
     MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                                      Voters Meeting 

     Sunday, 11am February 14, 2021 

 
Call to Order: Bruce Rudd 

Opening Prayer: Bruce Rudd 

 

The minutes of the February 2020 meeting was amended to include that the 

overhead fans in the sanctuary need to be fixed or replaced. The minutes as 

presented and amended were then approved. 

 

Financial Secretary: Susan Hunley.  Bruce presented the report. The end-

of the year Giving Report is available on the church website. Messiah, 

despite the challenges of this past year, did very well financially, thanks to 

the generosity of its members.  The End of the Year Giving Report indicated 

$202,000 given through offerings, and another $25,000 in other donations. 

The January 2021 Giving Report totaled $16,780 in offerings for the month. 

Treasurer: Jim McCarthy.  Bruce presented the report. The church during 

the past year took more money in then it spent. At the end of 2020, Messiah 

had a total of $167,000, $66,000 more than last year. This included 

$134,000 in savings, $33,000 in checking and $40,000 was transferred to 

pay down the mortgage. The February 2021 statement as of 1/31/21: 

Checking account: $29,907. Money Marker account: $44,211. LCEF: 

#47,920. Total: $120,038. The remaining balance on the mortgage: $34,308.  

If Messiah keeps up the current level of payment, the mortgage will be paid 

off in four years. 

Pastor’s Report: Timothy Steele.  Pastor’s State of the Church Report is 

available on the church website. Pastor thanked those members who, when 

any problem arises, quietly do what is necessary to solve that problem. He 

also thanked Wendy Elliot and the Guest Services team for all they do to 

make Messiah the welcoming church it is. A reminder: Lenten services are 

beginning starting with Ash Wednesday this week at 7pm and continuing 

weekly up to Easter Week. Easter services and how they’ll be conducted is 

conducive on what the situation is considering the COVID -19 virus. 

Members will be kept informed of any changes for that service. Pastor 

encouraged anyone who needs anything during this hard time to contact him. 

He also expressed gratitude that members have been calling and checking up 



on each other during this time and that we are not just a church, but a 

family. 

Elders: A.J. Vitt.  A.J. encouraged members to check their mailboxes for 

a card confirming who their elder is. The list has been modified to reflect a 

change in the Elder roster. Elders are there for anyone who might need 

assistance. 

Guest Services: Wendy Elliot.  Despite the pandemic, Guest Services has 

continued to grow. They have added Bill and Burma Chase and Win and 

LaVonne Donat to their group. Wendy thanked all of them for the work they 

do. 

Fellowship: Carol Ernst.  Bruce presented the report. Nothing major going 

on at this time, but stay tuned! Bruce also thanked everyone for the good 

work done at the yard sale last year, considering the conditions they had to 

work under. 

Trustees: Suzanne Sykes.  Bruce presented the report. The hot water 

heater in the church can be repaired; luckily it did not cause too much 

damage when it sprang a leak. However, it is 20 years old so the church may 

install a new one. Thanks to Mark and Dave for getting the situation under 

control and mopping up the mess! A spring clean-up is planned to take 

place before Palm Sunday. Details will be available soon on participating. 

The church’s mailbox suffered minor damage from a run-in with a car a 

couple of weeks ago. Suzanne was able to bend it back into shape. To prevent 

a repeat, the church plans to put stakes into the ground to stabilize the 

mailbox and prevent people in cars from cutting that corner.  Bruce thanked 

all the trustees for keeping the church so well- maintained during this 

unusual time. He also thanked all those who assisted in decorating the 

Christmas tree and helping to take it down. 

President’s Report- Bruce Rudd. As the COVID situation begins to clear 

up, Messiah will be actively looking for volunteers as we are gradually able to 

start back with our regular programs and activities. Two areas in particular 

need volunteers: the church-cleaning crew, and counting after church 

services. See Bruce if you’re interested or Susan for volunteering for 

counting. The mortgage is now under $35,000. Since Messiah is so close to 

paying it off, Messiah is setting up a fund for donations that will be applied   

toward the principle at the end of the year. The more principle applied, the 

faster it can be paid off.   



Old Business:  The church evacuation plan is completed. It is available for 

anyone who would like to view it. A scheduled vote to approve it will be made 

at a later date. 

New Business:  The church has allocated $37,000 in 2021 for renovations 

to the Fellowship Hall. Messiah is looking for volunteers to come up with a 

list of recommendations to improve it (one definite improvement needed: 

new carpeting). Once there is a list and a plan, it will be presented to the 

congregation for approval. The May Voters Meeting will involve the election 

of officers for the next year. After having to alter the voting method last 

year due to the pandemic, this year the system will be more organized. If 

anyone is interested in serving on any committee or on the church council, 

please see Bruce after the meeting. Bruce will be procuring an electrical 

contractor to come in and replace all four ceiling fans in the sanctuary. 

They’ll also look at the lighting in general to make it more user friendly.  

 

There was a motion to adjourn. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


