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2018 was a year of growth and loss. Being a church focused
on relational and spiritual growth, there were several
formative events which marked us.
It has been amazing to welcome several individuals and
families into the church this year!
Advance’s first men’s retreat was a fruitful event where guys of
all ages experienced fellowship and renewal.
Community Groups were spurred on as God worked on our
minds and hearts.
Teenagers and children showed signs of maturation as a result
of time together.
People moving away and the death of a deacon pushed the
church to rely even more on God’s power.
As 2019 is upon us, we must rekindle our core values of
reaching our community and maturing as Christ-followers who
model lives of grace and truth.

Scott Prentice
Lead Pastor

2019's Focus:
1) Prayer
2) Phase II
3) Local & Global Church Planting
Heather and I count it a blessing to know each of you and
look forward to this next year of ministry together!

MISSION
& VISION

We exist to glorify God by advancing the message of Jesus Christ through
gospel-centered worship, community, training, and sending.
“I’m definitely not the same person I was four years ago, which
is all God’s doing, but He has used our local body. So praise to
Him and thanks to you all!” Nicole B.

“Through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, Advance has equipped me
to better understand and accept the calling of being fully committed
to glorifying our God and furthering His kingdom.” Dave T.

Acts 29 Network
Acts 29 is a diverse, global family of church-planting churches. Advance has been a full member of the
network since 2015. This means we are strategically connected to over 700 churches around the world
that are theologically and missionally like us. Although we are an independent church, we continue to be
blessed by the network’s core competencies of Assessment, Coaching, Training, and Support.
Pastor Scott serves within the network as the area leader for Western PA. He is also the liaison between
Acts 29 churches in the North Atlantic and Great Britain. His responsibilities include recruiting, equipping,
coaching, and serving alongside church-planters in order to plant church-planting churches locally and
globally.

Planting & Training 2018:

January 19-26: Dominican Republic Mission Trip
February 14-16: Strategic Leadership Cohort
March 6-8: Village 101
March 19-22: A29 Candidate Assessment & Area Meeting
May 3-11: A29 European Conference, Serbia
June 22-27: A29 Pastor & Wives Retreat
June 27-29: Strategic Leadership Cohort
July 22-August 3: Dominican Republic Mission Trip
August 20-22: Richmond - A29 Network Conference
October 10-12: Strategic Leadership Cohort
November 8-9: A29 North Atlantic Conference
December 3-6: Dominican Republic Training Trip
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112 71
Average
Attendance

Advance
Partners

88%

Regular Attenders
are Actively Serving

The Table
CELEBRATING THE CHILD OF PROMISE
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Because we believe Scripture is clear that parents are the primary disciple-makers in the lives of their children, our hope is to partner with
parents in their pursuit of this mission, coming alongside them in the
discipleship process to raise a generation for Christ!

40+

Children Regularly
Participate in
Advance Kids’
4 Classrooms.

Bible
Navigation

Kindergarten through Fifth
Grade students are working on
navigating the Bible and
learning how to use it.

IN
2018

We COMPLETED the first
3-year cycle of using the
Gospel Project curriculum.

We celebrated 3 families who dedicated their children to the Lord this past year!
More than 60 parents, grandparents, kids, and young adults participated in our first
Ginger Build event!

COMMUNITY
GROUPS
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Community Groups are the place where believers grow relationally and spiritually.
Each week groups meet for around 2 hours to connect, learn, encourage, and pray for one another.

“Community Group has been a safe place this year for me to heal, grow, more deeply encounter God’s peace and truth, and to wrestle with Scripture while being supported and
encouraged, without fear or judgment. The different ages, stages, life experiences and perspectives in our group have brought a rich depth to my understanding of Scripture, of God,
and what it truly means to live on mission. For this I am incredibly grateful!” - Devin Snyder

64 COMMUNITY
7
GROUPS
adults

IN

groups

“Attending weekly Community Group has helped me gain a new appreciation
for how God uses us all as fellow believers to deepen our understanding of Him
through the exposition of His Word in community.” - Ian Capcara

“Community Group offers much-needed time for members to connect in the midst of our
busy weeks and center ourselves on community, Scripture study, and living the Gospel
practically in our everyday lives.” - Matthew and Amy Beresik

Community Care

Groups provide compassionate care and practical
support for people inside and outside the church. This
includes helping senior citizens, widows, families experiencing
loss, people with special needs, and under-resourced families.

Student Community Group

STUDENT
COMMUNITY GROUP
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is designed to make disciples through serving, relationships, studying
Scripture and doctrine, and fun. In 2018, we studied Ephesians, Malachi, and
The Gospel-Centered Life for Teens. During the Bible studies, students read
and annotated Scripture and answered both comprehension and application
questions about the text. Our final series for the year, The Gospel-Centered Life
for Teens, has challenged the students to consider how the gospel is influencing
their lives. They have been learning not only to answer heart-probing questions
but also to be vulnerable about what God is teaching them.

