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MWANZA UPDATE 
Thank you so much for your prayers and support of the work here!  Here are a 

few updates on work, some praise reports and requests for prayer since our 
last update: 

The Sukuma church leaders and health program teachers are continuing in their efforts to serve in 
their congregations and villages in whatever ways they are 
able, and their sacrifice of time and resources to work 
together continues to be a great witness for the kingdom of 
God!   They send their continued thanks to all of you in your 
prayers and support of all the ministries here.   

A few recent highlights from the last several weeks:
-an encouraging visit to the Geita region prison regional 
office discussion of additional special assistance for multiple 
prisons in the region and health education (thank you for 
your prayers for this visit!)

-A co-worker of Lazaro’s and Assistant Medical Officer in the 
region volunteered his time to come to our office to teach an 
extensive seminar on Covid-19 and prevention.  He is an 
excellent teacher and connected well with our trainees.  As 
one of the government health officers he has himself 
received more specific training than some other doctors 
specific to Covid-19, and it was really beneficial for our health 
trainees to participate in the seminar and hear directly from 
him, and for him to explain clearly and answer any and all 
questions they had.  Please continue to pray for him, Lazaro, our friend Rob, and all the doctors and 
health professionals in country as they are always navigating their work as health professionals 

amidst the broader public attitude and official policies.
 
-Due to the generous special donation of Acklen Avenue church through IHCF for the health 
program, the health teachers have been able to further expand their reach in ministering to the 

community in this season!  One of the many ways these funds have been especially helpful 
is in the purchase of some scan thermometers, which can be cost prohibitive for even 
hospitals/clinics as they are dependent on district funding and the thermometers available 
are over 100$ each to purchase.  Both the Misasi and Misungwi district clinics requested 
some, as well as 2 smaller village area clinics in the district, and the prison health officers 
in the two regional prisons where we are continuing to work.  

- Lazaro and Lucy had their baby girl (named Faith) on July 31st!  She was born 4 
weeks early via C-section, but is doing well and has just gone home from the 
hospital.  They are thankful to God for his faithfulness and to all of you for all your 
prayers on their behalf.
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Lazaro and 
Lucy’s baby 

Visiting doctor on the left teaching the 
Covid-19 seminar
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-The Sukuma church leadership group across all the kandas (regions) have begun a fundraising effort this year 
that is coming out of a long term vision and dreaming for the future of the congregations here.  A plot of land in 
Misungwi district has been purchased (as it is the most central location to all the kandas) and now they are 
working towards fundraising to construct a meeting center, Bible training center, section for health office/clinic, 
and small office space.   This is a very large undertaking for this rural network of congregations and we are 
excited to see how God works in continuing to grow the unity of the congregations, their capacity to expand 
vision for this area of Tanzania, and for the potential for so much impact for the kingdom of God in Northwest 
Tanzania.  Watch this space for more info on their goals, vision, and need for these plans!

Looking ahead and prayer requests:
-As of now it is looking likely for the women’s Bible study group that Emily has been working with pre-Covid will 
start back in some capacity in September.  The details of this are TBD, possibly half of the group meeting at a 
time and for daytime only to reduce time indoors, etc., to help in being prudent for virus spread.  Please pray 
for wisdom as the specifics are finalized for these plans.

-The work in the primary schools and prisons begins later this month; please pray for the continuing process of 
curriculum adaptation and that the teachers will be a strong witness to the love of Christ through both of these 
new areas of work.

-Please pray for the ongoing health challenges here of so many, such as malaria, TB,  and HIV especially.  
With Covid-19 this year, much of the ongoing efforts to prevent and treat the other diseases has reduced, either 
due to shortage of medicines being able to be shipped in with disruptions, or due to patients fearing to go to 
clinics for treatment etc.  

-The upcoming 2020/21 school year for the kids and Jason is set to resume (in person) classes on August 31st 
as per the normal schedule.  We assume this will go on as scheduled unless there is a drastic change in 
government policy, and of now the leadership team at school is planning what prevention strategies will remain 
in place, likely hand washing stations and use of masks for students.   We ask for your prayers for protection 
for the students and teachers and staff and for wisdom for all those in decision making roles at the school.  
Also, Jason will be stepping into a new responsibility at school this year, in heading up the English/Languages 
department of the secondary school (middle/high school), so please pray for him in this role and for his team of 
teachers as they work and collaborate together.  

-Emily has applied for her work permit renewal so please pray that it will be approved!  Also, we are so thankful 
to God for his provision through the sacrifice and love of OP Church who are always stepping in to support and 
fill in the gap when changes to government policies and procedures occur here and affect all the legalities and 
costs of permits.  

We are honored to partner with you all in ministry here with the Sukuma and thank you for your abundant love 
and commitment to praying with us and your brothers and sisters in Christ here!

Love,  Zoe, Ezra, Judah, Emily and Jason 
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Mama Shinje, staff worker at Misasi 
health clinic instructing in thorough 

hand washing procedures
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