
Study Guide & Sermon Notes 



Multiply 
Part 1: Living as a Disciple Maker 

Chapter 1: What is a Disciple?         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What is the Gospel? “God, Himself, has come to rescue and renew creation through the 
work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.”  Dr. Timothy Keller 
                
               
         
                       

                
   

           
              

    

                  
               

   

              
              
         
                

- In His life, He met the perfect standards of God’s Law on our behalf.
- In His death, He took God’s just wrath against our sin on our behalf.
- In His resurrection, He defeated death on our behalf.
- In His ascension, He now reigns in all authority at the right hand of the Father.

                  
      

Week 1 of 15

            
               

  

Be a Conduit: God works through ordinary people to advance the gospel in the context 
of discipleship. Every Christian is commanded to make disciples. 

Be with People: True discipleship involves relationships. Jesus didn’t simply lead a 
weekly Bible study; He lived life with His disciples and taught them through what He said 
and how He lived.

1 Peter 2:9: “…you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.”



Sermon Notes, April 23: __________________________ 
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This week, read Multiply Part 1: Ch. 1 
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What is a disciple? 
                

                

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained  
will be like his teacher. Luke 6:40 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Up to this point in your life, would you call yourself a follower of Jesus Christ? Why do you 

say that? Do you see evidence of your faith as described in Luke 6:40? 

2. Read Ephesians 2 carefully and take some time to consider the truths it presents. Do you 
trust in the death of Christ for your salvation? Do you ever struggle with believing you need to do 
something to save yourself? 

3. Evaluate your approach to following Jesus. Would you say that you view Jesus as your Lord, 
Master, and Owner? Why or why not? 

4. As you look at your life, how would you say that your love for God is shown in your actions? 
(If you’re having trouble coming up with an answer, take some time to think through some 
changes you may need to make in your lifestyle.) 

5. If you choose to obey Jesus’s call to follow, what might it cost you? (Avoid being vague. If 
following Jesus would cost you specific possessions, comforts, or relationships, list them below.) 

6. What might hold you back from following Jesus at this point? Are you willing to let go of 
these things if necessary? 

7. Before you end this session, spend some time in prayer. Ask God to work in your heart and 
prepare you for what is ahead. You don’t need to have all the answers or know specifically how 
God will use you. He simply calls you to follow wherever He might lead. As you pray, be honest 
about your doubts, hesitations, and fears. Ask Him to give you the strength to proceed and follow 
Him no matter what the cost. In other words, place your faith in Him. 
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 A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. Becoming a disciple is as simple as obeying His 
call to follow. It’s impossible to be a disciple without being changed into His likeness.



Supporting Scripture 

Luke 6:40 - A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his 
teacher. 
Matthew 4:19 - And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Matthew4:17 - From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” 
Romans 3:23 - …for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
Romans 10:9 - …that if you confess with your mouth Jesus asLord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
Ephesians 2:8-9 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

               
          

                     
                   

       
                 

               
                

      
                  

              
        

1 John 4:20 - If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
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Matthew 22:37-40 - And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second 
is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole 
Law and the Prophets.”

                  
                 

                   
                    

                   
                   

                     
                 

              
                     

          

Romans 10:9 - …that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body.

                     
              
           

1 Peter 1:8 - …and though you have not seen him, you love him, and though you do not see Him 
now, but believe in him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
John 14:15 - “If you love me, you will keep My commandments…”

1 John 3:16 - We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren.
Luke 14:25-33 - Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, “If 
anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his 
own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which one of you, when he wants to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 
saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, when he sets out to meet 
another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand mento encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the 
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So then, none of you can be 
my disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.



Question: "What is the difference between a Christian and a disciple?" 

Answer: The terms disciple and Christian are related but not synonymous. 

The Greek term for “disciple” in the New Testament is mathetes, which means more than just 
“student” or “learner.” A disciple is a “follower,” someone who adheres completely to the teachings of 
another, making them his rule of life and conduct. The Pharisees prided themselves in being disciples 
of Moses (John 9:28). Jesus’ followers were called “disciples” long before they were ever called 
“Christians.” Their discipleship began with Jesus’ call and required them to exercise their will to 
follow Him (Matthew 9:9). 

Jesus was quite explicit about the cost of following Him. Discipleship requires a totally committed life: 
“Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33). Sacrifice is 
expected: “Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me’” (Matthew 16:24). 

Not all of Jesus’ followers were able to make such a commitment. There were many who left Jesus 
after a while. “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (John 
6:66). 

Jesus used the term disciple but never Christian. The first instance of the word Christian is found in 
the book of Acts: “The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11:26). Most Bible 
scholars agree that it is unlikely that the believers themselves thought up the name “Christians.” The 
early church had other names for themselves, such as “disciples” (Acts 13:52; 20:1; 21:4) and 
“saints” (Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1; Ephesians 1:1) and “brothers” (1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Peter 
3:8). 

The name “Christian,” meaning “belonging to Christ,” appears to have been invented by those outside 
of the church. It was most likely meant as a derogatory term. Only two other times does the word 
appear in the New Testament (Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). The idea that the term Christian was 
originally a pejorative finds some support in 1 Peter 4:16: “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not 
be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.” 

Biblically speaking, a Christian is a disciple of Christ. A Christian is someone who has placed his faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:12). A Christian has been born again by the power of the Holy Spirit 
(John 3:3). A Christian “belongs to Christ” and is daily being transformed into the likeness of Christ (2 
Corinthians 3:18). 

A true Christian (and not one in name only) will have to be a disciple of Christ as well. That is, he has 
counted the cost and has totally committed his life to following Jesus. He accepts the call to sacrifice 
and follows wherever the Lord leads. The Christian disciple completely adheres to the teaching of 
Jesus, makes Christ his number-one priority, and lives accordingly. He is actively involved in making 
other Christian disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). 

A true Christian disciple is a believer in Christ and possesses new life through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. Because he loves Christ, a Christian will also be an obedient disciple (John 14:15). Paul 
describes the reality of being a Christian disciple: “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries
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Multiply 
Part 1: Living as a Disciple Maker 

Chapter 2: The Command to Make Disciples      
Chapter 3: The Heart of a Disciple Maker  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Additional Related Passages:  
 Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9; Luke 9:57-62; Acts 8:12-13, 34-38, 18:8 

Week 2 of 15

What is the Gospel? “God, Himself, has come to rescue and renew creation through the 
work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.” Dr. Timothy Keller

Teach what you learn and share life, not just information.

                  
  

            
               

  

                  
              

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8

The Cost of Non-Discipleship – Spend some time thinking about the cost of not making 
disciples. What do we miss and what are the consequences of “casual, cultural Christianity”?

             
                  
                

 

             
                  
                

Matthew 28:19-20
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Be a Conduit: God works through ordinary people to advance the gospel in the context 
of discipleship. Every Christian is commanded to make disciples.

Be with People: True discipleship involves relationships. Jesus didn’t simply lead a 
weekly Bible study; He lived life with His disciples and taught them through what He said 
and how He lived.

Memory Verses: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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This week, read Multiply Part 1: Ch. 2 & 3 
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The Command to Make Disciples 
                

                

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Stop for a minute and read Matthew 28. Try to place yourself in the disciples’ shoes as they 

witnessed these things and heard these words from Jesus. How do you think you would have 
reacted? 

2. Assess your church experience in light of Jesus’s command to make disciples. Would you say 
that your church is characterized by disciple making? Why or why not? 

3. Have you identified yourself with Jesus through being baptized? If so, why do you think this 
was an important step for you to take? If not, what is holding you back from being baptized? 

4. Would you say that you’re ready to commit yourself to studying the Scriptures and investing 
in the people around you? Why or why not? 

5. What excuses tend to keep you from following Jesus’s command to make disciples? What do 
you need to do in order to move past these excuses? 

6. Whom has God placed in your life right now that you can begin making into a disciple of 
Jesus Christ? Whom has God placed in your life for you to partner with in making disciples? 

7. Spend some time praying that God will make you into a committed and effective disciple 
maker. Confess any feelings of unpreparedness and insecurity. Ask Him to empower you for the 
ministry He is calling you to. Ask Him to lead you to the right people to partner with and the right 
people to begin discipling. 
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 A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. Becoming a disciple is as simple as obeying His 
call to follow. It’s impossible to be a disciple without being changed into His likeness.
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Supporting Scripture 
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Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

                    
                    

                     
                   

      

               
                

                     
                   
                   
                

                     
               

                
      

                 
                   

                   
                     
                
                   

                    

                    
                    

                    
                  

      

John 15:18-20 - If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you 
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A 
slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they kept 
my word, they will keep yours also.

Ephesians 4:11-16 - And he gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to 
the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, 
even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for 
the building up of itself in love.

Luke 9:57-62 - As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You 
wherever You go.” And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” And he said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, 
“Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” But he said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their 
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” Another also said, “I 
will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.” But Jesus said to him, 
“No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”



 

Question: "Why is making disciples important?" 

Answer: The making of disciples is our Lord's means for answering the prayer, "Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven" (Matthew 6:9-10). In His infinite wisdom, Jesus chose to use dedicated followers, His 
disciples, to carry the message of salvation to all peoples of the world. He included this as a command 
in His last words before His ascension to heaven: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age" (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Making disciples is important because it is the Lord's chosen method of spreading the Good News of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. During His public ministry, Jesus spent more than three years making 
disciples"teaching and training His chosen twelve. He gave them many convincing proofs that He was 
the Son of God, the promised Messiah; they believed on Him, though imperfectly. He spoke to the 
crowds, but often He drew the disciples aside privately to teach them the meaning of His parables and 
miracles. He sent them out on ministry assignments. He also taught them that soon He would be 
returning to His Father following His death and resurrection (Matthew 16:21; John 12:23-36, 14:2-4). 
Though they could not comprehend it, He made the disciples this astonishing promise: "I tell you the 
truth, anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father" (John 14:12). Jesus also promised to send His Spirit to be 
with them forever (John 14:16-17). 

                 
                  

               
                 

               
              

           

Later, because of disciples such as Martin Luther and others, Europe was opened to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through the Reformation. Eventually, Christians emigrated to the New World to make 
Christ known. Though the world still is not completely evangelized, the challenge is as viable now as 
ever before. The command of our Lord remains " "Go and make disciples, baptizing them, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you." The characteristics of a disciple may be 
simply stated as 

" one who is assured of his salvation (John 3:16) and is activated by the indwelling Holy Spirit (John 
14:26-27); 

" one who is growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior (2 Peter 3:18); and 

" one who shares Christ's burden for the lost souls of men and women. Jesus said, "The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His 
harvest field" (Matthew 9:37-38). 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries 
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As promised, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came with power on the believers, who then 
were emboldened to speak the Good News to everyone. The remainder of the Book of Acts gives the 
exciting account of all that was accomplished through them. In one city the opposition said, "These 
who have turned the world upside down are come hither also" (Acts 17:6). Multitudes placed their 
faith in Jesus Christ, and they also became disciples. When strong persecution came from the false 
religious leaders, they dispersed to other areas and continued to obey Christ's command. Churches 
were established throughout the Roman Empire, and eventually in other nations.



The Heart of a Disciple Maker 
                

                

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Matthew 4:19 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Take a moment to examine your heart. In all honesty, why do you want to make disciples? Do 

you struggle with wanting your actions to be noticed by others? 

2. Read James 3:1–12 and meditate on James’s warning. How do these powerful words affect you? 
How might you need to adjust your approach to making disciples? 

3. Up to this point, would you say that your desire to make disciples has been motivated by love? 
Why or why not? 

4. Describe your love for the people God has placed in your life. What evidence can you point to 
that shows that you love the people around you? 

5. In addition to praying fervently, what practical steps can you take to increase your love for 
people? 

6. “Would you say that your life is being transformed by the truth of God’s Word? Why or why not? 

7. What changes do you need to make in order to live the truths that you will be teaching other 
people? 

8. The things you’ve been thinking through in this session are not easy to address—there are no 
“quick fixes” here. End your time with this session by praying that God will give you the proper 
motivation to make disciples, increase your love for Him and the people around you, and empower you 
to live out the truths that He has called you to teach to others. 
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 A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. Becoming a disciple is as simple as obeying His 
call to follow. It’s impossible to be a disciple without being changed into His likeness.
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Supporting Scripture 

                  
             

1 Samuel 16:7 - But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
                

             
                    

                     
                      

                       
    
                   

           
1 John 3:14 - We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He 
who does not love abides in death. 

                  
                    

                 
                 

 
Hebrews 13:7 - Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the 
result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 
Philippians 1:6 - For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.   
Philippians 3:12-14 - Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press 
on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not 
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
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Matthew 23:3-5 - …therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their 
deeds; for they say things and do not do them. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s 
shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much asa finger. But they do all their 
deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of their 
garments.

Matthew 15:8-9 - “This people honors me with their lips, But their heart is far away from me ‘But in 
vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’”

1 Peter 5:2 - …shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but 
voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 - If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 
knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. And if 
I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, 
it profits me nothing.

Luke 14:25-33 - “If anyone comes to me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which one of you, when he wants 
to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule 
him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, when he sets out to meet 
another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand mento encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other 
is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. So then, none of you can be my 
disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.

1 Corinthians 8:2-3 - If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to 
know; but if anyone loves God, he is known by him.



 

Question: "What does it mean to be 'fishers of men'?" 

Answer: The phrase “fishers of men” was spoken by Jesus when He was calling two of His 
disciples, Simon Peter and Andrew, to follow Him. “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 
‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their nets 
and followed him” (Mark 1:16–18; see also Matthew 4:19). 

The idea behind fishing is to know the fish you are looking for and attract it so you can make 
the catch. To catch a fish we must know what equipment to use, the habitat and depth of the 
water we are fishing in, as well as the kind of bait the fish will go after. After we understand 
everything we need for real fishing, then how do we relate that to being fishers of men? 

God asks us to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18–20). Just as we need equipment 
to be fishermen, we need equipment to be fishers of men. Putting on the armor of God is one 
way to be ready at all times with everything we need (Ephesians 6:10–18). Especially 
important are the shield of faith with which we ward off the opposition from demonic forces 
who don’t want to see men saved by the gospel of Christ (v. 16) and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God (v. 17). Without these two pieces of spiritual equipment, we will find 
fishing for men’s souls impossible. 

