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Dear Parents: 
 
Congratulations on your decision to look into the process of baptism at Holy Family.  We are excited to 
share this incredibly blessed time with you and the newest member of your family.  We are able to 
celebrate baptisms for children of registered parishioners of Holy Family. If you were a registered 
parishioner previously and have moved out of the area, we ask you to first provide a letter of permission 
from your current parish to allow us to celebrate the sacrament here. 

 
 
One parent needs to attend the information meeting where you will be given a baptism registration form to 
fill out to return to the parish office with a copy of baby’s birth certificate and $50 class/material in order to 
register for a baptism class.  
It is mandatory for both parents and both godparents to attend the Baptism Class. 
 
In the class you will receive a rich background on the sacrament of Baptism and its meaning.  Parents and 
godparents will learn what responsibility the Church is asking them to undertake for the child.  Many find 
the group discussions and questions and answers enlightening.  We will also let you know what to expect 
during your child’s baptism. 
 
On the day of baptism, your child will receive a baptismal candle at the ceremony which you can keep as 
well as a baptismal certificate to officially recognize this joyous occasion.  
 
The ceremony date will be given to you after the documents, (birth certificate, Baptism registration form, 
and class/material fees ($50) have been submitted.  If there is a financial hardship, please let us know. We 
will need the remaining documents (ie. Class certificates and letters of Catholic in Good Standing for each 
Godparent) at least one week prior to the proposed ceremony date to confirm the date of baptism.    
 
To help you with questions you might have, we have compiled a list of frequently asked questions on the 
back of this letter. We look forward to partnering with your family to pass on the Catholic faith to your 
child.   
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Rebecca Soto 
Director of Evangelization 
 

  
This special occasion marks your child’s entrance into the Catholic community and is the begin-
ning of a wonderful journey in Christ.  Support for your child along this journey will come mainly 
from you.  That is why it is important that you attend a Pre-Baptism Information Meeting to be-
come better acquainted with the requirements and responsibilities.  Please call Rebecca at (714) 
639-2900 * 236 or email rsoto@hfcathedral.org to schedule a short meeting on a Sunday after 
Mass. 
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Baptism FAQs 
 
Do I have to go to the baptism class?  What will be covered? 

Yes, unless you attended a class within the past two years, it is mandatory for parents and god-
parents to attend a baptismal class.  Parents and godparents are equipped with an understand-
ing of this sacrament.   The responsibility and commitment to the child’s, as well as your own 
faith formation, becomes clearer. You will also learn what to expect at the ceremony and how 
you will be participating in the rites. 

   
2. What do I bring and when should we arrive? 
a. To Class: Class begins at 7:00 pm. Classes are held in room 1 adjacent to the hall.  Unfortunately, day 
care is not provided, so please make other babysitting arrangements. All documents should be turned into 
the parish office before class begins 
To ceremony:  Arrive at 2:15 p.m. Bring 
Child dressed in clothing that allows access to the chest for anointing. 
Cameras & video recorder. Your party is invited around the baptismal font when it is your child’s turn for 

baptism. 
Anything necessary for your child’s comfort during the ceremony. 
 
What are the requirements for godparents?  Church Law (codes #872, 873, 874) requires at least one 
godparent to: 
Be a practicing Catholic, regularly attending Mass and living their Catholic faith and able to provide a 

“Catholic in Good Standing” letter from their parish 
Be age 16 or older 
Have received ALL sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation).  
If married, was married in the Catholic Church, if single, following Church teachings regarding the sanctity of 

marriage and not co-habitating 
b. If the second godparent is baptized Catholic, the above requirements must be met. 
If the second godparent is non-Catholic, 
They are referred to as a CHRISTIAN WITNESS – one who is not Catholic but baptized in a faith, whose 

traditions profess belief in the divinity of Jesus Christ. A Christian witness is not one 
who was baptized Catholic, but no longer practices the faith.  

 
How many godparents may there be? 

 Only two names are recorded in the Sacramental Register of Holy Family, one male and one female 
of persons who meet the above requirements. These two names will also appear on the original certifi-
cate of baptism that you receive. You may create your own certificate for additional godparents, as many 
cultures have the tradition of having multiple godparents.   

 
When does Holy Family offer baptism classes? 

Normally, the second Tuesday of every month from 7 pm to 9 pm in Room 1.   
 

When are the baptisms celebrated? 
Normally, the fourth Sunday of each month except during Lent and the last weekend of December 
and June. The ceremony begins at 2:30 pm. Please arrive by 2:15 p.m. 

  
What if we cannot attend the class? 

