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Building Communities to Reach a City - Reaching a City to Change a Nation

A Newsletter From the ChiANg mAi ChurCh PlANtiNg teAm

Construction Begins on Chaiyo Church Bldg.

Chaiyo church is building a place of worship for the next generation.

 The Chaiyo Church 
building is getting closer 
to completion. This proj-
ect began with prayer 
and looking for land 
over a decade ago. 
 After several loca-
tions did not pan out, 
I was able to report in 
early 2011 that “we are 
purchasing land in San 
Patong about 12 miles 
outside the city. We 
chose this location for 
our next church planting 
because several of our 
members plan to move 
to that neighborhood, 
the land is relatively 
cheap now, and there 
are not many churches 

in that town.” 
 In 2012 we plant-
ed flowering trees all 
around the property. 
Now the trees are tall 
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as the church building 
nears completion. 
 To raise the final 
$18,000 the members 
have been selling baked 

goods. They had a dona-
tion drive on 9/9/2021 
asking people step for-
ward in faith to give 99 
Baht (3 dollars). The Thai 
word for  “step forward” 
sounds similar to the 
number 9 in Thai. 
 They said that even 
if they don’t get all the 
money, at least they have 
a place with a roof and 
walls where they can 
meet as they save funds  
to finish the building. 
 They also have plans 
to someday expand it 
when they outgrow it. 
May we all, like them, 
keep stepping forward 
by faith. - Sean Todd

Covid-19 Delta Variant 
Cases Skyrocket

 The Covid-19 Delta 
variant is now the domi-
nant variant in Thailand. 
New Covid-19 cases and 
deaths have soared. 
 Even though Chiang 
Mai has done a very good 
job of contact tracing to 
slow the spread, the city 
government has closed 
Chiang Mai airport and 
the local bus station since 
the end of July in hopes 
of reducing the spread of 
Covid-19. 

 This has had a huge 
impact on our local econ-
omy since Chiang Mai 
relies heavily on tourism.
 Our churches are 
still having online only 
worship. Praise God for 
the technology to do so. 
 Covid fatigue is real. 
Our members long for the 
fellowship of pre-Covid 
days. Praise God none 
of our church members 
have contracted Cov-
id-19.  - Robert Reagan



The Chiang Mai 
Church Planting Team
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“Building Communities 
to Reach a City - 
Reaching a City 

to Change a Nation.”
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Compassionate Care Packages During Lockdown

Volunteer team prepares to go distribute the care packages.

 When church members, 
Gip and Gade, learned 
from Gade’s mom that a 
village near MaeJo was in 
need during this lockdown 
period, they took action.
 After surveying the 
village, they learned that 
about 50 homes were in 
need. Through a donation 
from the Payap Christian 
Zone church and others, 
Gip and Go Kuh went to 

Having fun preparing care packages. Better to give than to receive.Elderly are grateful for care packages.

 Serving the Community as Needs Arise

James, Fa and Sawooh have fun making boxed lunches.

 While the pandemic 
continues to prohibit large 
gatherings for worship and 
other church activities, it 
has also left flexibility in 
our church budgets. Chung 
Doi had to cancel a retreat 
and our monthly fellow-
ship meals and decided 
to use the extra funds to 
prepare meals to give away. 
 Both Payap and Chung 
Doi have found ways 

to share the good news 
through service. Payap re-
cently took food to a neigh-
borhood that was under 14 
days of quarantine due to 
an outbreak. Chung Doi 
is making lunches twice 
a month to feed clients of 
Urban Light. 
 As we pray for the 
economy to recover, we 
hope our efforts are a bless-
ing. - Ryan Binkley

purchase food. 
 Wijit, Pop, Messi and 
Mook helped pack all the 
items into individual bags. 
 Gip, Wijit and Pop then 
went to the village to dis-
tribute the food items.
 Many older people in 
the village received the 
food with tears in their eyes 
and said it had been a long 
time since any group has 
donated care packages like 
this. - Robert Reagan

https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/
https://sites.google.com/site/chiangmaiteam/


