
 

The elders’ hearts have been touched about all that is going on. 

August, for our country, has been rocked by senseless violence with a lot of 

opinions, labels, and blame. How do Christians and the church handle these 

complexities in this kind of culture? As leaders, we try to be quick to listen and 

slow to speak. We know the church is called to be light and salt to the world, so 

can we just talk as Christians into the complexity of the times we live in? Our 

purpose and mission is rooted in becoming Christ-like in everything, so we want 

to speak on something that is causing much pain and divide in our nation. With 

all the division can we let God speak? His voiced is important and needed. 

We live in a time of great fear, great anger, and great hate leading to division. 

Those three weapons of Satan have pierced the fabric of every aspect of our 

lives in this nation. Children fear going to school. Adults fear going to the 

supermarket and malls. People of all different faiths fear attending their houses 

of worship. We’ve seen people being targeted because of their skin color. El 

Paso and a couple of other attacks that were thwarted since are a vivid 

reminder that hate groups, some with White Supremacy ideology, still exist and 

are active. With all this hate and other hate groups, surely the heart of God 

must also be hurting for what he sees. 

We believe that in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, neither 

male nor female. Rather, we are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28). We believe 

that when Jesus died on the cross, he tore down any walls of division and 

hatred that existed between groups of people (Eph. 2:14). 

As a church, we’ve always tried to live into the heart and work of Jesus, wanting 

everyone to know they are welcome here, because we believe God cares for 

everyone. Christ purchased with his blood for God people of every tribe, 

language, and nation (Rev. 14:6). The Kingdom of God is where our citizenship is 

rooted. We know God wants everyone to experience abundant life in Christ; he 

died for it. Hatred affects our minds and hearts and will destroy our souls. 

We ask ourselves how the church, as Christians, who are called to live 

differently, can help deal with this seemingly ongoing racial/ethnic division 

among groups of people. We believe deeply that racism is in no way Christ-like. 



Racism is built on fear, anger, and hate - again those three weapons of Satan. 

They are not the way of the kingdom of God. We believe that racism of any 

form is sinful. It goes against the very heart of the Gospel. God is not divided on 

racism. 

Jesus taught and showed us to prioritize love when it comes to others. We love 

each other. We love our neighbors. We love the stranger. We love the foreigner. 

We love our enemies. Love will be our first response at the OP Church. Perfect 

love drives out fear (1 John).  May we each do our part to not let hatred and 

anger grow nor become complacent when we see it happening. Anger does not 

bring about the righteous life that God desires (James 1:20).  Love never fails (1 

Cor 13). Church, the world needs us right now! “Blessed are the peacemakers 

for they shall be called the children of God.” 

In this complex atmosphere what should we do? Here’s what we can control. 

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.” (Matt 

7:12).  

Choose faith over fear in the way you live.  

Pray for everyone. 

Above all, remember God is ultimately in control.  

Let’s pray. “Create a pure heart in us, O God.” 

 