Not only must we have the armor of God as our equipment, but we must also know the fish we 
are trying to attract. Knowing the lost condition of the people around us will help us to 
understand that, no matter how good we are at fishing, we will never “catch” the fish on our 
own. No reasoned argument will convert the soul of a darkened mind, because “the god of this 
age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). But God can and frequently 
does penetrate the darkness with the glorious gospel, and He uses us to do it. He knows which 
“fish” are His; therefore, we are to seek His wisdom and His guidance on all our fishing 
expeditions. Prayer is essential. 

Lastly we must offer the only effective bait—the gospel of Jesus Christ. To those who are 
perishing, the message of the cross is foolishness, but to us, it is the power of God (1 
Corinthians 1:18). The gospel message has the power to change lives, shine light into 
darkness, and deliver evil men from hell. There is power in no other message and no other 
“bait” can catch the fish of God. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile” (Romans 1:16). This was Jesus’ message to Peter and Andrew—follow Me, learn of 
Me, know and understand My mission and My message. Only then will you be able to be 
fishers of men. 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries
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Multiply 
Part 2: Living as the Church 

Chapter 1: Life in the Church         

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The just and gracious God of the universe looked upon hopelessly 
sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin 
on the cross and to show His power over sin in the resurrection so that all who turn and 
trust in Him will be reconciled to God forever.”  Dr. David Platt     

BIBLICAL TRUTH: 
Jesus Christ alone is able to remove our sin and reconcile us to God through His death. He 
alone satisfies the wrath of God for our sins. 

BIBLICAL RESPONSE: 
             

It is by GRACE that you have been saved through faith. Eph. 2:8 

Romans 5:18: “ Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.”

Week 3 of 15

14

We must recognize our helplessness. We cannot be reconciled to God apart from Jesus Christ.
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This week, read Multiply Part 2: Ch. 1 
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Life in the Church 
Reflect & Respond 

1. Why do you think the New Testament places such a priority on Christians joining a local 
church? How can this priority best be reflected in your life? 

2. Read Ephesians 4:1–16. How should this passage affect the way you view your responsibility 
to other Christians in the church? 

3. Think about your unique setting and identify a few opportunities that God has given you to 
minister to the people around you. Have you taken advantage of these opportunities? 

4. Take a few minutes to meditate on Galatians 6:1–2. What would it look like to help bear 
someone else’s burden? Is there anyone in your life right now whom you should be helping in this 
way? 

5. Why do you think we tend to focus on the external circumstances and behavior when we try 
to help people change? 

6. Using your own words, try to explain why it is essential to get to the heart of the problem 
rather than merely addressing the circumstances and behavior? 

7. How should the truth of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit affect the way we 
approach helping people change? 

8. Would you say that your church body is characterized more by defeat and isolation or the 
power and transformation of the Holy Spirit? Why do you say that? 

9. What steps can you take right away to help your church function more like God intended?“ 

10.  Would you say that you have been playing your part in the body of Christ? If so, how might 
you still need to grow in this? If not, are you ready to get involved? What steps might you need to 
take? 

11. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to give you confidence in the Spirit’s power to use you 
in ministering to other people. Ask Him for the wisdom to know what to do and the discernment to 
recognize people who need help. Pray that God would use you and your church to continue His 
plan of redemption in your unique setting. 
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Supporting Scripture 

Hebrews 13:17 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 
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1 Peter 5:1-8 
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, 
but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples 
to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. You 
younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your 
anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

  
                     

               
              

                  
                   

                    
                

                  
                 

          
                   

             
                

               
         

1 Timothy 5:17 
The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard 
at preaching and teaching.

Colossians 3:14-17 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

2 Corinthians 5:16-20 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 
Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.



 

Question: "How is the church the Body of Christ?" 

Answer: The phrase “the Body of Christ” is a common New Testament metaphor for the Church (all 
those who are truly saved). The Church is called “one body in Christ” in Romans 12:5, “one body” in 1 
Corinthians 10:17, “the body of Christ” in 1 Corinthians 12:27 and Ephesians 4:12, and “the body” in 
Hebrews 13:3. The Church is clearly equated with “the body” of Christ in Ephesians 5:23 and 
Colossians 1:24. 

When Christ entered our world, He took on a physical body “prepared” for Him (Hebrews 10:5; 
Philippians 2:7). Through His physical body, Jesus demonstrated the love of God clearly, tangibly, and 
boldly—especially through His sacrificial death on the cross (Romans 5:8). After His bodily ascension, 
Christ continues His work in the world through those He has redeemed—the Church now 
demonstrates the love of God clearly, tangibly, and boldly. In this way, the Church functions as “the 
Body of Christ.” 

The Church may be called the Body of Christ because of these facts: 

1) Members of the Body of Christ are joined to Christ in salvation (Ephesians 4:15-16). 

2) Members of the Body of Christ follow Christ as their Head (Ephesians 1:22-23). 

3) Members of the Body of Christ are the physical representation of Christ in this world. The Church is 
the organism through which Christ manifests His life to the world today.  

4) Members of the Body of Christ are indwelt by the Holy Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9). 

5) Members of the Body of Christ possess a diversity of gifts suited to particular functions (1 
Corinthians 12:4-31). “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts 
are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ” (verse 12). 

6) Members of the Body of Christ share a common bond with all other Christians, regardless of 
background, race, or ministry. “There should be no division in the body, but . . . its parts should have 
equal concern for each other” (1 Corinthians 12:25). 

7) Members of the Body of Christ are secure in their salvation (John 10:28-30). For a Christian to lose 
his salvation, God would have to perform an “amputation” on the Body of Christ! 

8) Members of the Body of Christ partake of Christ’s death and resurrection (Colossians 2:12).  

9) Members of the Body of Christ share Christ’s inheritance (Romans 8:17). 

10) Members of the Body of Christ receive the gift of Christ’s righteousness (Romans 5:17). 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries
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Multiply 
Part 2: Living as the Church 

Chapter 2: The Local Church           
Chapter 3: The Global Church  

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The just and gracious God of the universe looked upon hopelessly 
sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin 
on the cross and to show His power over sin in the resurrection so that all who turn and 
trust in Him will be reconciled to God forever.”  Dr. David Platt     

BIBLICAL TRUTH: 
Jesus Christ alone is able to remove our sin and reconcile us to God through His death. He 
alone satisfies the wrath of God for our sins. 

BIBLICAL RESPONSE: 
             

We can not fulfill our mission unless we serve one another in love. 

“We love because he first loved us.” 
1 John 4:19 

                  
         

                
                

 
 

Additional Related Passages:  
 Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9; Luke 9:57-62; Acts 8:12-13, 34-38, 18:8 

Week 4 of 15
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Memory Verses: Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 

together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

Ephesians 4:15-16

We are redeemed into God’s family as brothers and sisters who together represent Christ.

Serving with your gifts – Do you know how you are designed to serve the body? If not, a 
great way to learn is to start serving!
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This week, read Multiply Part 2: Ch. 2 & 3 
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The Local Church 
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost”  Luke 19:10 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Would you say that your church is more inwardly focused or outwardly focused? Why do 

you say that? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13. Would you say that the life of your church is characterized by love? 
Why or why not? 

3. What steps can you take to be an example of love in your church? Whether you are an 
official leader in your church or not, how can you lead others in being more loving? 

4. Read John 17. Pay careful attention to Jesus’s desire for His followers. Would you say that 
your church could be characterized by this kind of unity? Why or why not” 

5. Take some time to think about your church and your unique cultural setting. What would it 
take for your church to be united, and for that unity to be displayed to the unbelieving world? 

6. Do you ever feel like a salesperson when sharing your faith? What steps can you take to 
change this? 

7. What would it mean for your church to live as a compelling community—a group of people 
who demonstrate love, unity, and hope in such a way that the unbelieving world is compelled to 
find out what is going on? 

8. Read 1 Peter 2:4–12. How should Peter’s description of our calling as the church affect the 
way we think about and interact with our surrounding community 

9. Spend some time in prayer. God’s calling for your church is too important to neglect, and 
it’s too important to take on without the power of the Spirit. Ask God to so fill the life of your 
church with His Spirit that your community notices a difference. Ask Him to equip you for the role 
He has called you to play in His plan of redemption. 
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Supporting Scripture 
Ephesians 4:16   
...from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

Luke 19:10  
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

   
                          

                        
                    

  
                  
                  
                      

                   
         

1 John 4:19  
We love, because He first loved us. 

Romans 5:5 
...and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
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Matthew 5:14-16 
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

 
                 
                 
                      

                   
        

 
                      

                  

 
                      

                          
                      
                         

             

John 13:34-35 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Mark 12:28-31 
One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked 
him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The 
Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

John 17:20-23 
“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in me through their word; that they 
may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you sent me. The glory which you have given me I have given to them, that they may be 
one, just as we are one; I in them and you in me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may 
know that you sent me, and loved them, even as you have loved me.

Exodus 19:5-6 
Now then, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, then you shall be my own possession 
among all the peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”

  
                     

                   
               

                  
                    
           

              
                 

                 
                   
                 

               
                   
  



The Global Church 
     

          
    

Reflect & Respond 
1. In your own words, why is it important to think about God’s plan of redemption in global 

terms? 

2. When you think about the mission of your church, does the rest of the globe factor in at all? 
How so? 

3. Take some time to think about the passages above (Romans 15:20–21, Isaiah 52:7–10, Romans 
10:12–15). How should these truths affect the way we think about our calling? 

4. Have you given much thought to the unreached people groups around the world? If so, how 
does this affect your thinking and lifestyle? If not, why do you think you have never thought 
about it? 

5. Take a minute to pause and ask God what He wants for your life. Ask Him to break through any 
excuses you may be hiding behind and idols you might be clinging to. Ask Him to make you 
willing to follow Him in whichever direction He might lead. If you have any thoughts based on 
this time of prayer, make a few notes below. 

6. How would you describe your role in furthering the gospel around the world? If nothing comes 
to mind, write down a few things that you can begin to pursue in order to make missions a part 
of your life. 

7. In order to faithfully follow Jesus and play your part in God’s plan of redemption, what should 
your life look like right now? (This is a huge question, but try to write down a few things to 
guide you as you seek to put the things you’ve learned into practice.) 

8. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to help you submit to Him entirely. Ask Him to guide you 
and empower you in anything He calls you to do. Pray that God would use you in your 
neighborhood and around the world in any capacity that He sees fit. 

STUDY GUIDE

 Make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I 
build on someone else’s foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will 
 see, and those who have never heard will understand.” Romans 15:20-21
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Supporting Scripture 
Genesis 3:15 
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you 
on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 

Genesis 12:3 
And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of 
the earth will be blessed.” 

Romans 15:20-21 
And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on 
another man’s foundation; 21 but as it is written, “They who had no news of Him shall see, And they who 
have not heard shall understand.” 

Isaiah 52:7-10 
How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news, Who announces 
peace And brings good news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 8 
Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices, They shout joyfully together; For they will see with their own eyes 
When the Lord restores Zion. 9 Break forth, shout joyfully 
together, You waste places of Jerusalem; For the Lord has comforted His people, He has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has bared His holy arm In the sight of all the nations, That all the ends of the earth 
may see The salvation of our God. 

Romans 10:12-15 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for 
all who call on Him; 1 3 for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 1 4 How then will they 
call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And 
how will they hear without a preacher? 1 5 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 

Matthew 24:14 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then 
the end will come. 

3 John 5-8 
Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially when they are 
strangers; 6 and they have testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their way 
in a manner worthy of God. 7 For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the 
Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support such men, so that we may be fellow workers with the truth. 

Revelation 7:9-10 
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and 
all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palm branches were in their hands; 10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

Acts 1:8 
...but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 

Matthew 28:20 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
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Question: "What is the difference between the universal church 
and local church?" 

Answer: To understand the difference between the local church and the universal church, 
one must get a basic definition of each. The local church is a group of professing believers in 
Jesus Christ who meet in some particular location on a regular basis. The universal church is 
made up of all believers in Jesus Christ worldwide. The term church is a translation of a 
Greek word having to do with a meeting together or an “assembly” (1 Thessalonians 2:14; 2 
Thessalonians 1:1). This word pertains to the work of God in saving and sanctifying believers 
as “called-out ones.” Another Greek word that speaks of ownership and literally means 
“belonging to the Lord” is transliterated as church, but it is only used twice in the New 
Testament and never in direct reference to the church (1 Corinthians 11:20; Revelation 1:10). 

A local church is normally defined as a local assembly of all who profess faith and allegiance 
to Christ. Most often, the Greek word ekklesia is used in reference to the local assembly (1 
Thessalonians 1:1; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 2 Corinthians 11:8). There is not just one specific local 
church in any one area, necessarily. There are many local churches in larger cities. 

The universal church is the name given to the church worldwide. In this case the idea of the 
church is not so much the assembly itself but those constituting the church. The church is the 
church even when it is not holding an official meeting. In Acts 8:3, one can see that the 
church is still the church even when its members are at home. In Acts 9:31, the King James 
rendering of the plural word churches should actually be the singular church, which describes 
the universal church, not just local churches. Sometimes the universal church is called the 
“invisible church”—invisible in the sense of having no street address, GPS coordinates, or 
physical building and in the sense that only God can see who is truly saved. Of course, the 
church is never described in Scripture as “invisible,” and, as a city set on a hill, it is surely 
meant to be visible (Matthew 5:14). Here are more verses that talk about the universal 
church: 1 Corinthians 12:28; 15:9; Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18. 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries
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Multiply 
Part 3: How to study the Bible 

Chapter 3: Why Study the Bible?  

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The good news is that knowing Him is easy, at least for you. Jesus 
did everything necessary to reconcile you fully to God. You simply believe that what the 
Gospel says about Him is true. He is a God who stands ready to accept you, completely, 
because of what Jesus has done for you. He is a God whose mercy and love for you knows no 
bounds. It stretches out toward you right at this very moment. Following Jesus as Lord 
means that your life will change radically, as He must now call all the shots, but you’ll find 
that obedience and even sacrifice are sweet because of His presence with you.” JD Greear      

         
       

        

         

John 17:3: “And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.”

