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MISSION
& VISION

Advance Community Church
Advance is a community church focused on the Bible with a primary mission of making disciples of
Jesus Christ through planting churches locally and globally. People are coming to faith in Christ and
disciples of all ages are growing relationally and spiritually.
Mission: Make disciples of Jesus Christ
Vision: Plant church-planting churches

Acts 29 Network
Acts 29 is a diverse, global family of church-planting churches. Advance has been a full member of
the network since 2015. This means we are strategically connected to over 600 churches around the
world that are theologically and missionally like us. Although we are an independent church, we benefit
deeply in the following ways: Accountability, Coaching, Training, and Support.
Pastor Scott serves within the network as the area leader for Western PA. His responsibilities include
recruiting, equipping, coaching, and serving alongside church-planters in order to plant church-planting
churches locally and globally.

Travel & Training:

February 12-17: Dominican Republic Mission Trip
March 7-9: Village 101
May 19-25: Romania Mission Trip
June 29-31: Richmond - A29 NA Network Meeting
July 17-21: Nashville - A29 Global Gathering
October 10-12: Village 101
October 16-20: Dominican Republic Planning Trip
November 2-3: Richmond - A29 NA Network Conference
November 9-11: Nashville - A29 Network Conference
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MISSION
& VISION

111 Average Weekly Attendance
62 Advance Partners
5 Believer Baptisms
4 Child Dedications
7 Institute Courses
2 Church Picnics

SERMON
SERIES

A Series on Spiritual Disciplines

LIFE AT
ADVANCE

2017

2017

LIFE AT
ADVANCE

25 Churches Represented at IF:
27 Secret Church Attendees
1 Mission Trip to the DR
1 Planning Trip to DR
1 Planning Trip to Romania
2 Local Mission Initiatives

ADVANCE
KIDS
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ADVANCE
KIDS

Because we believe that Scripture is clear that parents are the primary disciple-makers in the lives of their
children, our hope is to partner with parents in their pursuit of this mission, coming alongside them in the
discipleship process to raise a generation for Christ!
Why we use the Gospel Project?

66 books. Dozens of authors. A holy canon thousands of years in the making. Every word, every
verse, bears His testimony. Of the Holy Messiah. Jesus Christ. Eternal King. The Gospel Project
is a chronological, Christ-centered Bible study that examines how all Scripture gives testimony
to Jesus Christ. Over the course of three years, children will journey from Genesis to Revelation
and discover how God’s plan of redemption unfolds throughout Scripture and still today,
compelling them to join the mission of God.

Advance bought
ESV Children’s
Bibles for each of
the elementary
classrooms.
We want children
to treasure God’s
Word and to know
how to use it!

40+

Children Regularly
Participate in
Advance Kids’
4 Classrooms

EVERY
WEEK

We provide a take home sheet
each week to help teach the
gospel at home

IN
2018

We will finish the first
3-year cycle of using the
Gospel Project curriculum

COMMUNITY
GROUPS
Community Groups are the place where people
get to know one another and grow.
Each week groups meet for around 2 hours to
connect, learn, encourage, and pray for one
another.
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COMMUNITY
GROUPS

7

Community Groups
throughout our
region

80%

The goal for each group is not just living life
together but also being missional together. Whether
it’s serving a neighborhood non-profit or having a
bonfire in the backyard, the aim is to make positive
impacts for the good of our community as God’s
people. Pictured right: families from Advance
minister to men and women at a senior care facility
after the children shared their Christmas song!

of regular attenders
participate in a
community group

Our vision is for groups to make disciples,
train future leaders, and multiply groups
throughout the route 8 corridor and beyond.

“Through conversations that started in
community group, I am being changed!”
Erin B.

Community
Groups are
designed to help
believers grow
relationally and
spiritually.

STUDENT
COMMUNITY GROUP
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STUDENT
COMMUNITY GROUP

A large percentage of youth who grew up in a church walk away from the church after high school. This year, we launched
Student Community Group with the goal of connecting students to the body of Christ through fellowship, serving, teaching,
and discipleship. Meeting Sundays at 2:30pm, we have seen firsthand the impact of this vital ministry.

We currently have 9 young adults in
this ministry. This year the students
completed two studies: the churchwide Multiply series and Kyle
Idelman’s “Not a Fan” book.
In January, we will transition to
studying Ephesians with the focus
on how to study scripture and apply
it to our lives within our own
context.

YOUNG
ADULTS

2017

2017

YOUNG
ADULTS

THE LIVING ROOM: An Environment for Young Adults
Young adults in our culture are prone to isolation. They lack meaningful opportunities for genuine community where they are
known and where they can sense true belonging. Many have come out of college with dreams of a great career, an idealistic view
of being “an adult”, and hopes of a close community that lives life together - in many ways a beautiful extension of college life!
Instead, many find themselves in a job unrelated to their education, still living with the parent(s), and tirelessly grasping at the
strings of a web of college connections.

