
   MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

         Voters Meeting 

   11 am Sunday, February 16, 2020 

 
Number Attending: 43 

Call to Order: Bruce Rudd 

Opening Prayer: Bruce Rudd 

 

The minutes from the November Voters meeting was approved. 

 

Financial Secretary: Rhonda Turner.  Messiah posted five percent more in 

offerings received over the needed budget amount for last year. The 

Monthly Giving Report will be placed in members’ mailboxes this week. So far 

this year, giving is a little behind what is required to meet our budget. 

Treasurer: Jim McCarthy.  Messiah currently has $18, 400 in checking 

account, $15,200 in money market, and $67,000 in its LCEF fund. $86,000 

remains on the church mortgage. SunTrust and BB&T banks are merging; 

whether this will affect church’s current terms or accounts is unknown. 

Pastor’s Report including Education Report: Timothy Steele. A copy of 

the report was distributed to members. Messiah’s children’s ministry still 

needs at least two more volunteers; anyone interested, please contact 

Timothy. The church is still searching for a permanent Music Director, 

whether it’s an organist/choir director combo or separate positions.  Kathy 

will serve through Easter. After that, Messiah will have to rely on 

substitutes. Any members with local music connections please encourage 

anyone qualified to apply. 

Board/Committee Reports 

Elders: A. J. Vitt.  Elders are looking for one or two people to replace 

Mike Thompson. If interested, please contact A. J.  

Guest Services: Wendy Elliot.  Guests Services now has a team of 17 

people. They will be working with those who filled out “You are indispensable” 

cards expressing an interest in volunteering and will be scheduling shadowing 

opportunities. GS is also grateful for visitor comments saying how friendly 

and welcoming Messiah members are when greeting them. 

Fellowship: Carol Ernst. Messiah’s yard sale is Saturday, March 28th. 

Donations will be accepted starting Sunday, March 22 after Converge. If you 

bring donations, please unpack them and place them on a table; don’t leave 



them in bags or boxes. Money raised will go to the Fellowship Hall Facelift. 

The Trike-a-thon in April will have a Celebration party after the event 

featuring hot dogs. There will be a sign-up sheet at the Information Center 

to help with bottled water, cookies, brownies, etc. Messiah’s Men will again 

host a pancake breakfast Easter Sunday. There is an opportunity to help 

make little blankets to give to children in foster care; no sewing required. A 

future announcement about the date and time will be in the Essentials along 

with a sign-up sheet at the IC. 

Trustees: Bill Pohl. Messiah is planning a Spring Clean-up; no date set yet. 

When that is determined, date and time will be in Essentials along with a 

sign-up sheet at the IC. Members are also encouraged to donate brown 

mulch again this year; Bob Herd has volunteered to pick it up, if you just give 

him the donation money. He would need assistance unloading it. Bill has 

gotten a bid from an electrician about walkway lights in the front of the 

church with the estimate $6,400.00. He plans on getting a couple of other 

bids. It was suggested that a light be installed on the island of the parking 

lot with two floodlights instead. Duke Progress Energy may be able to do the 

job. 

President’s Report: Bruce Rudd. Bruce encouraged members to volunteer 

with Sunday School and the nursery, noting that Messiah is gaining more 

young families with children and needs to be able to offer more in that 

regard. Connie Ascero asked members to vote for their favorite 

activities planned by Messiah’s Adventure Team- one indoor, and two 

outdoors. The winners will be posted after voting is over. Bruce will teach a 

bible study in March focusing on everyday questions about Christian faith 

to help equip you to the types of questions people ask and help you respond 

in loving, gentle ways. 

Old Business: Bruce has finished the outline of evacuation plans for 

Messiah, but would like more help and input from the congregation. If 

interested, please see Bruce after the meeting. 

New Business:  Bruce proposed taking $15,000 of the money market and 

designating it for the seed money to be used to renovate the Fellowship Hall. 

It would be part of an integrated plan. One area to definitely consider is 

expanding the kitchen. The plan would be made first to list what the church 

would want to do. Members discussed the proposal and expressed 

reservations about using that much of the MM strictly for that purpose. At 

that point, Bruce proposed withdrawing the motion.  After more discussion, 

Bruce re-introduced the motion. The motion passed. 



 

There was a motion to adjourn. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 