Week 5 of 15
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Eternity with Christ has already begun for 
all believers. The gospel enables believers to know 
God more fully through His revealed Word - the Bible.
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This week, read Multiply Part 3: Ch. 3 

STUDY GUIDE 27



Why study the Bible? 
   

         
       

 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Take a few minutes to examine your motivations and write down a few thoughts below. 

2. Take a minute to think about your past experience with studying the Bible. Which of the wrong 
motivations listed above are you guilty of? Can you think of any others? 

3. Take a minute to think through why God gave us the Bible. How should these things affect the way 
you think about studying the Bible? 

4. How do you tend to respond to the Bible’s teaching? Would you say that you approach it humbly 
with a desire to change? How do you need to adjust your approach to studying the Bible? 

5. Rather than thinking about all of the arrogant people you know, take a minute to consider whether 
or not your efforts in studying the Bible have simply puffed you up. How has studying the Bible 
changed you? Are you more arrogant, argumentative, or judgmental? Write down a few thoughts 
below. 

6. Take a minute to meditate on 1 Peter 2:1–2. What would your life look like if you desired the Word 
as Peter described? 

7. Close this session by praying. Ask God to purify your heart with regard to Scripture. Ask Him to 
produce in you a longing for the pure milk of the Word. 
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            “When we talk about the Bible, we’re actually talking about something that the all- 

powerful, all-knowing, transcendent God decided to write to us.” Multiply p.92
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Supporting Scripture 

Matthew 28:20 
...teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” 

  
                     

           

2 Peter 1:3 
...seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through 
the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

  
                 

                

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 

Genesis 2:15 
Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 

Genesis 12:3 
And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the 
families of the earth will be blessed.” 

2 Corinthians 5:20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

1 Corinthians 8:1 
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes 
arrogant, but love edifies. 
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1 Peter 2:2-3 
...like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

1 Peter 2:1-2 
Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like 
newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,



 

Question: "Why should we read the Bible / study the Bible?" 

Answer: We should read and study the Bible because it is God's Word to us. The Bible is literally "God-
breathed" (2 Timothy 3:16). In other words, it is God's very words to us. There are so many questions that 
philosophers have asked that God answers for us in Scripture. What is the purpose to life? Where did I come 
from? Is there life after death? How do I get to heaven? Why is the world full of evil? Why do I struggle to do 
good? In addition to these "big" questions, the Bible gives much practical advice in areas such as: What do I look 
for in a mate? How can I have a successful marriage? How can I be a good friend? How can I be a good parent? 
What is success and how do I achieve it? How can I change? What really matters in life? How can I live so that I 
do not look back with regret? How can I handle the unfair circumstances and bad events of life victoriously? 

We should read and study the Bible because it is totally reliable and without error. The Bible is unique among 
so-called "holy" books in that it does not merely give moral teaching and say, "Trust me." Rather, we have the 
ability to test it by checking the hundreds of detailed prophecies that it makes, by checking the historical 
accounts it records, and by checking the scientific facts it relates. Those who say the Bible has errors have their 
ears closed to the truth. Jesus once asked which is easier to say, "Your sins are forgiven you," or "Rise, take up 
your bed and walk." Then He proved He had the ability to forgive sins (something we cannot see with our eyes) 
by healing the paralytic (something those around Him could test with their eyes). Similarly, we are given 
assurance that God's Word is true when it discusses spiritual areas that we cannot test with our senses by 
showing itself true in those areas that we can test, such as historical accuracy, scientific accuracy, and prophetic 
accuracy. 

We should read and study the Bible because God does not change and because mankind's nature does not 
change; it is as relevant for us as it was when it was written. While technology changes, mankind's nature and 
desires do not change. We find, as we read the pages of biblical history, that whether we are talking about one-
on-one relationships or societies, "there is nothing new under the sun" (Ecclesiastes 1:9). And while mankind as 
a whole continues to seek love and satisfaction in all of the wrong places, God—our good and gracious Creator—
tells us what will bring us lasting joy. His revealed Word, the Bible, is so important that Jesus said of it, "Man 
does not live on bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). In other 
words, if we want to live life to the fullest, as God intended, we must listen to and heed God's written Word.  

We should read and study the Bible because there is so much false teaching. The Bible gives us the measuring 
stick by which we can distinguish truth from error. It tells us what God is like. To have a wrong impression of 
God is to worship an idol or false god. We are worshiping something that He is not. The Bible tells us how one 
truly gets to heaven, and it is not by being good or by being baptized or by anything else we do (John 14:6; 
Ephesians 2:1-10; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:10-18, 5:8, 6:23, 10:9-13). Along this line, God's Word shows us just 
how much God loves us (Romans 5:6-8; John 3:16). And it is in learning this that we are drawn to love Him in 
return (1 John 4:19). 

The Bible equips us to serve God (2 Timothy 3:17; Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12). It helps us know how to be 
saved from our sin and its ultimate consequence (2 Timothy 3:15). Meditating on God’s Word and obeying its 
teachings will bring success in life (Joshua 1:8; James 1:25). God’s Word helps us see sin in our lives and helps 
us get rid of it (Psalm 119:9, 11). It gives us guidance in life, making us wiser than our teachers (Psalm 32:8, 
119:99; Proverbs 1:6). The Bible keeps us from wasting years of our lives on that which does not matter and will 
not last (Matthew 7:24-27). 

Reading and studying the Bible helps us see beyond the attractive "bait" to the painful "hook" in sinful 
temptations, so that we can learn from others' mistakes rather than making them ourselves. Experience is a 
great teacher, but when it comes to learning from sin, it is a terribly hard teacher. It is so much better to learn 
from others' mistakes. There are so many Bible characters to learn from, some of whom can serve as both 
positive and negative role models at different times in their lives. For example, David, in his defeat of Goliath, 
teaches us that God is greater than anything He asks us to face (1 Samuel 17), while his giving in to the 
temptation to commit adultery with Bathsheba reveals just how long-lasting and terrible the consequences of a 
moment's sinful pleasure can be (2 Samuel 11).  

The Bible is a book that is not merely for reading. It is a book for studying so that it can be applied. Otherwise, it 
is like swallowing food without chewing and then spitting it back out again—no nutritional value is gained by it. 
The Bible is God's Word. As such, it is as binding as the laws of nature. We can ignore it, but we do so to our own 
detriment, just as we would if we ignored the law of gravity. It cannot be emphasized strongly enough just how 
important the Bible is to our lives. Studying the Bible can be compared to mining for gold. If we make little effort 
and merely "sift through the pebbles in a stream," we will only find a little gold dust. But the more we make an 
effort to really dig into it, the more reward we will gain for our effort. 
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Multiply 
Part 3: How to Study the Bible 

Chapter 2: Studying the Bible Prayerfully and Obediently    
Chapter 3: Studying Logically  

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The good news is that knowing Him is easy, at least for you. Jesus 
did everything necessary to reconcile you fully to God. You simply believe that what the 
Gospel says about Him is true. He is a God who stands ready to accept you, completely, 
because of what Jesus has done for you. He is a God whose mercy and love for you knows no 
bounds. It stretches out toward you right at this very moment. Following Jesus as Lord 
means that your life will change radically, as He must now call all the shots, but you’ll find 
that obedience and even sacrifice are sweet because of His presence with you.” JD Greear      

         
       

        

       
         

   

            
            

     

              
                      

                   
                  

                
James 1:22-25 

Additional Related Passages:  
                

       

Week 6 of 15

Memory Verses: But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For 
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 

natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he 
was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being 

no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”

31

        commanded."

      
                  

            

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." Matthew 28:20

Jesus said, "Teach them all that I have

            
               

     

More prayers from Scripture: 1 Kings 3:6-9, Psalm 3-7, 13, 23, 25, 51, Matthew 6:9-13, John 
17, Ephesians 3:14-21, Philippians 1:9-11, Colossians 1:9-17

              
              

      

Read Prayerfully – Prayer is the foundation to devotion and obedience in Bible study. 
Bible Study Plans – Without a consistent plan to approach our study of Scripture, 
we are more likely to fail than succeed.
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This week, read Multiply Part 3: Ch. 2 & 3 
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Studying the Bible Prayerfully and Obediently 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Describe your experience with studying the Bible. What approaches have you tried? What has 
been effective? What has been ineffective? What have you learned in the process? 

2. What does it look like to take joy in reading the Bible? Have you ever experienced this? If so, 
what is it like? If not, why do you think you’ve never enjoyed the Bible? 

3. Read through Psalm 119. What do you find striking, challenging, or encouraging?” 

4. In practical terms, what does it mean to study the Bible prayerfully? What can you do to build 
prayer and dependence on God into your study of the Bible? 

5. Take a minute to think through the commands that you know God wants us all to be doing (for 
example, loving the people around you, forgiving others, praying, etc.). Write down a handful of 
these things below? 

6. Take a minute to examine your life in light of what you already know about the Bible. If you find 
that you haven’t been applying biblical truth to your life, then what changes do you need to make 
to the way you study the Bible? 

7. In your own words, explain what it means to study the Bible with faith. Do you see this playing 
out in your life? How so? 

8. Take a minute to consider everything you’ve thought through in this session. What changes do 
you need to make in the way you study the Bible? 
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Supporting Scripture 
  

                        
        

  
                  

                  
                   

                  
                   
     

Romans 1:21 
For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

   
                        

                         
          

1 Corinthians 8:1 
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but 
love edifies. 

                    
                      

                    
                      

                   
                    
                       
                    

                   

1 John 1:9 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Ephesians 1:11 
...also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will, 

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

                    
                           
                    

                      
           

James 1:26-27 
If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man’s 
religion is worthless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
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1 Peter 2:2-3 
...like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if 
you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.
2 Timothy 3:13-17 
But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. You, however, 
continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 
and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings, which are able to give you the wisdom that leads 
to salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 
every good work.

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

 
                    

                     
                   

                      
                   
                      

                      
                      

              

Ephesians 2:1-9 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

James 1:22-25 
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has 
looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks 
intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an 
effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.



  
Reflect & Respond 

1. Think about the way you tend to study the Bible. Would you say that you make an effort to seek 
out what the Bible is actually saying? Do you pay attention to the context? If so, how has this 
helped you? If not, how do you think this might change the way you read the Bible? 

2. In your own words, why is it important to distinguish between interpretation and application? 

3. In your own words, why is it important to look for the plain meaning of each passage rather 
than seeking out a deeper meaning? 

4. Would you say that your study of the Bible is focused on finding the plain meaning of each 
passage? Why or why not? 

5. Do you have a tendency to interpret the Bible allegorically or figuratively? If so, why do you 
think you tend to do this? 

6. In your own words, explain why paying attention to the grammatical and historical context is 
important. How should these concepts shape your study of the Bible? 

7. What would it mean for you to read the Bible with an awareness of your own baggage and a 
willingness to get rid of those assumptions for the sake of understanding God’s truth more 
clearly? 

8. In light of what you have thought through in this session, how do you need to change your 
approach to reading and studying the Bible? 
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  Study the Bible Logically



Supporting Scripture 

2 Timothy 2:15 
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, 
accurately handling the word of truth. 

 
                    

   

Matthew 22:39 
The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Leviticus 19:18 
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. 

Luke 12:33 
Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. 

2 Peter 3:16 
...as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, 
which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

Romans 8:8 
...and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
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Matthew 22:3 
And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.”

John 10:9 
I am the door; if anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.

 
             

James 1:22 
But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.



 

Question: "What is the proper way to study the Bible?" 

Answer: Knowing how to study the Bible is important, because determining the meaning of 
Scripture is one of the most important tasks a believer has in this life. God does not tell us 
that we must simply read the Bible. We must study it and handle it correctly (2 Timothy 2:15). 
Studying the Scriptures is hard work. A cursory or brief scanning of Scripture can sometimes 
yield very wrong conclusions. Therefore, it is crucial to understand several principles for 
determining the correct meaning of Scripture. 

First, the one who would study the Bible must pray and ask the Holy Spirit to impart 
understanding, for that is one of His functions. “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 
and he will tell you what is yet to come” (John 16:13). Just as the Holy Spirit guided the 
apostles in the writing of the New Testament, He also guides us in the understanding of 
Scripture. The Bible is God’s book, and we need to ask Him what it means. If you are a 
Christian, the author of Scripture—the Holy Spirit—dwells inside you, and He wants you to 
understand what He wrote. 

Second, to study the Bible properly, we cannot pull a verse out of the verses that surround it 
and try to determine the meaning of the verse outside of the context. We should always read 
the surrounding verses and chapters to discern the context. While all of Scripture comes from 
God (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21), God used men to write it down. These men had a theme in 
mind, a purpose for writing, and a specific issue they were addressing. To study the Bible, we 
should understand the background of the book we are studying: it’s helpful to know who 
wrote the book, to whom it was written, when it was written, and why it was written. Also, we 
should take care to let the text speak for itself. Sometimes people will assign their own 
meanings to words in order to get the interpretation they desire. 

Third, to study the Bible properly, we should not think of ourselves as totally independent in 
our analysis of the text. It is arrogant to think that we cannot gain understanding through the 
lifelong work of others who have studied Scripture. Some people, in error, approach the Bible 
with the idea that they will depend on the Holy Spirit alone and they will discover all the 
hidden truths of Scripture. Christ, in the giving of the Holy Spirit, has given people with 
spiritual gifts to the body of Christ. One of these spiritual gifts is that of teaching (Ephesians 
4:11–12; 1 Corinthians 12:28). These teachers are given by the Lord to help us to correctly 
understand and obey Scripture. It is always wise to study the Bible with other believers, 
assisting each other in understanding and applying the truth of God’s Word. 

So, in summary, the proper way to study the Bible is to prayerfully and humbly rely on the 
Holy Spirit to give us understanding; study verses in their context, recognizing that the Bible 
explains itself; and respect the efforts of other Christians, past and present, who have also 
sought to properly study the Bible. Remember, God is the author of the Bible, and He wants 
us to understand it. 
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Multiply 
Part 4: Understanding the Old Testament 

Chapter 1: Creation                  
Chapter 2: The Fall 

 

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The gospel is the historical narrative of the triune 
God orchestrating the reconciliation and redemption of a broken creation and fallen 
creatures from Satan, sin and its effects to the Father and each other thru the life, death, 
resurrection and future return of the substitutionary Son by the power of the Spirit for God’s 
glory and the Church’s joy.” Matt Chandler       

             
            

Faith & Repentance are key aspects of Christianity. 

