
LOVE GOD...LOVE OTHERS...SERVE TOGETHER

LOVE GOD (WORSHIP)

Jan 03    Indoor  (0)       Online (129)        TOTAL 129

Jan 10    Indoor  (63)     Online (79)          TOTAL 142         

Jan 17    Indoor  (52)     Online (74)          TOTAL 126 

Jan 24    Indoor  (63)     Online (96)          TOTAL 159

LOVE OTHERS (SMALL GROUPS & CLASSES)

 Cur rent ly Meet ing Wit h Social Dist ancing

 With the Covid-19 Pandemic, scheduled meetings are on hold. Check with your small 
group or class to see ways you can stay in touch!

TO RESERVE OUR FACILITIES
We are happy t hat  our  building is used t hroughout  each week by 
m any dif ferent  classes and groups. All building use needs m ust  go 
t hrough t he m ain of f ice for  scheduling. You can cont act  Linda at  
918.627.0783 or  lindar@hptulsa.com t o schedule your  event .

Serm ons
Serm ons are available at  hptulsa.com/ media and on iTunes.

HIGHLAND PARK STAFF
Mat t  Crosser :  Engagem ent  Minist er                                     
David Dunson:  Past oral Care Minist er                
Gabr ielle Green:  Worship Ar t s Minist er                      
Br ian Jennings:  Lead Minist er                                      
Linda Rock :  Mem ber  Relat ions Secret ary                
Debby Sum pt er :  Financial Secret ary                    
Michelle Warden:  Children's Direct or  

Angie Crosser :  HPLS Cur r iculum  Direct or
Lynn Lahm eyer :  HPLS Operat ions Direct or  
Lisa St ewar t :  HPLS Com m unicat ion Direct or
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WORSHIP
Adults & Teens

10:30-11:40 Service (Worship Center)
Adventure Kidz Jr. - Nursery-Kindergarten

10:10-11:40 (Lower Level, Secure Check-in)
Adventure Kidz - Grades 1-5

 10:10-11:40 (Kids' Worship Center)
 Family Worship on last Sunday of each month

SMALL GROUPS
Go to hptulsa.com/connect to join an 8-week group.   

BIBLE STUDIES & CLASSES  
Sunday Bible Classes - 9:00-10:10 
     Dave Dunson , Adults (Room 201)
     Dane Tyner, Adults (Room 114)                                                                                                                                                    

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS - 6:15-8:15                                                                             
Big Time - Kindergarten-Grade 5 (KidZone)                                                                                                                                
O2 - Grades 6-12 (Student Union Building)                                                                       
2:20 Center Food Pantry (6:30-8:00) 

ESPECIALLY FOR SENIORS
Game Day (2nd Wednesday of the month in Room 114) - 11:30 AM
Brown Bag Lunch  (4th Wednesday of the month in Room 114) - 11:30 AM

 AS GOD PROVIDES

    
YTD Need: $  242,745.93 

YTD Received: $  223,555.37 

 

Hoover  Element ary 

says, "THANKS!"
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 "...B ut  the greatest  of  these is L ove."         
1 Corinthians 13:13
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Highland Park Announcement :  

Mat t  Crosser /  HP Engagement  Minister!  
Yes, HP's own Mat t  Crosser  is now  becom ing t he new HP Engagem ent  Minist er . And what  is an 
Engagem ent  Minist er , you ask? 

The Engagement Minister will help our online community love God, love others, and serve 
together through media, creative relationship-building, engaging content, and Gospel-touched 
intentionality.  Matt will also equip families to follow Jesus as he leads our online and family 
discipleship.

Why t his change?

- To carry out God?s mission, we need to adjust our plans. Currently, about 65% of our church family 
is joining us online every week. About 85% of our church family is connecting with us online at 
varying times. Growing in this area meets current needs and offers numerous  opportunities.

- When a crowd made it difficult for Jesus to be heard, he turned a boat into a stage. When Paul was 
imprisoned, he wrote letters to communicate. Sometimes we need to change our plans in order to 
best pursue the mission.

- Even without a Pandemic, the potential to reach people through digital media is exponential. Crisis 
is an accelerator of cultural trends. We?ve witnessed the acceleration of online ministry.

- Parents are the primary spiritual leaders of their children. We desire to help people lead their families (and their family friends) 
towards Christ.

