of truth are tempered by one's 
spiritual gifts 

2.) The enemy uses experience to divide. 
a.) A supernatural experience from God is determined 

by such things as personality type or level of 
maturity in Christ. 

b.) It can also be God's sovereign decision to give a 
spiritual experience for a purpose of His own 
determination. 

c.) He seeks to make us perceive spiritual experiences 
as 
  i. A measure of maturity 
 ii. A measure of closeness to God 
iii. A measure of God's blessings on an 

individual 
d.) Tendencies 

  i. We look down on those who have not had 
a particular experience. 

 ii. We demand that others have the same 
experience. 

iii. We divide ourselves into groups, 
identifying with those who have had 
similar experiences to our own. 

3.) The enemy uses different methods to divide. 
a.) He seeks to divide people by the way they do 

ministry. 
b.) 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
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4There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, 
but the same Spirit is the source of them 
all.  
5There are different kinds of service, but 
we serve the same Lord.  
6God works in different ways, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us.  
7A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we 
can help each other.  

 
 
IV. Knowing God's voice by what the content tells us about faith 

A. "Faith" means trusting God, not what our senses tell us. 
B. God keeps us at the point of trusting Him for something new. 

1. In ourselves 
2. In our loved ones 
3. In our ministry 

C. Areas we must trust Him in 
1. For deeper levels 
2. For more growth 
3. For wider usage 
4. For advancing from faith to faith 

D. llls.:  Dr. Charles Stanley: "God is always challenging our faith and in so 
doing He builds our relationship with Him and helps us grow into intimacy with 
Him." 

E. The clearest and most normal way that God speaks to us is through His Word. 
1. He may give us His "Logos" [Logos] (general word). 

a. Logos [Logos] is Greek for the general Word of God. 
b. Definition 

1.) "Collect, count, say, intellectual, rational, reasonable, 
spiritual" (Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Vol. 
3) 

2.) "The expression of thought. Not the mere name of an 
object 
a.) as embodying a conception or ideal; 
b.) a saying or a statement." (Vine's Expository 

Dictionary of New Testament Words) 
c. The whole Bible is God's Logos. Logos can often designate the 

Christian proclamation as a whole in the New Testament. 
d. The word logos refers to the content of the message. 
e. It gives us an absolute standard against which to measure all 

"truth." 
1.) It is our safeguard to keep us from error. 
2.) It is our instruction manual for life. 

f. Logos includes all aspects of communication, from the 
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formulation of the ideas to be spoken, to the consideration of the 
language style, through the actual verbalization and reception by 
the hearer. 

2. He may give us a "Rhema" [Rhema] (specific word). 
a. Rhema [Rhema] is Greek for a specific word from God—the 

word of God spoken by His mouth for the immediate time and 
situation. 

b. Definition 
1.) "That which is stated intentionally; a word, an utterance, a 

matter, event, case" (Dictionary of New Testament 
Theology, Vol. 3) 

2.) Denotes that which is spoken; what is uttered in speech" 
(Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words) 

c. The word rhema refers to the way in which the message was 
received. 

d. Rhema usually relates to individual words and utterances. 
e. Rhema stands specifically for the "uttering" or "actual 

expressing." 
f. A rhema is a promise that God has definite plans for a situation or 

problem. 
F. God bolsters our faith. 

1. Characteristics of What God will speak 
a. The word is in line with scriptural principles. 
b. The word will cause us to trust Him more. 
c. The word could be repeated and expanded as we go back to the 

Lord about it. 
2. Ills.: Abraham 

a. God gave Abraham a command: "Go forth from your country, 
and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land 
which I will show you" (Genesis 12:1) 

b. God promised Abram that He would bless him and make him a 
great nation. (Genesis 12:2, 3) 

c. God expanded the promise to include territory. 
Genesis 13:14, 15 

14After Lot had gone, the LORD said to Abram, “Look as 
far as you can see in every direction—north and south, 
east and west.  
15I am giving all this land, as far as you can see, to you 
and your descendants as a permanent possession. 

d. God enlarged on what He had meant about Abram's descendants. 
Genesis 13:16 

And I will give you so many descendants that, like the dust 
of the earth, they cannot be counted! 

e. God repeated His promise about the land. 
Genesis 15:7 
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Then the LORD told him, “I am the LORD who brought 
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as 
your possession.”  

f. God reiterated and expanded His promise. 
Genesis 17:6-8 

6I will make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will 
become many nations, and kings will be among them!  
7“I will confirm my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, from generation to generation. 
This is the everlasting covenant: I will always be your 
God and the God of your descendants after you.  
8And I will give the entire land of Canaan, where you now 
live as a foreigner, to you and your descendants. It will be 
their possession forever, and I will be their God.”  