Acts 2:38-39: “And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 

Week 7 of 15
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The proper response to the Gospel is two-fold: faith and repentance. These are 
not two distinct responses but rather two views of the same response.
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This week, read Multiply Part 4: Ch. 1 & 2 
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Creation 
“It’s a story that gives meaning to our existence, our daily lives,  

and to every other story on earth.” Multiply p.139 

“…then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.” Genesis 2:7 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Genesis 1–2. As you read, look for elements that will help orient you to the biblical story. 
Who are we introduced to in this section? What is being emphasized? What seems to be the point? 
After reading these two chapters, make some notes below. 

2. Take a minute to reflect on what you read in Genesis 1–2. What do God’s actions in this passage 
reveal about who He is? 

3. How should God’s eternality and power in the creation account affect the way we view and 
relate to Him? 

4. How should God’s power, authority, and ownership affect the way we view our place in this 
world? 

5. In your own words, describe why it is significant that God created us “in His image.” How 
should this affect the way we view ourselves and the people around us? 

6. What can we learn about human beings and their relationship with God and each other by 
reading Genesis 2? 

7. Take some time to consider the picture of the world presented in Genesis 1–2. Why is this 
picture so appealing? Which aspects of life in the garden of Eden should we long to see restored in 
our world? 
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Question: "What does it mean that humanity is made in the image of God (imago dei)?" 

Answer: On the last day of creation, God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Thus, He finished His work with a “personal touch.” God formed Adam from 
the dust and gave him life by sharing His own breath (Genesis 2:7). Accordingly, humanity is unique 
among all God’s creations, having both a material body and an immaterial soul/spirit. 

Having the “image” or “likeness” of God means, in the simplest terms, that we were made to resemble 
God. Adam did not resemble God in the sense of God’s having flesh and blood. Scripture says that 
“God is spirit” (John 4:24) and therefore exists without a body. However, Adam’s body did mirror the 
life of God insofar as it was created in perfect health and was not subject to death. 

The image of God (Latin: imago dei) refers to the immaterial part of humanity. It sets human beings 
apart from the animal world, fits them for the dominion God intended them to have over the earth 
(Genesis 1:28), and enables them to commune with their Maker. It is a likeness mentally, morally, and 
socially. 

Mentally, humanity was created as a rational, volitional agent. In other words, human beings can 
reason and choose. This is a reflection of God’s intellect and freedom. Anytime someone invents a 
machine, writes a book, paints a landscape, enjoys a symphony, calculates a sum, or names a pet, he or 
she is proclaiming the fact that we are made in God’s image. 

Morally, humanity was created in righteousness and perfect innocence, a reflection of God’s holiness. 
God saw all He had made (humanity included) and called it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). Our conscience 
or “moral compass” is a vestige of that original state. Whenever someone writes a law, recoils from 
evil, praises good behavior, or feels guilty, he or she is confirming the fact that we are made in God’s 
own image. 

Socially, humanity was created for fellowship. This reflects God's triune nature and His love. In Eden, 
humanity’s primary relationship was with God (Genesis 3:8 implies fellowship with God), and God 
made the first woman because “it is not good for the man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). Every time 
someone marries, makes a friend, hugs a child, or attends church, he or she is demonstrating the fact 
that we are made in the likeness of God. 

Part of being made in God’s image is that Adam had the capacity to make free choices. Although they 
were given a righteous nature, Adam and Eve made an evil choice to rebel against their Creator. In so 
doing, they marred the image of God within themselves, and passed that damaged likeness on to all of 
their descendants (Romans 5:12). Today, we still bear the image of God (James 3:9), but we also bear 
the scars of sin. Mentally, morally, socially, and physically, we show the effects of sin. 

The good news is that when God redeems an individual, He begins to restore the original image of 
God, creating a “new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). 
That redemption is only available by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior from the 
sin that separates us from God (Ephesians 2:8-9). Through Christ, we are made new creations in the 
likeness of God (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries 

STUDY GUIDE 41



The Fall 
“Every aspect of God’s creation has been in some way tainted or distorted by sin. Everywhere 

we look we see pain, rebellion, brokenness, hopelessness, despair. Even in our own hearts, we see the 
influence of sin. We are in a battle, and we feel it every day. No matter how badly we want to honor 
God, sin screams at us from all sides, begging us to rebel against God and pursue our own desires.”  

Multiply p.151 
“But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Genesis 3:4-5 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Genesis 3. Based on the first three chapters of Genesis, why was it such a big deal for 
Adam and Eve to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil? 

2. Analyze the sin in your life in light of the rebellion of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3. Do you see 
the same tendency toward independence and rebellion in your actions? How so? 

3. Think back to the world of Genesis 2. Spend a few minutes imagining what our world would 
look like without sin, if everything had stayed the way God intended it to be. Make some notes 
below. 

4. Now consider the ways that sin has affected our world. How is our experience of the world 
shaped by the fall? Be specific and describe how it affects you today. 

5. Think about the current state of the world. In what ways is humanity still caught in the 
rebellion that led to the flood and the tower of Babel? 

6. In what ways are you involved in this rebellion? 

7. As you think back over Genesis 1–3 (and even the events we discussed from chapters 4–11), 
briefly describe how these chapters lay the groundwork for what is to come in the biblical story. 

 
8. How should our understanding of the first chapters of the Bible affect the way we view 
ourselves and the world around us? 
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Question: "Why do I face the consequences of Adam’s sin when I did not eat the fruit?" 

Answer: The Bible says, “Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 
came to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12). It was through Adam that sin entered the world. When 
Adam sinned, he immediately died spiritually—his relationship with God was broken—and he also began dying 
physically—his body began the process of growing old and dying. From that point on, every person born has 
inherited Adam’s sin nature and suffered the same consequences of spiritual and physical death. 

We are born physically alive but spiritually dead. This is why Jesus told Nicodemus, “You must be born 
again” (John 3:7). Physical birth provides us with a sinful human nature; spiritual rebirth provides us with a new 
nature, “created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24). 

It may not seem fair to be saddled with Adam’s sin nature, but it’s eminently consistent with other aspects of 
human propagation. We inherit physical characteristics such as eye color from our parents, and we also inherit 
their spiritual characteristics. Why should the passing on of spiritual traits be any different from the 
transmission of physical traits? We may complain about having brown eyes when we wanted blue, but our eye 
color is simply a matter of genetics. In the same way, having a sin nature is a matter of “spiritual genetics”; it’s a 
natural part of life. 

However, the Bible says we are sinners by deed as well as by nature. We are sinners twice over: we sin because 
we are sinners (Adam’s choice), and we are sinners because we sin (our choice). “All have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). We are more than potential sinners; we are practicing sinners. “Each one is 
tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away” (James 1:14). A driver sees the speed limit sign; he 
exceeds the limit; he gets a ticket. He can’t blame Adam for that. 

“I did not eat the fruit.” True, but Scripture says that we, individually and as a human race, were all represented 
by Adam. “In Adam all die” (1 Corinthians 15:22). A diplomat speaking at the United Nations may do or say 
things that many of his countrymen disapprove of, but he is still the diplomat—he is the officially recognized 
representative of that country.  
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The theological principle of a man representing his descendants is called “federal headship.” Adam was the first 
created human being. He stood at the “head” of the human race. He was placed in the garden to act not only for 
himself but for all his progeny. Every person ever born was already “in Adam,” represented by him. The concept 
of federal headship is clearly taught elsewhere in Scripture: “One might even say that Levi himself, who receives 
tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met 
him” (Hebrews 7:9-10). Levi was born several centuries after Abraham lived, yet Levi paid tithes to 
Melchizedek “through Abraham.” Abraham was the federal head of the Jewish people, and his actions 
represented the future twelve tribes and the Levitical priesthood.

                    
                    

                   
                        
    

                     
                    

          

                     
                   

                      

“I did not eat the fruit.” True, but all sin has consequences beyond the initial wrongdoing. “No man is an island, 
entire of itself,” John Donne famously wrote. This truth can be applied spiritually. David’s sin with Bathsheba 
affected David, of course, but it also had a ripple effect that affected Uriah, David’s unborn child, the rest of 
David’s family, the whole nation, and even Israel’s enemies (2 Samuel 12:9-14). Sin always has undesirable 
effects on those around us. The ripples of Adam’s momentous sin are still being felt.

“I did not eat the fruit.” True, you were not physically present in the actual Garden of Eden with the juice of 
forbidden fruit staining the corners of your guilty mouth. But the Bible seems to indicate that, if you had been 
there instead of Adam, you’d have done the same thing he did. The apple, as they say, doesn’t fall far from the 
tree.

Whether or not we think it’s “fair” to have Adam’s sin imputed to us doesn’t really matter. God says that we have 
inherited Adam’s sinful nature, and who are we to argue with God? Besides, we are sinners in our own right. Our 
own sin probably makes Adam look like a puritan in comparison.

Here’s the good news: God loves sinners. In fact, He has acted to overcome our sin nature by sending Jesus to 
pay for our sins and offer us His righteousness (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus took the death that was our penalty upon 
Himself, “so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Note the words “in 
him.” We who were once in Adam can now be in Christ by faith. Christ is our new Head, and “in Christ all will be 
made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22).
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Multiply 
Part 4: Understanding the Old Testament  

Chapter 3: God’s Covenant with Abraham      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What is the Gospel? “The gospel is the historical narrative of the triune 
God orchestrating the reconciliation and redemption of a broken creation and fallen 
creatures from Satan, sin and its effects to the Father and each other thru the life, death, 
resurrection and future return of the substitutionary Son by the power of the Spirit for God’s 
glory and the Church’s joy.” Matt Chandler       

             
            

        

              
         

Our Story – God has promised to uphold this covenant to all who have placed their faith in 
Him and He is absolutely faithful to maintain it. 
My Story – I’ve been personally invited into a relationship with God that offers 
redemption and restoration, despite my inclination to sin.  

                   
                   

                 
 

                   
                

                   
               

Week 8 of 15

God’s Story – God made a covenant with Abraham and was faithful to uphold the 
promises and blessings that were included in the covenant.

                  
                  

                 
  

                 
                   
                 

 

And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very 
own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, 

and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

 

                 
                   
                 

 

Genesis 15:4-6

Memory Verses: And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Genesis 12:2-3
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The proper response to the Gospel is two-fold: faith and repentance. These are 
not two distinct responses but rather two views of the same response.

      God’s love is expressed through His covenants.
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God’s Covenant with Abraham 
"God made this promise to bless Abraham and to use him to bless the world. This was God’s 

decision, and He will uphold the covenant no matter what happens.”  Multiply Pg. 165 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Take some time to read and meditate on Genesis 12:1–9, 15:1–21, and 17:1–14. What stands out 
to you from reading the promises that God gave to Abraham? 

2. What does God’s covenant with Abraham reveal to us about God? 

3. What does God’s covenant with Abraham reveal about God’s plan of redemption? 

4. Consider the biblical pattern: people sin, people suffer the consequences, God redeems. How 
have you seen this pattern in your own life? 

5. In Genesis 15, God made it clear that His promises to Abraham were not dependent on 
Abraham. How should this affect the way we think about God’s plan of redemption? 

6. In your own words, explain why it is significant that God created a people for Himself. What did 
God want to accomplish through this “great nation” He promised to form? 

7. Consider God’s intentions to bless “all the nations” through His promise to Abraham. What 
implications does this have for the way we view the world today? 

8. “Think about the ways that God has blessed you. How should these blessings be used to benefit 
the people around you? 

9. Read Romans 4. Why do you think the New Testament makes such a big deal about Abraham’s 
faith? 

10.  How should Abraham’s faith affect the way you think about and relate to God? 

11. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to increase your faith in Him. Ask Him to make you more 
consistently aware of His plan of redemption and the role He wants you to play in that. 
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Question: "What are the covenants in the Bible?" 

Answer: The Bible speaks of seven different covenants, four of which (Abrahamic, Palestinian, Mosaic, 
Davidic) God made with the nation of Israel. Of those four, three are unconditional in nature; that is, regardless 
of Israel's obedience or disobedience, God still will fulfill these covenants with Israel. One of the covenants, the 
Mosaic Covenant, is conditional in nature. That is, this covenant will bring either blessing or cursing depending 
on Israel's obedience or disobedience. Three of the covenants (Adamic, Noahic, New) are made between God 
and mankind in general, and are not limited to the nation of Israel. 

The Adamic Covenant can be thought of in two parts: the Edenic Covenant (innocence) and the Adamic 
Covenant (grace) (Genesis 3:16-19). The Edenic Covenant is found in Genesis 1:26-30; 2:16-17. The Edenic 
Covenant outlined man’s responsibility toward creation and God’s directive regarding the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. The Adamic Covenant included the curses pronounced against mankind for the sin of Adam 
and Eve, as well as God’s provision for that sin (Genesis 3:15). 

The Noahic Covenant was an unconditional covenant between God and Noah (specifically) and humanity 
(generally). After the Flood, God promised humanity that He would never again destroy all life on earth with a 
Flood (see Genesis chapter 9). God gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant, a promise that the entire earth 
would never again flood and a reminder that God can and will judge sin (2 Peter 2:5). 

Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7; 13:14-17; 15; 17:1-14; 22:15-18). In this covenant, God promised many 
things to Abraham. He personally promised that He would make Abraham’s name great (Genesis 12:2), that 
Abraham would have numerous physical descendants (Genesis 13:16), and that he would be the father of a 
multitude of nations (Genesis 17:4-5). God also made promises regarding a nation called Israel. In fact, the 
geographical boundaries of the Abrahamic Covenant are laid out on more than one occasion in the book of 
Genesis (12:7; 13:14-15; 15:18-21). Another provision in the Abrahamic Covenant is that the families of the world 
will be blessed through the physical line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3; 22:18). This is a reference to the Messiah, 
who would come from the line of Abraham. 

Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:1-10). The Palestinian Covenant, or Land Covenant, amplifies the land 
aspect that was detailed in the Abrahamic Covenant. According to the terms of this covenant, if the people 
disobeyed, God would cause them to be scattered around the world (Deuteronomy 30:3-4), but He would 
eventually restore the nation (verse 5). When the nation is restored, then they will obey Him perfectly (verse 8), 
and God will cause them to prosper (verse 9). 

Mosaic Covenant (Deuteronomy 11; et al.). The Mosaic Covenant was a conditional covenant that either brought 
God's direct blessing for obedience or God's direct cursing for disobedience upon the nation of Israel. Part of the 
Mosaic Covenant was the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the rest of the Law, which contained over 600 
commands—roughly 300 positive and 300 negative. The history books of the Old Testament (Joshua–Esther) 
detail how Israel succeeded at obeying the Law or how Israel failed miserably at obeying the Law. Deuteronomy 
11:26-28 details the blessing/cursing motif. 

Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8-16). The Davidic Covenant amplifies the “seed” aspect of the Abrahamic 
Covenant. The promises to David in this passage are significant. God promised that David's lineage would last 
forever and that his kingdom would never pass away permanently (verse 16). Obviously, the Davidic throne has 
not been in place at all times. There will be a time, however, when someone from the line of David will again sit 
on the throne and rule as king. This future king is Jesus (Luke 1:32-33). 

New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). The New Covenant is a covenant made first with the nation of Israel and, 
ultimately, with all mankind. In the New Covenant, God promises to forgive sin, and there will be a universal 
knowledge of the Lord. Jesus Christ came to fulfill the Law of Moses (Matthew 5:17) and create a new covenant 
between God and His people. Now that we are under the New Covenant, both Jews and Gentiles can be free from 
the penalty of the Law. We are now given the opportunity to receive salvation as a free gift (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Within the discussion of the biblical covenants, there are a few issues that Christians are not agreed upon. First, 
some Christians think that all of the covenants are conditional in nature. If the covenants are conditional, then 
Israel failed miserably at fulfilling them. Others believe that the unconditional covenants have yet to be totally 
fulfilled and, regardless of Israel's disobedience, will come to fruition sometime in the future. Second, how does 
the church of Jesus Christ relate to the covenants? Some believe that the church fulfills the covenants and God 
will never deal with Israel again. This is called replacement theology and has little scriptural evidence. Others 
believe that the church initially or partially will fulfill these covenants. While many of the promises towards 
Israel are still in the future, many believe that the church shares in the covenants in some way. Others believe 
that the covenants are for Israel and for Israel alone, and that the church has no part in these covenants. 
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What is the Gospel? “The gospel is the historical narrative of the triune 
God orchestrating the reconciliation and redemption of a broken creation and fallen 
creatures from Satan, sin and its effects to the Father and each other thru the life, death, 

                  
               

             
            

          

“At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn 
of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, 

and all the firstborn of the livestock. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his 
servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house 
where someone was not dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, 
go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as 

you have said.” Exodus 12:29-31 

                
  

             
               

               
                    

         

    
        

 

Week 9 of 15

resurrection and future return of the substitutionary Son by the power of the Spirit for God’s 
glory and the Church’s joy.” Matt Chandler 

God’s Story – God is holy, meaning He is distinct-not like us. He is set apart from all 
things.
Our Story – God gave us His law to establish a relationship with His people and to 
provide us with a standard of living in order to show the world who He is.
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My Story – Because God has established a way for me to be in a relationship with Him, I 
need to live my life as “set apart” to God, praying that as a result the world would see Christ 
through the us and come into a relationship with Him.

Memory Verses: Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is 
mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 
that you shall speak to the people of Israel.  Exodus 19:5-6

Chapter 4: Exodus and Redemption 
Chapter 5: God’s Covenant with Moses

God is faithful to keep all of His promises.

The proper response to the Gospel is two-fold: faith and repentance. These are 
not two distinct responses but rather two views of the same response.
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Exodus and the Redemption 
               

                   
                 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Exodus 2:23–3:22 carefully. It records one of the rare instances when a human being 

had an audible conversation with Almighty God. What stands out to you about Moses’s encounter 
with God in this passage? 

2. Read Exodus 5:22–6:13. What does this passage reveal about God and His relationship to 
His people? 

3. How does God’s provision of the Passover Lamb for the Israelites help us understand Jesus’s 
sacrifice for us? 

4. Read Exodus 15:1–21. How did the Israelites describe God’s act of redemption immediately 
after He led them out of slavery? 

5. What do God’s actions in Israel’s exodus teach us about God? 

6. The story of the exodus sets the paradigm for what God’s redemption looks like. How have 
you seen God’s hand at work in your own life? 

7. What does Israel’s tendency to forget God’s redemption and begin complaining teach us 
about humanity? 

8. Make this more personal. Take some time to write about the times that God rescued you. 
What can you do to keep yourself focused on who God is and what He has done? 

9. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to make the story of Israel’s exodus vivid to you. Ask 
Him for the faith to believe that He will come through on His promises to you no matter how 
desperate the situation appears. Pray that God would help you trust Him for your salvation. 

STUDY GUIDE

 “Exodus begins with a significant problem: God’s people are slaves in a foreign land, but God’s 
promises to Abraham were exactly on track, and as the book of Exodus opens, the scene is being set 
 for the greatest act of redemption that the world has seen to this point.”  Multiply pg. 73
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Question: "Are Israel and the church the same thing? Does God still have a plan for Israel?" 

Answer: This topic is one of the more controversial in the Church today, and it has significant implications 
regarding the way we interpret Scripture, especially concerning the end times. More importantly, it has great 
significance in that it affects the way we understand the very nature and character of God Himself. 

Romans 11:16-36 records the illustration of the olive tree. This passage speaks of Israel the (“natural” branches) 
being broken off from the olive tree, and the Church (“wild” branches or shoots) being grafted into the olive tree. 
Since Israel is referred to as branches, as well as the Church, it stands to reason that neither group is the “whole 
tree,” so to speak; rather, the whole tree represents God’s workings with mankind as a whole. Therefore, God’s 
program with Israel and God’s program with the Church are part of the outworking of His purpose among men 
in general. Of course, this is not intended to mean that either program is of little significance. As many 
commentators have noted, more space is given in the Bible regarding God’s programs with Israel and with the 
Church than any of God’s other dealings! 

In Genesis 12, God promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation (the Jews), the Jews would 
possess a land, that nation would be blessed above all other nations, and all other nations would be blessed from 
Israel. So, from the beginning God revealed that Israel would be His chosen people on the earth, but that His 
blessing would not be limited to them exclusively. Galatians 3:14 identifies the nature of the blessing to come to 
all the other nations: “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” All the nations of the world were blessed by Israel, 
through whom the Savior of the world came. 

God’s plan of redemption is built upon the finished work of Jesus Christ, a descendant of David and Abraham. 
But Christ’s death on the cross is sufficient for the sins of the entire world, not just the Jews! Galatians 3:6-8 
states, “Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’ Understand, then, 
that those who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’” Finally, 
Galatians 3:29 says, “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
In other words, in Christ, believers are counted righteous by faith in the same way that Abraham was (Galatians 
3:6-8). If we are in Christ, then we are partakers of the blessing of Israel and all nations in the redemptive work 
of Christ. Believers become the spiritual descendants of Abraham. Believers do not become physical Jews, but 
they may enjoy the same type of blessings and privileges as the Jews. 

Now, this does not contradict or nullify the revelation given in the Old Testament. God’s promises in the Old 
Testament are still valid, and God’s relationship with Israel as a chosen people points to the work of Christ as a 
Redeemer of the whole world. The Mosaic Law is still mandatory for all Jews who have not yet accepted Christ as 
their Messiah. Jesus did what they could not do—fulfill the Law in all its details (Matthew 5:17). As New 
Testament believers, we are no longer under the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13), because Christ has taken that 
curse upon Himself on the cross. The Law served two purposes: to reveal sin and mankind’s inability (on his own 
merit) to do anything about it, and to point us to Christ, who fulfills the Law. His death on the cross completely 
satisfies God’s righteous requirement of perfection. 

God’s unconditional promises are not invalidated by the unfaithfulness of man. Nothing we do is ever a surprise 
to God, and He does not need to adjust His plans according to the way we behave. No, God is sovereign over all 
things—past, present and future—and what He has foreordained for both Israel and the Church will come to 
pass, regardless of circumstances. Romans 3:3-4 explains that Israel’s unbelief would not nullify His promises 
concerning them: “What if some did not have faith? Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithfulness? Not at all! 
Let God be true, and every man a liar. As it is written: ‘So that you may be proved right when you speak and 
prevail when you judge.’" 

Promises made to Israel are still going to be kept in the future. We can be sure that all God has said is true and 
will take place, because of His character and consistency. The Church does not replace Israel and should not 
expect a symbolic fulfillment of the promises of the Old Covenant As one reads Scripture, it is necessary to keep 
Israel and the Church separate. 
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Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Exodus 19. Explain the significance of the people’s cleansing themselves and staying clear 

of the mountain. 

2. How should Israel’s encounter with God at Mount Sinai affect the way we view Him? 

3. Read Exodus 20:1–21. What do the Ten Commandments reveal about the character of God? 

4. What do the Ten Commandments reveal about the way God wants humanity to live? 

5. Explain the difference between Israel’s keeping the Law in order to earn God’s favor and keeping 
the Law in order to maintain a relationship with God. 

6. In your own words, explain why it was important for God to give Israel the Law. 

7. Read Deuteronomy 28. How do these promises of blessing for obedience and cursing for 
disobedience help us understand the importance of God’s covenant with Moses and Israel? 

8. As a “kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation,” what was Israel’s responsibility to the nations 
around them? 

9. We are not the nation of Israel, but God uses similar phrases to describe the church (see 1 Peter 
2:5, 9). How should God’s covenant with Moses and the Israelites affect “the way we view ourselves as 
the people of God? 

10. Spend some time in prayer. Thank God for reaching down into this broken world and choosing 
to work in and through broken people to accomplish His purposes. Ask Him to give you a heart that is 
set on obedience and a passion for reaching out to the world around you. 
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God’s Covenant with Moses
 “When Israel arrived at the base of Mount Sinai, they discovered that God had chosen this 
place to reveal Himself to His people and enter into a covenant with them.” Multiply p.188



 

Question: "What does it mean that Christians are not under the law?" 

Answer: An exposition of Romans 10:4, which says: "Christ is the end of the law so that 
there may be righteousness for everyone who believes," will help in understanding what is 
means that Christians are not under the law. The apostle Paul clarifies the effects of original 
sin in Romans 2:12, stating "All who sin apart from the law will perish apart from the law, and 
all who sin under the law will be judged by the law." All men stand condemned before God, 
whether they are Jews or not, or to put it another way, whether they have the Law of God or 
not. Paul also states "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

If we are without Christ, we are justly condemned in God’s sight by the Law that was given to 
His servant Moses. However, we might argue that those who are not Jewish and therefore do 
not benefit from the knowledge of the Mosaic Law (including the moral and ceremonial laws), 
should not be condemned in the same way. This is dealt with by the Apostle in Romans 
2:14-15, where he states that the Gentiles have the essence of God’s legal requirements 
already ingrained and so are just as much without excuse. 

The Law is the issue that has to be dealt with in order to bring us into a right relationship with 
God. "Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So 
we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified" (Galatians 2:16). 
This passage reveals that the Law cannot justify or make righteous any man in God’s sight, 
which is why God sent His Son to completely fulfill the requirements of the Law for all those 
who would ever believe in Him.  

Christ Jesus redeemed us from the curse that has been brought through the law by becoming 
a curse for us (Galatians 3:13). He substituted Himself in our place and upon the cross took 
the punishment that is justly ours so that we are no longer under the curse of the Law. In 
doing so, He fulfilled and upheld the requirements of the Law. This does not mean that 
Christians are to be lawless, as some advocate today—a teaching called antinomianism. 
Rather, it means that we are free from the Mosaic Law and instead under the law of Christ, 
which is to love God with all of our being and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

Christ became the end of the Law by virtue of what He did on earth through His sinless life 
and His sacrifice on the cross. So, the Law no longer has any bearing over us because its 
demands have been fully met in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ who satisfied the 
righteous demands of the Law restores us into a pleasing relationship with God and keeps us 
there. No longer under the penalty of the Law, we now live under the law of grace in the love 
of God. 
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“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make 
atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.” 

Leviticus 17:11 

               
Our Story – Because of Jesus's death and resurrection, we never have to worry about 
losing the presence of God.  

              
        

Memory Verse: “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body. ”  1 Corinthians 7:1 

Week 10 of 15

What is the Gospel? “The gospel is the historical narrative of the triune 
God orchestrating the reconciliation and redemption of a broken creation and fallen 
creatures from Satan, sin and its effects to the Father and each other thru the life, death, 
resurrection and future return of the substitutionary Son by the power of the Spirit for God’s 
glory and the Church’s joy.” Matt Chandler 

God’s Story — God made a way for His people to be in His presence.

54

My Story — Receiving the Holy Spirit upon salvation is a prelude to experiencing God's 
full presence, to be enjoyed when He returns.

Chapter 6: Sacrifice and Atonement 
Chapter 7: God’s Presence on Earth

The proper response to the Gospel is two-fold: faith and repentance. These are 
not two distinct responses but rather two views of the same response.

            
            

Without the shedding of blood, there can be no forgiveness for our sins. 
You were bought with a price. Jesus paid the consequence for your sins.
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Sacrifice and Atonement 
            

Reflect & Respond 
1. Explain what you already know about the Old Testament sacrifices. Have you ever thought 

of Jesus’s sacrifice in light of the Old Testament sacrificial system? How so? 

2. Why was sacrifice an important theme in the Old Testament? 

3. Summarize the role that sacrifices played in the way Israel related to their God. 

4. How should the Old Testament sacrificial system put our sin into the proper perspective? 

5. Read Leviticus 16. What stands out to you from reading this description of the Day of 
Atonement? 

6. What does the Day of Atonement teach us about the nature of sin and the reality of 
forgiveness? 

7. How should God’s emphasis on the heart of the worshipper affect the way we approach God 
in our worship and in our everyday lives? 

8. Read Hebrews 9:11–10:25. In light of what you’ve studied about the Old Testament 
sacrificial system and what you read in Hebrews, how does the Old Testament system of sacrifice 
and atonement help us to better understand the significance of Jesus’s death? 

9. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to affect your heart with the significance of the sacrifice 
that Jesus offered on your behalf. Ask God to break your heart over the sin in your life. Ask Him to 
give you the strength and motivation to identify and uproot that sin. Pray that your life would be 
the “living sacrifice” that Paul described in Romans 12:1. And most of all, thank God for sacrificing 
Jesus as a substitute for you. 
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Question: "What is the importance of the Lord's supper / Christian 
Communion?" 

Answer: A study of the Lord’s Supper is a soul-stirring experience because of the 
depth of meaning it contains. It was during the age-old celebration of the Passover on the eve of His 
death that Jesus instituted a significant new fellowship meal that we observe to this day. It is an 
integral part of Christian worship. It causes us to remember our Lord’s death and resurrection and to 
look for His glorious return in the future. 

The Passover was the most sacred feast of the Jewish religious year. It commemorated the final plague 
on Egypt when the firstborn of the Egyptians died and the Israelites were spared because of the blood 
of a lamb that was sprinkled on their doorposts. The lamb was then roasted and eaten with 
unleavened bread. God’s command was that throughout the generations to come the feast would be 
celebrated. The story is recorded in Exodus 12. 

During the Last Supper—a Passover celebration—Jesus took a loaf of bread and gave thanks to God. 
As He broke it and gave it to His disciples, He said, “’This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’” (Luke 22:19-21). He concluded the feast by 
singing a hymn (Matthew 26:30), and they went out into the night to the Mount of Olives. It was there 
that Jesus was betrayed, as predicted, by Judas. The following day He was crucified. 

The accounts of the Lord’s Supper are found in the Gospels (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:17-25; Luke 
22:7-22; and John 13:21-30). The apostle Paul wrote concerning the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 
11:23-29. Paul includes a statement not found in the Gospels: “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or 
drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood 
of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For 
anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). We may ask what it means to partake of the bread and the cup “in 
an unworthy manner.” It may mean to disregard the true meaning of the bread and cup and to forget 
the tremendous price our Savior paid for our salvation. Or it may mean to allow the ceremony to 
become a dead and formal ritual or to come to the Lord’s Supper with unconfessed sin. In keeping 
with Paul’s instruction, we should examine ourselves before eating the bread and drinking the cup. 

Another statement Paul made that is not included in the gospel accounts is “For whenever you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). This 
places a time limit on the ceremony—until our Lord’s return. From these brief accounts we learn how 
Jesus used two of the frailest of elements as symbols of His body and blood and initiated them to be a 
monument to His death. It was not a monument of carved marble or molded brass, but of bread and 
wine. 

He declared that the bread spoke of His body which would be broken. There was not a broken bone, 
but His body was so badly tortured that it was hardly recognizable (Psalm 22:12-17; Isaiah 53:4-7). 
The wine spoke of His blood, indicating the terrible death He would soon experience. He, the perfect 
Son of God, became the fulfillment of the countless Old Testament prophecies concerning a Redeemer 
(Genesis 3:15; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53). When He said, “Do this in remembrance of me,” He indicated this 
was a ceremony that must be continued in the future. It indicated also that the Passover, which 
required the death of a lamb and looked forward to the coming of the Lamb of God who would take 
away the sin of the world, was fulfilled in the Lord’s Supper. The New Covenant replaced the Old 
Covenant when Christ, the Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7), was sacrificed (Hebrews 8:8-13). The 
sacrificial system was no longer needed (Hebrews 9:25-28). The Lord’s Supper/Christian Communion 
is a remembrance of what Christ did for us and a celebration of what we receive as a result of His 
sacrifice. 
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Reflect & Respond 
          

2. Read Exodus 25:8–9 and 17–22. What is so significant about the tabernacle and the ark of the 
covenant? 

3. Read Exodus 33:1–6. What makes this such a devastating pronouncement for the Israelites? 

4. Consider God’s presence in your own life. How would you respond to the prospect of God’s 
blessing apart from God’s presence? Forget about how you “ought” to answer this, try to answer 
honestly. 

5. Read Exodus 33:7–23. What stands out to you about Moses’s response? 

6. As you think of the experiences Moses and Israel had with God, how might it affect the way you 
interact with God? 

7. Read 1 Kings 8:1–13 and 27–30. What does this passage reveal about God’s glory and the 
significance of God’s dwelling among His people 

8. Read 1 Kings 9:1–9. What does God’s warning to Solomon teach us about what it means for 
God’s presence to dwell in the midst of His people? 

9. How does what you have studied thus far help you understand the significance of God becoming 
man in Jesus and of the church being identified as a dwelling place for God? 

10. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to help you understand the significance of His presence on 
earth, and to help you live together with the other Christians in your life in a way that reflects His 
presence and glory in your midst. 
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“And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” 
Exodus 25:8

58

God’s Presence on Earth
                 

                 
           

 “Moses recognized that Israel had no hope—that there was no point in being the nation of 
Israel —if they did not have God with them. God’s presence is what made them distinct. Israel 

could not be the people of God without the presence of God.” Multiply p.217

1. Why is the presence of God so important for humanity?



    

Question: "What does it mean to be in the presence of God?" 

Answer: Adam and Eve had intimate fellowship in the presence of God before the fall 
(Genesis 3:8). Since that time, sin has prevented our ability to be in the physical presence of 
God (Exodus 33:20). Now only the holy, sinless angels are in the physical presence of God 
(Luke 1:19). But Christians have the presence of God within us by virtue of His indwelling 
Holy Spirit (John 14:23; 15:4), and that indwelling presence comes only through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are aware of the reality of this presence from our obedience to His Word. “We are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praise of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light” (1 Peter 
2:9). Note that Peter says that “we are chosen people . . . belonging to God.” If we belong to 
Him, will He not be present among us? We never lose the reality of God’s presence, no matter 
how badly we fail; we never sin so much as to lose our salvation; we never sink so far as to 
banish the Holy Spirit. We can anger God because of our sin, but true believers never lose the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. While we will never lose the reality of God’s presence, we might 
lose the “sense” of His presence. 

Every child of God invariably goes through this feeling of losing God’s presence from time to 
time, like a landlord who has left his house and gone away on business for a while. He has not 
left the house completely empty, for, if he had, he would have taken all his belongings with 
him. But because he has left all his furniture and belongings in that house, does it not mean 
that he will return once again? Any believer knows that there are times of spiritual leanness 
when perhaps the Lord determines to test our faith. Does He not push us through the 
winnowing flames of affliction that we might be all the more pure (Job 23:10; 1 Peter 1:7)? 

But the practical result of being in God’s presence is joy! Many Christians seem gloomy and 
dejected because they lack this sense of God’s presence. The fellowship is sweet for those who 
walk with the Lord in obedience and faith. But the sweet fellowship that comes from 
obedience and trust in the Lord is not a passing feeling. It sustains us, especially during trials, 
for “the joy of the Lord shall be your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). James, the Lord’s brother, 
writes, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds” (James 
1:2) because trials produce faith and develop perseverance. When we persevere through trials, 
proving to ourselves and to others that our faith is real, our sense of God’s presence increases, 
as does our joy. 

David speaks of a joy that only the righteous can know (Psalm 16:11)—a joy that is but a 
foretaste of a far greater and everlasting joy when we see the Lord’s face in the glory to come. 
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Multiply 
Part 4: Understanding the Old Testament  

Chapter 8: The Kingdom of God       
Chapter 9: Exile and the Promise of Restoration  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the presence of God.  
             

presence, to be enjoyed when He returns.  

         
 

 

Week 11 of 15

What is the Gospel? “The gospel is the historical narrative of the triune 
God orchestrating the reconciliation and redemption of a broken creation and fallen 
creatures from Satan, sin and its effects to the Father and each other thru the life, death, 
resurrection and future return of the substitutionary Son by the power of the Spirit for God’s 
glory and the Church’s joy.” Matt Chandler 

God’s Story – God made a way for His people to be in His presence.
Our Story – Because of Jesus's death and resurrection, we never have to worry about losing

My Story – Receiving the Holy Spirit upon salvation is a prelude to experiencing God's full

Memory Verses: “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all 
your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 36:25-26

60

The proper response to the Gospel is two-fold: faith and repentance. These are 
not two distinct responses but rather two views of the same response.

                 

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people 
of Israel.” Exodus 19:5-6

         
        

Because of Jesus, believers are free from guilt and shame. His 
followers are made new as a result of His free gift - grace!
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The Kingdom of God 
            

Reflect & Respond 
1. Take a minute to think about what you learned about God by reading Genesis 1 and 2. How 

is God’s kingship established and displayed in the creation account? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 8. What does this passage tell us about the significance of Israel’s choosing to 
be ruled by a human king? 

3. Read 2 Samuel 7. What promises did God make to David in this passage? 

4. Spend some time thinking about these promises of a coming King (consider looking up the 
passages mentioned in the last two paragraphs). How does the concept of a King arising from the 
line of David set the stage for Jesus’s arrival in the New Testament? 

5. Read Jesus’s birth announcement in Luke 1:26–33. How does the language used here help 
us see Jesus in light of the Old Testament kingdom 

6. Why is it important for us to see Jesus as the culmination of the kingly line of David 

7. How should the kingship of God and of His Anointed affect the way we view our relationship 
to God and His Son? 

8. Spend some time in prayer. Pray that God would help you to lovingly submit to His rule as 
the King of creation. Pray that God’s reign over this world would be established and that this 
rebellious world would see Jesus as the true King”     
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“God is the King, and Israel is His kingdom.” Multiply p.226



 
Question: "What is the Davidic covenant?" 

Answer: The Davidic Covenant refers to God’s promises to David through Nathan the 
prophet and is found in 2 Samuel 7 and later summarized in 1 Chronicles 17:11–14 and 2 
Chronicles 6:16. This is an unconditional covenant made between God and David through 
which God promises David and Israel that the Messiah (Jesus Christ) would come from the 
lineage of David and the tribe of Judah and would establish a kingdom that would endure 
forever. The Davidic Covenant is unconditional because God does not place any conditions of 
obedience upon its fulfillment. The surety of the promises made rests solely on God’s 
faithfulness and does not depend at all on David or Israel’s obedience. 

The Davidic Covenant centers on several key promises that are made to David. First, God 
reaffirms the promise of the land that He made in the first two covenants with Israel (the 
Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants). This promise is seen in 2 Samuel 7:10, “I will provide a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and 
no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore.” God then promises 
that David’s son will succeed him as king of Israel and that this son (Solomon) would build 
the temple. This promise is seen in 2 Samuel 7:12–13, " I will raise up your offspring to 
succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who 
will build a house for my Name.” 

But then the promise continues and expands: “I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (verse 13), and “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 
throne will be established forever” (verse 16). What began as a promise that David’s son 
Solomon would be blessed and build the temple turns into something different—the promise 
of an everlasting kingdom. Another Son of David would rule forever and build a lasting 
House. This is a reference to the Messiah, Jesus Christ, called the Son of David in Matthew 
21:9. 

The promise that David’s “house,” “kingdom,” and “throne” will be established forever is 
significant because it shows that the Messiah will come from the lineage of David and that He 
will establish a kingdom from which He will reign. The covenant is summarized by the words 
“house,” promising a dynasty in the lineage of David; “kingdom,” referring to a people who 
are governed by a king; “throne,” emphasizing the authority of the king’s rule; and “forever,” 
emphasizing the eternal and unconditional nature of this promise to David and Israel. 

Other references to the Davidic Covenant are found in Jeremiah 23:5; 30:9; Isaiah 9:7; 11:1; 
Luke 1:32, 69; Acts 13:34; and Revelation 3:7. 
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Exile and the Promise of Restoration 
            

                     
                 

 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Deuteronomy 28. Based on what you have studied in the previous sessions, how did 

the blessings offered in verses 1–14 become a reality in the life of Israel 

2. Summarize the judgments in verses 15–68 that God said would come upon Israel if they 
disobeyed. 

3. Read 2 Kings 17:1–23. This passage describes Israel’s being taken into exile. The author did 
not simply describe the event; he included a theological explanation for what happened. According 
to this passage, why was Israel sent into exile? 

4. In light of Israel’s persistent rebellion, why do you think it still grieved God to send them 
into exile? 

5. Read Ezekiel 36:16–38. Why was God promising to restore Israel? Why is this significant 

6. Look closely at verses 25–27. God promised to cleanse His people, to give them a new heart, 
and to empower them by His Spirit. What is the significance of these promises? 

7. What changes do you need to make in order to live the truths that you will be teaching other 
people? 

8. As the Old Testament comes to a close, we see that God promised to send a King in the line 
of David and to make a new covenant with His people. How should these promises affect our lives 
today? 

9. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to address the sin in your heart and to give you a heart 
that loves Him and submits to His rule. Thank Him for His promises of redemption and for the 
amazing reality of the new covenant established in the blood of Jesus. 
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 “How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you 
like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows 
 warm and tender.” Hosea 11:7
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          “God didn’t want to send His people into exile.” Multiply p.241



 

Question: "Why was Israel divided into the Southern Kingdom and Northern 
Kingdom?" 

Answer: Throughout their history in the Promised Land, the children of Israel struggled with conflict 
among the tribes. The disunity went back all the way to the patriarch Jacob, who presided over a 
house divided. The sons of Leah and the sons of Rachel had their share of contention even in Jacob’s 
lifetime (Genesis 37:1-11).  

The enmity among the half-brothers continued in the time of the judges. Benjamin (one of Rachel’s 
tribes) took up arms against the other tribes (Judges 20). Israel’s first king, Saul, was of the tribe of 
Benjamin. When David was crowned king—David was from the tribe of Judah (one of Leah’s tribes)—
the Benjamites rebelled (2 Samuel 2–3). After a long war (2 Samuel 3:1), David succeeded in uniting 
all twelve tribes (5:1-5).  

The frailty of the union was exposed, however, when David’s son Absalom promoted himself as the 
new king and drew many Israelites away from their allegiance to David (2 Samuel 15). Significantly, 
Absalom set up his throne in Hebron, the site of the former capital (v. 10). A later revolt was led by a 
man named Sheba against David and the tribe of Judah (20:1-2).  

