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1 SAMUEL 
WEEK 6 

PLEASING THE LORD… 
1 Samuel 15:22-23 (NLT) But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt 
offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than 
sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. 23 Rebellion is as sinful as 
witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping idols. So because you have rejected the 
command of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.” 
WHY ARE STUBBORNNESS AND REBELLION SO WICKED? 
 
 
WHY ARE OBEDIENCE AND SUBMISSION VITAL? 
 
 
ONE LOOK… 
1 Samuel 16:6-7 (NLT) When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely 
this is the LORD’s anointed!” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance 
or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People 
judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
WHAT IS THE ISSUE WITH APPEARANCE? 
 
 
WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO THE LORD? 
 
 
THE SPIRIT LEFT SAUL… 
1 Samuel 16:14-15 (NLT) Now the Spirit of the LORD had left Saul, and the LORD sent a 
tormenting spirit that filled him with depression and fear. 15 Some of Saul’s servants said to him, 
“A tormenting spirit from God is troubling you. 
DOES THE LORD SEND EVIL SPIRITS? 
 
 
A SPIRITUAL BOND… 
1 Samuel 18:1-4 (NLT) After David had finished talking with Saul, he met Jonathan, the king’s 
son. There was an immediate bond between them, for Jonathan loved David. 2 From that day on 
Saul kept David with him and wouldn’t let him return home. 3 And Jonathan made a solemn pact 
with David, because he loved him as he loved himself. 4 Jonathan sealed the pact by taking off 
his robe and giving it to David, together with his tunic, sword, bow, and belt. 
WHY ARE SPIRITUAL BONDS SO IMPORTANT? 
 
 
WHAT TEMPTATIONS COME TO THESE RELATIONSHIPS? 
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JEALOUSY… 
1 Samuel 18:8-11 (NLT) This made Saul very angry. “What’s this?” he said. “They credit David 
with ten thousands and me with only thousands. Next they’ll be making him their king!” 9 So 
from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. 10 The very next day a tormenting spirit 
from God overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house like a madman. David was 
playing the harp, as he did each day. But Saul had a spear in his hand, 11 and he suddenly hurled 
it at David, intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped him twice. 
WHAT BOTHERED SAUL? 
 
 
WHAT IS STRATEGIC ABOUT DAVID PLAY THE HARP? 
 
 
 
WEAPONS… 
1 Samuel 19:23-24 (NLT) But on the way to Naioth in Ramah the Spirit of God came even upon 
Saul, and he, too, began to prophesy all the way to Naioth! 24 He tore off his clothes and lay 
naked on the ground all day and all night, prophesying in the presence of Samuel. The people 
who were watching exclaimed, “What? Is even Saul a prophet?” 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE LORD FIGHTS FOR YOU? 
 
 
WHY IS THIS STRATEGIC? 
 
 
 
KING IN YOUR PLACE… 
1 Samuel 20:30-33 (NLT) Saul boiled with rage at Jonathan. “You stupid son of a whore!” he 
swore at him. “Do you think I don’t know that you want him to be king in your place, shaming 
yourself and your mother? 31 As long as that son of Jesse is alive, you’ll never be king. Now go 
and get him so I can kill him!” 32 “But why should he be put to death?” Jonathan asked his 
father. “What has he done?” 33 Then Saul hurled his spear at Jonathan, intending to kill him. So 
at last Jonathan realized that his father was really determined to kill David. 
WAS SAUL CONCERNED FOR JONATHAN? 
 
 
WHY WAS HE WILLING TO KILL HIS OWN SON? 
 
 
THE PHILISTINES… 
1 Samuel 21:12-15 (NLT) David heard these comments and was very afraid of what King 
Achish of Gath might do to him. 13 So he pretended to be insane, scratching on doors and 
drooling down his beard. 14 Finally, King Achish said to his men, “Must you bring me a 
madman? 15 We already have enough of them around here! Why should I let someone like this 
be my guest?” 
WHY IS DAVID AMONG THE PHILISTINES? 