G. The enemy attacks our faith. 
1 Satan will attack and bombard our faith by pointing our thoughts in 

certain directions to get us to doubt. 
a. God's goodness 
b. What God has said 

2. Types of bombardments 
a. Pointing us to the negatives of our own and others' past 

experiences. 
1.) "I remember what happened the last time I did this!" 
2.) "I remember what happened when [name] did this!" 

b. Pointing us to the "limitations" of our present circumstances 
1.) "That can never happen: there are too many obstacles in 

the way" 
2.) "I can't do it. Let someone else try" 
3.) "I've tried, and it doesn't make any difference. I give up!" 

3. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18  "16Therefore we do not lose heart, but though 
our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by 
day. 17For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal." 

 
Chapter 11 
"Knowing God's Voice By The Results It Produces" 
 
  I. God's Voice Will Bring Us Encouragement. 

A. He encourages us in every way He can. 
B. Discouragement never comes from Him. 
C. Ways God may encourage us 

1. Through a Scripture recalled from our memory bank 
2. Through a Scripture interpretation for a present circumstance 
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3. Through a "new" Scripture we had never noticed before 
4. Through reminders of His promises to us 
5. Through a word for the moment 
6. Through a look from His point of view 

D. Tactics of the enemy 
1. Satan attacks us with discouragement, which is one of his main weapons. 
2. By discouraging us, he seeks to make us impotent. 

a. To stop what we are doing 
b. To do things in a halfhearted way 

3. He will point to and distort present appearances and past experiences. 
4. He will remind us of the time that has lapsed since we last received a 

word from the Lord. 
5. He will punctuate his attack with a full-color show of our past failures. 

 
 II. God's Voice Will Bring Us Peace. 

A. What God says will never cause us to worry or fret. 
B. A sure sign that we have heard from Him is the peace we feel even in the midst 

of the storm. 
C. Philippians 4:6-7  "6Be anxious' for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus." 
1. This peace is an inner tranquility in a situation clamoring for attention. 
2. It is a light in the impenetrable darkness. 
3. It is a calm assurance in impossible circumstances. 
4. It is an unexplainable rest in the midst of chaos. 

D. We can have peace because of: 
1. The Lord's Presence 
2. The Lord's promises 
3. The Lord's power. 

E. Hebrews 13:5-6  "5Let your character be free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, 'I WILL NEVER DESERT 
YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU: 6so that we confidently say, 'THE 
LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID.  WHAT SHALL MAN DO TO 
ME?'" 

 
III. God's Voice Will Bring Us Sympathetic Understanding 

A. We will know God is speaking to us about others because of our new attitude of 
understanding toward them and the actions we want to take. 
1. We will begin to want to love them. 
2. We will feel compassion for other people. 
3. We will want to be with them. 
4. We will want to extend mercy to them. 
5. We will want to forgive them. 
6. We will want to be a blessing to them. 
7. We will find ourselves interceding for them. 
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8. We will be expressing love to them through words of encouragement and 
helping actions. 

9. God will cause us to see them as He sees them and to love them as He 
loves them. 

B. Tactics of the enemy 
1. The enemy puts thoughts in our mind that cause us to judge someone. 
2. The enemy puts thoughts in our mind that cause us to despise someone. 
3. The enemy puts thoughts in our mind that cause us to reject someone. 
4. The enemy puts thoughts in our mind that cause us to speak evil of 

someone. 
5. The enemy puts thought in our mind that cause us to carry a grudge 

against someone. 
C. God will never tell us things about other people for the sake of judgment—it 

will be so that we can intercede in their behalf and reach out to help them. 
 
IV. God's Voice Will Bring Us Hope. 

A. Definition 
1. Unger Bible Dictionary: "the expectation of good" 
2. Vines Expository Dictionary of the Bible: "It is a favorable and sure 

expectation. It has to do with the unseen of the future. The happy 
anticipation of good." 

