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Jesus
UNDERSTANDING

Week 7 | A StoryAbout Stewardship

Begin your time together by reading Matthew 25:14-30 together. Pray for God to
reveal the truth of HisWord to each of you.

1. If you knew Jesus was coming back tomorrowwhat would you do? Martin Luther’s
response to this question was, ”I would just keep tending my garden.” He said this
because he believed himself to be living at the center of God’s will for his life.

What would your response be to this question? Do you believe you are living at the
center of God’s will for your life?Why orwhy not?

2. On Sunday, Thom said, “The giftings God gives us in this life are not ultimately for
ourselves.” In essence the gifts from God are on ‘loan’ to us. Do you agree or
disagree with this idea?Why do you think this is such a difficult perspective for
people to embrace?

3. On Sunday, our church celebrated the rich history of the Friends
denomination in California. You have an opportunity to invest in God’s
kingdom by serving at our church and make a difference for the years to
come. Sometimes it can be difficult to take the first steps if you don’t feel
like you knowwhat you have to contribute. So tonight spend some time
encouraging each person in your group with words of affirmation. This time
should be encouraging and affirming of the spiritual gifts that you see in
your friends and it might encourage them to see a spiritual gift that they
have that they may not see yet. If you are already serving, this time can also
confirm that you are serving well in the place God has called you already!

Spend some time looking over the words of the affirmation list found on the next
page. Choose one person from your group to start with and have everyone choose
and share aword from the list that you feel best describes a spiritual gift that God
has given them. Do this for each group member.

4. Read Romans 12:1-8 out loud together. The church is composed of individuals who
bring their unique attributes to contribute to fulfilling God’s purposes here on
earth. Are you stewarding the gifts that have been entrusted to the best of your
ability? If not, spend some time this week asking yourself how God might want you
to better steward the time, talents and treasures he has given you to further His
Kingdom here on earth.

Close your time together in prayer.
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