 The summer finished out as 
one of the more uneventful ones 
for our family. Due to restrictions, 
we did not get to travel as much as  
planned. Mostly the kids played 
around the neighborhood, and we 
entertained ourselves with board 
games and movies. Right before 
school started we did take a short 
staycation to a nearby resort in 
the mountains. Lane was able to 
get some extra practice with the 
basketball team this summer; we 
don’t know if there will actually be 
a season. Knox spent time riding 
his bike and playing Minecraft. 
Fara loved making dance videos 
with her friend Marine. School 
started online for the kids in Au-
gust; we are sad that Fara has not 
been able to meet her classmates 

Ryan, Ning, Lane, Knox & Fara Binkley

Enjoying the gardens at our 
mountain resort.

yet. Ning and I are tag-teaming 
being the teacher, but it’s difficult 
for both of us to juggle work and 
school. Ning still has to teach the 
special education students 3 days 
a week. Ryan preached and taught 
a lot this summer, and also helped 
hand out food with Urban Light. 
Since being stuck in the house 
more than usual we are slowly 
redecorating the living room. 
Ryan lucked out and received a 
Pfizer vaccine last week. We are 
hoping Ning will get one soon. 
Our 16th wedding anniversary 
snuck up on us so we ended up 
going to eat together as a whole 
family to celebrate in September.

16th anniversary celebration - 
wth the kids.

Ryan prepares rice to handout 
with Urban Light.

Ning and Knox take a 
staycation selfie.

Ning is back in class with her co-
workers and students.

Vaccine Rollout Continues, but Slowly
3Q  2021  page  3

Celebrating Ning’s BD with a 
pear-almond tart.

 Seeing news from the 
U.S. about how many peo-
ple are reluctant to get the 
Covid-19 vaccine contrasts 
sharply with the sentiment 
of most in Thailand. 
 People here are eager 
for shots, but the vac-

cine rollout has also been 
slower than expected. 
 Some people here have 
been on multiple waiting 
lists for months without 
receiving an appointment.
  The administration 
of the vaccine has been 

piecemeal so far, with only 
about half of Chung Doi 
church having received a 
shot. 
 It also doesn’t seem fair 
that I and other foreigners 
have received Pfizer vac-
cines while Thais are only 

offered inferior Chinese 
brands. 
 Thailand’s hopes for 
an economic recovery and 
open schools this fall may 
be in jeopardy if the pace 
does not pick up.
- Ryan Binkley 

Foreigners receive Pfizer vaccine at Promenada mall.



 My mother’s health has been 
better recently. I’ve been taking 
care of her during this time that 
my sister is unable to because 
her husband, Kenny, has stage 4 
cancer. Kenny was in the hospital 
for more than 10 days but is now 
at home on hospice care. Please 
pray for everyone involved with 
the task of administering the 
meds to  ease Kenny’s pain level. 
This is very overwhelming for 
family members, so your prayers 
are appreciated. Branson is in the 
middle of a 1-year audiology ex-
ternship with the Navy, working 
at a hospital in San Diego, CA. 
In addition to enjoying his job, 
he’s also enjoying the beautiful 
weather, coastline and all the 
good Asian food in the area. Jan 

Robert, Jan, Erika & Branson Reagan

Yeesha has been a part of their family 
ever since they lived in South Africa.

has been volunteering in different 
ways as the Covid-19 lockdown 
continues in Chiang Mai. Dusty, 
our cat, loves to sit next to Jan in 
her reading chair to keep her com-
pany. Tyler and Erika are excited 
for  Makenna to have a little sister 
sometime near the end of the year. 
They are wonderful parents, and 
we’re so happy for them.  Tyler 
has recently uploaded some 
songs he wrote and recorded. I 
have been very impressed with 
this gift that he is using to God’s 
glory. Please click on the links 
below to listen to these songs: 
Nothing Else Matters; The Lord’s 
Your Name; I’ll Be There. 

Dusty loves being close to Jan.

Tyler & Erika announce they are 
soon to have a 2nd daughter.

Branson hangs out with childhood 
friends Samuel and Eli. 

Studying the Friendship lessons 
with my nieces, Abigail & Avery. 
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I always enjoy meeting together 
for breakfast with my Uncle Gene.