B. Characteristic signs from God to direct us 
1. Joy and peace accompany hope from God. 
2. When hope is from God, there is rejoicing. 
3. Hope brings boldness of speech. 
4. Steadfastness is also a part of this hope. 
5. There is no disappointment in this hope from God. 

C. Tactics of the enemy 
1. He puts thoughts in our mind that cause us to feel hopeless and 

discouraged. 
2. Hopelessness manifests itself with such thoughts as: 

a. "It will never work out." 
b. "Nothing good is ever going to happen." 
c. "It's no use." 
d. ''I'll never change." 
e. "It won't do any good" 
f. "Nothing will make a difference" 

D. Hope coming from the Father is the assurance that what we are trusting Him 
for—on  the basis of His character and word—will come to pass. 

 
V. God's Voice Will Create and Sustain Our Faith. 

A. The Scriptures picture faith as all-important to our God and Lord: 
1. He is the God Who demands faith: "The righteous man shall live by 

faith." (Romans 1: 17). 
2. He is the God Who desires faith: "Where is your faith?" (Luke 8:25). 
3. He is the God Who delights in faith: "Without faith it is impossible to 
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please Him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
4. He is also the God Who defines (gives the basis and reason for faith) 

when He speaks with us: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of Christ." (Romans 10:17). 

B. Faith is both created by the Lord's word to us and sustained by that word—He 
initiates our faith and is also the Completer, the Finisher of our faith—“Jesus, 
the Author and Finisher of our faith . . .” (Hebrews 12:2). [God’s Word both 
CREATES and SUSTAINS faith.  God’s Word both INITIATES and 
COMPLETES faith. 

C. Tactics of the enemy 
1. Thoughts 

a. Of doubt 
b. Of unbelief 
c. Of suspicion 
d. Of anxiety 
e. Of skepticism 

2. These distortions--if allowed to prevail—will lead to disobedience, 
a. The disobedience of inactivity caused by doubt 
b. The disobedience of wrong activity 
c. The disobedience of complacency 

D. When we listen and accept what the Father speaks to us, we will find faith 
rising up in our heart and have these assurances. 
1. Hopeful assurance that what is now invisible will become visible when 

God is ready to show it to us 
2. Joyful assurance that makes us sing at midnight 
3. Obedient assurance that causes us to cooperate in whatever way He asks 

E. One of the sure results of hearing God is faith. 
1. Resting faith 
2. Steadfast faith 
3. Rejoicing faith 

 
VI. God's Voice Will Produce Gratitude In Our Heart. 

A. Thanksgiving and praise flow from grateful hearts--a grateful heart cannot help 
overflowing with thanks and offering praise. 

B. Old Testament Praise 
1. Deuteronomy 10:14, 17,21  "14Behold, to the LORD your God belong 

heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. . . .17For 
the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, 
the mighty, and the awesome God Who does not show partiality, nor take 
a bribe. . . . 21He is your praise and He is your God, Who has done these 
great and awesome things for you which your eyes have seen." 

2. 1 Chronicles 29: 10-13  "10So David blessed the LORD in the sight of 
all the assembly; and David said, 'Blessed art Thou, 0 LORD God of 
Israel our father, forever and ever. 11Thine, 0 LORD, is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed 
everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Thine is the dominion, 0 



Hearing God 
Peter Lord 

43 

LORD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all. 12Both riches and 
honor come from Thee, and Thou dost rule over all, and in Thy hand is 
power and might; and it lies in Thy hand to make great, and to 
strengthen everyone. 13Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and 
praise Thy glorious name.'" 

3. Psalms 138:1-2  "(A Psalm of David.) 1I will give Thee thanks with all 
my heart; I will sing praises to Thee before the gods. 2I will bow down 
toward Thy holy temple, And give thanks to Thy name for Thy 
lovingkindness and Thy truth; For Thou hast magnified Thy word 
according to all Thy Name" 

C. New Testament Praise 
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18  "17Pray without ceasing; 18in everything give 

thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." 
2. Philippians 4:6  "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God." 