You may attend another class at another Roman Catholic Church and provide proof of class attend-
ance. 
 

Do I have to pay the $50 fee? 
Our generous parishioners support all ministries of the Church, but this is a donation to offset our 
costs for the class and materials, such as candle, and certificate.  If this this is a financial burden, 
please let us know. 
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Baptism is the beginning of the journey of faith for your child.  Through Baptism, your child becomes a 

Christian and part of our faith community in the Catholic Church.  Through your teaching and example, your 

child will grow to become a follower of Christ and an active member of the Church.  This is why we have a 

special program to prepare parents and godparents and to help them understand this important responsibil-

ity. 

 

Age of Infant Baptism: 
 
Parents should see to it that their children are baptized within a reasonable period after birth.                   

Arrangements for baptism should be made as soon as possible after birth, or even before birth.  Children 

may be baptized without first having received catechizing before entering school.  After that, they should 

take classes themselves, call  (714) 639-2900 to speak to Sherri Nelson to prepare them for the Sacrament. 

 

Requirements for Parents: 
 
1. We ask that only the parents make the baptismal arrangements. 

2. Baptism of a child only makes sense when one or both parents practice the Catholic faith regularly by 

going to Mass on Sundays, praying, living in accord with the commandments.  The preparation classes 

we offer are to encourage you to reflect on your faith in Christ and the commitment to it that is implicit in 

your decision to have your child baptized. 

3. At least one parent must be a practicing Catholic—intending that the child become a full member of the 

Catholic Church. 

4. Parents who are not married and living together or are not married in the Catholic Church are asked to 

talk to a priest or deacon before proceeding with baptismal arrangements.  Your marital status affects 

your ability to practice your faith fully and receive the sacraments, it will also affect your ability to pass 

on the importance of living a Sacramental life and providing an example of Catholic life to your child. It is 

not mandatory that you be married in the Church prior to celebrating the baptism of your child.  

 

Requirements for Godparents from the Code of Canon Law: 
 
1. Godparents must be Catholics who have been baptized and confirmed and at least 16 years old.  They 

must be practicing Catholics, going to Mass on Sundays and receiving Communion weekly.  If married, 

they must be married in the Catholic Church.  If not married, they should be living as witnesses 

to the sanctity of marriage and not co-habituating outside of marriage. For godparents who are not reg-

istered parishioners of Holy Family, we need a “Letter of Catholic in Good Standing” from their     

parish indicating that they are qualified to serve as godparents. 

2. At a minimum, there must be one godparent who can meet the above requirements.  There are normally 

two godparents, one man and one woman.  We are unable to document more than two godparents, and 

there may only be one of each gender listed in the registry and certificate. 

3. One non-Catholic, Christian (does not include: Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness or any unbaptized person) 

may be admitted as a witness to Baptism if there is only one godparent.  This witness must be the     

opposite gender as the godparent. Someone who was baptized Catholic, but no longer practices the 

Catholic faith is unable to serve as a Godparent.   

4. Godparents must attend Baptism Class. 

PLEASE READ STEPS FOR BAPTISM ON REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM. 

“I baptize you in the name Of the Father and of the Son And of the Holy Spirit.” 

“Let the children come to me and do not hinder them.   
It is to just such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” 

 
(Mark 10:14) 

Holy Family Cathedral  
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Steps to having your child baptized at Holy Family: 
 
1.    Sign-up for Pre-Baptism Information Meeting by calling or emailing Rebecca.  Baptisms are reserved first for 

parishioners. If  you are registered elsewhere, please request a letter from your parish granting this parish 

permission to baptize your child.  

 

2.  Attend baptism information meeting to receive registration form and get your questions answered.  

 

3.     Submit child’s birth certificate, Baptism Registration Form,  $50 class/materials fee to the Parish Office to         

 secure the date of baptism. 

 

4.     Attend Baptism Class.  It is mandatory for both parents and both godparents to attend Baptism Class. If you 

 have taken a class within the last two years, please provide proof of class attendance to the office.   

 

5.     After submitting child’s birth certificate, Baptism Registration Form, $50 Class/Materials fee, proof of class 

 attendance & Letters of Catholic in Good Standing for each sponsor, the Baptismal date for your child will be 

 confirmed.  Baptisms are held on Sundays  at 2:30 pm.  (There are exceptions to this and dates are subject 

 to change.)   

 

 **If we don’t receive all documents two full weeks prior to the proposed ceremony date, the ceremony   

  will need to be postponed.   

 ***   If there is a financial hardship, please let us know right away. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Rebecca Soto  
at (714) 639-2900 *236 or email rsoto@hfcathedral.org  

 
 
 


