Joy: Learning to love the shears

Colossians 3:1-4

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ, who is

your'® life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

The fruit of the Spirit is

Psalm 37:1-6
1 Do not fret because of those who are evil
or be envious of those who do wrong;
2 for like the grass they will soon wither,
like green plants they will soon die away.
3 Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
> Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him and he will do this:
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,
your vindication like the noonday sun.

Do | delight in God?

Romans 5:1-5

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, wel® have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, > through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we
now stand. And wel® boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but wel9 also glory in
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance,
character; and character, hope. > And hope does not put us to shame, because God'’s love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
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Am |l an ora ?

Psalm 13

I How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
2How long must | wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
Give light to my eyes, or | will sleep in death,
4and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”
and my foes will rejoice when | fall.
> But | trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
61 will sing the Lord’s praise,
for he has been good to me.

You tilled up my heart and then planted a seed
With time it watered and sprouted a dream
Granted me sight so | could see a need

But why let me see it to take it from me?

Why let me see it to take it from me?

In this sad hour at the end of each day

My fingers remember well how to point blame
So I look at the sky and again | will say

Why let me taste it to take it away?

Why let me taste it to take it away?

Now in the harvest my soul you will reap
Dying and living in the dichotomy

Of a violent type love as it crucifies me
But | know you better when | am in need
| know you better when | am in need

God the gardener when the autumn comes I will not seasons fear
With the pruning a branch is stronger, | will learn to love the shears