D. Tactics of the enemy 
1. Thoughts of ingratitude 
2. Thoughts of envy 
3. Thoughts of jealousy 
4. Thoughts of covetousness 

E. Hebrews 13:15  "Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His Name." 

 
Part 4 

“Receiving God’s Signals” 
 
Chapter 12 
“Processes of the Thought World” 
 
  I. The first step of the spiritual world's interaction with the physical world is most often a 

thought placed in the mind of an individual. 
 
 II. The Importance Of Our Thought Life 

A. Our thoughts produce our attitudes. 
B. Our thoughts precede our attitudes--there is always a thought process prior to an 

action--even if only just a split-second reasoning. 
C. Tactics of the enemy 

1. Satan's attack consists basically in placing untrue thoughts in our mind 
and calling them "truth," so that we will live according to his purpose and 
desire. 

2. The only power the Evil One has over us is through our thoughts. 
 
III. Controlling Our Thought Life 

A. Simple facts about thinking 
1. We cannot choose not to think. 
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2. We cannot think two thoughts at the same time. 
3. We can choose our thoughts. 

B. All thoughts can be divided into two basic categories. 
1.  True 
2. False 

C. Ills.:  How can you get all the air out of a glass? Fill it with water.  How can you 
get rid of wrong and untrue thoughts? By filling our mind with true and right 
thoughts from God. 

D. The control of our thought life, then, comes by thinking God's thoughts with 
Him. 

 
IV. The Capacities of the Mind 

A. The Capacity to Remember 
1. The person who decides to act on the basis of the past is a prisoner of his 

or her previous experiences and/or knowledge. 
2. The Christian who wishes to please God must live beyond the knowledge 

and experience of his reservoir of the subconscious. 
3. The ability to remember is never static but is always influenced by new 

and changing input. 
B. The Capacity to Receive New Information 

1. Some new ideas and information enlarge and expand areas where we 
already have some experience, while others contradict the old thoughts 
stored in our mind. 

2. Any new thoughts coming into our conscious minds will find their way 
down into our subconscious and they will affect our future behavior. 

3. The more the subconscious is filled with truth., the easier it will be to 
live the Christian life and please our God. 

4. Channels by which we receive new thoughts and information 
a. Books 
b. Counselors and friends 
c. Media 

1.) Television 
2.) Radio 
3.) Newspapers 
4.) Billboards 
5.) Movies 

d. Our observation 
1.) Of nature 
2.) Of life events 
3.) Of people 

5. Two basic sources and kinds of new information 
a. God, Who gives truth without error 
b. Satan, who gives a distorted and erroneous "truth" through 

deception. 
6. Meditation is the process of going to God and receiving truth for the 

situation at hand. 
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C. The Capacity of Reason 
1. Reasoning: calculating, coming to conclusions that are the basis for 

action 
2. The importance of reasoning revealed in its side effects and results 

a. Expectations 
1.) Expectations based on truth that comes from God 

a.) Faith 
b.) Hope 

2.) Results of reasoning on the basis of false data or untruth: 
a.) False expectations 
b.) Erroneous assumptions 
c.) Unrealistic anticipations 

b. Interpretations 
1.) Biblical examples 

a.) Interpretation Through Reasoning Used Wrongly- 
Mark 2: 1-12 

b.) Proper Use of Reasoning and Interpretation- 
Romans 4:17-21 

2.) The positive factor of God's truth and promises cancels 
out the negative elements and brings a correct 
interpretation to our reasoning. 

c. Conclusions 
1.) We do have control over what we think; therefore it is 

possible to control our attitudes and actions. 
2.) Since I can think true thoughts, I can have attitudes and 

actions that will be right. 
3.) It is in "thinking God's thoughts with Him" that I am able 

to think true thoughts and come to the correct conclusions 
and actions. 

 
Chapter 13 
"The Process of Meditation" 
 
  I. Definitions 

A. Meditation is 
1. Listening to God 
2. Thinking His thoughts with Him 
3. The finding of His will and viewpoint 
4. The discovering of truth 
5. Giving God a chance to speak 

B. Truth is the reality that lies behind appearance. 
C. Appearance is the sensory impression or aspect of a thing that we perceive with 

our senses. 
D. A Process is a method of doing something to arrive at a particular result or end; 

in this case, listening to what God has to say. 
E. A Habit is: 
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1. A process that has been consciously and regularly repeated 
2. Something we then do naturally and spontaneously without much 

conscious effort 
 
 II. Worldly Meditation contrasted to Biblical Meditation 

A. Worldly Meditation 
1. Promotes emptying the mind of all thoughts. 
2. Leaves the individual open to "spiritual" influence that is not necessarily 

from the Lord 
B. Biblical Meditation 

1. Joshua 1:8  "This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have success." 
a. Definition: Hebrew: "Hagah" 

l.) "To speak with oneself in low voice" 
2.) "To think out loud on something" 

b. This is done in order to keep the mind on what would be a proper 
word or answer. 