The reign of David’s son Solomon saw more unrest when one of the king’s servants, Jeroboam, 
rebelled. Jeroboam was on the king’s errand when he met the prophet Ahijah, who told him that God 
was going to give him authority over ten of the twelve tribes of Israel. God’s reason for the division of 
the kingdom was definitive: “Because they have forsaken me . . . and have not walked in my ways.” 
However, God promised that David’s dynasty would continue, albeit over a much smaller kingdom, for 
the sake of God’s covenant with David and for the sake of Jerusalem, God’s chosen city. When 
Solomon learned of the prophecy, he sought to kill Jeroboam, who fled to Egypt for sanctuary (1 Kings 
11:26-40). 

After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam was set to become the next king. Jeroboam returned from 
Egypt and led a group of people to confront Rehoboam with a demand for a lighter tax burden. When 
Rehoboam refused the demand, ten of the tribes rejected Rehoboam and David’s dynasty (1 Kings 
12:16), and Ahijah’s prophecy was fulfilled. Only Judah and Benjamin remained loyal to King 
Rehoboam. The northern tribes crowned Jeroboam as their king. Rehoboam made plans to mount an 
assault on the rebel tribes, but the Lord prevented him from taking that action (vv. 21-24). Meanwhile, 
Jeroboam further consolidated his power by instituting a form of calf worship unique to his kingdom 
and declaring that pilgrimages to Jerusalem were unnecessary. Thus, the people of the northern tribes 
would have no contact with the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 

“So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day” (1 Kings 12:19). The northern 
kingdom is called “Israel” (or sometimes “Ephraim”) in Scripture, and the southern kingdom is called 
“Judah.” From the divine viewpoint, the division was a judgment on not keeping God’s commands, 
specifically the commands prohibiting idolatry. From a human viewpoint, the division was the result 
of tribal discord and political unrest. The principle is that sin brings division (1 Corinthians 1:13, 11:18; 
James 4:1). 

The good news is that God, in His mercy, has promised a reuniting of the northern and southern 
kingdoms. “He will raise a banner for the nations / and gather the exiles of Israel; / he will assemble 
the scattered people of Judah / from the four quarters of the earth. / Ephraim’s jealousy will vanish, / 
and Judah’s enemies will be destroyed; / Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, / nor Judah hostile 
toward Ephraim” (Isaiah 11:12-13). When the Prince of Peace—Jesus Christ—reigns in His millennial 
kingdom, all hostility, jealousy, and conflict among the tribes will be put to rest. 
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Multiply 
Part 5: Understanding the New Testament 

Chapter 1: Jesus the Messiah         
Chapter 2: The Great Commission 
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What is the Gospel? “The Gospel is the good news of our final and full enjoyment of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ.  That this enjoyment had to be purchased for sinners at 
the cost of Christ’s life makes his glory shine all the more brightly.  And that this enjoyment 
is a free and unmerited gift makes it shine more brightly still.  But the price Jesus paid for 
the gift and the unmerited freedom of the gift are not the gift.  The gift is Christ himself as 
the glorious image of God – seen and savored with everlasting joy.” John Piper      

             
   

         

                
        

Week 12 of 15

Ephesians 3:8 : “To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”
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      It connects a person with the 
  

          

     
   

What makes the Gospel "good news”?: 
"unsearchable riches of Christ."

       Jesus Christ is the Messiah - our Annointed King!
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Jesus the Messiah 
                

   

                      
   

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Mark 1 slowly and thoughtfully. As you read, consider what it must have been like to have 
seen Jesus say and do these things. What stands out to you from reading this description of Jesus? 

2. What are some of the answers people in our culture give to Jesus’s question “Who do you say 
that I am?” Why are these answers inadequate? 

3. Why is it important to understand that Jesus was fully human? How should this reality shape 
the way you think and speak about Him? 

4. Why is it important to understand that Jesus was more than a man—that He was, in fact, 
divine? How should this reality shape the way you think and speak about Him 

5. Why is it important to recognize that Jesus was fulfilling the promises and prophecies made in 
the Old Testament? 

6. Based on what you studied in the session on the kingdom of God in the Old Testament, why is 
Jesus’s proclamation of the kingdom of God important? 

7. How should the concept of the kingdom of God and the reality of Jesus as the King affect your 
daily life now? 

8. Carefully read Ephesians 2:1–10 and Colossians 2:13–15. If you are familiar with these 
passages, force yourself to read them slowly, as though you’ve never read them before. What do 
these passages say about the significance of Jesus’s death and resurrection 

9. According to these passages, how should we relate to Jesus? 

10. Spend some time in prayer. Pray that God would take the truths you have been thinking 
through and use them to affect your heart. Ask God to help you respond to Jesus appropriately—
whether you have never considered Jesus’s call to follow Him or you have been walking with Jesus 
for many years. 
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“When Jesus was referred to as ‘the Christ’, he was being identified as that Messiah.” 
Multiply p.254

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Luke 6:40
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Question: "Is Jesus the Messiah?" 
 

Answer: Jesus is called the Messiah in Matthew 1:16. In fact, every time someone says, “Jesus Christ,” he 
is referring to Jesus as the Messiah, since Christ means “Messiah” or “Anointed One.” The Old Testament 
predicts the Messiah, and the New Testament reveals the Messiah to be Jesus of Nazareth. There are 
several things that the Jewish people who anticipated the Messiah expected Him to be, based on Old 
Testament prophecies. The Messiah would be a Hebrew man (Isaiah 9:6) born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), a prophet akin to Moses (Deuteronomy 18:18), a priest in the order of 
Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4), a king (Isaiah 11:1–4), and the Son of David (Matthew 22:42) who suffered 
before entering His glory (Isaiah 53). Jesus met each of these messianic requirements. 
 

Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the Messiah in that He was a Hebrew of the tribe of Judah (Luke 3:30), 
and He was born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:4–7) to a virgin (Luke 1:26–27). Another proof that Jesus was the 
Messiah is the fact that He was a prophet like Moses. Both Moses and Jesus were prophets “whom the 
LORD knew face to face” (Deuteronomy 34:10; cf. John 8:38). But Jesus is an even greater prophet than 
Moses in that, while Moses delivered Israel from slavery, Jesus frees us from the bondage of death and 
sin. Unlike Moses, Jesus didn’t just represent God—He is God (John 10:30). Jesus doesn’t just lead us to 
the Promised Land; He takes us up to heaven for eternity (John 14:1–3). For these and many more 
reasons, Jesus is a prophet greater than Moses. 
 

Jesus must also be a king in order to be the Messiah. Jesus was from Judah, the kingly tribe. When Jesus 
was born, wise men from the East came looking for the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1–2). Jesus taught 
that He would one day sit on a glorious throne (Matthew 19:28; 25:31). Many people in Israel saw Jesus 
as their long-awaited king and expected Him to set up His rule immediately (Luke 19:11), although Jesus’ 
kingdom is currently not of this world (John 18:36). At the end of Jesus’ life, during His trial before Pilate, 
Jesus did not defend Himself except to answer affirmatively when Pilate asked if He was the King of the 
Jews (Mark 15:2). 
 

Another way Jesus fits the Old Testament description of the Messiah is that He was the Suffering Servant 
of Isaiah 53. On the cross Jesus was “despised” and “held . . . in low esteem” (Isaiah 53:3). He was 
“pierced” (verse 5) and “oppressed and afflicted” (verse 7). He died with thieves yet was buried in a rich 
man’s tomb (verse 9; cf. Mark 15:27; Matthew 27:57–60). After His suffering and death, Jesus the 
Messiah was resurrected (Isaiah 53:11; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:4) and glorified (Isaiah 53:12). Isaiah 53 is one 
of the clearest prophecies identifying Jesus as the Messiah; it is the very passage that the Ethiopian 
eunuch was reading when Philip met him and explained to him about Jesus (Acts 8:26–35). 
 

To those of us who believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior, the proof that He is the Jewish Messiah seems 
overwhelming. How is it that, generally speaking, the Jews do not accept Jesus as their Messiah? Both 
Isaiah and Jesus prophesied a spiritual blindness upon Israel as a judgment for their lack of faith 
(Isaiah  6:9–10; Matthew 13:13–15). Also, most of the Jews of Jesus’ time were looking for a political and 
cultural savior, not a Savior from sin. They wanted Jesus to throw off the yoke of Rome and establish Zion 
as the capital of the world (see Acts 1:6). They could not see how the meek and lowly Jesus could possibly 
do that. 
 

Still, there were many in Jesus’ day who saw the truth about Jesus. The Bethlehem shepherds saw (Luke 
2:16–17). Simeon in the temple saw (verse 34). Anna saw and “spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem” (verse 38). Peter and the other disciples saw (Matthew 
16:16). May many more continue to see that Jesus is the Messiah, the One who fulfills the Law and the 
Prophets (Matthew 5:17). 
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The Great Commission 
                 

“For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Luke 24 and Acts 1:1–11. As you read, place yourself in the scene and try to feel the 

significance of these events. How do the circumstances surrounding the Great Commission add 
significance to Jesus’s words 

2. We can get so caught up in our own personal relationships with God that we forget to think 
about the global implications of the Great Commission. Why is it important to see the mission of 
the church as a global calling. 

3. Why do you think Jesus would give us the strategy of disciple making as the means for 
accomplishing our mission on earth? 

4. Take a minute to consider the significance of baptism. Write down some thoughts below. If 
you have been baptized, include some reflections on your own experience with baptism. 

5. What role should teaching play in our Christian lives and in the life of the church? 

6. Most likely, you already believe that God’s presence is with you as you seek to honor Him in 
this world. But take some time to meditate on that simple truth: “I am with you always.” How 
should this statement affect your daily life and the way you view your God-given mission 

7. Have you ever tried to follow Jesus apart from the power of the Holy Spirit? Why is this 
approach bound to end in frustration? 

8. Given your specific setting, what would it look like to pursue the Great Commission through 
the power of the Spirit? 

9. Read Revelation 7:9–12. This passage gives us a vision of the end of the story. This life will 
conclude with an enormous community of redeemed people from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language praising God together for His salvation. How should this vision of the end of the story 
affect the way we think about our mission now? 

10. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to affect your heart with the urgency of the mission He 
has given you and the other Christians in your life. Ask Him for the strength, wisdom, and 
perseverance to pursue His mission in the strength of His Spirit.
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“God calls us to be His colaborers (1 Cor. 3:9) and ambassadors (2 Cor. 5).” Multiply p.276



Multiply 
Part 5: Understanding the New Testament  

Chapter 3: The Spirit of God       
Chapter 4: The Early Church  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Our  Story –We, as believers, are given the Holy Spirit to empower and equip us to execute 
the divine will of God.  

                 

Memory Verse: “For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”  

Romans 8:13 

Week 13 of 15

           
    

            
  

God’s Story – God sends the Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of the Trinity, to dwell 
within believers.

My Story – My response is to rely on the Holy Spirit, rather than myself, to do God’s will.
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“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God,  built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,  in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  In him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19-22

           
              

            
 

                
               

           
    

               
             

           
     

         
     

               

           
     

               
              

           
              

     

What is the Gospel? “The Gospel is the good news of our final and full enjoyment of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ. That this enjoyment had to be purchased for sinners at 
the cost of Christ’s life makes his glory shine all the more brightly. And that this enjoyment 
is a free and unmerited gift makes it shine more brightly still. But the price Jesus paid for 
the gift and the unmerited freedom of the gift are not the gift. The gift is Christ himself as 
the glorious image of God – seen and savored with everlasting joy.” John Piper

The Holy Spirit is our guarantee of every spiritual blessing 
that will be ours for eternity.
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This week, read Multiply Part 5: Ch. 3 & 4 
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The Spirit of God 
                   

                  

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.”  Ephesians 4:30 

Reflect & Respond 
1. Take a minute to consider the significance of the promise of the Holy Spirit in Ezekiel 

36:25–27. Explain why this promise is so important in the history of redemption. 

2. How should seeing the Holy Spirit as a person and as God Himself change the way you relate 
to Him? 

3. Read Acts 2 carefully. As you read, pay attention to two things: (1) references to Old 
Testament truths and promises and (2) references to the Holy Spirit. What references do you see 
in Peter’s sermon to some of the key concepts you studied in the Old Testament sessions? 

4. What does this passage say about the Holy Spirit? How was the Holy Spirit working at this 
significant moment in redemption history? 

5. Read Romans 7 and 8. What does Paul’s comparison of these two ways of living say about 
the role of the Holy Spirit and our need for Him? 

6. How have you seen the Spirit of God working in the life of your church? If you are having 
trouble identifying the work of the Spirit, why do you think the Spirit’s work isn’t being clearly 
seen in your church? 

7. How are you partnering with other members of the body of Christ to be used by the Spirit in 
fulfilling God’s mission on earth? 

8. Spend some time in prayer. Thank God for the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit. Pray that 
you would be empowered to pursue and rely on the Spirit’s power in your life. Pray that God would 
work through the life of your church to bring healing, hope, and change to the world around you. 

STUDY GUIDE

 “He is not an impersonal force, so we should not refer to the Spirit as an “it.” The Holy 
Spirit is a “He,” a person with the ability to act, will, and even be grieved.” Multiply p. 282
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Question: "Who is the Holy Spirit?" 
 
Answer: There are many misconceptions about the identity of the Holy Spirit. Some view the 
Holy Spirit as a mystical force. Others understand the Holy Spirit as the impersonal power 
that God makes available to followers of Christ. What does the Bible say about the identity of 
the Holy Spirit? Simply put, the Bible declares that the Holy Spirit is God. The Bible also tells 
us that the Holy Spirit is a divine person, a being with a mind, emotions, and a will. 
 
The fact that the Holy Spirit is God is clearly seen in many Scriptures, including Acts 5:3-4. In 
this verse Peter confronts Ananias as to why he lied to the Holy Spirit and tells him that he 
had "not lied to men but to God." It is a clear declaration that lying to the Holy Spirit is lying 
to God. We can also know that the Holy Spirit is God because He possesses the characteristics 
of God. For example, His omnipresence is seen in Psalm 139:7-8, "Where can I go from your 
Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make 
my bed in the depths, you are there." Then in 1 Corinthians 2:10-11, we see the characteristic 
of omniscience in the Holy Spirit. "But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a 
man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God." 
 
