Joy: God is for me

Things that worry me:

How much of this can | solve?

Acts 4:1-2, 23-31

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were
speaking to the people. > They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people,
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.

23 0n their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and the
elders had said to them. 2 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign
Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. %> You spoke by the
Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
“‘Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth rise up

and the rulers band together
against the Lord

and against his anointed one.[@/’]
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. %2 They did what your power and will had
decided beforehand should happen. ?° Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your
word with great boldness. 3° Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name
of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

God is

Philippians 1:12-22

12 Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters,? that what has happened to me has actually served to
advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard® and to everyone
else that | am in chains for Christ. 1* And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become
confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

151t is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of
love, knowing that | am put here for the defense of the gospel. 1’ The former preach Christ out of selfish
ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while | am in chains. 18 But what does it
matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And
because of this | rejoice.

Yes, and | will continue to rejoice, *° for | know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.ld 2° | eagerly expect and hope that I will
in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my
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body, whether by life or by death. %1 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. ??If | am to go on living in the
body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall | choose? | do not know!

| will not be

Psalm 56:8-11
8 Record my misery;
list my tears on your scrolll9—
are they not in your record?
9 Then my enemies will turn back
when | call for help.
By this | will know that God is for me.
101n God, whose word | praise,
in the Lord, whose word | praise—
Lin God I trust and am not afraid.
What can man do to me?

What can man do to me?

Romans 8:31-39
8 Record my misery;
list my tears on your scrolll@—
are they not in your record?
9 Then my enemies will turn back
when | call for help.
By this | will know that God is for me.
101n God, whose word | praise,
in the Lord, whose word | praise—
1in God I trust and am not afraid.
What can man do to me?

can separate me from the love of God
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