2. Promotes filling the mind with the Word of God. 
a. Obedient reflection on God's Word 
b. Persistent reflection on God's Word 
c. Careful reflection on God's Word 

3. "Meditate": "To revolve and look at something from every angle; to think 
deeply and continuously; reflect; ponder; muse; contemplate 

 
III. Understanding the Process of Meditation 

A. Meditation has to be experienced by a person seeking to know God. It is a 
process consciously and consistently repeated until it becomes a habit. And the 
habit of meditation is essential to Christian living. 

B. Sources of the thoughts in our mind 
1. Through the five senses, the eye and the ear in particular 
2. From the subconscious mind, our reservoir of remembered experiences 
3. From the spiritual world 

C. Steps in the process of meditation 
1. Step 1: The Object or Our Attention (The Fact/Situation That Focuses 

Our Mind) 
a. We have a very limited view of any situation. 

1.) We "see" only the outward appearance. 
a.) This is a sensory view--only what we perceive 

through our biological senses. 
b.) It is not the whole picture. 

2.) Scriptural directive 
a.) 1 Samuel 16:7  "But the LORD said to Samuel, 

'Do not look at his appearance or at the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for God 
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sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

b.) John 7:24  "Do not judge according to 
appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

c.) 2 Corinthians 4:18a  "while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen;" 

b. We are not able to properly interpret the situation. 
1.) The whole truth is not available to us because our facts are 

obtained from our sensory view. 
2.) The devil, the deceiver, is waiting to mislead and delude 

us. 
a.) Revelation 12:9  "And the great dragon was 

thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the 
devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he 
was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him." 

b.) Revelation 20:2-3  "2And he laid hold of the 
dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and 
threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it 
over him, so that he should not deceive the nations 
any longer, until the thousand years were 
completed; after these things he must be released 
for a short time." 

c. We have a loving heavenly Father Who has promised to lead us 
into "all truth." 
1.) That truth is the reality that lies behind appearances. 
2.) John 16:13  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 

will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on 
His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; 
and He will disclose to you what is to come." 

d. Summary: Step 1 in the meditation process then, involves 
focusing on the "object of attention"--remembering that faith is 
the reality that lies beyond appearance. 

2. Step 2A:  The Reasoning in Our Mind and the Actions that Result 
3. Step 2B:  We Tum to God and Ask Him for Truth 

a. Do not try to reason it out by ourselves. 
b. Do not act according to our own thought process. 
c. Ask our heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus for insight and truth. 

4. Step 3:  We Stop Our Way of Thinking and Listen to (Hear) God's Truth 
5. Step 4: Our Response: The Actions that Follow the Revelation of His 

Truth 
 
Chapter 14 
"The Dangers in Meditation" 
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  I. The tremendous positive possibilities of life resulting from a continuing encounter with 

our living Lord can be threatened by the great negative possibilities of deception. 
A. 2 Corinthians 11:13  "For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

disguising themselves as apostles of Christ." 
B. 1 John 4:1-3, 6  "1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3and every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is now already in the world.  6"We are from God; he who 
knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error." 

 
 II. The Danger of Seeking "To Use" God 

A. The primary function of meditation is to have fellowship with God. 
B. The plan of the enemy and the tendency of unregenerative flesh is to "use" God. 