We can know that the Holy Spirit is indeed a divine person because He possesses a mind, 
emotions, and a will. The Holy Spirit thinks and knows (1 Corinthians 2:10). The Holy Spirit 
can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30). The Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26-27). He makes 
decisions according to His will (1 Corinthians 12:7-11). The Holy Spirit is God, the third 
Person of the Trinity. As God, the Holy Spirit can truly function as the Comforter and 
Counselor that Jesus promised He would be (John 14:16, 26, 15:26).

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries



The Early Church 
                  

       

Reflect & Respond 
1. Read Acts 2:42–47 slowly. After you read it, spend a few minutes meditating on what 

characterized this group of people. What stands out to you 

2. Why do you think the early church devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching? What 
implications does that have for the church today? 

3. Why was fellowship so important for the early church? Why is it important for the church today? 

4. In your own words, describe why the Lord’s Supper is significant. Does communion carry this 
significance in your church? Why or why not 

5. Explain why prayer is essential to the life and mission of the church. What would a devotion to 
prayer look like in the life of your church? 

6.  Read 1 Corinthians 12. How should Paul’s analogy of the church as a body affect the way we 
think about the church? 

7. Does the life of your church look anything like the body that Paul described in 1 Corinthians 12? 
How so? If not, why do you think this is? 

8. What do you find most compelling about the way the book of Acts describes the life of the early 
church? 

9. Does your church possess these compelling characteristics? If so, briefly describe them and 
thank God for them. If not, why do you think these characteristics are lacking? 

10.  What do you think the Holy Spirit would want your church to do in an effort to fulfill the 
church’s mission in your unique setting? If you don’t have an answer for this, make it a priority to pray 
and seek the Spirit’s guidance on this issue. 

11. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to guide and empower your church for the mission He has 
given you. Pray that the church today would be everything that God designed it to be. 
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“If the church doesn’t understand its identity and its role in this world, then it is bound to 
be confused, paralyzed, and ineffective.” Multiply p.290



    

Question: "What should be the mission of the church?" 

Answer: The church is a creation of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 3:9, 17; 15:9), founded and 
owned by Jesus Christ—“I will build My church” (Matthew 16:18)—and directed and energized by the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 10:17; 12:5–27; Romans 12:4–5). Therefore, it is the church’s joy to look to 
God to explain His design for the church and His mission for it. God’s mission for the church proves to 
have several parts. First we’ll list them, then summarize them: 

1. The mission of the church is to make disciples. Just before Jesus returned to heaven, He 
commissioned His disciples this way: “Going into all the world, make disciples of all nations by 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
observe everything that I have commanded you” (literal translation of Matthew 28:19–20a). A disciple 
is a follower, someone who attaches himself to his leader. Therefore, we reason, Jesus sent the church 
on its mission to acquaint people in every place with Himself. As the church makes disciples, people 
can admire, worship, trust, follow, and obey Jesus as their Savior and Lord. The church’s members, 
having become enamored of Jesus Christ, assemble around Him as Master, Leader, Savior, and 
Friend. Our joyful mission is to put Him on display to every nation. 

2. The mission of the church is to glorify Christ. Paul wrote, “In Christ we were also chosen … 
in order that we … might be for the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:11–12). Part of God’s purpose for 
the church is to exalt Jesus Christ by the way that the church lives and by what it does. Christ designed 
His church to represent His supernatural, life-saving work to the world. In His church, Christ shows to 
the world what a freed and forgiven people can be—people who are satisfied with God as the result of 
Christ’s joyful, triumphant self-sacrifice. He has planned the church’s values to be His values. He 
expects its lifestyle to reflect His character (2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1; Ephesians 5:23–32; Colossians 
1:13, 18; 1 Timothy 3:15). As the moon reflects the sun, so the church is to reflect the glory of God to a 
dark world. 

3. The mission of the church is to build up the saints. The church is to encourage and comfort 
its individual members (1 Thessalonians 5:11; 2 Corinthians 13:11). “There should be no division in the 
body, but . . . its parts should have equal concern for each other” (2 Corinthians 12:25). Jesus is the 
chief cornerstone, and the church is likened to a building “joined together and [rising] to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. And in Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which 
God lives by His Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19–22; see also 4:4–25). Jesus Christ designed His Church to 
showcase God’s family on earth, so that the pagan world can see how God builds His family around 
Jesus Christ and how that family cares for one another (see Mark 3:35 and John 13:35). 

The mission of the church is to know and love Christ so supremely as to represent Him and His values 
accurately and vividly to the world and serve people’s deepest needs in the way Christ Himself would 
meet them. As W. C. Robinson says in Baker’s Dictionary of Theology, “Our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
sun about which the whole mission of the church revolves. Public worship is the encounter of the risen 
Redeemer with His people; evangelism is calling men to the Savior; publishing the law of God is 
proclaiming His lordship; Christian nurture is feeding His lambs and disciplining His flock; 
ministering to the needs of men is continuing the work of the Great Physician.” The church’s mission 
is to present Jesus Christ to the world, while He presents to the same world His rescuing work in and 
through His church. 

© Copyright 2002-2017 Got Questions Ministries
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Multiply 
Part 5: Understanding the New Testament  

Chapter 5: Good News for All Nations      
 

STUDY GUIDE

What is the Gospel? “The Gospel is the good news of our final and full enjoyment of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ.  That this enjoyment had to be purchased for sinners at 
the cost of Christ’s life makes his glory shine all the more brightly.  And that this enjoyment 
is a free and unmerited gift makes it shine more brightly still.  But the price Jesus paid for 
the gift and the unmerited freedom of the gift are not the gift.  The gift is Christ himself as 
the glorious image of God – seen and savored with everlasting joy.” John Piper      

What makes the gospel "good news”:  It connects a person with the "unsearchable 
riches of Christ."  

We are ambassadors for Christ;  
we cannot keep this good news to ourselves! 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant  
to raise up the tribes of Jacob  

and to bring back the preserved of Israel;  
  I will make you as a light for the nations,  

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
Isaiah 49:6 

        
             

         
               

        

             
                  

                 
 

Week 14 of 15

          
Our Story – While we may have different roles, we as believers have a responsibility 
to participate in reaching ALL the nations with the Gospel.

                  
       

My Story – I need to be prayerful in identifying how I will reach the nations – whether 
that is by going, sending, training, and/or supplying.
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Memory Verses: “and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 21 but as it is 
written, Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard 
will understand.” Romans 15:20-21

          God’s Story – God’s gift of salvation is for ALL nations.
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This week, read Multiply Part 5: Ch. 5 
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Good News for All Nations  
             

Reflect & Respond 
1. How should God’s heart as revealed in the Old Testament and in Jesus’s ministry affect the 

way we think about and relate to those people who seem “unreachable”? 

2. Read Acts 15. How is the global aspect of God’s plan of redemption demonstrated in this 
passage? 

3. Take a minute to meditate on Galatians 3:28–29. Why do you think Paul made such a big 
deal about the relationship between Jews and Gentiles? 

4. What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”? 

5. Is there anything about your life that would identify you as a “fisher of men”? If so, what? If 
not, what can you do to grow in this area? 

6. How would you describe your church’s attitude toward and participation in spreading the 
gospel to all nations? How might you encourage your church to work toward this end? 

7. Spend some time praying that God will make you into a committed and effective disciple 
maker. Confess any feelings of unpreparedness and insecurity. Ask Him to empower you for the 
ministry He is calling you to. Ask Him to lead you to the right people to partner with and the right 
people to begin discipling. 

8. What is your own involvement with missions? Are you at all involved in going, sending, 
training, supplying, praying, etc.? What changes might you need to make to this area of your life? 

9. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to give you a burning desire to see the good news of 
Jesus Christ embraced in every corner of the world. Ask Him to show you what part He wants you 
to play in seeing His name spread around the world. 
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“God’s heart has always extended to every nation on earth.” Multiply p.304
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Question: "What is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?" 
 
Answer: The second coming of Jesus Christ is the hope of believers that God is in control of all things, 
and is faithful to the promises and prophecies in His Word. In His first coming, Jesus Christ came to 
earth as a baby in a manger in Bethlehem, just as prophesied. Jesus fulfilled many of the prophecies of 
the Messiah during His birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection. However, there are some 
prophecies regarding the Messiah that Jesus has not yet fulfilled. The second coming of Christ will be 
the return of Christ to fulfill these remaining prophecies. In His first coming, Jesus was the suffering 
Servant. In His second coming, Jesus will be the conquering King. In His first coming, Jesus arrived in 
the most humble of circumstances. In His second coming, Jesus will arrive with the armies of heaven 
at His side. 
 
The Old Testament prophets did not make clearly this distinction between the two comings. This can 
be seen in Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 and Zechariah 14:4. As a result of the prophecies seeming to speak of two 
individuals, many Jewish scholars believed there would be both a suffering Messiah and a conquering 
Messiah. What they failed to understand is that there is only one Messiah and He would fulfill both 
roles. Jesus fulfilled the role of the suffering servant (Isaiah chapter 53) in His first coming. Jesus will 
fulfill the role of Israel's deliverer and King in His second coming. Zechariah 12:10 and Revelation 1:7, 
describing the second coming, look back to Jesus being pierced. Israel, and the whole world, will 
mourn for not having accepted the Messiah the first time He came. 
 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, the angels declared to the apostles, ""Men of Galilee," they said, 
"why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven"" (Acts 1:11). Zechariah 14:4 
identifies the location of the second coming as the Mount of Olives. Matthew 24:30 declares, "At that 
time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory." Titus 2:13 
describes the second coming as a "glorious appearing." 
 

                 
                  
                     

                       
                  
                

                  
               

 
 

The second coming is spoken of in greatest detail in Revelation 19:11-16, "I saw heaven standing open 
and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges 
and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written 
on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 
"He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS." 
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Multiply 
Part 5: Understanding the New Testament  

Chapter 6: The End of the Story       
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What is the Gospel? “The Gospel is the good news of our final and full enjoyment of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ.  That this enjoyment had to be purchased for sinners at 
the cost of Christ’s life makes his glory shine all the more brightly.  And that this enjoyment 
is a free and unmerited gift makes it shine more brightly still.  But the price Jesus paid for 
the gift and the unmerited freedom of the gift are not the gift.  The gift is Christ himself as 
the glorious image of God – seen and savored with everlasting joy.” John Piper      

             
   

When Jesus returns, every knee will bow to His righteous authority. 

“Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11 

               
              

  
             

     

Memory Verse: “And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 
payment.” Revelation 21:6 

Week 15 of 15

            
  

     
   

God’s Story – God will redeem all of His creation just as He said He would.
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Our Story – As Christians, we need not doubt that God’s plan of redemption will come 
to completion.
My Story – My agenda for today should be governed by my understanding and belief 
that Jesus is coming back.

             
                

                   

            
               

                  
 

What makes the Gospel “good news”?: The Holy Spirit has forever linked regenerate 
people to the work of Jesus. Because of grace, believers will spend eternity in the presence 
of God where there will be no sin, no suffering, and no end. This is what every soul deeply 
longs for. The Kingdom of God is  beyond our wildest imagination!
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This week, read Multiply Part 5: Ch. 6 
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The End of The Story 
                

       

Reflect & Respond 
1. Have you done much studying or thinking on how and when the world will end? If so, what 

has been your impression of the end times? If not, why do you think you haven’t approached this 
issue in the past? 

2. Read Romans 8:18–25. How does this promise affect your view of the world? 

3. Read Revelation 1. Based on this description of Jesus, how will Jesus in His second coming 
be different from in His first coming? 

4. Read Revelation 21–22. As you read this beautiful description of the New Creation, don’t get 
caught up in trying to interpret every detail. Instead, try to picture and feel the beauty and peace of 
the scene that awaits us. What stands out to you most from reading this account? 

5. Based on what you read in Revelation 21–22 and what you read and discussed in the session 
on creation, how will God’s new creation reflect the reality of God’s initial creation before the fall? 
How will it be better? 

6. How should the promise of judgment at Jesus’s return affect the way we think about and 
interact with the non-Christians in our lives? 

7. Is there anyone in your life whom you need to be more purposeful in reaching out to? If so, 
spend some time asking the Holy Spirit to give you confidence and wisdom in reaching out to this 
person with the gospel. 

8. How should the end of the story affect the way we live today? Be as specific to your own 
situation as possible. 

9. Spend some time in prayer. Thank God that Jesus will return to set the world to rights and 
that His plan of redemption will be completed. Ask God to affect your heart with the reality of 
what the future holds. Ask Him to guide you and empower you to live as a faithful disciple maker 
at this moment in history.” 

 

STUDY GUIDE 83

“God’s plan of redemption has never been contingent. There has never been any doubt about 
the way history will end.” Multiply p.320
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Answer: Many people have a misconception of what heaven is truly like. Revelation chapters 21-22 
gives us a detailed picture of the new heavens and the new earth. After the events of the end times, 
the current heavens and earth will be done away with and replaced by the new heavens and new 
earth. The eternal dwelling place of believers will be the new earth. The new earth is the "heaven" on 
which we will spend eternity. It is the new earth where the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city, will be 
located. It is on the new earth that the pearly gates and streets of gold will be. 
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Question: "What are the New Heavens and the New Earth?"

Heaven “the new earth” is a physical place where we will dwell with glorified physical bodies (1 
Corinthians 15:35-58). The concept that heaven is "in the clouds" is unbiblical. The concept that we 
will be "spirits floating around in heaven" is also unbiblical. The heaven that believers will experience 
will be a new and perfect planet on which we will dwell. The new earth will be free from sin, evil, 
sickness, suffering, and death. It will likely be similar to our current earth, or perhaps even a re- 
creation of our current earth, but without the curse of sin.

What about the new heavens? It is important to remember that in the ancient mind, "heavens" 
referred to the skies and outer space, as well as the realm in which God dwells. So, when Revelation 
21:1 refers to the new heavens, it is likely indicating that the entire universe will be created - a new 
earth, new skies, a new outer space. It seems as if God's heaven will be recreated as well, to give 
everything in the universe a "fresh start," whether physical or spiritual. Will we have access to the 
new heavens in eternity? Possibly, but we will have to wait to find out. May we all allow God's Word 
to shape our understanding of heaven.

Revelation 21:1-6 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
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