 David and Michelle Al-
len opened their home in 
Irving, TX in late July.
 David’s barbecued bris-
ket and ribs were amazing! 
The rest of us helped pre-
pare all the side dishes.
 The fellowship was 
even more amazing than 
the food. The 25+ years we 
spent together in ministry 
bonded us together like 
family. All our kids grew up 
together and feel as if they 
are cousins.
 We took time to catch 
up on each other’s lives 
and then enjoyed reminisc-
ing about all the positive, 
shared memories we’ve 
had together. We laughed 
and laughed as we retold 
funny stories and praised 
God for all He has done in 
our lives. - Robert Reagan

Sweet Fellowship at Thai Team Reunion

From cute team kids to beautiful young women! Older but wiser - David, Sean & Robert.

Sean & Pat Todd, David & Michelle Allen, Jacob Crowell, Brielle Allen, Robert Reagan, Brianna & Jordan Giletto, Asia, Ellie & Tyler Eidson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao5iiBJBwyM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Od0Rh1goWio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Od0Rh1goWio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzHv-QfTaQI
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Sean, Pat, Asia & Benjamin Todd

 This was our longest time 
away from Chiang Mai since 
1994. We enjoyed our furlough, 
except for all the COVID tests. 
Sometimes I think they were try-
ing to take a brain biopsy. On re-
turn we did 14 days of quarantine 
in Phuket. The last time I spent 
many days there, I was helping 
clean up after the tsunami in 
2004. At that time we were able to 
clean out the sludge, restock the 
shelves and get many shops back 
open within a week. The COVID 
lockdown has been far more 
devastating to the economy here. 
We came home to Chiang Mai 
to a thriving church. Of course, 
there were a few new problems, 
as always, but there were also 
new guests to meet. They had 

Here we are at OPCC recruiting 
the next generation of missionaries.

used our house as a fellowship 
center during the 3 months we 
were away. Pat is now teaching 
Thai to 60 students online. She is 
in front of her laptop every day 
for hours on end. She says she has 
never worked so hard as a Thai 
teacher before, and she is really, 
really hoping to get back into the 
classroom soon. I don’t much like 
doing evangelism or couples’ 
equipping on line, but it’s much 
better than having nothing to do. 
When asked which vaccine we 
got, we answer, “Pfizer.” They 
respond with, “Ooh wow.” It’s 
sort of like telling people you 
drive a Mercedes Benz.

I used pieces of coral to remind 
Pat that I love her.

We are finishing up our yearly 
couples equipping class..

The island of Phuket was a beautiful 
place to quarantine.

Of course, we miss our 
grandkids like crazy.

This abandoned shop was filled with 
mannequins wrapped in trash bags.

Somai: Tenacious and Generous
 At age 20, Yijanda 
crossed the border from 
Burma into Thailand, took 
a Thai name (Somai) and 
learned to read and write 
Thai. 
 He is from the Shan 
tribe which is the largest 
minority group in Burma.
 Many of the 5 million 
Shan people still dream of 
an independent Shan State 
which they had under the 
British rule in 1948, but 
which was overthrown by 
General Ne Win in 1962.
  There are about 100,000 
Shan living in Thailand. 
They and their children 
have a precarious status 
here, much as they did in 
back in Burma. 
 Somai has worked as 
a guard, a cook, a handy-
man, a dairyman, and most 
recently in a dried fruit 

warehouse. 
 The fees for his COVID 
test and visa are nearly the 
equivalent of one month’s 
pay, but he is happy to 
have a job even though he 
is not allowed to leave the 
warehouse compound.
  80% percent of his wak-
ing hours are consumed 
with work. Most of the oth-
er 40 warehouse workers 

are also Shan, but less than 
1% of his tribe is Christian. 
 He has no active Chris-
tian fellowship, no wife, no 
motorcycle, no internet ac-
cess or even a bank account, 
but he consistently asks his 
boss to transfer a portion 
of his salary to the church 
even when he can’t attend.
  He asks that we pray 
for him. - Sean Todd 

Somai (holding a hoe) helped plant trees on the new Chaiyo church property in 2012. 

Somai, now 42, bacame a 
Christian at age 33.