1. For ego exaltation 
2. For successful ministry 
3. For personal gain 
4. For one's own ends 

C. Signs that indicate falling prey to this danger of using God for our ends 
1. When we find ourselves no longer just enjoying the Presence of God 
2. When we find our prayers are limited to asking for things for ourselves 
3. Whey we are in a hurry to get answers for our needs 
4. When Christian ministry becomes the all-important thing in our life 

 
III. The Danger of Anything Outside the Boundary of Biblical Revelation 

A. The Holy Spirit will never guide us to do things that are outside the boundary 
lines of biblical revelation: 
1. Things inconsistent with the character of God 
2. Things divergent to His ordained ways 
3. Things inconsistent with His explicit command 

B. How to avoid this danger 
1. Have an ever-increasing knowledge of God Himself He never does 

anything contrary to His word or His nature. 
2. When in doubt, don't. Check our judgment .with other believers, 

especially those that God has given us for our fulfillment and watch care. 
a. Our partner 
b. Our pastor 
c. Our under shepherd 

 
IV. The Danger of Knowledge Without Application 

A. Often we substitute knowledge. 
1. For love: 1 Corinthians 8:1b  "Knowledge makes arrogant, but love 

edifies." 
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2. For obedience: James 4:17  "Therefore, to one who knows the right thing 
to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin." 

B. We can avoid this danger by being more concerned about personal obedience 
than about knowledge. 

 
 V. The Danger of Hearing God for Others 

A. Great damage has been done when one "hears from God" in these areas: 
1. Physical illness and getting well 
2. God's will for others: 

a. For their lives 
b. For their business 
c. For their personal life 

3. How others ought to act and things they "ought to" give up 
4. The sins of other people 

B. How to avoid this danger 
1. Remember that God can and wants to tell people personally what His 

will is for them. 
2. Remember that when God speaks to you about or for others, it is usually 

a confirming word concerning something He has already told them. 
3. Remember to check carefully if we have a word (other than 

encouragement!) for someone and be cautious when we give it. 
4. Thoughts that come to us from God about others are usually for the 

purpose of intercession. 
 
VI. The Danger of Hearing God in Big Things 

A. "Big things" are those things that involve other people. 
1. Their resources of time 
2. Their talents 
3. Their money 

B. How to avoid this danger 
1. When others are going to be affected by our decision, give them an 

opportunity to hear from God. 
2. When there is not unity among the leaders (church or family), it must be 

regarded as a caution signal to wait and seek God further until a basic 
unity surfaces. 

3. Respect what God says through others who are involved, for each of us is 
vulnerable in making mistakes. 

 
VII. The Danger of Seeking to Put Our Guidance onto Others 

A. When God leads an individual into some pattern of behavior, prohibition, or call 
of ministry, it is unwise (and wrong) for him or her to assume that God wants 
everyone around to do exactly the same thing. 

B. There are factors in God's revelation that are dependent on an individual's 
1. Maturity 
2. Spiritual gifting 
3. God's special calling 
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4. God's testings 
C. How to avoid this danger 

1. Remember that what God says to you is for you. 
2. Be cautious when testifying about it, until God releases us to do so. 
3. When we do testify about our victory, avoid putting anyone else under 

condemnation. 
 
VIII. The Danger of Letting What God Says to Us Be Eternal 

A. God will sometimes speak to us about patterns of behavior, types of ministry, or 
modes of operation that are peculiarly fitted to our circumstances at that 
particular moment. 

B. God's blessings come because of obedience and not because of a particular 
procedure or behavior. 

C. God, and not our behavior, is the source of all blessings. 
D. How to avoid this danger 

1. Remember each new level of maturity will demand new levels of 
behavior. 

2. Remember that the Lord wants to keep us attached to Him, not to His 
ways; so His guidance will often involve change. 

3. When the pattern we follow seems to be monotonous and dry, check to 
see if the Lord is leading us to a new device. 

 
IX. The Danger of Neglecting God's Ordained Channels of Authority 

A. Channels of authority 
1. Home--the parents 
2. Society--the government officials 
3. Work--the boss 
4. Church--the leaders 

B. Our old nature wants to do its own thing 
1. Deuteronomy 12:8  "You shall not do at all what we are doing here 

today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes." 
2. Isaiah 53:6  "All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned 

to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on 
Him." 

C. How to avoid this danger 
1. Recognize God-given authorities as God given. 

a. Seek their advice. 
b. Listen to their instruction and counsel. 

2. Recognize our tendency to want to do our own thing. 
3. Recognize that God holds us responsible to hear and obey our 

authorities. 
4. Recognize that God uses authorities to conform us to His image; that all 

authorities are under His authority and He can change them or change 
their hearts at will. 