- Most of those engaging online feel loved, nurtured, and engaged. This is not normal for many churches. The difference is that Matt 
has unique skills and instincts that have allowed him to cover our online experience with pastoral care. Being able to dedicate the 
majority of his time to this work will only grow this ministry and serve our other ministries.

- Due to the Pandemic and Matt?s Sabbatical, it?s hard to imagine a better time to make this transition.
- After a long season of prayer and thought, the Elders, the Staff, and Matt agreed that this was the wisest move for all of us.

(Continued Inside)
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On May 28, 1453, Constantine XI, emperor of the once great Byzantine Empire, locked 
himself, his knights, and the citizens of Constantinople in a church. The Ottoman Turks 
had spent the last two months bombarding the city with cannons and explosions. The 
Byzantines? Medieval fighting methods paled in comparison to the new technologies of 
gunpowder warfare that the Ottomans employed. Needless to say, Constantinople was 
doomed, and its people were terrified. Legend has it that an angel appeared to Emperor 
Constantine while he was in the church. The angel took the crown from the emperor?s 
head and said, ?I need the crown back. God has turned his back on you.? The next day, 
Constantine XI was killed in battle, the Ottomans conquered Constantinople, and they 
converted it into the Muslim capital of Istanbul.

There have been times when I felt like I was facing impending doom. My own battle with 
anxiety disorder and fear of the future have, in certain moments, led me to feel just like 
Constantine. Has God turned His back on me? Upon reading the essay on Wisdom this 
week, I realized something quite profound: I have been fearing the wrong thing. I have 
spent so much energy ruminating over the things that cause me dread that I ignored a 
healthy, holy fear of the Lord. Fearing God, according to scripture, is partnering with God. 
Psalm 34:7 says, ?The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and 
delivers them.? We need to cultivate a respectful fear that comes from knowing an 
awe-inspiring God. If I spend my time idolizing my anxieties, it?s impossible to fully know 
such a God. So last night, rather than sitting comfortably in my bed writing down a prayer 
in my journal as per usual, I got down on my knees on the floor in recognition of the Lord 
that I serve. Suddenly, my usual fears were puny compared to a holy fear of the Lord. 
What?s more is that the God we are to fear is on our side. He is for us! As Moore states in 
his essay on Wisdom, ?[Once] you fear God, there?s nothing left to fear.?

 - Ashley Thalken

 

YOUTH NEWS

HP ENGAGEMENT MINISTER . . .    (CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

    

Kathy Tyner?s cousin, Tim Siemens, died 
from COVID on January 15. He lived in 
Iowa.

Don & Wilma Rock (Tracy Sac's 
grandparents and former HP members) 
passed away just a week apart. Don died 
on January 8, and Wilma passed away on 
January 15. A combined funeral service 
will be held on February 1.

Graveside services for Ron Powell's 
sister-in-law, Mary Lee Powell, were held 
Saturday, January 23, in Sudan TX.

Ron Duvall?s brother, Jimmy, passed 
away on January 11. He died from COVID.

Charlie Leake, Debby Sumpter?s uncle, 
passed away on January 14.

We just received word that Jerry 
Lawrence passed away on January 27. 
There are no funeral arrangements at 
this time.

"Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me."(Psalm 23:4)

 OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY

 
What  w il l  Mat t 's responsibil i t ies be?                                                                                                                                                                                      

- Equip a team to shepherd and disciple online participants before, during, and after events
- Find ways to help the online participants connect with others and serve
- Maintain the website as a helpful tool and rich resource
- Oversee online church and digital components for other discipleship events
- Stay informed on online church practices and digital media
- Prepare special online events to draw people to God and community
- Assist other HP ministries with digital needs
- Communicate and coordinate with both the Lead Minister and the Worship Minister, so that events have maximum impact for 

our live and digital audiences
- Equip HP folks to spiritually lead their families and the friends connected with their families
- Partner with the Youth and Children?s Ministry teams to enhance family discipleship
- Facilitate care for Foster and Adoptive families                                                                           

What  about  Yout h Minist ry?                                                                                                                                                                     
We deeply value Youth Ministry. The Pandemic and Matt?s Sabbatical created a strange Youth Ministry rhythm this Fall. However, our 
volunteer team has led admirably and our students are growing and inviting friends. With the combined efforts of volunteers, 
student leaders, and Staff, we?re positioned to continue helping students grow in the Lord. Along with what?s already happening, the 
following components are being added:

- Gabrielle and the Worship Arts Team will be leading special nights of worship for our students.
- Gabrielle will be training students to learn how to lead a Bible study. (This training will be done individually or in pairs.)
- Brian and also the Outreach Team will be launching several efforts to connect with students through basketball and community 
resources.