All of the students traveled on mission trips this
summer and gathered for fun activities like camping
and decorating Christmas cookies. The new year will
begin with a study in 1 John and will provide more
opportunities for students to serve.

ADVANCE
INSTITUTE

ADVANCE INSTITUTE
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Advance Institute is a dynamic opportunity for men, women, and teenagers wanting to grow deeper in their knowledge
of God and the Bible. Based on the Apostle Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 4, we long to effectively “equip the saints
(Christians) for ministry” in order for the church to grow in maturity and unity.

courses

Advance Institute launched in January 2016. Since then, we have
offered 19 courses.These courses, produced by Porterbrook Learning
Network, have been provided by the Acts 29 Network of churchplanting churches. Their goal is to make theological education
available in the local church for the purpose of mobilizing men and
women for ministry and mission. Acts 29 is striving to launch learning
sites like Advance Institute and more formal training academies
around the world in the coming years.

46

forums

In addition to the Porterbrook courses, the Institute now offers
Forums. Forums are 2-3 hour events focused on a relevant topic
through the lens of Scripture. In 2018, Advance offered two
forums: Christ-Centered Parenting and Women’s Workshop: How
to Study the Bible.

Different Men, Women, and Teens
participated in courses in 2018
Christ-Centered Parenting
In November, approximately forty
men and women gathered for a
discussion after 6 weeks of at-home
study. Christ-Centered Parenting is
uniquely structured to help parents,
grandparents, and mentors navigate
the tough topics of today with their
children. Topics addressed included
technology, suicide, depression,
anxiety, addiction, pornography,
singleness, dating, marriage,
divorce, and gender issues.

Women’s Workshop
In October, approximately twenty
women gathered for a workshop
on how to study the Bible, which
included teaching sessions with
Nicole Blackwell and Jill Nelson
and practice in utilizing the tools of
the Inductive Bible Study method.
Attendees practiced researching the
historical background of a book of
the Bible, annotating a small portion
of Scripture, and asking questions
about the text.

IF: Gathering 2018
The IF: Gathering seeks to gather, equip, and unleash women
to live out God’s calling. Every year, the IF: Gathering chooses
an organization to come alongside, increasing its awareness and
support. This year, IF: Gathering partnered with Food for the Hungry,
while our IF: Local chose the Deer Lakes Backpack Program. Through
this, 106 women donated food to fill the backpacks of children who
have limited meals to eat outside of school. Two trunk-loads of food
were donated to local children in need!
During the gathering, the founder of The Loved Bible Project
shared about their ministry. Attendees were provided with fair
trade shopping opportunities from Mercy Jewelry in the Dominican
Republic and Piranda from Romania. We are so grateful Bakerstown
Methodist hosted the lunch for the gathering on Saturday!

ADVANCE
WOMEN
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106

Women attended
IF: Gathering 2018

28

Different Churches
were represented

TGC Women’s Conference 2018
In June, 12 ladies from Advance
traveled to Indianapolis for
The Gospel Coalition Women’s
conference. It was a fun time
of community, worship, and
teaching from leaders such as
Jen Wilkin and John Piper.
“What a beautiful time to grow
in God’s Word and develop a
deeper grasp of His faithfulness,
despite my rebellious heart!
It was a delight to spend time
reflecting on this with my
Advance Sisters.” -Erin B.

MEN’S
RETREAT

Men’s Retreat
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Twenty-four men gathered in October for a weekend in Hidden Valley to pursue
the Lord and experience meaningful community! Throughout the two-day retreat
men enjoyed fellowship, worship, and learning. The teaching theme of the
weekend was Seaons of Manhood, addressing issues of relationship, achievement,
blessing, wisdom, and priorities.
We are looking foward to another great retreat in October of 2019!

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing
with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:12-14

INTERNSHIPS

2018

2018

INTERNSHIPS

Meghan Fritz

My internship over the past year and half has been one of the most formative times in my life: the
community I have become part of, the experiences I have gained, and the confirmation of the call I feel to
ministry. The first year was so much of me seeing the infrastructure of the church and ministry. The second
year was really a wrestling through vocational ministry. I am beyond thankful for Advance, the elders and
staff for guiding me through the process. As I look forward, I'm excited to continue doing ministry at
Advance, digging into my role as the deacon of Connections.

Nicole Blackwell

God directed my steps to begin the internship program in May, and I’ve received not only affirmation of
my gifts but also strong encouragement to step out into new-to-me areas of ministry. While I did expect
the internship to be a lot of work, I did not fully expect God to use this time to challenge and grow
me both relationally and spiritually. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in Advance Kids, Student
Community Group, and Advance Institute and to plan events for women. God has used these ministries to
bring me deeper into His Word and our gospel community.