 
 X. The Danger of Being Too Dogmatic 
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A. Sometimes assurance pushes us to the place of dogmatism. 
1. Expressed in what we say 
2. Expressed in how we say it 

B. When we need to share what God has told us, it should be done 
1. With humility 
2. With caution 

C. How to avoid this danger 
1. Recognize that Satan is an angel of light. 
2. Recognize the possibility that we might be mistaken. 
3. Move cautiously and allow the Lord time to correct our mistakes. 

 
Part 5 

"Fellowshipping With God Through Hearing His Voice" 
 
Chapter 15 
"Hearing God in Scripture Reading" 
 
  I. At best, commentaries and devotional books are second best--they are what God said to 

somebody else. 
 
 II. What will happen when we let God teach us 

A. Revelation. (God will tell us about Himself) 
1. There is nothing more important in our Christian walk than our personal 

knowledge and understanding of God. 
2. God desires to reveal Himself to us personally, and He will do this as we 

are able to receive and willing to receive. 
3. The degree of fellowship is in direct proportion to the amount of personal 

knowledge one has of the other person and to the quality of the 
relationship. 

B. Interpretation. (What the Scriptures really mean) Always interpret Scripture with 
Scripture. 

C. Application. (How the Scriptures are relevant in our lives right now) 
 
Chapter 16 
"Hearing God in Prayer Life" 
 
  I. Prayer is a two-way conversation between God the Father and one of us, His children. 

A It is one of the primary sources of fellowshipping with our Lord. 
B. It was the only thing the disciples asked Jesus to teach them, and He did-- 

1. By example 
2. By instruction 

C. When prayer is a one-way conversation, it is a very dull and boring experience. 
 
 II. Fundamental requirements to our Christian journey 

A. Hearing God involves a proper God-image 
1. God loves to tell us what He is really like. 
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2. Knowledge of Who God is will enable to see Him for Who He is—apart 
from misconceptions that mask the truth. 

B. Hearing God involves a proper self-image. 
1. God loves to tell us what He thinks of us. 
2. Psalms 139: 14  "I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well." 
 
III. Assessing Our Present Spiritual Self-Image 

A. Definitions 
1. Self-image: "An idea, the concept or picture of ourself that we hold in 

our mind." 
2. Spiritual self-image 

a. "The idea of ourself that we hold about our relationship to God" 
b. "It is what we think God thinks of us. " 
c. This depends on what we think God is like. 

B. List names and adjectives that God would use to describe us. 
C. We can find out what God thinks of us through meditation. 

 
IV. Arriving at a Correct Spiritual Self-Image 

A. Possible ways to arrive at our spiritual self-image 
1. God tells us personally what He thinks of us. 

a. Through the Scripture He brings to our mind 
b. Through His conversation with us. 
c. This is the only reliable way. 

2. Other people--evangelists, pastors, friends--tell us what God thinks of us. 
a. This is inadequate because, at best, we are getting the information 

secondhand. 
b. Worse than that, they might be wrong! 

3. The Evil One directly tells us what God thinks of us. (He is a deceiver!) 
B. The vast majority of Christians think too little of themselves--far less than God 

thinks of them. 
1. Some of them believe this is humility, but it is nothing more than 

inverted pride. 
2. True humility is thinking about ourselves the way God thinks about us. 

C. The worth and value of anything are determined by what a person is willing to 
pay for it. 

 
Chapter 17 
"Hearing Gild in Ministry" 
 
  I. "Dead Works" or Lasting Ministry? 

A. Ministry is what God does through us for others. 
B. "Good works" are what we do at the command of God for others. 

1. They last for eternity. 
2. All lasting ministry begins with a word from God. 

C. "Dead works" are what we do for others on our own, supposedly in the Name of 
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God. 
l. They do not last. 
2. Watchman Nee: "God will only back and bless what He initiates." 

 
 II. Steps in lasting ministry 

A. Receive a word from God. 
B. Walk with the Lord Jesus. 
C. Listen to the Holy Spirit and obey Him. 
D. Results: Effective, exciting, enduring work 

 
III. Jesus' Example 

A. For thirty (30) years Jesus stayed in Nazareth. 
1. He never taught, healed, delivered, or did much that we could recognize 

as "good works." 
2. Yet the need was abounding. 

B. Yet the Father said of Jesus at the River Jordan--before He had done any "good 
works"-- (Luke 3:22) "and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form 
like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, 'Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I 
am well-pleased.'" 