7

Events since
Summer 2017

39

6

Members in the Core
Leadership Team

Different young
adults have
participated

That’s where the Living Room comes in. The vision is to create an interactive environment where relational growth flourishes. It’s
a place where Christians can interact with non-Christians. The goal is to be intensionally missional in casual settings like a home’s
living room. The idea, in short, is a house to church metaphor: that the foyer is the worship service, the kitchen is community
group, and the living room is something in-between. Worship services, Community Groups, and social settings like “the living
room” work together for relational and spiritual growth.
We are grateful for God’s faithfulness and are celebrating the work that God is doing through this new and exciting opportunity!

45

Different Men, Women,
and Teens participated in
courses in 2017

ADVANCE
INSTITUTE

Advance Institute launched in January 2016. Since then,
we have offered 15 courses.These courses, produced by
Porterbrook Learning Network, have been provided by the
Acts 29 Network of church-planting churches. Their goal is
to make theological education available in the local church
for the purpose of mobilizing men and women for ministry
and mission. Acts 29 is striving to launch learning sites like
Advance Institute and more formal training academies around
the world in the coming years.
Advance Institute is a dynamic opportunity for men, women,
and teenagers wanting to grow deeper in their knowledge
of God and the Bible. Based on the Apostle Paul’s teaching
in Ephesians 4, we long to effectively “equip the saints
(Christians) for ministry” in order for the church to grow in
maturity and unity. Thus far, the Porterbrook courses we
have used fall into four distinct categories: Bible & doctrine,
character, church, and world.
“From the newest believers to those that have been
walking with Jesus for as long as they can remember,
these courses offer something of great value. I am
excited as we introduce more interactive learning in order
to more effectively equip believers for discipleship and
the advancement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” Ryan M.
As we enter 2018, the role and purpose of the Institute will
not change. However, we are praying about expanding
the curriculum we use to broaden the Institute’s impact
specifically in the area of biblical literacy. We are thrilled so
many people of Advance and other churches have partnered
with us over the past two years. We are also pleased to be
able to use the Institute as a training resource for our church
planters in the Dominican Republic and Romania.
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ADVANCE
INSTITUTE

ADVANCE
WOMEN

IF: Gathering 2017
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ADVANCE
WOMEN

The IF: Gathering exists to gather, equip, and unleash the next
generation of women to live out their purpose. Women had the
opportunity to learn from Jennie Allen, Jill Briscoe, and many others.
Biblical literary was a main focus for Advance this year. As a result,
we partnered with The Loved Bible Project to help get more women
spending time in the Word! Advance partnered with Mercy Jewelry
from the Dominican Republic and Piranda from Romania to provide
fair trade shopping opportunities. We are pleased to partner with
Bakerstown Methodist, they hosted the lunch for the gathering on
Saturday!

109

Women attended
IF: Gathering 2017

25

Different Churches
were represented

CHURCH
PLANTING

Churches plant Churches. God’s design for evangelism, spiritual growth, and gospel advancement is
the local church. Our focus for mission this coming year is to assist current and future church planters
through assessment, coaching, training, and support.

The Dominican Republic is a great place
for church planting. We offer shortterm mission trips there for people to
experience a global gospel context with
the goal of supporting church planting.
Additionally, our teams usually work
in the local school, make jewelry with
rescued women, and offer discipleship
through a soccer ministry.
Since 2013, we have identified potential
church planters. Juan Tito (pictured top
left) is standing in front of land Advance
will purchase for his new church. Claudio
(pictured bottom left) has been planting
a church in Batey Bembe since 2014.
Miguel (pictured top right) is planting
a church similar to Advance about 90
minutes east of Juan and Claudio.
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CHURCH
PLANTING

Romania
Scott and Nick traveled to Romania in May. It was an eye-opening
trip. This eastern European country has a rich heritage and beautiful
landscape, but is far from God in its religious beliefs and practices. We
are working with a local pastor, Caleb Bruski and his wife Alex. Caleb
and Alex have been to Advance and have spoke about their ministry in
Romania. Born in America, Caleb has lived in Romania since he was 10
years old. We are helping him through the Acts 29 assessment process
as he prepares to plant a church in the city of Oradea. At least once a
month, he and Alex receive coaching and training from Advance via
video conferencing and Advance Institute.

Top: Scott & Nick with
church planter Caleb
and his wife Alex.

Left: Caleb teaching
Men about God’s design
for marriage and family.

Right: The city of
Oradea where less than
3% follow Jesus

Backpacks of Blessing

MISSIONAL
LIVING
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MISSIONAL
LIVING

Foster Love Project
Over 15,000 kids are served each year through the foster
care system in Pennsylvania alone. Many of these kids are
taken to a foster home with no belongings or a few items
thrown into a trash bag.
The Foster Love Project provides placement bags to be
given to kids at time of a placement. It’s important to give
them a good quality bag to reassure them that they or their
belongings are NOT disposable.

On Sunday, August 20th we joined together with other local
churches to meet a need in our community. It was a joy to
work alongside brothers and sisters in Christ regardless of
denomination or tradition. There was a time of testimony,
scripture reading, prayer, and song as families from across
our region generously donated backpacks
full of school supplies.

Not everyone is called to foster or adopt, but everyone
can make a difference in a child’s life.