Erin Bender

So far in my internship, I’ve seen God work in and through me, and this experience has been humbling
and life-giving. As an intern, I’ve begun to catch a vision for the beautiful, global picture of the gospel,
and the small but important role I’ve been created to play. Not only is God using ordinary folks like us in
our neighborhoods, but He’s also stirring our hearts to partner with His message-spreaders everywhere on
Earth. It’s been such a cool thing to see from this perspective!
I also continue to pray for God’s direction of my passions in Biblical counseling, discipleship, and caring
for each other within the church family. I’m grateful for the brothers and sisters at Advance, and I am
constantly challenged and eager to build up this body. Specifically, I’m excited to see how the Soul Care
courses will shape our Community Groups. I want to be part of that process, and I’m thankful that I have
several internship months ahead to do so.

Nick Kreft, Third Year Resident
During the final year of residency, I focused primarily on
Advance’s global missions. I helped Pastors Juan (D.R.) and
Caleb (Romania) prepare for their Acts29 assessments. In
addition, I helped them with daily challenges in planting
their churches which allows me to use my entrepreneurial
skills. God has grown my ability to teach and encourage
others while serving His Kingdom. Overall, it has been
a great opportunity to expand my responsibilities within
global missions as I will continue to serve as the Deacon of
Missions moving into 2019.

RESIDENCY
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The third year of the residency was the most challenging personally,
but at the same time I’ve had the most opportunities for growth. As
always, there is a struggle trying to balance family discipleship, the
residency, running a small business, and marathon training. In the
midst of these challenges we began to see how God was going to
use our family in ministry.

As a family, we are looking forward to what is next for us in ministry.
Difficult times lie ahead, but God will be glorified and He will
provide all we need. The residency has been a great opportunity,
and I feel so privileged to have been a part of it. The Krefts thank
the Advance community for your prayers and support.

Financial
Update

FINANCIAL
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2018

2018

FINANCIAL
UPDATE

Advance has been blessed with a fantastic financial team!
With oversight from John Chamberland, finance deacons
Brian Moreth and Mark Kirkbride handled all the details of the
giving and expenses respectively. Upon the sudden passing of
Brian in September, Dave Toth was trained and took over as a
finance deacon.
The church has both fixed and variable expense categories.
The fixed expenses came in according to budget. The variable
spending categories came in slightly under budget. We are
grateful for those who serve on the finance team as well as
those who financially support the ministries of the church.
Budget Category Definitions
Ministry & Planting - represents the expenses associated
with ministries within Advance and its local and global church
plants
Ministry Services - represents church operations including
rent, technologies, facility maintenance, and church liability
insurance
Personnel - represents compensation of full-time and parttime staff as well as the residency program
Phase II Savings - represents funds captured for longterm savings due to surplus above and beyond the church
expenses
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
There are many things to report
from our church planting efforts in
the Dominican Republic this year.

Pastor Juan and his wife Gavina
have two young daughters. Juan
supports his family as a school
teacher throughout the week while
Gavina just finished medical school.

In January 2019, Juan will be assessed by the leadership of Acts 29 Latin
America. This will provide valuable feedback for him as their church is in
the infancy of planting. If the Lord wills it, Juan will be the first Acts 29
church planter on the island of Hispaniola (Haiti and Dominican Republic).
As the Dominican church develops, Nick Kreft, Advance’s deacon of
Mission, and Pastor Scott will regularly connect with Juan through video
chat. Furthermore, we are thankful for the many people who have gone
and will go on mission trips to help advance the gospel throughout the
community where Juan serves.

Although Advance does not
financially support their family, we
do financially support their ministry.
In 2018, we financially supported
the purchase of land, shared the
expense of constructing a church
building, purchased a sound system,
and equipped the musicians with
a few guitars. Our total investment
was just over $10,000.
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R O M A N I A Church Planting
In January 2019, Caleb and Alexandra Bruski will be assessed by Acts 29. Please
pray for their family as they continue to pursue church planting in Romania.
Caleb and Alex welcomed
their daughter Abigail Louis
to their family in August
2018! “Experiencing family
in this new way has helped
us more fully understand
what it means to be part of
the family of God.”

We thank God for all the brothers and sisters in Christ (on both sides of
the Atlantic Ocean) who encourage us as we serve the people of Romania.
May God be glorified through these beautiful relationships!

We have been opening up our home with
Gospel intentionality, and God has been
faithful to bring people to hear His Word
proclaimed. We are very grateful for the
visible changes in many of our peoples'
lives.