C. Jesus' secret of His ministry and ours 
1. John 5:19  "Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, 'Truly, 

truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is 
something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these 
things the Son also does in like manner." 

2. John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; 
and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own Will, but the will 
of Him who sent Me." 

3. John 14:10b  "The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works." 

D. Christ tells us that He was guided by an indwelling voice, not by an external 
appearance. 

E. Norman Grubb: 
We fail to bridge the gap within us between God's thoughts and 

God's word of faith because we are bound by the domination of the 
visible. 

We see the blind eye, the withered arm: Christ saw the will and 
power of His Father to heal, and spoke the word. "Stretch forth thine 
arm." "Receive thy sight." 

We see the five loaves and the multitudes, and say, "What are 
they among so many?" Christ saw His Father's invisible and unlimited 
supply, gave thanks for it, acted on the full assurance of it, and faith 
was seen to be "the giving of substance to things hoped for." 

 
Chapter 18 
"Hearing God for Life" 
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  I. If we open our hearts and minds to the Lord's guidance in all facets of our lives, we will 
discover that He is interested in everything about us. 
A. God is interested in the smallest details of our lives. 

1. "Toy" calculators, jammed toilets, and lost diamonds 
2. Matthew 10:30 (NIV)  "And even the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered." 
B. God's answers are often delayed. 
C. Many things happen when we are in fellowship with the Lord that do not happen 

if we are pressing Him for answers. We must guard against our human tendency 
to use Him and go to Him only when we want something from Him. 

 
 II. What is Fellowship? 

A. 1 John 1:3  "We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ." 

B. Fellowship with God differs from fellowship among people. 
1. Fellowship with Him covers all of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
life--nothing is left out. 
2. 1 Corinthians 1:9  "God, Who has called you into fellowship with his 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful." 
C. Fellowship pictures of God 

1. Fellowship with God compared to marriage 
a. Commitment: Two people marry because of love and they make a 

commitment to one another--a love covenant that encompasses all 
of life. 

b. Communication: Out of this commitment, comes communication 
-the conversation that goes on between them. 
1.) The conversation that sustains 
2.) That builds the relationship 
3.) That helps in working out the love covenant 

c. Goals and attitudes: From this conversation come goals and 
attitudes. 

d. Decisions: Then the husband and wife make decisions based on 
their fellowship with one another. 

e. Behavior and actions: These decisions become behavior and 
actions, which are just a continuation and outworking of their 
fellowship. 

2. Fellowship with God compared to a Father-son relationship 
3. Fellowship with God compared to a Bridegroom-bride relationship 
4. Fellowship with God compared to a Counselor-counselee relationship 

 
Ill. God desires to fellowship with us in all areas and matters of life, not just those we deem 

to be "religious," or spiritual. 
A Guidance as to the details of living is only an extension of the inner speaking 

and hearing.--Norman Grubb 
1. Communion with an indwelling Person is the privilege of all, and the 
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unceasing experience of some. 
2. Guidance is the direct communication of the Spirit with our spirits and is 

not to be confused with Scriptures. 
3. God's written Word is the general guide to His people. 

a. The Bible is the inspired and infallible revelation of the principles 
of Christian living. 

b. Any individual guidance which does not conform to it is from a 
false source. 

4. The Spirit gives the guidance. 
a. It is always in conformity with the Scriptures. 
b. It may be in the words of Scripture, but it is the indwelling Spirit 

Who guides. 
5. Romans 8:16  "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we 

are children of God." 
B. Three basic things to remember as we fellowship with the Triune God 

1. God the Father is interested in all aspects of His children's lives. 
2. Jesus the Bridegroom is interested in all aspects of the life of His bride 

to-be, the body of believers. 
3. The Holy Spirit as the indwelling Helper is there to help in all of life. 

 
IV. Summary 

A. The more we learn to hear God, the more we will have the privilege of 
fellowship with Him in the ordinary and mundane matters of life. 
1. We cannot spend all of our time studying the Bible, or in concentrated 

prayer, or in ministry. 
2. Our Lord is just as interested in us at all other times and in all other 

matters--both the little and the big. 
B. Hearing God now is a basic scriptural teaching. 
C. Hearing God is the privilege and right and responsibility of every born-again 

child of God. 