141 Backpacks were collected and then distributed by

The Lighthouse Foundation to elementary and high school
aged students in northern Allegheny and
all of Butler Counties!

More than 30 families participated in the Foster Love
Bag Drive. In all, 43 bags were donated for local
foster children. This was such a simple way to show
each foster child that they matter and are made in the
image of God!

Nick Kreft, Second Year Resident
The second year of residency has been challenging in
many different ways. Personal demands at home expanded
with the arrival of Henry in March along with trying to balance
family discipleship, the residency, owning a small business,
and running. As a family, we have struggled at times to
make room for our main priority: to be missional in our own
community with the goal of making disciples. The challenges
are preparing us as a family for the demands of ministry.
This year I was stretched with the launch of Student
Community Group. It has given me the opportunity to teach
each week, which I am enjoying. This has taught me to study
with greater efficiency and focus. It has been a great way to
grow in my teaching ability. I have also had the opportunity
to lead a small group again this year and expand my
responsibilities within global missions.
I am looking forward to the final year of the residency
and what God has planned for me and my family. I am
sure the New Year will bring unexpected challenges and
responsibilities as I continue to grow within the residency.

INTERNSHIP
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RESIDENCY

Meghan Fritz, Intern
From May until now, mid November I have grown more
spiritually than I have in the past five years. The internship has
encouraged me, challenged me, pushed me, frustrated me, and
has ultimately made me more captivated by Christ.
At first the internship was easy. I was just getting my feet
wet with the first impressions team with scheduling volunteers and
mastering the technology (which I’m still working on). I think I have
learned a lot through the mundane aspects of weekly ministry. I
experienced the most growth on training and mission trips. They
provided a new perspective.
My understanding of the ‘capital C’ church has grown. I
experienced the unity that we can have with other brothers and
sisters who are different from us in many ways. We are the same
in the only way that MATTERS; we are co-heirs with Christ. I
connected with Juan as we were talking about Heaven and how
glorious it will be to be bask in the glory of Christ. When I was teary
eyed and looking in his eyes I didn’t see a 30 year old Dominican
man, the only thing I saw was the same love I felt towards Christ
reflected back in his own eyes. That moment was surreal, because
in that moment I felt closer to the Lord through Juan and our
conversation. I was able to experience a pure Christ connection to
another believer in a global context.
In early November, I went to Virginia for the Acts 29 North
Atlantic conference, and I am
starting to process all that I
took away from that
experience. I am very thankful
for Advance, for Scott, Jess,
Nick, Erik, and all the people
that have been pouring into
me. I look forward to what
else God all has in store for me
regarding the internship. I have
grown to love these people
and this church. May I humbly
serve in a way that He is
glorified.

A Glance Into 2018

2018
INITIATIVES
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2018
INITIATIVES

Biblical Literacy and Prayer We desire for men, women, and children to be saturating their lives in Scripture. “All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever” (1 Peter
1:24-25). The Bible is the centerpiece of authority for the Church. It is God’s revealed Word to His people. Therefore, Sunday services,
Community Groups, Bible Studies, and Advance Kids will work to highlight the Scriptures. Furthermore, we will seek to develop a
culture of continued growth and equipping in the Word. Prayer will be an integral component of this growth. We cannot thrive in our
understanding and application of the Scriptures without God’s help and guidance. According to John 15, in fact, we can do nothing
apart from Him!
The Joshua Principle This broad category of focus for 2018 is designed to connect the truths of Scripture with everyday home life.
Singleness, marriage, fatherhood, and motherhood are not our identities. Yet, they often come with unique complexities. For those
who are Christians, our identity is centered in Jesus Christ. He defines our worth and purpose as His people. We will also address
random issues of home life such as finances, grief, and mentoring through the lens of God’s Word during Sunday services, Community
Groups, and other special events. The goal will be for our hopes and dreams to be defined by the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Church Planting There are many big church planting initiatives before us this year. In Romania, Caleb and Alexandra Bruski are
working through the Acts 29 assessment process as well as the country’s legal process required for their church to begin by the end
of the year. In the Dominican Republic, Juan Rondon Montero is also working through the assessment process of Acts 29. Through
onsite visits and monthly video chats, we are working toward the healthy launch of at least two church plants by the end of 2018.
Locally, we are working toward the development of a strategic church planting network of up to six churches that will partner in
planting churches throughout the Pittsburgh region in the coming years. We are praying and striving toward the formal launch of this
by the Fall.
Leadership Development Our leadership structure involves the offices of elders and deacons. Elders are to be overseers (Acts
20:28, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:1-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-5). Deacons function as specialists (Acts 6:1-6 and 1 Timothy 3:8-15). In 2017,
there was an extraordinary focus on leadership development. A new elder and deacons were assessed and installed adding to the
total leadership of the church. In 2018, we are leveraging resources to better equip the elders and deacons through the Institute,
conferences, books, and other effective training events. There are still opportunities for others to serve in leadership capacities. We
are praying and trusting the Lord to provide. All potential deacons and elders will be assessed, equipped, installed, and coached in
God’s timing.