- Matt will provide helpful resources and information as needed.

Wasn?t  Mat t  already leading t he online st uf f?                                                                                                                          
Matt labored for countless hours last Spring to launch and develop our online church platform (which made it possible for people to 
engage with our worship services from home). However, it?s not a part-time job. Asking him to do this, while still leading our Youth 
Ministry, was not a viable or healthy long-term option. His new role will let him devote more time to increasing digital discipleship. In 
the months to come, he?ll also devote time to equipping parents ? something we?ve wanted to emphasize more.

Will we hire anot her  Yout h Minist er  or  m ake m ore st af f  changes?                                                                                                   
Our team of volunteers, with added support from other Staff members, will lead our Youth Ministry. It?s likely that we?ll bring in a 
Summer Intern to serve with us, and it?s possible that we?ll have someone in a part-time or full-time YM role in the future. However, 
that?s not our focus right now. We?re committed to this season, while knowing we?ll be flexible moving forward.

Is t he St af f  okay w it h t h is change?                                                                                                                                               
Highland Park has a long history of caring well for our ministry staff. Thanks! We knew this would be a question many would ask. The 
answer is, ?Yes.? We?re good, mostly. This year has been crazy and challenging, but we?re embracing the need to change plans in order 
to stay true to the mission. This transition impacts every Staff member in different ways. We?re all modifying roles, shifting some 
plans, and making sure we stay unified.

Matt and Angie have experienced a massive amount of loss, trauma, and challenge over the past decade. God brought them a giant 
heaping of healing and rest during the Sabbatical. We?re so thankful that the Sabbatical offered them a time to grow with their newly 
adopted children. And we?re thankful for the rest they experienced. Matt took about three weeks to pray and dialogue about this 
potential transition. He?ll deeply miss Youth Ministry, but he recognizes that his new role is uniquely suited for him. He looks forward 
to serving alongside some of our students and being able to encourage them personally in the future.

If  I have a Yout h Minist ry quest ion, whom  should I cont act ?                                                                                                             
You can contact the church office or Beth Jennings. We?ll be able to answer your question or help you find what you need. You can 
also look on the website and get the text updates.

When does t h is st ar t ?                                                                                                                                                                                       
Now, but everyone is committed to working together to make sure we don?t drop anything.

 February Needs:

Paper  Product s (Kleenex t issue, paper  t owels,   
t oi let  paper )                                                                             

Hand soaps /  Lot ions

 Drive Through: Feb 13 & 27

              Donations: Feb 13 & 27 in east parking lot

           Food Bank Pick Up: Feb 20

2:20 M
inist ry N

eeds  "Loving Others"

O2 (for students in Grades 6-12) 
is on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 
pm. We meet in the Activity 
Center or the SUB (please wear a 
mask, per city ordinance.) The 
students have lots of fun playing 
games, shooting baskets, and 
talking for a while. Then we have 
a Bible study and prayer. We're 
using the Core52 resource for 
our daily times with God and 
discussion. Go to 
hptulsa.com/ connect/ students 
for more updates.

GriefShare is now  underway. We 
m eet  on Wednesday evenings 
beginning at  6:30 pm . If  you, or  
som eone you know is st ruggling 
w it h t he loss of  a loved one, 
please consider  allow ing 
GriefShare t o be a place of  healing 
and st rengt h. Cont act  Dave 
Dunson at  davidd@hptulsa.com for  

m ore inform at ion.riefShare is 

 Join us each Sunday dur ing t he m ont h of  February at  10:30 am  as we cont inue our  "Deeply Form ed 
Life"  and "Beginnings"  t hem es in connect ion w it h "Core 52."   The schedule for  week ly st udies and 

scr ipt ure passages is available at

http:/ / hptulsa.com/ core-52

http://hptulsa.com/connect/students 
mailto:davidd@hptulsa.com
http://hptulsa.com/core-52
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